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F ever the frory of any private man’s 
adventures, in the world were worth mak- 
ing public, and were acceptable when pub- 
lifped, the Editor of this account thinks this will 


be fo, 


The wonders of this man’s life exceed all 
that (he thinks) are to be found extant; the 
life of one man being fcarce capable of greater 
variety. | 


The ftory is told with modefty, with feri- 
oufnefs, and with a religious application of events 
to the ufes to which wife men always apply 
them, (viz.) to the infiruétion of others by this 
example, and to juftify and honour the wifdom 

of 
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of Providence in all the variety of our circum- 


frances, let them happen how they all, 


The editor believes the thing to be a juft 
hiftory of facts neither 1s there any appear- 
ance of fiétion in it: and however thinks, be- 
caufe all fuch things are difpatched, that the 
improvement of it, as well to the diverfion, as 
to the snftruction of the reader, will be the 
fame; and as fuch, he thinks, without farther 
compliment to the world, he does them a great 
fervice im the publication. 
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¥ WAS born in the year 1632, in the city of 
” York, of a good family, though not of that 
country, my father being a foreigner of Bremen, 
who fettled firft at Hull. He got a good eftate 
by merchandize, and leaving off his trade, lived 
afterwards at York, from whence he had married 
my mother, whoferelations were named Robinfon, 
a very good family in that country, and from 
whom I was called Robinfon Kreutznaer ; but by 
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the ufual corruption of words in England, we are 
now called, nay we call ourfelves, and write our 
name Crufoe, and fo my companions always 
called me. | 


I wap two elder brothers, one of whom was 


Lieutenant Colonel to an Englith regiment of 


foot in Flanders, formerly commanded by the 
famous Colonel Lockhart, and was killed at the 
battle near Dunkirk, againft the Spaniards. 
What became of my fecond brother, I never 
knew, any more than my father and mother did 
what was become of me. 


Berne the third fon of the family, and not bred 
to any trade, my head began tobe filled very 
early with rambling thoughts; my father, who 


was very ancient, had given me a competent 


fhare of learning, as far as houfe education and a 
country free-{chool generally go, and defigned 
me forthe law; but I would be fatisfied with no-. 
thing but going to fea, and my inclination to 
this led me fo ftrongly againft the will, nay the 
commands of my father, and againft all the en- 
treaties and perfuations of my mother and other 
friends, that there feemed to be fomething fatal 
in that propenfion of nature, tending dire€ly to 
that life of mifery which was to befal me. 
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My father, a wife and gtave man, gave me {e- 
rious and excellent counfel againft what he fore- 
faw was my defign. He called me oné morning 
into his chamber, where le was confined by the 
gout, and expoftulated very watmly with me 
upon this fubject; hé afked me what reafons, 
more than a mere wandering inclination, I had 
for leaving his houfe,; and my native’ couh- 
try, where I might be well introduced, and 
had a profpect of raifing my fortune by applica- 
tion and induftry, with a life of eafe and plea- 
fure. He told me it was for men of defperate 
fortunes on one hand, or of afpiring fuperior for- 
tunes on the other, who went abroad upon ad- 
ventures, to rife by enterprize, and make them- 
felves famous in undertakings of a nature out of 
the common road; that thefe things were all ei- 
ther too far above me, or too far below me; that 
mine was the middle ftate, or what might be 
called the upper ftation of low life, which he had 
found, by long experience, was the beft fate in 
the world, the moft fuited to human happinefs, 
not expofed to the miferies and hardfhips, the 
labour and fufferings of the mechanic part of 
mankind, and not embarraffed with the pride, 
luxury, ambition, and envy of the upper part of 
mankind; he told me, I might judge of the hap- 
pinefs of this ftate by one thing, viz. That 
this was the ftate of life which all other people 
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envied; that kings have frequently lamented the 
miferable confequences of being born to great 
things, and wifhed they had been placed in the 
middle of the two extremes, between the mean 
and the great; that the wife man gave his tefti- 
mony to this, asthe juft ftandard of true felicity, 
when he prayed to have neither poverty nor 
riches. | : 


He bid me obferve it, and I fhould always find, 
that the calamities of life were fhared among the 
upper and lower part of mankind, but that the 
middle ftation had the feweft difafters, and.was 
not expofed to fo many viciffitudes as the higher: 
or lower part of mankind; nay, they were not 
fubjeéted to fo many diftempers and uneafineffes 
either of body or mind,.as thofe were, who, by 
vicious living, luxury, and extravagancies on 
one hand, or by hard labour, want of neceflaries, 
and mean and infufficient diet on the other hand, 
bring diftempers upon themfelves by the natural 
confequences of their way of living; that the 
middle ftation of life was calculated for all kind 
of virtues, and all kind of enjoyments; thae 
peace and plenty were the handmaids of a mid- 
dle fortune; that temperance, moderation, quict- 
nefs, health, fociety, all agreeable diverfions, and 
all defirable pleafures, were the bleffings at- 
tending the middle ftation of life ; that this way 


men 
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men went filently and fmoothly thro’ the world, 
and comfortably out of it, not embarrafled with 
the labours of the hands, or of the head, not fold 
to the life of flavery for daily bread, or harraffed 
with perplexed circumftances, which rob the 
foul of peace, and the body of reft; not énraged 
with the paffion of envy, or fecret burning luft 
of ambition for great things; but in eafy cir- 
cumftances, fliding gently through the world, 
and fenfibly taftine the fweets of living, without 
the bitter, feeling that they are happy, and learn- 
ing, by every day’s experience, to know it more 


fenfibly. 


AFTER this he preffed me earneftly, and in the 
moft affectionate manner, not to play the young 
man, nor to precipitate myfelf into miferies 
which nature and the ftation of life I was born 
in, feemed to have provided againft ; that I was 
under no neceffity of feeking my bread ; that he 
would do well for me, and endeavour to enter 
me fairly into the ftation of life which he had 
been juft recommending to me; and that if I 
was not very eafy and happy in the world, it muft 
be my mere fate or fault that muft hinder it, and 
that he fhould have nothing to anfwer for, having 
thus difcharged his duty in warning me againft 
meafures which he knew would be to my hurt. 
In a word; that as he would do very kind things 
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for me, if I would ftay and fettle at home, as he, 
directed, fo he would not have fo much hand in 
my misfortunes, as to give me any encourage~ 
ment to go away; and to clofe all, he told me [ 
had my elder brother for an example, to whom 
he had ufed the fame earneft perfuafions te keep 
him from going into the low country, wars, but 
could not prevail, his young defires prompting 
him to run into the army, where he was killed; 
and though he faid he would not ceafe to pray 
for me, yet he would venture to fay to me, that if 
{did take this foolifh ftep, God would not blefs 
ime, and I would have leifure hereafter to reflect 
upon having neglected his counfel, when there 
might be none to affift in my recovery. 


I ogsERvED in this laft part of his difcourfe, 
which was truly prophetic, though I fuppofe my 
father did not know it to be fo himfelf; I fay, 
Tobferved the tears run down his face very plen- 
tifully, and efpecially when he {poke of my bro- 
ther who was killed; and that when he fpoke of 
my having leifure to repent, and none to affift 
me, he was fo moved that he broke off the dif 
courfe, ind told me his heart was fo full he could 
fay no more to me. 


I was fincerely affected with this difcourfe, as 
indeed who could be otherwife> and I refolved 
not 
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not to think of going abroad any more, but to 
fettle at home, according to my father’s defire. 
But, alas! a few days wore it all off; and, in 
fhort, to prevent any of my father’s further im- 
portunities, in a few weeks after I refolved to run 
quite away from him. However, I did not act 
fo haftily neither, as my firft heat of refolution 
prompted, but I took my mother, at a time when 
I thought her a little pleafanter than ordinary, 
and told her, that my thoughts were fo entirely 
bent upon feeing the world, that I fhould never 
fettle to any thing with refolution enough to ga 
through with it, and my father had better give 
me his confent than force me to go without it: 
that I was now cighteen years old, which was too 
-Jate to go apprentice to a trade, or clerk to an 
attorney ; that I was fure if I did, I fhould never 
ferve out my time, and I fhould certainly run 
away from my mafter before my time was out, 
and go to fea; and if fhe would {peak to my 
father to let me make but one voyage abroad, if 
I came home again, and did not like it, I would 
go no more ; and I would promife, by a double 
diligence, to recover the time I had loft. 


Tis put my mother into a great paffion; fhe 
told me, fhe knew it would be to no purpofe to 
fpeak to my father upon any fuch fubject ; that 
he knew too well what was my interefk to give 
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his confent to any thing fo much for my hurt, 
and that fhe wondered how I could think of any 
fuch thing, after fuch a difcourfe as I had with 
my father, and fuch kind and tender expreffions 
as fhe knew my father had ufed to me; and that, 
in fhort, if I would ruin myfelf, there was no help 
forme, but I might depend I fhould never have 
their confent to it: that, for her part, fhe would 
not have fo much hand in my deftruction ; and [| 
fhould never have it to fay, “ that my mother 
** was willing when my father was not,” 


THoucH my mother refufed to move it to my 
father, yet, as I have heard afterwards, fhe re- 
ported all the difcourfe to him; and that my fa- 
ther, after fhewing a great concern at it, {aid to 
her with a figh,. “ That boy inight be happy, if 
“* he would ftay at home ; but, if he goes abroad, 
‘¢ he will be the moft miferable wretch that ever 
** was born: I can give no confent to it.” 


Ir was not till almoft a year after this that I 
broke loofe, though during that time I continued 
obftinately deaf to all propofals of fettling to 
bufinefs ; and frequently expoftulating with my 
father and mother about their being fo pofitively 
determined againft what they knew my inclina- 
tions prompted me to. But, being one day at 
Ffull, where I went cafually and without any 
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purpofe of making an elopement at that time; 
and one of my companions, about going to 
London by fea in his father’s fhip, he prompt- 
ed me to go with him, and the common al- 
lurement of feafaring men, viz. “ that it 
€* fhould coft me nothing for my paflage”; I con- 
fulted neither father-nor mother any more, nor 
fo much as fent them word of it; but leaving 
them to hear of it as they might, without afking 
God’s bleffing, or my father’s, without any con- 
fideration of circumftances or confequences, and 
in an ill hour, God knows, 


On the rft of September, 1661, I went on 
board a fhip bound for London; never any young 
adventurer’s misfortunes, I believe, began earlier, 
or continued longer than mine. The fhip was 
no fooner gotten out of the Humber, but the 
wind began to blow, and the waves to rife in a 
moft frightful manner ; and as I had never been 
at fea before, I was moft inexpreffibly fick in 
body, and terrified in my mind: I began now 
ferioufly to reflect upon what I had done, 
and how juftly I was overtaken by the judge- 
ment of Heaven, for leaving my father’s 
houfe, and abandoning my duty. All the good 
counfel of my parents, my. father’s tears, and my 
mother’s intreaties, came now frefh in my mind $ 
and my confcience, which was not yet come to 

the 
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the pitch of hardnefs to which it has been fince, 
reproached me with the contempt of advice, and 
the breach of my duty to God and my father. 

Axx this while the ftorm increafed, and the fea, 
which I had never been upon before, went very, 
high, though nothing like what I have feen ma- 
ny times fince; no, nor what! faw afew days after. 
But it was enough to affect me then, who was 
but a young failor, and had never known any 
thing of the matter. I expected every wave 
would have fwallowed us up, and that every time 
the fhip fell down, as I thought, in the trough or 
hollow of the fea, we fhould never rife more ; and 
in this agony of mind I made many vows and 
refolutions, that if it would pleafe God to 
{pare my life this voyage, if ever I got once 
my foot upon dry land again, I would go di 
rectly home to my father, and never fet it into a 
fhip again while I lived; that I would take his 
advice, and never run myfelf into fuch miferies 
as thefe any more. Now I faw plainly the good- 
nefs of his obfervations about the middle ftation 
of life, how eafy, how comfortably he had lived 
all his days, and never had been expofed to tem- 
pefts at fea, or troubles on fhore: and I refolved 
that I would, like a true repenting prodigal, go 
home to my father. 
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Turse wife and fober thoughts continued, 
during the ftorm, and indeed fome time after; 
but the next day, as the wind was abated, and. 
the fea calmer, I began to be a little: inured, 
to it. However, I was very grave that day,, 
being alfo a little fea-fick ftill; but towards 
night the weather cleared up, the wind was 
quite over, and a charming fine evening followed: 
the fun went down perfectly clear, and rofe fo. 
the next morning ; and having little or no wind 
and a fmooth fea, the fun fhining upon it, the 
fight was, asI thought, the moft delightful that, 
I ever faw, 


I wap flept well in the night, and was now no 
more fea-fick, but very chearful, looking with 
wonder upon the fea that was fo rough and terri- 
ble the day before, and could be fo calm and 
pleafant in a little time after. And now, left 
my good refolutions fhould continue, my compa- 
nion, who had indeed enticed me away, came to 
mie, and faid, ‘* Well, Bob,” clapping me on the 
fhoulder, ‘* how do you do after it? I warrant 
** you were frighted, wa’nt you, laft night, 
‘ when it blew but a cap full of wind?” <“< A 
cap full, d’you call it?” faid I. ’T was a ter- 
“< rible ftorm.” ‘* A ftorm, you fool,” replies 
he, ‘¢ do you call that a ftorm? Why, it was no- 
** thing at all; give us but.a good fhip and fea- 
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*¢ room, and we think nothing of fuch a fquall 
«© of wind as that: you are but a frefh-water 
«< failor, Bob; come, let us make a bowl of 
«© punch, and we'll forget all that. D’ye fee 
«© what charming weather ’tis now?” To make 
fhort this fad part of my ftory, we went the old 
way of all failors; the punch was made, and I 
was made drunk with it, and in that one night’s 
wickednefs I drowned all my repentance, all my 
reflections upon my paft conduét, and all my re- 
folutions for my future. In a word, as the fea 
was returned to its fmoothnefs of furface and 
fettled calmnefs, by the abatement of that ftorm, 
fo the hurry of my thoughts being over, my fears 
and apprehenfions of being fwallowed up by the 
fea being forgotten, and the current of my for- 
mer defires returned, I entirely forgot the vows 
and promifes that I made in my diftrefs. I found, 
indeed, fome intérvals of reflection, and feri- 
ous thoughts did, as it were, endeavour to return 
again fometimes, but I fhook them off, and roufed 
myfelf from them, as it were from a diftemper, 
and applying myfelf to drink and company, 
foon maftered the return of thofe fits, for fo I 
called them, and I had in five or fix days got as 
complete a victory over Confcience as any young 
fellow, that refolved not to be troubled with it, 
could defire. But I was to have another trial for 
it Rill; and Providence, as in fuch cafes oe- 
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nerally it does, refolved to leave me entirely 
without excufe: for if I would not take this for 
a deliverance, the next was to be fuch a one ag 
the worft and moft hardened wretch among us 
would confefs both the danger and the mercy. 
The fixth day of our being at fea we came into 
Yarmouth roads; the wind having been contrary, 
and the weather calm, we had made but little 
way fince the ftorm. Here we were obliged ta 
come to an-anchor, and here we lay, the wind 
continuing contrary, viz. at fouth-weft, for feven 
or eight days, during which time a great many 
fhips from Newcaftle came into the fame roads, 
as the common harbour where the thips might wait 
for a wind in the river. We had not, however, 
rid here long, and fhould have tided up the river, 
but that the wind blew too frefh; and after we 
had lain four or five days, blew very hard. How- 
ever, the roads being reckoned as good as a har- 
bour, the anchorage good, and our eround-tackle 
very ftrong, our men were unconcerned, and not 
in the leaft apprehenfive of danger, but fpent 
the time in reft and mirth, after the manner of 
the fea; however the eighth day in the morning’, 
the wind increafed, and we had all hands at work 
to ftrike our topmafts, and make every thing 
{nug and clofe, that the thip might ride as ealy 
as poflible. By noon the fea went very high in- 
deed, and our fhip rid forecaftle in, fhipped fe- 
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veral feas, ahd we thought once or twice our 
anchor had come home; upon which our mafter 
ordered out the fheet-anchor, fo that. we rode 
‘with two anchors a-head, and the cables veered 


out to the better end. 


By this time it blew a terrible ftorm indeed, 
and now I began to fee terror and amazement in 
the faces of even the feamén thenifelves: The 
mafter, though vigilant to the bufinefs of pre- 
{erving the fhip, yet, ashe went in and out of his 
Cabin by me, I could hear him foftly to himfelf 
{ay, feveraltimes, ‘‘ Lord, be merciful tous, we 
«© fhall be all loft; we fhall be all undone,” and 
the like. During thefe firft hurries I was ftupid, 
lying fill in my cabin, which was in the fteer- 
age, and cannot defcribe my temper. I could ill 
re-affume the firft penitence, which I had fo ap- 
parently trampled upon, and hardened my felf 
againft; 1 thought that the bitternefs of death 
had been paft, and that this would be nothing 
too, like the firft: but when the mafter himfelf 
came by ine, as I faid juft now, and faid we 
fhould be all lo&, I was dreadfully frighted. I 
got up out of my cabin and looked out, but 
fuch a difmal fight I never faw; the fea went 
mountains high, and broke upon us every three or 
four minutes. When I could look about, I could 
fee nothing but diftrefs round us ; two fhips, that 

rid 
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rid near us,.we found had cut their mafts by the 
board, being deep loaden, and our men cried out, 
that a fhip which rid about a mile a-head of us 
was foundered. Two more fhips, being driven 
from their anchors, were run out of the roads ta 
fea at all adventures, and that with not a mat 
ftanding. The light fhips fared the beft, as not 
fo much labouring in the fea; but two or three 
of them drove and came clofe by us, running 
away with only their fprit-fail out before the 
wind. ‘Toward evening the mate and boatf{wain 
begged the mafter of our fhip to let them cut 
away the foremaft, which he was very loth to do; 
but the boatfwain protefting to him, that if he 
did not, the fhip would founder, he confented, 
and when they had cut away the foremafl, the 
mainmaft ftood fo loofe, and fhook the fhip fo 
much, they were obliged to cut it away alfo, and 
make a clear deck. 


ANY one may judge what a condition I muft be 
in at all this, who was but a young failor, and 
who had been in fuch a fright before, at buta 
little. But if I can exprefs at this diftance the 
thoughts I had about me at that time, I was in 
tenfold more horror of mind, upon account of 
my former convictions, and the having returned | 
from them, to the refolutions I had wickedly 
taken at firft, than I was at death itfelf ; and 
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thefe, added tothe terror of the ftorm, put me 
‘nto fuch a condition, that I can by no words 
defcribe it. But the worft was not come yet ; the 
ftorm continued with fuch fury, that the feamen 
themfelves acknowledged they had never known 
a worfe. .We hada good fhip, but fhe was deep 
loaden, and wallowed in the fea, that the fea- 
men.every now and then cried out, fhe would 
founder. It was my advantage in one refpect, 
that I did not know what they meant by “ foun- 
é¢ der,” till I enquired. However, the ftorm. 
was fo violent; that I faw, what is not ofter 
feen, the mafter, the boatfwain, and fome others, 
more fenfible than the reft, at their prayers, and 
expecting every moment the fhip would go 
to the bottom. In the middle of the night, and 
under all the reft of our diftreffes, one of the men 
that had been down on purpofe to fee, cried out, 
sé we had fprung a leak ;” another faid, ¢¢ there 
«© was four foot water in the hold.” Then all 
hands were called to the pump. At that very 
word, my heart, as Ithought, died within me; | 
and I fell backwards upon the fide of my bed 
where I fat in the cabbin. However, the men 
roufed me, andtold me, ‘¢ that I, whowas able 
to do nothing before, was as well able to pump 
‘© as another,” at which I flirred up, and went to 
the pump and worked very heartily. While this 
was doing, the mafter feeing fome light colliers, 
who 
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who not ableto ride out the ftorm, were obliged 
to flip andrun away tofea,and wouldnotcome near 
us, ordered us to fire a gunas a fignal of diftrefs. 
I who knew nothing what that meant, was fo 
furprifed, that I thought the fhip had broke, or 
fome dreadful thing had happened. In a word, 
I was fo furprifed, that I fell down in a fwoon. 
As this was a time when every body had his own 
life to think of, no body minded me, or what 
was bécome of me; but another man ftept up to 
the pump, and thrufting me afide with his foot, 
let me lie, thinking Ihad been dead; and it was 
a great while before I came to myfelf. 


‘We worked on, but the water increafing in the 
hold, it was apparent that the fhip would foun- 
der, and though the ftorm began to abate a lit-. 
tle, yet as it was not poffible fhe could fwim till 
we might run into a port, fo the mafter conti- 
nued firing guns for help; and a light fhip who 
had rid it out juft a-head of us, ventured a boat 
euttohelp us; It was with the utmoft hazard 
the boat came near us, but it was impoffible for 
us to get on board, or for the boat to lie near the 
fhip’s fide; till at laft the men rowing very 
heartily, and venturing their lives to fave ours, 
our men caft them a rope over the ftern with a 
buoy to it, and then veered it out a great length, 
which they, after great labour and hazard, took 
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hold of, and we haled them clofe under our ftérn,. 
and got all into their boat. It was to no purpofe 
for them or us, after we were in the boat, to 
think of reaching their own fhip; fo all agreed 
to let her drive, and only to pull her in towards 
fhore as much as we could; and our matter pro- 
mifed them, that if the boat was ftaved upon 
fhore, he would make it good to their mafter ; 
fo partly rowing, and partly driving our boat, we 
went away to the northward, floping towards. 
the fhore almoft as far as Winterton-Nefs. 


ee 
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WE were not much more than a quarter of an 
hour out of our fhip, but we faw her fink, and 
then I underftood, for the firfttime, what was 
meant by a fhip foundering in the fea: I muft 
acknowledge, I had hardly eyes to look up when 
the feamen told me, ‘¢ fhe was finking ;” for, 

from that moment, they rather put me into the 
boat than that I might be faid to go in. My 
heart was as it were dead within me, partly with 
fright, partly with horror of mind, and the 
thoughts of what was yet before me. 


WHILE we were in this condition, the men yet 
fabouring at the oar to bring the boat near the 
fhore, we could fee (when our boat mounting 
the waves we were able to fee the fhore) a great 
many people running along the fhore, to affift us 

A, when 
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when we fhould come near, but we made but 
flow way towards the fhore, nor were we able to 
reach the fhore, till being paft the light-houfe at 
Winterton, the fhore falls off to the weftward 
towards Cromer, and fo the land broke off a lit» 
tle, the violence of the wind: here we got in; 
and, though not without much difficulty, got all | 
fafe on fhore, and walked afterwards on foot to 
Yarmouth ; where; as unfortunate men, we were 
ufed with great humanity, as well by the magi- 
{trates of the town, who affigned us good quar- 
ters, as by particular merchants and owners of 
fhips ; and had money given us fufficient to car- 
ry us either to London, or back to Hull, as we 
thought fit. 


Hap I now had the fenfe to have gone back to 
Hull, and have gone home, I had been happy; 
and my father, an emblem of eur bleffed Saviour’s 
parable, had even killed the fatted calf for me}; for 
hearing the fhip I went away in, was caft away. 
in Yarmouth Roads, it was a great while before 
he had any aflurance that I was not drowned. 


_ Bur my ill fate pufhed me on now with an ob: 
ftinacy that nothing could refift ; and though I 
had feveral times loud calls ftom my reafon, and 
iby more compofed judgment, to go home, yet 
Thad no power to doit. I know not what to call 
C2 this, 
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this, nor will I urge, that it is a fecret over- 
ruling decree that hurries us on to be the inftru- 
ments of our own deftruétion, even though it be 
before us, and that we rufh uponit with our eyes 
opera. Certainly nothing but fuch decreed, un- 
avoidable mifery attending, and which it was im- 
poffible for me to efcape, could have pufhed me 
forward againft the calm reafonings and perfua- 
fions of my moft retired thoughts, and againft two 
fuch vifible inftructions as I had met with in my 
firft attempt. | 


My comrade, who had helped to harden me 
before, and who was the mafter’s fon, was now 
lefs forward than I; the firft time he fpoke to me 
after we were at Yarmouth, which was not till 
two or three days, for we were feparated in the 
town to feveral quarters ; I fay, andthe firft time 
he faw me it appeared his tone was altered, and 
looking very melancholy, and fhaking his head, 
afked me how I did; telling his father who I was, 
and how I had come this voyage only for a trial, 
in order to go farther abroad; his father turning 
tome, with a very grave and concerned tone, 
‘¢ Young man,” fayshe, “‘ you ought never to 
‘< go to fea any more, you ought to take this 
«¢ for a plain and vifible token, that you are not 
“© to bea feafaring man.” ‘“ Why, fir,” faid I, 
will you go to fea nomore?” “ That is another 

ce cafe,” 
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“* cafe,” faid he, ‘it is my calling, and there- 
** fore my duty; but as you made this voyage 
“* for atrial, you fee what a tafte heaven has eiv- 
“en you of what you are to expect, if you per-~ 
“* fift. Perhaps this is all befallen us on your 
“account; like Jonah in the fhip of Tarthith,’; 
<* Pray,” continues he, * what are you, and on 
*¢ what account did you go to fea >” Upon that, 
I told him fome of my ftory, atthe end of which, 
he burft out with a ftrange kind of paffion, 
‘* What have I done,” faid he, “ that fuch an 
*€ unhappy wretch fhould come into my fhip?> I 
“* would not fet my foot in the fame fhip with 
“‘ thee again, for a thoufand pounds.” This ine 
deed was, as I faid, an excurfion of his {pirits, 
which were yet agitated by the fenfe of his lofs, 
and was farther than he could have authority to 
go. However, he afterwards talked very graves 
ly tome, exhorted me to go back to my father, 
and not tempt providence to my ruin; told me, 
“* I might fee a vifible hand of heaven againit me ; 
“" and, young man”, faid he, «« depend upon it, 
“¢ if you do not go back, wherever you go, you 
“< will meet with nothing but difafters and difap- 
‘* pointments, till your father’s words are fulfill- 
*< ed upon you.” We parted foon after, for I 
made him little anfwer, and I faw him no more; 
which way he went I know not. As for me, 
having fome money in my pocket, I travelled to 
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London by land ; and there, as well as on the 
road, had many ftrugeles with myfelf, what 
courte of life I fhould take, and whether I fhould 
go home, or go to fea. As to going home, 
fhame oppofed the beft motions that offered to 
my thoughts ; and it immediately occured to me, 
how I fhould be laughed at among the neigh- 
bours ; and fhould be afhamed to fee, not my 
father and mother only, but even every body 
elfe ; from whence I have fince often obferved, 
how incongruous and irrational the common tem 
per of mankind is, efpecially of youth, to that 
reafon which ought to guide them in fuch cafes, 
viz. that they are not afhamed to fin, and 
yet are afhamed to repent ; not afhamed of the 
action, for which they ought juftly to be 
efteemed fools, but are afhamed of the return- 


ing, which only can make them be efteemed 


wife men. 


Ix this ftate’ of life, however, I remained fome 
time, uncertain what meafure to take, and what 
courfe of life to lead. An irrefiftable reluctance 
continued to go home; and as I ftayed a while, 
the remembrance of the diftrefs I had been in 
wore off ; and as that abated, the little motion I. 
had in my defires to a return, wore off with it, 
till at laft I quite laid afide the thoughts of it, 
and looked out fora voyage. ‘That evil influ- 

ence 
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ence which carried me firft away from my father’s 
houfe, that hurried me into the wild and indi 
gefted notion of raifing my fortune’; and that im- 
preft thofe conceits fo forcibly upon me, as to 
make me deaf to all good advice, and to the en- 
treaties, and even commiand of my father: I fay, 
the {ame influence, whatever it was, prefented 
the moft unforttnate of all enterprizes to my 
view ; and I wenton board a veffe] beund to the 
coaft of Africa ; or, a8 our-failors vulgarly call it, 
a voyage to Guinea. 


Ir was my great misfortune, that in all thefe 
adventures, I did not thip myfelf as a failor, 
whereby, though I might indeed, have worked 
a little harder than ordinary, yet at the fame 
time, [had learnéd the duty and office of a fore- 
maft-man, and in time, might have qualified 
myfelf for amate, or lieutenant, if not for a maf- 
ter: But as it was always my fate to choofe for 
the worfe, foI did here; for having money in 
my pocket, and good cloaths upon my back, I 
would always goon board in the habit of a gen- 
tleman ; and fo I neither had any bufinefs in the 
fhip, or learnedto do any, It was my lot firft of 
all, to fall into pretty good company in London, 
which does not always happen to fuch loofe and 
unguided young fellows as I then was; the devil 
generally, not omitting to lay fome fnare for them 
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very early. But it was not fo with me, I firft fell 
aequainted with the mafter of a thip, who had 
been on the coaft of Guinea, and who having had 
very good fuccefs there, was refolved to go 
again ; and who taking a fancy to my converfa- 
tion, which was not at all difagreeable at that 
time, hearing me fay, ‘* I had a mind to fee the 
<¢ world,” told me, ‘ If] would go the voyage 
ss with him, I fhould be at noexpence : I fhould 
s¢ be his mefs-mate and his companion, and if] 
<¢ could carry any thing with me, I fhould have 
‘ all the advantage of it that the trade would ad- 
«© mit ; and perhaps, I might meet with fome 
‘© encouragement.” I embraced the offer, and 
entering into a ftrict friendfhip with this captain, 
who was an honeft and plain-dealing man. I 
went the voyage with him, and carried a {malf 
adventure with me, which by the difinterefted 
honefty of my friend the captain, I encreafed 
very confiderably ; for I carried about 4ol.in fuch 
toys and trifles as the captain directed me to buy. 
This gol. I had muftered together by the affift- 
ance of fome of my relations whom I correfpond - 
ed with, and who, I believe got my father, or at 
leaft my mother, to contribute fo muchas that to 
my firft adventure. This was the only voyage 
which I may fay, was fuccefsful in all my adven- — 
tures, and which I owe to the integrity and ho- 
nefty of my friend the captain, under whom alfa, 

I got 
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I got 2 competent knowledge of the mathema. 
tics and the rules of navigation, learned how to 
keep an account of the fhip’s courfe, take an ob 
fervation, and, in fhort, to underftand fome things 
that were needful to be underftood by a failor ; 
for as he took delight to introduce me, I took dew 
light to learn, and, in a word, this voyage made 
me both a failor and a merchant, for 1 brought 
home slb. gz. of gold duft for my adventure, 
which yielded me insLondon at my return almoft 
3001. and this filled me with thofe afpiring thoughts 
which have fince fo completed my ruin. Yet 
even in this voyage I had my misfortunes too, 
particularly, that I was continually fick, being 
thrown into a violent calenture by the exceffive 
heat of the climate; our principal trading being 
upon the coaft, from the latitude of 15 degrees 
north, even to the line itfelf. 


I was now fet up for a Guinea trader ; and my 
friend, to my great misfortune, dying foon after 
his arrival, I refolved to go the fame voyage 
again, and I embarked in the fame veffel with one 
who was his mate in the former voyage, and had 
now got the command of the fhip. This was 
the unhappieft voyage that ever man made; for 
though I did not carry quite 1ool. of my new- 
gained wealth, fo that Ihad 2001. left, and which 
I lodged with my friend’s widow, who was very 


juft 
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juft to me, yet I fell into terrible misfortunes in 
this voyage, and the firft was this, viz. Our fhip 
making her courfe*towards the Canary Iflands, 
or rather between thofe iflands and the African 
fhore,. was furprized in the grey of the morning 
by a: Turkifh rover, of Sallee, who gave chacé 
to us, with all the fail fhe could make. ~We 
crouded alfo as much canvas as our yards would 
fpread, or our mafts carry, to have got clear; but. 
finding the pirate gained upon us; and would 
certainly come up with us in a few hours, we. pre= 
pared to fight, our fhip having 12 guns, and the 
rogue 18. About three in the:afternoon he came 
up with us, and bringing to, by miftake, juft 
athwart our quarter, inftead of athwart our ftern; 
as he intended, we brought cight of our guns to 
bear on that fide, and poured in'a broadfide upon 
him, which made him fheer off again, after rez 
turning our fire, and pouring in alfo his fmall fhot 
from near 200 mén which he had on board. 
However, we had nota man touched, all our men 
keeping clofe. He prepared to attack us again, 
and we to defend ourfelves; but laying us on 
board the next time upon our other quarter; he 
entered 60 men upon our decks, who immediately 
fell to cutting and hacking the fails and rigging. 
We plyed them with fmall thot, half-pikes, pow+ 
der-chefts, and fuch like, and cleared our deck of 
them twice. However, to cut fhort this melan- 
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choly part of our ftory, our fhip being difabled, 
and three of our men killed, and eight wounded, 
we were obliged to yield, and were carried all 


prifoners into Sallee, a port belonging to the 
Moors. 


Tue ufage Lhad there was not fo dreadful as 
at firft I apprehended, nor was I carried up the 
country to the emperor’s court, asthe reft of our 
men were, but was kept by the captain of the 
rover as his proper prize, and made his flave; 
being young and nimble, and fit for his bufitiefs. 
At this furprizing change of my circumftances, 
from a merchant to a miferable flave, I was per- 
fe&tly overwhelmed; and now I looked back'up- 
on my father’s prophetic difcourfe tome, “that 
*< J fhould be miferable, and have none to relieve 
é¢me;” which Ithought was now fo effectually 
brought to pafs, that it could not be worfe; that 
now.the hand of heaven had overtaken me, and 
IJ was undone without redemption. But alas! 
this was but a tafte of the mifery I was to’ go 
through as will appear inthe fequel of this ftory. 


> 


As my new patron, or mafter, had taken me 
home to his houfe, fo I was in hopes that he 
would take me with him when le went to fea 
again, believing that it would fome time or 
other be his fate to be taken by a Spanifh or Por- 
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tugal man of war, and that then I fhould be fet at 
liberty. But this hope of mine was foon taken 
away; fos when he went to fea, he left me on 
fhore to look after his little garden, and do the 
common drudgery of flaves about his houfe ; 
and when he came home again from his cruife, 
he ordered me to lie in the cabin, to look after 


the thip. 


Here I meditated nothing but my efcape, and 
what method I might take to effectit, but found 
no way that had the leaft probability init. No- 
thing prefented to.make the fuppofition of it ra- 
tional ; for I had nobody to communicate it to 
that would embark with me; no fellow-flave, 
no Englifhman, Irifhman, or Scotfman there but 
myfelf; fo that for two years, though I often 
pleafed myfelf with the imagination, yet I never 
had the leaft encouraging profpect of putting it 
in practice. 


AFTER about two years, an odd circumftance 
prefented itfelf, which put the old thought of 
making fome attempt for my liberty again in my 
head: My patron lying at home longer than 
ufual, without fitting out his fhip, which, as I 
heard was for want of money ; he ufed conftantly 
once or twice a week, fometimes oftener, if the 
weather was fair, to take the fhip’s pinnace and 


go out into the road a fifhing ; and as he always 
took 
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took me anda young Marefco with him to row 
the boat, we made him very merry, and I proved 
very dextrous in catching fifh, infomuch that 
fometimes he would fend me with a Moor, one of 
his kinfmen, and the youth the Marefco, as they 
called him, to catch a difhof fith for him. 


It happened one time, that going a fifhing in 
a ftark calm morning, a fog rofe fo thick, that 
though we were not half a league from the fhote 
we loft fight of it; and rowing, we knew not 
whither, or which way, we laboured all day and 
all the next night, and when the morning came, 
we found we had pulled off to fea, inftead of 
pulling in for the fhore, and that we were at lea{t 
two leagues from the fhore: However we got 
well in again, though with a great deal of la- 
bour, and fome danger, for the wind began to 
blow pretty frefh in the morning ; but particu- 
larly we were all very hungry. 


Bur our patron, warned by this difafter, re. 
folved to take more care of himfelf for the fu. 
ture ; and having lying by him the long boat of our 
Englifh fhip he had taken, he refolved he wouid 
not go a fifhing any more without a compafs and 
fome provifion ; fo he ordered the carpenter of 
his fhip, who wasalfo an Englith flave, to build 
a little {tate room or cabbin in the middle of the 


long 
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long-boat, like that of a barge, with a place to 
ftand behind it to fteer and haul home the main- 
fheet, and room before for a hand or two to ftand 
and work the fails. She failed with what we call 
afhoulder of mutton fail, and the boom gibb’d 
over the top of the cabin, which lay very fnug 
and low, and had in it room for him to lie with a 
flave or two, and a table to eat on, with fome 
{mall lockers to put in fome bottles of fuch liquor 
as he thought fit to drink, particularly his bread, 
rice, and coffee. 


We went frequently out with this boat a fith- 
ing, and as I was moft dextrous to cateh fith for 
him, he never went without me. It happened 
that he had appointed to go out inthis boat, either 
for pleafure or for fifh, with two or three Moors 
of fome diftinction in that place, and for whom 
he had provided extraordinarily, and had there- 
fore fent on board the boat over-night a larger 
{tore of provifions than ordinary, and had ordered. — 
me to get ready three fufees, with powder and 
fhot, which were on board his hip, for that they 
defigned fome {port of fowling as well as fifhing. 


I cor all things ready as he had direéted, and 
waited the next mofning with the boat wafhed 
clean, her antient and penants out, and every 
thing to accommodate his guefts: When by and 

by 
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by my patron came on. board alone, and told 
me his guefts had put off going, upon fome bu- 
finefs that fell out, and ordered'me with the man 
and boy, as ufual, to go out with the boat, and. 
catch them fome fith, for that his friends were to 
fup at his houfe; and commanded that as foon as 
[ had got fome fith, I fhould’bring it home to his 
houfe ; all aaa I prepared to do. 


Tus moment my former notions of deliverance 
darted into my ‘thoughts, for new I found I was 
like to have'a little thip at my ‘command : ; and 
my mafter being gone, I prepared to furnith my- 
felf, not fora fithing bufinefs, but for a voyage ; 
though I knew not, neither did.I fo much as con- 
fider, whither I fhould fteer, for any where to get 
out of that place was my Way. 


My firft contrivance was tomake 3 pretence to 
{peak to this Moor, to get fomething for our 
{ubfiftence on board; for Itold him we muff not 
prefume to eat of ‘our patron’s bread; he faid 
that was true; fo he brought a large Holteee of 
rufk or bifcuit of their kind, and rhvelacs jars with 
‘freth water into the boat; Lknew where my pa- 
tron’s cafe of bottles ftood, which it was evident 
by the make, were taken out of fome Enelith 
prize, and I conveyed them into the boat while 
the Moor was-on fhore, as if they had been ther 
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before for our mafter. I conveyed alfo a great 


lump of bees wax into the boat, which weighed 


above half a hundred weight, with a parcel of 
twine or thread, a hatchet, a faw; and a ham- 
mer, all which were of great ufe to us after- 
wards, efpecially the wax to make candles. 
Another trick I tried upon him, which he 
innocently came into alfo ; his name was Ifmael, 
whom they called Muley or Moley ; fo I called 
to him, “* Moley,” faid I, ** our patron’s guns 
<< are on board the boat, can you not get a little 
<* powder and fhot ? it may be we may kill fome 
‘© acalmies (fowl like our curlieus) for ourfelves; 
‘© for I know he keeps the gunner’s ftores in the 
“ hip.” “Yes,” fays he, « Vl bring fome;” 
andaccordingly he brought a great leather pouch, 
which held about a pound and half of powder, 


or rather more, and another with fhot that had 


five or fix pounds, with fome bullets, and put all 


into the boat: at the fame time I found fome 


powder of my mafter’s in the great cabin, with 
which I filled one of the large bottles in the cafe, 
which was almoft empty, pouring what was in tt 
into another; and thus furnifhed with every 
thing needful, we failed out of the port to fith j 
the caftle, which is at the entrance of the port, 
knew who we were, and took no notice of us; 
and we were not above a mile out of the port, be- 
fore we hauled in our fail, and fet us down to fith; 

the 
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The wind blew from N.N,E. which was con-— 
trary tomy defire; for, had it blown foutherly, I 
had been fure to have made the coat of Spain, 
and at laft reached to the bay of Cadiz: but my 
refolutions were, blow which way it would, I 
would be gone from that horrid place where I 
was, and leave the reft to fate, 


AFTER we had fithed fome time and catched no« 
thing, for when I had fith on my hook I would 
not pull them up, that he might not fee them; 
I {aid to the Moor, “* This will not do, our maf- 
“¢ ter will not be thus ferved, we muft fand far- 
ther off. He, thinking no harm, agreed ; and 
being in the head of the boat, fet the fails; and 
as I had the helm, I run the boat out near a 
league farther, and then brought her to, as if I 
would fifh.. Then, giving the boy the helm, I 
ftepped forward to where the Moor was, and 
making as if I ftooped for fomething behind him, 
I took him by furprize with my arm under his 
twift, and toffed him clear everboard into the 
fea. He rofe immediately, for he fwam like a 
cork, and called to me, begged to be taken In, 
told me he would go all the world over with me. 
Fle fwam fo ftrong after the boat, that be, would 
have reached me very quickly, there being but 
little wind ; upon which I ftepped into the cab- 
bin, and fetching ene of the fowling-pieces, I 
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prefented it at him, and told him, “I had done 
<¢ him no hurt, and if he would be quiet I would 
<¢ do him none; but, faid I, you fwim well 
«© enough to reach the fhore, and the fea is calm, 
‘¢ make the beft of your way to fhore, and I will 
«© do you no harm: but if you come near the 
<< boat, I will fhoot you through the head, for I 
«* am refolved to have my liberty.” » So he turn- | 
ed himfelf about, and fwam for the fhore ; and I 
make no doubt but he reached it with eafe, for 
he was an excellent fwimmer. 

I coup have been content to have taken this 
Moor with mie, and have drowned the boy, but 
there was no venturing to truft him. When he 
was gone, I turned to the boy, whom they called 
Xury, and faid to him, “* Xury, if you will be 
‘ faithful tome, I will make you a great man ; 
<¢ but if you will not ftroak your face to be true 
“¢ to me, (that is, fwear by Mahomet and his 
‘ father’s beard) I muft throw you into the fea. 
‘*< too.” The boy fmiled in my face, and fpoke 
fo innocently, that I could not miftruft him, and 
{wore to be faithful to me, and go all over the 
world with me. 


Ca 


Cay 


Wuite I was in view of the Moor that was 
fwimming, I ftood out direétly to the fea with 
the boat, rather firetching to windward, that they 

might 
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might think me gone towards the Strait’s mouth, 
(as indeed any one that had been in their wits 
mutt have been fuppofed to do) for who would 
have fuppofed we were failed on to the fouth- 
ward, to the truly Barbarian coaft, where whole 
nations of Negroes were fure to furround us with 
their canoes, and deftroy us; where we could 
hever once go on fhore, but we fhould be devoured 
by favage beafts, or more mercilefs favages of 
human kind, 


Bur as foon as it grew dutk ih the evening, I 
changed my courfe, and fteered directly fouth and 
by eatt, bending my courfe a little toward the 
eaft, that I might keep in with the fhore: and 
having a fair fref gale of wind, and a fmooth 
quiet fea, I made fuch fail, that I believe by the 
the next day, at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
when I firft made the land, I could not be lefs 
than 150 miles fouth of Sallee, quite beyond the 
Emperor of Morocco’s dominions, or indeed of 
any other King thereabouts, for we faw no peo- 


ple. 


Yer fuch was the fright I had taken at the 
Moors, and the dreadful apprehenfions I had of 
falling into their hands, that I would not ftop, 
or go on thore, or come to an anchor, the wind 
continuing fair, till I had failed in that manner 
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five days; and then the wind fhifting to the 
fouthward, I concluded alfo, that if any of our 
veflels were in chafe of me, they alfo would now 
give over: fo I ventured to make to the coaft, 
and came to an anchor in the mouth of a little 
river. I knew not what or where, neither what 
latitude, what country, what nation, or what 
river. I neither faw or defired to fee any people; 
the principal thing I wanted was frefh water. 
We came into this creek in the evening, refolving 
to fwim on fhore as foon as it was dark, and dif- 
cover the country; but as foon as it was quite 
dark, we heard fuch dreadful noifes of the bark- 
ing, roaring and howling of wild creatures, of we 
knew not what kinds, that the poor boy was ready 
to die with fear, and begged of me not to go on 
fhore till day. ‘* Well, Xury,” faid I, “ then | 
6 will not; but, it may be, we may fee men by 
«© day, who will be as bad to us as thofe lions.” 
«¢ ‘Then we give them the fhoot-gun,” fays Xury, | 
laughing ; ‘* make them run way.”—Such Enelith 
Xury fpoke by converfing among us flaves. 
However, I was glad to fee the boy fo cheerful, 
and I gave him a dram out of our patron’s cafe 
of bottles, to cheer him up. After all, Xury’s 
advice was good, and I took it. We dropped 
our little anchor, and lay ftill all night; I fay, 
{till, for we flept none; and in two or three hours 
we faw vaft great creatures (we knew not what 

z to 
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to call them) of many forts, come down to the 
fea-fhore, and run into the water, wallowing and 
wafhing themfelves, for the pleafure of cooling 
themfelves, and they made fuch hideous how!- 
ings and yellings, that I never indeed heard the 


like, 


Xury was dreadfully frighted, and indeed fo 
was I too; but we were both more frighted when 
we heard one of thefe mighty creatures come 
{wimming towards our boat: we could not fee 
him, but we might hear him by his blowing to 
be a monftrous, huge, and furious beaft. Xury 
faid it was a lion, and it might be fo for aught I 
know; but poor Xury cried to me to weigh the 
anchor and row away. ‘* No, fays, I Xury ;” 
f© we can flip our cable with the buoy to it, and 
** go off to fea: they cannct follow us far,” I 
had no fooner faid fo, byt I perceived the crea- 
ture (whatever it was) within two oars length, 
which fomethinge furprized me ; however, I im- 
mediately ftept to the cabbin door, and taking 
up my gun, fired at him: upon which he im- 


mediately turned about, and fwam to the fhore 
again, 


Bur it is impoffible to defcribe the horrible 
noifes, and hideous cries and howlings that were 
raifed, as well upon the edge of the fhore as 


De2 higher 
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higher within the country, upon the noife or re- 
port of the gun; a thing, I believe, thofe crea- 
tures had never heard before. This convinced 
me there was no going on fhore for us in the night 
upon that coaft, and how to venture on fhore in 
the day was another queftion too; for to have 
fallen into the hands of any of the favages, had 
been as bad as to have fallen into the paws of 
lions and tygers; at leaft we were equally appre 
henfive of the danger of it. 


Be that as it would, we were obliged to go on 
fhore fomewhere or other for water, for we had 
not a pint left in the boat; when and where to 
get it was the point. Xury faid, if I would let 
him go on fhore with one of the jars, he would 
find if there was any water, and bring fome to 
me. I afked him ‘‘ why he would go? why I 
<¢ fhould not go, and he flay in the boat?” The 
boy anfwered with fo much affeétion, that he 


made me love him ever after. Says he, “If - 


‘* wild mans come they eat me, you go way.” 
“¢ Well, Xury,” faid I, “¢, we will both go; and 
<< if the wild mans come, we will kill them; they 
 fhall eat neither of us.” Sol gave Xury a 
piece of rufk bread to eat, and a dram out of our 
patron’s cafe of bottles, which I mentioned be- 
fore; and we haled the boat as near the fhore as 
we thought was proper, and fo waded to fhore, 


carrying 


\ 
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. | ° e 
carrying nothing but our arms and two jars for 
water, 


I pip not care to go out of fight of the boat, 
fearing the coming of canoes with favages down 
the river; but the boy feeing a low place about 
a mile up the country, rambled to it; and by and 
by Ifaw him come running toward me. I thought 
he was purfued by fome favage, or frighted with 
fome wild beaft, and I ran forwards towards him 
to help him; but, when I came nearer to him, I 
{aw fomething hanging over his fhoulders, which 
was a creature that he had fhot, like a hare, but 
different in colour, and longer legs; however, we 
were very glad of it, and it was very good meat ; 
but the great joy that poor Xury came with was 
to tell me, he had found good water, and feen no 
wild mans, 


Bur we found afterwards, that we need not 
take fuch pains for water, for a little higher up 
the creek where we were, we found the water 
frefh when the tide was out, which flowed but a 
little way up; fo we filled our jars, and, having 
a fire, feafted on the hare we had killed ; and pre- 
pared to go on our way, having feen no foot- 
fieps of any human creature in that part of the 


country. 
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As I had been one voyage to this coaft before, 
I knew very well that the iflands of the Canaries, 
and the Cape de Verd iflands alfo, lay not far 
from the coaft. But as I had ‘no inftruments to 
take an obfervation, to know what latitude we 
were in, and did not exa¢tly know, or at leaft re- 
member what latitude they were in, I knew not 
where to look for them, or when to ftand off to 
fea towards them, otherwife I might now have 
eafily found fome of thefe iflands. But my hope 
was, that if I ftood a long this coaft, till 1 came 
to the part where the Englifh traded, I fhould find 
fome of their veffels upon their ufual defign of 
trade, that would relieve and take us. in. 


By the beit of my calculation, the place where 
{now was, muft be that country, which lying 
between the Emperor of Morocco’s dominions 
and the negroes, lies wafte and uninhabited, ex- 
cept by wild beafts, the negroes having aban- 
doned it, and gone farther fouth, for fear of the 
Moors, and the Moors not thinking it worth in- 
habiting, by reafon of its barrennefs ; and indeed, 
both forfaking it becaufe of the prodigious num- 
bers of tygres, lions, leopards, and other furious 
creatures which harbour there ; fo that the Moors 
ufe it for their hunting only, where they go like. 
an army, two or three thoufand men at a time ; 
andindeed, for near an hundred miles together 

upon 
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upon the coaft, we faw nothing but a wafte unin- 
habited country by day, and heard nothing but 
howlings and roaring of wild beafts by night. 


Once or twice in the day-time, I thought Ifaw 
the Pico of Teneriffe, being the top of the moun- 
tain Teneriffe in the Canaries ; and had a ereat 
mind to venture out, in hopes of reaching thither, 
but having tried twice, I was forced in again by 
contrary winds ;_ the fea alfo going too high for 
my little veffel, fo I refolved to purfue my firft 
defign, and keep along the fhore. 


SEVERAL times I was obliged toland for freth 
water, after we left this place ; and once in par- 
ticular ; being early in the morning, we came to 
an anchor under a little point of land which was 
pretty high, and the tide beginning to flow, we 
lay full, to go farther in: -Kury, whofe eyes 
- were more about him, than it feems mine were, 
calls foftly to me, and tells me, ‘that we had 
** beft go farther off the fhore; for,” fays he, 
** look yonder lies a dreadful monfter on the fide 
** of that hillock, faftafleep :” I looked where he 
pointed, and faw a dreadful monfter indeed, for 
it was a terrible great lion, that lay on the fide of 
the fhore, under the fhade of a piece of a hill, 
that hung as it were overhim. ‘¢ Xury,” fays I, 
f€ you fhall go on fhore and kill him :”- Xury 

looked 
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looked frighted, and faid, ‘* Me kill! he eat me 
«© at one mouth ;” one mouthful he meant : 
However, Ifaidno more to the boy, but bad him 
lie fill ; and I took our biggeft gun, which was 
almoft mufquet bore, and I loaded it with a good 
charge of powder, and with two flugs, and laid it 
down ; thenI loaded another gun with two bul- 
lets, and the third, for we had three pieces, I 
loaded with five fmaller bullets: I took the beft 
aim I could with the firft piece, to have fhot him 
into the head, but he lay fo with his leg raifed 
a littleabove his nofe, that the flugs hit his lee 
about the knee, and broke the bone ; he ftarted 
up, growling at firft, but finding his leg broke, 
fell down again, and then got up upon threelegs, 
and gave the moft hidcous roar that ever I heard: 
I was alittle furprized that I did not hit him on 
the head ; however, Itook up the fecond piece 
immediately, and though he began to move off, | 
fired again, and fhot him into the head, and had 
the pleafure to fee him drop, and make but lit- 
tle noife, but lay ftrugeling for life, Then Aury 
took heart, and would have me let him go on 
fhore: ‘* Well go,” faid I, fo the boy jumped 
into the water, and taking a little gun in one 
hand, {wam on fhore with the other hand, and 
coming clofe to the creature, put the muzzle of 
the piece to his ear, and fhot him into the head 
again, which difpatched him quite. 

THIs 
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THis was game indeed to us, but it was no 
food, and I was very forry to lofe three charges 
of powder and fhot, upon a creature that was 
good for nothing to us. However, Xury faid, 
he would have fome of him ; fo he comeson 
board, and afked me to give him the hatchet ; 
** for what Xury ?” faid 1; “* Mecut off his 
head,” faid he. However, Xury could not cut 
off his head, but he cut offa foot, and brought it 
with him, and it was a monftrous ereat one. I 


yt 


bethought myfelf, however, that perhaps the 
fkin of him, might one way or other, be of fome 
value tous ; andIrefolved to take off his fkin, if 
{could. So XuryandI went to work with him ; 
but Xury was much the better workman at it, for 
I knew very ill how to doit. Indeed it took us 
both up the whole day, but at laf we got the 
hide of him, and fpread it on the top of our cab- 
bin, the fun effectually dried it in two days time, 
and it afterwards ferved me to lie upon. 


Arter this ftop we made onto the fouthward 
continually, for ten or twelve days, living very 
{paring on our provifions, which began to abate 
very much, and going no oftner into the fhore, 
than we were obliged to go for freth water; my 
defign in this, was to make the river Gambia, or 
Senegal, that isto fay, any where about the Cape 
de Verd, where I was in hopes to meet with fome 

uropean 
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European thip, and if Ididnot, I knew not what 
courfe to take, but to feek out for the iflands, or 
perifh among the negroes. J knew that all the 
fhips from Europe, which failed either to the 
coaft of Guinea, or to Brafil, or to the Eaft-Indies, 
made this cape, or thofe iflands ; and in a word, 
I put the whole of my fortune on this fingle 
point ; either that I muft meet with fome fhip, or 
mutt perifh, 


Wauewn I had purfued this refolution, about ten 
days longer, as I have faid, I began to fee that 
the land was inhabited, and in two or three 
places as we failed by, we faw people ftand upon 
the fhore to look at us ; we could alfo perceive, 
they were quite black, and ftark naked. I. was 
once inclined to have gone on fhore to them, but 
Xury wasmy better counfellor, and faid to me, 
‘*nogo, no go :” However, I haled in near the 
fhore, that I might talk to them, and-1 found 
they run along the fhore by me a good way; I 
obferved, they had no weapons in their hands, 
except one, who had a long flender ftick, which 
Xury faid was a lance, and that they would throw 
them a great way with good aim; fo I kept ata 
diftance, but talked to them by figns, as well as 
T could, and particularly made figns for fome- 
thing toeat ; they beckoned to meto ftop my 
boat, and that they would fetch me fome meat ; 

upon 
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upon this I lowered the top of my fail, and lay 
by, and two of themrun up into the country, and 
in lefs than half an hour came back, and brought 
with them, two pieces of dry flefh and fome corn, 
fuch as is the produce of their country; but we 
neither knew what the one or the other was; 
however we were willing to accept it, but how to 
come at it was our next difpute, for I was not for 
venturing on fhore to them, and they wereas 
much afraid of us ; but they took a fafe way for 
usall, for they brought it to the fhore, and laid 
it down, and went and ftood a great way off till 
we fetched it on board, and then came clofe to us 
again. 


We made figns of thanks to them, for we had 
nothing to make them amends ; but an opportu- 
nity offered that very inftant to oblige them won- 
derfully ; for while we were lying by the fhore, 
came two mighty creatures, one purfuing the o- 
ther (as we took it) with great fury, from the 
mountains towards the fea; whether it was the 
male purfuing the female, or whether they were 
in fport, or in rage, we could not tell, any more 
than we could tell wether it was ufual or ftrange ; 
but I believe it was the latter, becaufe in the firft 
place, thofe ravenous creatures, feldom appear 
but in the night, and in the fecond place, we 
found the people terribly frighted, efpecially the 

women. 
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women. The man that had the lance, or dart; 
did not fly from them, but the reft did; however; 
as the twocreatures ran direétly into the water, 
they did not feem to offer to fall upon any of the 
negroes, but plunged themfelves into the fea, 
and fwam about, as if they had come for their 
diverfion: at laft, one of them began to come 
nearer our boat, than at firft I expected; but I 
lay ready for him, for I had loaded my gun with 
all poffible expedition, and bad Xury load both 
the others ; as foon as he came fairly within my 
reach, I fired and fhot him dire€ly into the head ; 
immediately he funk down into the water, but 
rofeinftantly, and plunged up and down, as if he 
was ftrugeling for life, and fo indeed he was ; 
he immediately made to fhore, but between the 
wound, which was his mortal hurt, and the ftrang- 
ling of the water, he died juft before he reachéd 
the fhore. 


Ir is impoffible to exprefs the aftontfhment of 
thefe poor creatures, at the noife and fire of my 
gun; fome of them were even ready to die for 
fear, and fell down as dead with the very terror ; 
but when they faw the creature dead, and funk in 
the water, andthat I made figns tothem to come 
to the fhore, they took heart and came to the 
fhore, and began to fearch for the creature. I 
found him by his blood ftaining the water, and 


by 
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by the help of a rope, which I'flung round him, 
and gave the negroes to haul ; they dragged him 
on fhore, and found that it was a tmoft curious 
leopard, fpotted and fine, to an adimirable de- 
gree ; and the negroes held up their hands with 
admiration, to think whatit was I had killed him 
with. 


Tue other creature, frighted with the flath of 
fire, and the noife of the gun, fwam on fhore, and 
ran up directly to the mountains from whence it 
came; nor could I at that diftance, know what it 
was. I found quickly the negroes were for eat- 
ing the fleth of this creature, fo I was willing to 
have them take it as a favour from me, which 
when I made figns to them, that they might take 
him, they were very thankful for ; immediately | 
they fell to work with him, and though they had 
no knife, yet with a fharpened piece of wood, 
they took off his fkin as readily, and much more 
readily, than we could have done with a knife ; 
they offered me fome of the flefh, which I de- 
clined, makine as if I would give it them, but 
made figns for the fkin, which they gave me very 
freely, and brought mea great deal more of their 
provifions, which, though I did not underftand, 
yet accepted ; then I made fiens to them for fome 
water, and held out one of my jars to them, turn- 
ing it bottom upward, to thew that it was empty, 


and 
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and that I wanted to have it filled. They called 
immediately to fome of their friends, and there 
came two women, and brought a great veffel 
made of earth, and burnt, as I fuppofe in the 
fun; this they fet down for me, as before, and L 
fent Xury on fhore with my jars, and filled them 
allthree. ‘The women were as ftark naked as the 
men. 


I was now furnifhed with roots and corn, fuch 
asit was, and water, and leaving my friendly ne 
groes, I made forward for about eleven days 
more, without offering to go near the fhore, till 
I faw the land run out a great length into the fea, 
at about the diftance of four or five leagues be- 
fore me, and the fea being very calm, I kepta 
large offing to make this point; at length, doub- 
ling the point, at about two leagues from the 
land, I faw plainly, land on the other fide to fea- 
ward; then I concluded, as it was moft certain 
indeed, that this was the Cape de Verd, and thole . 
the iflands, called from thence, Cape de Verd 
iflands. However, they were at a great diftance, 
and I could not well tell what I had beft to do, 
for if I fhould be taken with a gale of wind, I 


might neither reach one nor the other. 


In this dilemma, as I was very penfive, I ftept 
into the cabin, and fat me down, Xury having 
the 
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the helm; when ona fudden the boy cried out, 
«¢ Mafter, mafter, a fhip with a fail ;” and the 
foolifh boy was frighted out of his wits, thinking 
it muft needs be fome of his tafter’s fhips fenttd 
purfue us, when, I knew we were gotten far 
enough out of their retch. I jumped out of the 
cabin, and immediately faw, not only the fhip, 
but what fhe was, (viz.) that it was a Portuguefe 
fhip, and, as I thought, was bound tothe coaft of 
Guinea for negroes. But when I obferved the 
courte fhe fteered; I was foon convinced, they 
were bound fome other way, and did not defign 
to come nearer to the fhore ; upon which I {tretch- 
ed out to fea as much as I could, refolving to 
feak with them if poffible: : 


Wiruall the fail I could make; I foundI fhould 
not be able to come in their way, but that they 
would be gone by, before I could make any fig- 
nal to them; but after I had crowded to the ut- 
moft, and began to defpair, they it feems faw me 
by the help of prefpective glaffes, and that it was 
fome European boat, which, as they fuppofed, 
muft belong to fome fhip that was loft, fo they 
fhortened fail to let me come up. I was encou- 
raged with this, and as I had my patron’s antient 
on board, 1 made a waft of it to them, fora fig- 
nal of diftrefs, and fired a gun, both which they 
faw, for they toldme they faw the fmoke, though 
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they did not hear the gun; upon thefe fignals, 
they very kindly brought to, and lay by for me, 
and in about three hours time, I came up with 
them. 


Tuey afked me what I was, in Portuguefe, and 
in Spanifh, and in French, but I underftood 
none of them; but at laft a Scots failor, who was 
on board, called to me, and I anfwered him, and 
told him I was an Englifhman, that I had made 


_ my efcape out of flavery from the Moors at Sal- 


lee ; then they bade me come on board, and very 
Kindly took mein, and all my goods. 


Ir was an inexprefiible joy tome, which any 
one will believe, that I was thus delivered, as 
{ efteemed it, from fuch a miferable and almoft 
hopelefs condition as I was in, and I immediately 
offered all I had to the captain of the fhip, as a 
return for my deliverance; but he generoufly 
told me, he would take nothing from me, but 
that all I had fhould be delivered fafe to me, wher 
I cametothe Brafils, ¢* For,” fays he, ** Ihave 
“« faved your life on no other terms than I would 
*« be glad to be faved myfelf; and it may, one 
** time or other, be my lot to be taken up in the 
“« fame condition: befides,” faid he, “ when } 
“" carry you to the Brafils, fo great a way from 
** your own country, if I fhould take from 

| you 


ROBINSON CRUSOE, Si 


** you what you have, you will be ftarved there, 
“* and then I only take away that life I have gi- 
*« ven.” ‘ No, no, Seignior Inglefe,” fays he, 
(Mr. Englithman) “I will carry you thither in 
“* charity, and thefe things will help.to buy your 
“© fubfiftence there, and your pafiage home again.” 


As he was charitable in his propofal, fo he was 
juft in the performance to a tittle, for he ordered 
the feamen that none fhould offer to-touch ny 
thing I had; then he took every thing into 
his own pofleffion, and gave me back an exaé 
inventory of them, that I might have them, even 
fo much as my three earthen jars. 


As to my boat, it was a very good one, and that 
he faw, and told me he would buy it of me for 
the fhip’s ufe, and afked me what I would have 
for it? Itold him, he had been fo generous to 
me in every thing, that I could not offer to make 
any price of the boat, but left it entirely to him; 
upon which he told me, he would give mea note 
of hand to pay me eighty pieces of eight for 
it at Brafil, and when it came there, if any one 
offered to give more, he would make it up. He 
offered me alfo fixty pieces of eight more for my 
boy Xury, which I was loth to take, not that I 
was not willing to let the Captain have him, but 
1 was very loth to fell the poor boy’s liberty, who 
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had affifted me fo faithfully in procuring my 
owns However, when I let him know niy rea+ 
fon, he owned it to be juft, and offered me this 
medium, that he would give the boy an obliga- 
tion to fet shim free in ten years, if he turned 
Chriftian ; upon this, and Xury faying he was 
willing to go to him, I let the Captain have 
him. | 


We hada very good voyage to the Brafils, and 
atrived in the bay de Todos los Santos, or All 
Saints bay, in about twenty-two days after. And 
now I was once more delivered from the moft 
miferable of all conditions of life; and what to 
do next with myfelf I was now to confider. 


THe generous treatment the Captain gave me 
J can never enough rernember; he would take 
nothing of me for my paflage, gave me twenty 
ducats for the leopatd’s fkin, and forty for the 
lion’s fkin-which I had in my boat, and caufed 
every thing I had in the fhip to be pundtually 
delivered me; and what I was willing to fell he 
bought of me, fuch as the cafe of bottles, two of 
my guns, and a piece of the lump of bees wax, 
for I had made candles of the reft: in a word, I 
made about 220 pieces of eight of all my cargo, 
and with this ftock I went on fhore in the Brafils. 


lL wapd 
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{Hap not been long here, but being recom- 
mended to the houfe of a good honeft man like 
himfelf, who had an ingenio, as they call it, (that 
is, a plantation and a fugar-houfe) I lived with 
him fome time, and acquainted myfelf, by that 
means, with the manner of their planting and 
making of fugar; and feeing how well the plant- 
ers lived, and how they grew rich fuddenly, I 
tefolved, if I could get licence to fettle there, I 
would turn planter among them, refolving, in the 
mean time, to find out fome way to get my mo- 
ney, which I had left in London, remitted to me. 
To. this purpofe, getting a kind of a letter of 
naturalization, I purchafed as much land that 
was uncured as my money would reach, and 
formed a plan for my plantation and fettlement, 
and fuch a one as might be fuitable to the ftock 
which I propofed to myfelf to receive from Eng- 
land. | 


Tap aneighbour, a Portuguefe of Lifbon, but 
born of Englifh parents, whofename wasWall, and 
in much fuch circumftances as I was, I call him 
my neighbour, becaufe his plantation lay next to 
mine, and we went on very fociably together. 
My ftock was but law as well as his, and we ra- 
ther planted for food than any thing elfe, for 
about two years. However, we began to in- 
ereafe, and our land began to come into order; fa 
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that the third year we planted fome tobacco, and 
made each of us a large piece of ground ready for 
planting canes in the year to come: but we both 
wanted help, and now I found more than before, 
I had done wrong in parting with my boy Xury, 


But, alas! for me to do wrong that never did 
tight, was no great wonder. I had no remedy 
but to go on; I was gotten into an employment 
quite remote to my genius, and direétly contrary 
to the life I delighted in, and for which I forfook 
my father’s houfe, and broke through all his good 
advice; nay, I was coming into the very middle 
fiation, or upper degree of low life, which my 
father advifed me to before; and which, if I re- 
folved to go on with, I might have as well have 
{taid at home, and never have fatigued myfelf in 
the world as I had done: and ufed often to fay to 


-myfelf, “ I could have done this as well in Eng- 


‘‘ land among my friends, as have gone five 
‘ thoufand miles off to do it among ftrangers 
“« and favages in a wildernefs, and at fuch a dif- 
‘‘ tance as never to hear from any part of the 
‘ world that had the leaft knowledge of me.” 


nr 


wn 


In this manner I ufed to look upon my condi- 
tion with the utmoft regret. I had no body to 
converfe with, but now and then this neighbour; 
no work to be done, but by the labour of my 

hands ; 
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hands; and I ufed to fay, I lived juft like a man 
caft away upon fome defolate ifland, that had no- 
body there but himfelf. But how juft has it 
been, and how fhould all men reflect, that when 
they compare their prefent conditions with others 
that are worfe, heaven may oblige them to make 
the exchange, and be convinced of their former 
felicity by their experience: I fay, how juft has 
it been, that the truly folitary life I refleéted.on, 
in an ifland of mere defolation, fhould be my lot, 
who had fo often unjuftly compared it with the 
life which I then led, in which, had I continued, 
Thad, in all probability, been exceeding profper- 
ous and rich, 


I was, in fome degree, fettled in my mea- 
fures for carrying on the plantation, before my 
kind friend, the Captain of the fhip that took me 
up at fea, went back ; forthe fhip remained there 
in providing his loading, and preparing for his 
voyage, near three months, when, telling him 
what little ftock T had left behind me in London, 
he gave me this friendly and fincere advice: 
* Seignior Inglefe,” fays he, (for fo he always 
called me) ‘* if you will give me letters, and a 
** procuration here in form to me, with orders to 
‘¢ the perfon who has your money in London, to 
** fend your effects to Lifbon, to fuch perfons as 
** I fhall direct, and in fuch goods as are proper 

E 4 “¢ for 
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“¢ for this country, I will bring you the produce 
«< of them, God willing, at my return; but fince 
<< human affairs are all fubject to changes and 
<¢ difafters, I would have you give orders for but 
<< one hundred pounds fterling, which, you fay, 
“is half your ftock, and let the hazard be run 
<* for the firft; fo that if it come fafe, you may 
“¢ order the reft the fame way; and if it mif- 
** carry, you may have the other half to have 
‘* recourfe to for your fupply.” 


Tuts was fo wholefome advice, and looked fa 


friendly, that I could not but be convinced it was 


the beft courfe I could take; fo I accordingly 
prepared letters to the gentlewoman with whom 
I had left my money, and a procuration to the 
Portuguefe Captain, as he defired, 


I wrote the Englifh Captain’s widow a full 
agcount of all my adventures, my flavery, efcape, 
and how I had met the Portugal Captain at fea, 
the humanity of his Lenawee and what condi- 
tion I was now in, with all other neceffary direc- 
tions for my fupply ; and when this honeft Cap- 
tain came to Lifbon, he found means, by fome 
of the Englith merchants there, to fend over, not 
the order only, but a full account of my {tory to 
a merchant at London, who reprefented it effec- 
tually to her: whereupon fhe not only delivered 

the 
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tae money, but out of her own pocket fent the 
Portugal Captain avery handfome prefent for his 
humanity and charity to me, 


THE merchant in London, vefting this hun- 
dred pounds in Ene lith goods, fuch as the cap- 
tain had writ for, fent them directly to him at 
Lifbon, and he brought them all fafe to me at the 
Grafils, among which, without iny direction (for 
I was too young in my bufinefs to think of them) 
he had taken care to have all forts of tools, iron- 
work, and utenfils neceflary for my plantation, 
which were of ereat ufe ta me, 


Whew this cargo arrived, I thought my for- 
tune made, for I was furprized with the joy of 
it; and my goad fteward the captain had laid out 
the five pounds which my friend had fent him 
for a prefent for himfelf, to purchafe, and_ bring 
me over a fervant under bond for fix years fer- 
vice, and would not accept of any confideration 
except a little tobacco, which I would have him 
accept, being ef my awn produce. 


NEITHER was this all: but my goods being 
all Englifh manufactures, fuch as cloths, ftuffs, 
baize, and things particularly valuable and de- 
firable in the country ; [ found means to fell 
them to a very great advantage ; fo that I might 

fay, 
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fay, I had more than four times the value of my 
firft cargo, and was now infinitely beyond my 
poor neighbour, I mean in the advancement of 
my plantation ; for the firft thing I did, I bought 
mea negro flave, and an European fervant alfo ; 
1 mean another befides that which the captain 
brought me from Lifbon. 


Bur as abufed profperity is oftentimes made 
the very means of our greateft adverfity, fo was 
it with me. I-went onthe next year with great 
fuccefs in my plantation ; I raifed fifty great rolls 
of tobacco on my own ground, more than I had 
difpofed of for neceflaries among my neighbours ; 
and thefe fifty rolls being each of above roo wt. 
were well curedand laid by againftthe return of the 
fleet from Lifbon; and now increafing in bufinefs 
and in wealth, my head began to be full of pro- 
jects and undertakings beyond my reach ; fuch as 
are indeed often the ruin of the beft heads in bu- 
finefs, 


Hap I continued in the ftation I was now in, I 
bad room for all the happy things to have yet be- 
fallen me, for which my father fo earneftly re- 
commended a quiet retired life, and which he 
had fo fenfibly defcribed the middle ftation of life 
to be full of; but other things attended me, and 
Twas fill to be the wilful agent of all my own 

miferies, 
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miferies, and particularly to increafe my fault, 
and double the reflections upon myfelf, which in 
my future forrows I fhould have leifure to make 3 
all thefe mifcarriages were procured by my ap- 
parent obftinate adhering to my foolith inclina- 
tion, of wandering abroad, and purfuing that 
inclination, in contradiction to the cleareft views 
of doing myfelf good in a fair and plain purfuit 
of thofe profpects and thofe meafures of life, 
which Nature and Providence concurred to_pre-~ 
fent me with, and to make my duty. 


As I had once done thus in my breaking away 
from my parents, fo I could not be content now, 
but I muft go and leave the happy view I had of 
being arich and thriving man in my new plantas 
tion, only to purfue a rafh and immoderate defire 
of rifing fafter than the nature of the thing ad- 
mitted; and thus I caft myfelf down again into 
the deepeft gvulph of human mifery that ever man 
fell into, or perhaps could be confiftent with life, 
and a ftate of health in the world. 


To come then by the juft degrees, to the par- 
ticulars of this part of my ftory: You may fup- 
pote, that having now lived almoft four years in 
the Brafils, and beginning to thrive and prof{per » 
very well upon my plantation ; I had not only 


? 


learned 
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learned the language, but had contraéted an ace 
quaintance and friendfhip among my fellow plant. 
ers, as well as among the merchants at St. Sal- 
yador, which was our port; and that in my dif- 
courfes among them, f had frequently giventhem 
an account of my two voyages to the coaft of 
Guinea, the manner of treating with the negroes 
there, and how eafy it was to purchafe on the 
coatt for trifles, fuch as beads, toys, knives, fcif- 
fars, hatchets, bits of glafs, and the like; not 
only gold duft, Guinea grains, elephants teeth, 
&c. but negroes for the fervice of the Brafils, 


in great numbers, 


Tuery liftened always very attentively to my 
difcourfes on thefe heads, but efpecially to that 
part which related to the buying negroes, which 
was a trade at that time not only not far encered 
into, but, as far as it was, had been carried on. by 
the affientos, or permiffion of the King of Spain 
and Portugal, and engroffed inthe public, fo that 
few negroes were bought, and thofe ex¢efiive 
dear, , 

Ir happened, being in company with fome 
merchants and planters of my acquaintance, and 
talking of thofe things very earneftly, three 
of them came.to me the next morning, and told 


me they had been mufing very much upon what 
1 had 
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T had difcourfed with them of the laft night, and 
they came to make a fecret propofal to me; and 
after enjoitiing me to fecrecy, they told me that 
they hada mind te fit out a fhip to go to Guinea; 
that they had all plantations as well as I, and were 
ftraitened for nothing fo much as fervyants : 
that as it was a trade that could not be carried on, 
becaufe they could not publicly fell the negroes 
when they came home, fo they defired to make 
but one voyage, to bring the negroes on fhore 
privately, and divide them among their own plan- 
tations; andin a word, the queftion was, whe- 
ther I would go their fupercargo in the fhip, to 
manage the trading part upon the coaft of Guinea? 
and they offered me that I fhould have an equal 


fhare of the negroes, without providing any part 
of the ftock, 


THIs was a fair propofal, it muft be confeffed, 
had it been made to any one that had not a fettle- 
ment and plantation of his own to look after, 
which was in a fair way of coming to be very 
confiderable, and with a good ftock upon it. But 
for me that was thus entered and eftablifhed, and 
had nothing to do but go on as I had begun for 
three or four years more, and to have {ent for the 
other hundred pounds from England, and who in 
that time, and with that little addition, could 
fearce have failed of being worth three or fou, 

thou- 
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thoufand pounds fterling, and that increafing too} 
for me to think of fuch a voyage was the moft 
prepofterous thing that ever man, in fuch cir- 
cumftances could be guilty of. 


Burt I, that was born to be my own deftroyer, 
could no more refift the offer, than I could re- 
{train my firftrambling defigns, when my father’s 
good counfel was loft upon me. In a word, I 
told them, “* I would go with all my heart, if 
«© they would undertake to look after my plan- 
«¢ tation in my abfence, and would difpofe of it 
‘© to fuch as I fhould direét, if J mifcarried.” 
This they all engaged to do, and entered into 
writings or covenants to do fo; and I made a 
formal will, difpofing of my plantation and ef- 
fects, in cafe of my death, making the captain of 
the fhip that had faved my life as before, my 
univerfal heir, but obliging him to difpofe of my 
effeéts as I had direéted in my will, one half of 
the produce being to himfelf, and the other to | 
be fhipped to England. 


In fhort, I took all poffible caution to preferve 
my effects, and keep up my plantation; had I 
ufed half as much prudence to have looked into 
my own intereft, and have made a judgment of 
what I ought to have done, and not to have done, 
I had certainly never gone away from fo prof- 

_-perous 
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perous an undertaking, leaving all the probable 
views of a thriving circumftance, and gone upon 
a voyage to fea, attended with all its common 
hazards ; to fay nothing of the reafons I had to 
expect particular misfortunes to myfelf. 


Bur I was hurried on, and obeyed blindly the 
dictates of my fancy rather than my reafon ; and 
accordingly, the thip being fitted out, and the 
cargo furnithed, and all things done as by agree- 
ment, by my partners in the voyage, I went on 
board in an evil hour, the firft of September 
1659, being the fame day eight years that I went 
from my father and mother at Full, in order to 
act the rebel to their authority, and the fool to 
my Own intereft. 3 


Our fhip was about 120 tons burthen, carried 
fix guns, and fourteen men, befides the mafter, 
his boy, and myfelf; wehad on board no large 
cargo of goods, except of fuch toys as were fit 
for our trade with the negroes, fuch as beads, 
bits of glafs, fhells, and odd trifles, e{pecially’ 
little looking elaffes, knives, fciflars, hatchets, 
and the like. 


Tue fame day I went on board we fet fail, 
fianding away to the northward upon our own 
coaft, with deflen to ftretch over for the African 

4 coait, 
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coaft, when they came about ten or twelve ded 
grees of northern latitude, which it feems was 
the manner of their courfe in thofe days. We 
had very good weather, only exceffive hot all the 
way upon our own coaft, till we came to the 
height of Cape St. Auguftino; from whence, 
keeping farther off at fea, we loft fight of land, 
and fteered as if we were bound for the ifle Fer- 
nando de Noronha, holding our courfe N. E. by 
N. and leaving thofe ifles on the eaft; in this 
courfe we paft the line in about twelve days 
time, and were, by our laft obfetvation, in 17 de 
erees 22 minutes northern latitude, when a vio- 
lent tornado or hurricane took us quite out of 
our knowledge; it began from the fouth-eaft, 
came about to the north-weft, and then fettled 
into the north-eaft, from whence it blew in fuch — 


a terrible manner, that for twelve days together 


we could do nothing but drive, and fcudding 
away before it, let it carry us whither ever fate 
and the fury of the winds directed; and during. 
thefe twelve days, I need not fay that I expected 
every day to be fwallowed up, nor indeed did any 
in the fhip expeét to fave their lives. 


In this diftrefs, we had befides the terror of 
the ftorm, one of our men died of the calentute, 
and one man and the boy was wafhed overboard ; 


about'the 12th day, the weather abating a little, 
the 
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the mafter made an obfervation as well as he 
could, and found that he was in about 11 degrees 
north latitude, but that he was 22 degrees of lon- 
gitude difference weft from cape St. Auguftino ; 
fo that he found that he was gotten upon the 
coaft of Guinea, or the north part of Brafil, be+ 
yond the river Amazones, toward that of the ri« 
ver Oroonoque, commonly called the Great Ri- 
ver, and began to confult with me what courfe 
he fhould take, for the {hip was leaky and very 
much difabied, and he was going direétly back 
to the coaft of Brafil. 


I was pofitively againft that, and looking over 
the charts of the coaft of. America with him, we 
concluded there was no inhabited country for us 
to have recourfe to, till we came within the circle 
of the Caribbee Iflands, and therefore refolyed 
to ftand away for Barbadoes, which, by keeping 
off to fea, to avoid the indraft of the bay or gulph 
of Mexico, we might eafily perform, as we 
hoped, in about fifteen days fail; whereas we 
could not poffibly make our voyage to the coatt 
of Africa without fome affiftance, both to our 
fhip-and ourfelves. 


Wiru this defign we changed our courfe, and 
fteered away N. W. by W. in order toreach fome 
of our Eneglith iflands, where I hoped for relief, 

F but 
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but our voyage was otherwife determined, for be« 
ing in the latitude 12 degrees 18 minutes, a fe- 
cond ftorm came upon us, which carried us 
away with the fame impetuofity weftward, and 
drove us fo out of the very way of all human 
commerce, that had all our lives been faved, as 
to the fea, we were rather in danger of being de- 
voured by favages than ever returning to our own 
country. 


In this diftrefs, the wind ftill blowing very 
hard, one of our men, early in the morning, cried 
out land; and we had no fooner run out of the 
cabin to look out in hopes of feeing whereabouts 
in the world we were, but the fhip ftruck upon 
afand, and in a moment her motion being fo 
ftopped, the fea broke over her in fuch a manner, 
that we expected we fhould all have perifhed im- 
mediately, and we were immediately driven 
into our clofe quarters to fhelter us from the 
very foam and fpray of the fea. 


Ir is not eafy for any one who has not been in 
the like condition, to defcribe or conceive the 
confternation of men in fuch cireumftances; we 
knew nothing where we were, or upon what 
land if was we were driven, whether an ifland or 
the main, whether inhabited or not inhabited ; 
and as the rage of the wind was ftill great, tho’ 

 sather 
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rather lefs than at firft, we could not fo much as 
hope to have the fhip hold many minutes, with- 
out breaking in pieces, unlefs the wind, by a kind 
of miracle, fhould immediately turn about. In 
a word, we fat looking upon one another, and 
expecting death every moment ; and every man 
acting accordingly, as preparing for another 
world, for there was little or nothing more for 
us to do inthis ; thatwhich was our prefent com- 
fort, and all the comfort we had, was, that, con- 
trary to our expectation, the fhip did not break 
yet, and that the mafter faid, the wind began to 
abate. 


Now, though we thought that the wind did a 
little abate, yet the fhip having thus fluck upon 
the fand, and fticking too faft for us to expect 
her getting off, we were in a dreadful condition 
indeed, and had nothing to do, but to think of 
faving our lives as well as we could 3; wehada 
boat at our ftern juft before the ftorm, but fhe 
was firft ftaved by dafhing againft the fhip’s rud- 
der, and in the next place fhe broke away, and 
either funk, or was driven offto fea, fo there was 
no hope from her; we had another boat on board, 
but how to get her off into the fea was a doubtful 
thing ; however, there was no room to debate, 
for we fancied the fhip would break in pieces 

Fe2 every 
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every minute, and fome told us, fhe was actually 
broken already. 


Iw this diftrefs, the mate of our veffel lays hold 
of the boat, and with the help of the reft of the 
men, they got her flung over the fhip’s fide, and 
eetting all into her, let go, and committed our- 
felves, being eleven innumber, to God’s mercy, 
and the wild fea; for though the ftorm was abated 
confiderably, yet the fea went dreadful high upon 
the fhore, and might be well called, ** den wild 
<< zee,” as the Dutch call the fea in a ftorm. 


Anp now our cafe was very difmal indeed ; for 
we all faw plainly, that the fea went fo high, that 
the boat could not live, and that we fhould be in- 
evitably drowned. As to making fail, we had 
none, nor, if we had, could we have done any 
thing with it ; fo we worked at the oar towards 
the land, though with heavy hearts, like men go- 
ing to execution; for we all knew, that when. 
the boat came nearer to the fhore, fhe would be 
dafhed in a thoufand pieces by the breach of the 
fea. Hlowever, we committed our fouls to God 
in the moft earneft manner, and the wind driving 
us towards the fhore, we haftened our deftruction 
with our own hands, pulling as wellas we could 
towards land, 


Wuat 
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Wuat the fhore was, whether rock or fand, 
whether fteep or fhoal, we knew not; the only 
hope that could rationally give us the leaft fhadow 
of expectation, was, if we might happen into 
fome bay or gulph, or the mouth of fome river, 
where by great chance we might have run our 
boat in, or got under the lee of the land, and 
perhaps made {mooth water. But there was no- 
thing of this appeared; but as we made nearer 
and nearer the fhore,the land looked more fright- 
ful than the fea. 


AFTerR we had rowed, or rather driven about 2 
league anda half, as we reckoned it, a raging 
wave, mountain-like, came rolling a ftern of us, 
and plainly bade us expect the “ coup de grace.” 
In a word, it took us with fuch a fury, that it 
overfet the boat at once ; and feparating us as 
well from the boat, as from one another, eave us 
not time hardly to fay, “ OGod!” for we were 
all {wallowed up ina moment. 


Noruine can defcribe the confufion of thought 
which I felt, when I funk into the water; for 
though I fwam very well, yet I could not deliver 
myfelf from the waves fo as to draw my breath, 
till that wave having driven me, or rather carried 
me a vaft way on towards the fhore, and having 
{pent itfelf, went back, and left me upon the land 


ee almoft 
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almoft dry, but half dead with the water I took 
in. Ihad fo much prefence of mind, as well as 
breath left, that feeing myfelf nearer the main 
land than I expected, I got upon my feet, and 
endeavoured to make on towards the land as faft 
as I could, before another wave fhould return and 
take me upagain, but I foon found it was impof- 
fible to avoid it ; for Ifaw the fea come after me 
as high asa great hill, and as furious as an enemy, 
which I had no means or ftrength to contend with ; 
my bufinefs was to hold my breath, and raife 
myfelf upon the water, if Icould; and fo by 
{wimming to preferve my breathing, and pilot 
myfelf towards the fhore if poffible ; my greateft 
concern now being, thatthe fea, as it would car- 
ry mea great way towards the fhore when it came 
on, might not carry me back again with it, when 
it gave back towards the fea. 


Tue wave that came upon me again, buried 
me at once 20 or.3o feet deep in its own body ; 
and I could feel myfelf carried with a mighty 
force and {wiftnefs towards the fhore, a very great 
way, but [held my breath, and afifted myfelf to 
{wim ftill forward with all my might. I was 
ready to burft with holding my breath, when, as 
I felt myfelf rifing up, fo, to my immediate relief, 
I found my head and hands fhoot out above the ° 
furface of the water ; and though it was not two 

. feconds 


ROBINSON CRUSor,. 75 


feconds of time that TI could keep myfelf fo, yet 
it relieved me greatly, gave ime breath and new 
courage. I was covered again with water a good 
while, but not fo long but T held it out; and 
finding the water had fpent itfelf, and began to 
return, I ftruck forward againft the return of the 
Waves, and felt ground again with My feets a 
ftood ftill a few moments to recover breath, and 
till the water went from me, and then took to my 
heels, and ran with what ftrength I had, farther 
towards the fhore. But neither would this delj- 
ver mefrom the fury of the fea, which came pour- 
ing in after me again, and twice more I was lifted 
up by the waves, and carried forwards as before, 
the fhore being very flat, 


Tue laft time of thefe two had well near been 
fatal to me ; for the fea having hurried me along 
as before, landed me, or rather dafhed me againft 
a piece of a rock, and that with fuch force, as it 
left me fenfelefs, and indeed helplefs, to my own 
deliverance ; for the blow, takine my fide and 
breaft, beat the breath, as it were, quite out of 
my body ; and had it returned again immediately, 
1 muft have been ftrangled in the water; but I 
recovered a little before the return of the waves, 
and feeing I fhould again be covered with the 
water, I refolved to hold fat by a piece of the - 
rock, and fo tohold my breath, if pofhble, till 
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the wave went back; now as the waves were not 
{o high as at firft, being nearer land, I held my 
hold till the wave abated, and then fetched an- 
other run, which brought me fo near the fhore, 
that the next wave, though it went over me, yet 
did not fo fwallow me up as to carry me away, 
and the next run I took, I got to the main land ; 
where, tomy great comfort, I clambered up the 
clifts of the fhore, and fat me down upon the 
grafs, free from danger, and quite out of the reach 
of the water, 


I was now landed, and fafe on fhore, and be- 
gan to look up and thank God, that my life was 
faved, inacafe, wherein there were fome minutes 
before fcarce any roomto hope. I believe it is 
impoffible to exprefs, to the life, what the exta- 
fies and tranf{ports of the foul are, when it is fo 
faved, as I may fay, out of the very grave; and 
do I not wonder now at the cuftom, viz. that 
when a malefactor, who has the halter ahout his 
neck, istied up, and juft going to be turned off, 
and has a reprieve brought tohim; I fay, Ido 
not wonder that they bring a furgeon with it, to 
iet him blood that very moment they tell him of 
it, that the furprife may not drive the animal 
{pirits from the heart, and overwhelm him. 


é¢¢ For fudden joys, like erief, confound at firft.” 
J Fe? | oO 3 . 
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I WALKED about on the fhore, lifting up my — 
hands; and my whole being, as I may ay, Wrapt 
up in the contemplation of my deliverance, mak- 
ing a thoufand. geftures and motions, which I 
cannot detfcribe, reflecting upon all my comrades 
that were drowned, and, that there thould not be 
one foul faved but myfelf ; for, as for them, I 
never faw them afterwards, or any fign of them, 
except three of their hats, one cap, andtwo {hoes, 
that were not fellows. 


I cast my eyes to the ftranded veffel, when 
the beach and froth of the fea being fo big, I 
could hardly fee it, (it lay fo far off) and con- 
fidered, Lord! how was it poffible I could eet 
on fhore ? | 


Arter I had folaced my mind with the comfort- 
able part of my condition, I began to look round 
me, to fee what kind of a place I was in, and 
what was next to be done; and I foon found my 
comforts abate, and that, in a word, I hada 
dreadful deliverance: for I was wet, had no 
clothes to fhift me, nor any thing either to eat or 
drink to comfort me ; neither did I fee any prof- 
pect before me, but that of perifhing with hun- 
ger, or being devoured by wild beafts ; and that 
which was particularly affliGing to me was, that 
fhad no weapon, either to hunt and kill any crea- 

, ture 


74 ADVENTURES OF 


creature for my fuftenance, or defend myfelf 
againft any other creature that might defire 
to kill me for theirs. In a word, I had no- 
thing about me but a knife, a tobacco-pipe, 
and a little tobacco in a box. ‘This was all 
my provifion, and this threw me into fuch 
terrible agonies of mind, that for a while I run 
about like a madman. Night coming upon me, 
1 began with a heavy heart to confider what would 
be my lot if there were any ravenous beafts in 
that country, fecing at night they always come 
abroad for their prey. 


Aux the remedy that offered to my thoughts 
at that time was, to get up into a thick buthy tree 
like a fir, but thorny, which grew near me, and 
where I refolved to fit all night, and confider the 
next day what death I fhould die, for as yet I 


faw no profpect of life. I walked about a fur- 


long from the fhore, to fee if I could fee any freth 
water to drink, which I did, to my great joy ; 
and having drank, and put a little tobacco in my | 
mouth to prevent hunger, I went to the tree, and 
getting up into it, endeavoured to place myfelf 
fo, as that if I fhould fleep I fhould not fall; and 
having cut me a fhort ftick, like a truncheon, for 
my defence, I took up my lodging, and having 
been exceflively fatigued, I fell afleep, and flept 
as comfortably as, I believe, few could have done 
in my condition: and found myfelf the moft re- 


frefhed 
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frefhed with it that I think I ever was on fuch 
occafion. 


WuEn I waked, it was broad day, the weather 
clear, and the ftorm abated, fo that the fea did 
not rage and fwell as before; but that which 
furprized me moft was, that the fhip was lifted 
off in the night from the fand where fhe lay, by 
the fwelling of the tide, and was driven up almoft 
as far asthe rock which I firft mentioned, where 
Thad been fo bruifed by the dafhing. me againft 
it. This being within about a mile from the 
fhore where I was, and the fhip feeming to ftand 
upright ftill, I wifhed myfelf on board, that at 
leaft I might fave fome neceflary things for my: 
-ufe. 


WaueEn I came down from my apartment in the 
tree, [ looked about me again, and the firft thing 
I found was the boat, which lay as the wind and 
the fea had toffed her up upon the land, about 
two miles on my right-hand. I walked as far as 
I could upon the fhore to have got to her, but 
found a neck or inlet of water between me and 
the boat, which was about half a mile broad; fo 
Icame back for the prefent, being more intent 
upon getting at the fhip, where I hoped to find 
fomething for my prefent fubfiftence. 


ALITTuE 
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A .rrtLe after noon I found the fea very 
calm, and the tide ebbed fo far out, that I could 
come within a quarter of a mile of the fhip; and 
here I fonnd a frefh renewing of my grief, for I 
faw evidently, that if we had kept on board we 
had been all fafe, that is to fay, we had all got 
fafe on fhore, and I had not been fo miferable as 
to be left entirely deftitute of all comfort and 
company, as L now was. ‘This forced tears from 
my eyes again, but as there was little relief in 
that, Irefolved, if poffible, to get tothe fhip ; 
fo I rolled up part of my cloaths on my back, the 
weather being extremely hot, and took the wa- 
ter: but when I came to the fhip, my difficulty 
was ftill greater to know how to get on board, 
for as fhe lay aground, and high out of the water, 
there was nothing within my reach to lay hold 
of: I fwam round her twice, and the fecond time 
I {pied a {mall piece of a rope, which I wondered 
I did not fee at firft, hang down by the fore-chains 
fo low, as that with great difficulty I got hold of 
it, and by the help of the rope got up into the 
forecaftle of the fhip. Here 1 found that the 
thip was bulged, and had a great deal of water in 
her hold, but that the lay fo onthe fide of a bank 
of hard fand, or rather earth, that her ftern lay 
lifted up upon the bank, and her head low, al- 
moft to the water. By this means all her quarter 
was free, and all that was in that part was dry ; 

| for 


ROBINSON CRUSOE, 7} 


for you may be fure the firft work was to fearch 
and to fee what was fpoiled and what was free: 
and firftI found that all the fhip’s provifions were 
dry and untouched by the water ; and, being very 
well difpofed to eat, I went to the bread-room, 
and filled my pockets with bifcuit, and eat it as I 
went about other things, for I had no time to lofe. 
T alfo found fome rum in the great cabin, of 
which I took a large dram, and which I had in- 
deed need enough for to fpirit me for what was 
before me. Now I wanted nothing but a boar, 
to furnifh myfelf with many things which I fore- 
faw would be very neceflary to me. 


Ir was in vain to fit ftill, and with for what 
was not to be had, and this extremity roufed my 
application ; we had feveral {pare yards, and two 
or thre large fpars of wood, and a {pare top-maft 
or twoin the fhip: I refolved to fall to work with 
thefe, and I flung as many of them overboard as} 
could manage for their weight, tying every one 
with a rope that they might not drive away. 
When this was done, I went down the fhip’s fide, 
and pulling them to me, I tied four of them fa} 
together at both ends, as well as I could, in the 
form of a raft, and laying two or three fhort 
pieces of plank upon them crofs ways, I found J 
could walk upon it very well, but that it was not 
able to bear any great weight, the pieces being 


too 
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too light: fo I went to work, and with the car- 
penter’s faw I cut a fpare top-maft into three 
lengths, and added them to my raft, with a great 
deal of labour and pains. But hope of furnifh- 
ing me with neceflaries, encouraged me to go 
beyond what I fhould have been able to have 
done upon another occafion. 


My raft was now ftrong enough to bear any 
teafonable weight. |My next care was to know 
what to load it with, and how to preferve what I 
laid upon it from the furf of the fea; but I was 
not long confidering this: I firft laid all the 
planks or boards upon. it that I could get, and 
having confidered well what I moft wanted, I firft 
got three of the feamens chefts, which I had 
broke open and emptied, and lowered them down 
upon my raft; the firft of thefe I filled with pro- 
vifions, viz. bread, rice, three Dutch cheefes; 
five pieces of dry goats fleth, which we lived 
much upon, and a little remainder of Européan 
corn, which had been laid by for fome fowls 
which we brought to fea with us, but the fowls 
were killed. There had been fome barley and 
wheat together, but, to my great difappoint- 
ment, I found afterwards, that the rats had eaten 
or fpoiled it all. As for liquors, I found feveral 
cafes of bottles belonging to our fkipper, in which 
were fome cordial waters ; and in all, about five 

OF 
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or fix gallons of rack. ThefeT ftowed by them- 
iclves, there being no need to put them into the 
cheft, nor any room for them. While I was do- 
ing this, I found the tide began to flow, though 
very calm; and I had the mortification to fee my 
coat and fhoes, &c. fwim away, which, thinking 
too heavy to fwim with, I had left on fhore upon 
the fand. This put me upon rummaging for 
cloaths, of which I found enough, but took no 
more than I wanted for prefent ufe, for I had 
other things which my eye was more upon ; as, 
firft, tools to work with on fhore, and it was after 
long fearching that I found out the carpenter’s 
cheit, which was indeed a very ufeful prize to 
me, and much more valuable than a fhip-loading 
of gold would have been at that time. I got it 
down to my raft, even whole as it was, without 
lofing time to look into it, for I knew in generaj 
what it contained, ) 


My. next care was for fome ammunition and 
arms. There were two very good fowling-pieces 
im the great cabin, and two piftols ; thefe I fe. 
cured firft, with fome powder-horns and a {mall 
bag of fhot, and two old rufty fwords. I knew 
there were three barrels of powder in the fhip, 
but knew not where our gunner had ftowed them, 
but with much fearch I found them, two of them 
dry and good, the other had taken water. Thofe 

two 
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two I got to the raft, with the arms. And now 
I ronake myfelf pretty well freighted, and be- 

ean to think how | fhould get to fhore with them, 
Sok neither fail nor rudders and the leaft cap 
full of wind would have overfet all my naviga- 


tion. 


I wap three encouragements: 1. A fmooth 
calm fea. 2. The tide rifing and fetting in to the 
fhore: 3. What little wind there was blew me 
towards the land. And thus, having found two 
or three broken oars belonging to the boat, and 
befides the tools which were in the cheft, I found 
two faws, an axe, and a hammer, and with this 
cargo I put to fea. For a mile, or thereabouts, 
my raft went very well, only I found it drive a 
little diftant from the place where I firft got to 
land, by which I perceived that there was fome 
indraft of water, and confequently I hoped to find 
fome creck or river there, which I might make 
ufe oftas a port to get to land with my cargo. 


As I imagined, fo it was ; there appeared be- 
fore me a little opening of the land, and I found 
a {trong current of the tide fet into it; fol guided 
my raft, as well as I could, to get into the mid- 
dle of the ftream. But here I had like to have 
fuffered a fecond fhipwreck, which, if I had, I 


think verily would have broke my heart; for 
knowing 
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knowing nothing of the coaft, my raft run 
aground at one end of it upon a fhoal, and not 
being aground at the other end, it wanted but a 
little that all my cargo had flipped off towards 
that end, that was afloat, and fo fallen into the 
water. I did my utmoft, by fettine my back 
againft the chefts, to keep them in their places, 
but could not thruft off the raft with all my 
ftreneth, neither durft I ftir from the pofture I 
was in, but holding up the chefts with all my 
might. I ftood in that manner near half an hour, 
in which time the rifing of the water brought me 
a little more upon a level; anda little after, the 
water ftill rifing, my raft floated again, and I 
thruft her off with the oar I had into the channel, 
and then driving up higher, I at length found 
myfelf in the eieith of a little river, with land 
on both fides, and a {trong current or tide run- 
ning up; I looked on both fides for a proper 
place to get to fhore, for I was not willing to be 
driven too high up the river, hoping in time to 
fee fome fhip at fea, and therefore refolved to 
place myfelf as near the coaft as I could. 


At length I {pied a little cove on the right 
fhore of the creek, to which, with great pain and 
difficulty, I guided my raft, and at lat got fo 
near, as at reaching ground with my oar, I 
could thruft her dire&tly in; but here I had like 
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to have dipped all my cargo in the fea again, for 
that fhore lying pretty fleep, that is to fay, flop- 
ing, there was no place to land but where one end 
of my float, if it run on fhore, would lie fo high, 
and the other fink lower, as before, that it would 
endanger my cargo again. All that I could do 
was to wait till the tide was at higheft, keeping 
the raft with my oar-like an anchor, to hold the 
fide of it faft to the fhore, near a flat piece of 
ground, which I expected the water would flow 
over, and fo it did. As foon asI found water 
enough, for my raft drew about a foot water, L 
thruit her upon that flat piece of ground, and 
there faftened or moored her, by fticking my two 
broken oars into the ground, one on one fide near 
one end, and one on the other fide near the other 
end; and thus I lay till the water ebbed away, 
and left my raft and all my cargo fafe on fhore. 


My next work was to view the country, and 
feek a proper place for my habitation, and where 
to ftow my goods to fecure them from whatever 
might happen. Where I was, I yet knew not; 
whether on the continent, or an ifland; whether 
inhabited, or not inhabited; whether in danger 
of wild beafis, or not. There was a hill, not above 
a mile from me, which rofe up very fteep and 
high, and which feemed to over-top fome other 
hills, which lay as in a ridge from it northward. 


I took 
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1 took out one of the fowling-pieces, and one of 
the piftols, and an horn of powder; and thus 
armed, I travelled for difcovery up to the top of 
that hill, where, after I had with great labour 
and difficulty got to the top, I faw my fate to 
my great affliction, viz. that I was in an ifland 
environed every where with the fea, no land to 
be feen except fome rocks which lay a great way 
off, and two {mall iflands lefs than this, which lay 
about three leagues to the weft. 


I rounp alfo that the ifland I was in was bar- 
ren, and, as I faw good reafon to believe, un- 
inhabited, except by wild beafts, of whom how- 
ever I faw none; yet I faw abundance of fowls, 
but Knew not their kinds, neither when I killed 
them could I tell what was fit for food, and what 
not. At my coming back, I fhota great bird, 
which I faw fitting upon a tree, on the fide of a 
great wood. I believe it was the firft gun that 
had been fired there fince the creation of the 
world—I had no fooner fired, but from all the 
parts of the wood there arofe an innumerable 
number of fowls, of many forts, making a con- 
fufed {creaming, and crying every one according 
to his ufual note; but not one of them, of any 
kind, that I knew. As for the creature I killed, 
I took it to be a kind of a hawk, its colour and 
beak refembling it, but had no talons or claws 
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more than common. Its flefh was carrion, and 
fit for nothing. 


ConTENTED with this: difcovery, I came back 
to my raft, and fell to work to bring my cargo 
onfhore, which took me up the reft of that day ; 
and what to do with myfelf at night I knew not, 
nor indeed where to reft, for I was afraid to lie 
down on the ground, not knowing but fome wild 
beaft might devour me; though, as I afterwards 
‘ound, there was really no need for thofe fears. 


However, as well as I could, I barricadoed 
myfelf round with the chefts and boards that I 
had brought on fhore, and made a kind of a hut 
for that night’s lodging. As for food, I yet faw 
not which way to fupply myfelf, except that I 
had feen two or three creatures, like hares, run 
out of the wood where I ‘fhot the‘ fowl. 


I_wow began to confider, that I might yet cet 
a great many thing's out of the fhip, which would 
be uleful to me, and particularly fome of the rig- 
ging and fails, and fuch other things as might 
come to land; and J’ refolved to make another 
voyage on board the vefiel, if‘poffible. And as 
1 Knew that the firftt form that blew muft necef- 
farily break her all in pieces, I refolved to fet 
all other things apart, till’ 1 got every thing 
i out 
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out of the fhip that I could get. ThenI called a 
council, that is to fay, in my thoughts, whether 
I fhould take back the raft; but this appeared 
impracticable: fo J refolved to go as before, 
when the tide was down; and I did fo, only that 
I ftripped before I went from my hut, having 
nothing with me but a chequered fhirt, and a 
pair of linen drawers, and a pair of pumps on 
my feet. 


I Gor on board the fhip as before, and prepared 
a fecond raft; and having had experience of the 
firft, I neither made this fo unwield: » hor loaded 
it fo hard, but yet I brought away feveral things 
very ufeful to me: as, firft, in the carpenter’s 
flores, I found two or three bags full of nails and 
{pikes, a great fcrew jack, a dozen or two of 
hatchets, and, above all, that mott ufeful thing 
called a grind-ftone. Al] thefe things I. fecured 
together, with feveral] things belonging to the 
gunner, particularly two or three jron crows, 
and two barrels of mufquet-bullets, feven 
mufquets, and another fowling-piece, with fome 
{mall quantity of powder more; a large bag full 
of {mall fhot, and a Sreat roll of fheet lead: but 
this laft was fo heavy, I could not hoift it up to 
get it over the fhip’s fide. 
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Bersipzs thefe things, I took all the men’s 
cloaths that I could find, and a {pare fore top-fail, 
a hammock, and fome bedding ; and with this I 
loaded my fecond raft, and brought them all fafe 
on fhore, to my very great comfort. 


I was under fome apprehenfions, during my 
abfence from the land, that at leaft my provifions 
might be devoured on fhore; but when I came 
back, I found no fign of any vifitor, only there fat 
a creature like a wild cat upon one of the chefts, 
which, when | came towards it, ran away a little 
diftance, and then ftood fill. She fat very com- 
pofed and unconcerned, and looked full in my 
face, as if fhe had a mind to be acquainted with 
me. I prefented my gun at her, but as fhe did 
not underftand it, fhe was perfectly unconcerned 
at it, nor did fhe offer to ftir away ; upon which L 
toffed her a bit of bifcuit, though by the way I 
was not very free of it, for my ftore was not great ¢ 
however, I fpared her abit, I fay, and fhe went to 
it, fmelled to it, and eat it, and looked (as pleaf- 
ed) for more; but 1 thanked her, and could 
{pare no more ; fo fhe marched off. 


Havine got my fecond cargo on fhore, though 

{ was fain to open the barrels of powder, and — 
bring them by parcels, for they were too heavy, 
being large cafks, I went to work to make me 2 
little 
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little tent with the fail, and fome poles which I 
cut for that purpofe, and into this tent I brought 
every thing that I knew would {poil, either with 
rain or fun, and I piled all the empty chefts and 
cafks up in a circle round the tent, to fortify it 
from any fudden attempt, either from man or 


beaft. 


WueEn I had done this, I blocked up the door 
of the tent with fome barrels within, and an 
empty cheft fet up on end without, and {preading 
one of the beds upon the ground, laying my two 
piftols juftat my head, and my gun at length by 
me, I went to bed for the firtt time, and flept 

very quietly all night, for I was very weary and 
heavy ; for the night before I had flept little, and 
had laboured very hard all day, as well to fetch 
all thofe things from the fhip, as to get them on 


fhore. 


I wan the biggett magazine, of all kinds now, 
that ever was laid up, I believe, for one man, but 
I was not fatisfied ftill; for while the fhip fat 
upright in that pofture, } thought I ought to get 
every thing out of her that I could: {o every day 
at low water I went on board, and brought away 
fomething or other; but particularly the third 
time I went, I brought away as much of the rig- 
ging as I could, as alfo all the fmall ropes and 


Coe: rope-~ 


$8 ADN.EN.TUWR ES. OR 


rope-twine I could get, with a piece of {pare 
canvas, which was to mend the fails upon occas 
fion, and the barrel of wet eun-powder, Ina 
word, I brought away all the fails firft and laft, 
only that I was fain to cut them in pieces, and. 
bring as much ata time as I could; for they were 
no more ufeful to be fails, butas mere canvas only. 


Bur that which comforted me more ftill was, 
that laft of all, after 1 had made fiye or fix fuch 
voyages as thefe, and thought I had nothing more 
to expect from the fhip that was worth my med- 
dling with, I fay, after all this, 1 found a ereat 
hogfhead of bread, and three large runlets of 
rum or fpirits, and a box of fugar, anda barrel 
of fine four; this was furprizing to me, becaufe 
I had given over expecting any more provifions, 
except what was fpoiled by the water; I foon 
emptied the hogfhead of that bread, and wrapped 
it up parcel by parcel in pieces of the fails, which 
I cut out; and in a word, I got all this fafe on - 
fhore alfo. 


Tue next day I made another voyage, and 
now having plundered the fhip of what was port- 
able and fit to hand out, I began with the cables; - 
and cutting the great cable into pieces, fuch as I 
could move, I got two cables and a hawfer on 
fhore, with all the iron-work [| could get ; and 

having 
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having cut down the fpritfail-yard, and the mi: 
zen-yard, and every thing I could to make a 
large raft, I loaded it with thefe heavy soods 
and came off; but my good luck began now to 
leave me; for this raft was fo unwieldy, and fo 
over-loaden, that after I was entered the little 
cove, where i had landed the reft of my goods, 
not being able to guide it fo handily as I did the 
other, it overfet, and threw me and all m y cargo 
into the water; as for myfelf, it was no great 
harm, for J was near the fhore; but as ton y 
cargo, it was great part of it loft, efpecially the 
iron, which I expeéted would have been of great 
ufe to me; however, when the tide was out, I 
got moft of the pieces of cable afhore, and fome 
“of the iron, though with infinite labour; for I 
was fain todip into the water, a work which 
fatigued me very much ; after this I went every 
day on board, and brought away what I could 


get. 


I wap been now thirteen days on fhore, and had 
been eleven times on board the fhip ; in which 
time .I had brought away all that one pair of 
hands could well be fuppofed capable to bring, 
though I believe verily, had the calm weather 
held, I fhould have brought away the whole hip 
piece by piece; but preparing the twelfth time 
to go on board, I found the wind began to rife; 

| how- 
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however at low water I went on board, and though 
T thought I had rummaged the cabin fo effectu- 
ally, asthat nothing more could be found, yet I 
difcovered a locker with drawers in it, in one of 
which I found two or three razors, and one pair 
of large fciffars, with fome ten or a dozen good 
knives and forks: in another I found about thir- 
ty-fix pounds value in money, fome European 
coin, fome Brafil, fome pieces of eight, fome 
cold, and fome filver. | 


I sm1Lep to myfelf at the fight of this money : 
O drug! faid I aloud, what art thou good for? 
thou art not worth to me, no, not the taking off 
the ground; one of thefe knives is. worth all this 
heap : I have no manner of ufe for thee ; even re- 
main where thou art, and go to the bottom asa 
creature whofe life is not worth faving. How- 
ever upon fecond thoughts, I took it away, and 
wrapping all this in a piece of canvas, I began 
to think of making another raft, but while I 
was preparing this, I found the fky over-caft, 
and the wind began to rife, and in a quarter of 
an hour it blew a frefh gale from the fhore; it 
prefently occurred to me, that it was in vain to 
pretend to make araft with the wind off fhore : 
and that it was my bufinefs to be gone before the 
tide of flood began, or otherwife I] might not be 
able to reach the fhore at all; accordingly I let 

my felf 
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myfelf down into the water, and fwam a-crofs 
the channel, which lay between the fhip and the 
fands, and eventhat with difficulty enough, part- 
ly with the weight of the things I had about me, 
and partly the roughnefs of the water, for the 
‘wind rofe very haftily, and before it was quite 
high water, it blew a ftorm. 


Bur I was gotten home to my little tent, where 
I lay with all my wealth about me very fecure. 
it blew very hard all that night, and in the morn- 
ing when I looked out, behold, no more fhip was 
to be feen; I was a little furprized, but reco- 
vered'myfelf with this fatisfactory reflection, viz. 
That I had loft no time, nor abated no diligence 
to get every thing out of her that could be ufe- 
ful to me, and that indeed there was little left in 
her that I was able to bring away if I had more 
time. 


I now gave over any more thoughts of the 
fhip, or of any thing out of her except what might 
drive on fhore, from her wreck, as indeed divers 
pieces of her afterwards did, but thofe were of 
{mall ufe to me. 


My thoughts were, now wholly employed about 
fecuring myfelf againft cither favages, if any 
fhould appear, or wild beafts, if any were in the 

ifland ; 
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ifland; and I had many thoughts of the method 
how to do this, and what kind of dwelling to 
make, whether I fhould make mea cave in the 
earth, or a tent upon the earth: And, in fhort, 
I refolved upon both, the manner and defcription 
of which, it may not be improper to give an ac- 
count of. 


I soon found the place I was in was not for 
my fettlement, particularly becaufe it was upon 
a low-moorith ground, near the fea, and I be- 
lieved it would not be wholefome, and more par- 
ticularly becaufe there was no freth water near 
it, fo I refolved to find a more healthy and more 
convenient {pot of ground. 


I consuttep feveral things in my fituation, 
which I found would ‘be proper for me: aft, 
Elealth and frefh water I juft now mentioned. 
adly, Shelter from the heat of the fun. 3dly, 
Security from ravenous creatures, whether men 
or beafts. 4thly, A view to the fea, that if God 
{ent any fhip in fight, I might not lofe any ad- 
vantage for my deliverance, of which I was not 
willing to banifh all my expectation yet. 


In fearch for a place proper for this, 1 found a 
little plain onthe fide of a rifing hill, whofe 
front towards this little plain was fteep as a 


houfe- 
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houfe-fide, fo that nothing could come down upon 
me from the top; on the fidé of this rock there 
was a hollow place worn a little way in like the 
cuttancevor ‘door of a cdyd) But there was nor 
really any cave or Way into the-rock at all. 


On the flat of the green, juft before this hol- 
low place, I refolved to pitch my tent. This 
plain was not above an hundred yards broad, and 
about twice as long, and lay like a ereen before 
my door, and at the end of it defcended itregu- 
larly every way down into the low-ground by 
the fea-fide. It was on the N. N. W. fide of the 
hill, fo that I was fheltered from the heat every 
day, till it came to a W. and by S. fun or there- 
abouts, which in thofe countriés is near the fet- 
ting. 


Berore I fet up my tent, I drew half a circle 
before the hollow place, which took in about ten 
yards in its femi-diameter from the rock, and 
twenty yards in its diameter, from its beginning 
and ending, 


In this half circle I pitched two rows of {trong 
flakes, driving them into the ground till they 
ftood very firm like piles, the biggeft end being 
outof the ground about five foot and an half, 

and 
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and fharpened on the top. The two rows did not 
{tand above fix inches one from another. 


Turn I took the pieces of cable which I had 
cut in the fhip, and I laid them in rows one 
upon another, within the circle, between thefe 
two rows of ftakes, upto the top, placing other 
fakes in the infide, leaning againft them, about 
two foot and an half high, like a {pur to a poft, 
and this fence was fo trong, that neither man oF 
beaft could get into it or over it. This coft me 
a great deal of time and labour, efpecially to cut 
the piles in the woods, bring them to the place, 
and drive them into the earth. 


Tors entrance into this place I made to be not 
by a door, but by a fhort ladder to go over the 
top, which ladder, when I was in, I lifted over 
‘after me, and fo 1 was completely fenced in, and 
fortifed, as Ithought, from all the world, and. 
confequently flept fecure in the night, which 
otherwife I could not have done, though, as it 
appeared afterward, there was no need of all this 
caution from the enemies that Tapprehended dan- 
ger from. : 


Into this fence or fortrefs, with infinite labour, 

I carried all my riches, all my provifions, am- 
munition, and ftores, of which you have the 
account. 
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account above, and I made me a large tent, which, 
to preferve me from the rains that in one part of 
the year are very violent there, I made double, 
viz. one {maller tent within, and one larger tent 
above it, and covered the uppermoft with a large 
tarpaulin, which I had faved among the fails. 


AND now I lay no more for a while in the bed 
which I had brought on fhore, but in a ham- 
mock, which was indeed a very good one, and be- 
longed to the mate of the thip. 


Into this tent I brought all my provifions, and 
every thing that would fpoil by the wet, and 
having thus enclofed all my goods, I made up the 
entrance, which till now I had left open, and fo 


pafied and repaffed, as I faid, by a fhort ladder. 


WEN I had done this, I began to work my 
way into the rock, and bringing all the earth and 
{tones that dug down out through my tent, I 
laid them up within my fence in the nature of a 
terrace, that fo it raifed the ground within, about 
a foot and an half; and thus I made me a cave, 
jut behind my tent, which ferved me likea cellar 
tomy houfe. Itcoft me much labour and many 
days, before all thefe things were brought to 
perfection ;, and therefore, I muft go back to 
fome others, which took up fome of my thoughts. 

At 
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At the fame time it happened, after I had laid 
my fcheme for fetting up my tent, and making 
the cave, that a ftorm of rain, falling from a 
thick dark cloud, a fudden’ flafh of lightning 
happened, and after that, a great clap of thun- 
der, as is naturally the effect of it ; Iwas not fo 
much furprifed with the lightning, as I was with 
a thought, which darted intomy mind as fwift as 
lightning itfelf: Omy powder! My very heart 
funk within me, when I thought, that at one 
blaft, all my powder might be: deftroyed ; on 
which, not only my defence, but the providing 
me food, asl thought, entirely depended ; Iwas 
nothing near fo afixious about my own danger, 
though had the powder took fire, I had never 
known who had hurtme. 


Sucu impreffion did this make upon me, that 
after the ftorm was over, I laid afide all my works, 
my building, and fortifying, andapplied myfelt 
to make bags and boxes, to feparate the powder, 
and keep it a little and a little in a parcel, in 
hope that whatever might come,’ it might not all 
take fire at orice, and to keep it fo apart, that it 
fhould not’ be pofible to make one part fire ano- 
ther: I finifthed this work in about a fortnight, 
and Ithink my powder, -which in all was about 
a4olb. weight, was divided innot lefs than a hun- 
dred parcels ; as to the barrel that had been wet, 

[ did 
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I did not apprehend any danger from that, fo] 
_ placed it in my new cave, which in my fancy, I 
called my kitchen, and the reft I hid up and 
down in holes among the rocks, fo that no wet 
might come to it, marking very carefully where 
I laid it. 


Inthe interval of time, while this was doing, 
I went. out once at leaft every day with my gun, 
as well to divert myfelf, as to fee if I could kill 
any thing fit for food, and as near as I could to 
acquaint myfelf with what the ifland produced. 
The firft time I went out, I prefently difcovered 
that there were goats upon the ifland, which was 
a great fatisfaction to me; but then it was at- 
tended with this misfortune to me, viz. That they 
werefo.fhy, fo fubtil, and fo fwift of foot, that 
it was the difficulteft thing in the world to come 
at them: but I was not difcouraged at this, not 
doubting, but I might now and then fhoot one, 
as it/foon happened; for after I had found their 
haunts a little, I laid wait in this manner for 
them: I obferved if they faw me in the valleys, 
though they were upon the rocks, they would run 
away as ina terrible fright; but if they were 
feeding in the valleys, and Iwas upon the rocks, 
they took no notice of me; from whence I con- 
cluded, that by the pofition of their optics, their 
fight was fo directed downward, that they did not 
YOL. I. H readily 
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readily fee objects that were above them, fo after- 
ward, I took this method ; Talways climbed the 
tocks firft, to get above them, andthen had fre- 
quently a fair mark. The firft thot I made among: 
thefe creatures, I killed a the goat, which had a 
little kid by her, which fhe gave fuck to, which 
grieved me heartily ; but when the old one fell, 
the kid ftood ftock ftiil by her, till I came and 
took ‘her up; and not only fo, but when I ¢ar- 
ried the old one with me, upon my fhoulder, the 
kid followed: me quite-to my enclofure, upon 
which, [laid down the dam, and took the kidin 
my arms, and carried it over my pale, in hopes 
to have bred it up tame, but it would not eat, fo 
I was forced to kill it, and eat it myfelf ; thefe 
two fupplied me with fleth for fome time, for T 
eat fparingly, and preferved my provifions (my 


bread efpecially) as much as poffible I could. 


Havixe now fixed my habitation, and faved 
fome materials for kindling a licht, I found it ab- 
folutely neceflary, to provide a place to make a 
fire in, and fewel to burn ; and what I did for 
that, as alfo how I enlarged my cave, and what 
conveniences I made, I fall give a full-account 
of in its proper place ; but I mutt firg give fome 
little account of myfelf, and of my ‘thoughts a- 
bout living, which it may wel 
not a few. | 


1 be fuppofed, were 


i J-nap 


ROBINSON E€RUSOE. 99 


Luap a difmal profpect of my condition ; for 
as I was not caft away upon that ifland, without 
being driven, asisfaid, by a violent ftorm, quite 
out of the courfe of our intended voyage, and a 
great way, viz. fome hundreds of leagues out of 
the ordinary courfe of the trade of mankind, I 
had great reafon to confider it as a determination 
of heaven, that in this defolate place, and in this 
defolate manner, I fhould end my life; the tears 
would run plentifully down my face, when I 
made thefe reflections ; and fometimes, I would 
expoftulate with myfelf, ‘* Why providence 
fhould thus completely ruin its creatures, and 
render them fo abfolutely miferable, fo without 
help abandoned, fo entirely depreffed, that it 
could hardly be rational to be thankful for fucha 
life.” : 


Bur fomething always returned fwift upon me, 
‘to check thefe thoughts, and to reprove me: and 
particularly, one day walking with my gun in 
my hand, by the fea-fide, I was very penfive up- 
on the fubjeét of my prefent condition, when rea- 
fon as it were, expoftulated with me the other 
way, thus: ‘* Well, you are in a defolate condi- 
tion, it istrue, but pray remember, where are 
the reft of you ? did not you come eleven of you 
into the boat, where are theten? why were not 
they faved and you loft ? why were you fingled 

ee out ? 
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Out ? is it betterto be here, or there >” And theti 
I pointed to the fea. All evils ate to be confider- 
ed with the good that is inthemi, and with what 
worfe attends them. 


THEN it occurred to me again, how well I was 
furnifhed for my fubfiftance, and what would have 
been my cafe if it had not happened (which was 
a hundred thoufand to oné) that the fhip floated 
from the place where fhe firft ftruck, and was 
driven fo near the fhore, that I had time to get 
all thefe things out of her. What would have 
been my cafe, if [had been to have lived in the 
condition in which [at firff came on fhore, with- 
out neceffaries of life, or neceffaries to fupply and 
procure them? Particularly, faid Laloud, (though 
to myfelf) what fhould I have done without 2. 
pun, without ammunition, without any tools to 
make any thing, or to work with, without clothes,. 
bedding, a tent, or any matiner of covering ; and 
that now, I had all thefe to a fufficient quantity, 
and was ina fair way to provide myfelf, in fuch a 
manner, as to live without my gun, when my 
‘ammunition was fpent : fo that I had a tolerable 
view of fubfifting, without any want as long as 1 
lived ; for I confidered from the beginning, how 
I would provide for the accidents that might 
happen, and for the time that was to come, ever 
not only, after my ammunition fhould be fpent, 

but 
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but even, after my health, or ftrength, fhould 
decay. 


Iconress, I had not entertained any notion of 
my ammunition being deftroyed at one blait, I 
mean my powder being blown up by the light- 
ning, and thismade the thoughts of it fo furpriz- 
ing tome, when it lightened and thundered, as 
I obferved juft now. | 


AND now, being to enter into amelancholy re- 
dation of a fcene of filent life, {uch perhaps, as 
was never heard of in the world before; I shall 
take it from its beginning, and continue it in its 
order. it was, by my account, the goth of Sep- 


tember, when, in the manner as above faid, I 


firft fet foot upon this horrid ifland ; when the fun 
being, to us, in its autumnal equinox, was almoft 
juft over my head; for Ireckoned myfelf, by ob- 
dervation, to be in the latitude of 9 degrees 22 
minutes, north of the bine, 


Arter I had been there about ten or twelve 
days, it came into my thoughts, that I fhould 
lofe my reckoning of time, for want of books, 
and pen and ink, and fhould even forget the fab- 
bath days, from the working days; but to pre. 
vent this, I cut it with my knife upon a large 
poft, in capital letters, and making it into a 

H 3 great 
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great crofs, I fet it up on the fhore where I firft 
landed, viz. ‘¢ Icame on fhore here, onthe 3oth 
<< of September, 1659.” Upon-the fides of this 
{quare poft, I cut every day, anotch with my 
knife, and every feventh notch, was as long again 
as the reft, and every firft day of the month as 
long again as that long one, and thus } kept my 
kalendar, or weekly, monthly, and yearly rec- 
koning of time. 


Bur it happened, that among the many things 
which I brought out of the fhip, in the feveral 
voyages, which as above mentioned, I made to it, 
I got feveral things of lefs value, but not at all 
lefs ufeful to me, Sehigh I found fome time after, 
in rummaging the chefts ; asin particular, pens, 
ink, and paper, feveral parcels in the captain’s, 


‘mate’s, gunner’s, and carpenter’s keeping, three 


or four compaffes, fome mathematical inftru- 


ments, dials, perfpectives, charts, and books of 


navigation, all which I huddled together, whe- 
ther I might want themor no; alfol found three 
very good bibles, which came to me in my car- 
go from England, and which. I had packed up 
among my things ; fome Portugueze books alfo, 
and among them, two or three Popifh prayer 
books, and feveral other books, all which I care- | 
fully fecured. And I muft not forget, that we 
had in the fhip, a dog, and two cats, of whofe 

eminent 
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eminent hiftory, I may have occafion to fay fome- 
thing in its place; for I carried both the cats 
with me, and as for the dog, he jumped out of 
the fhip himfelf, and fwam on fhore to me the 
day after I went on fhore with my firft cargo, and 
was a trufty fervant to me for many years; I] 
wanted nothing that he could fetch me, nor any 
company that he could make up to me, I only 
wanted to have him talk to me, but that would 
not do: As Iobferved before, I found pen, ink, 
and paper, and I hufbanded them to the utmoft, 
and I fhall thew, that while my ink lafted, I kept 
things very exact, but after that was gone I could 
not, for I could not make any ink, by any means 
that I could devife, 


AND this put me in mind that I wanted many 
things, notwithftanding all that I had amaffed to- 
gether, and of thefe, this of.ink was one, asalfo 
afpade, pick-axe, and fhovel, to dig, or remove 
the earth; needles, pins, and thread; as for 
linen, I foon learned to want that without much 
difficulty. 


THIs want of tools, made every work I did go 
on heavily, and it was near a whole year, before 
I had entirely finifhed my little pale, or fur- 
rounded my habitation: The piles or ftakes, 
which were as heavy as I could well lift, were a 

H4 long 
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long time in cutting and preparing in the woods, 
and more by far in bringing home; fo that Ifpent 
fometimes two days, in cutting and bringing 
home one of thofe pofts, and athird day, in driv- 
ing it into the ground ; for which purpofe, I got 
a heavy piece of wood at firft, but at laft be- 
thought myfelf, of one of the iron crows, which 
however, though I found it, yet it made driving 
thefe pofts, or piles, very laborious and tedious 
work. But what need I have been concerned at 
the tedioufnefs of any thing I had to do, feeing I 
had time enough to do it in ; nor had I any o- 
ther employment, if that had been over, at leaft 
that I could forefee, except the ranging the 
ifland to feek for food, which I did more or lefs 
every day. 


I now began to confider ferioufly my condi- 
tion, and the circumftance I was reduced to; and 
I drew up the ftate of my affairs in writing, not 
fo much to leave them to any that were to come 
after me, for I was like to have but few heirs, as 
to deliver my thoughts from daily poring upon 
them, and affi@ing my mind; and as my reafon 
began now to mafter my defpondency, I began 
to comfort myfelf as well as I could, and to fet 
the good againft the evil, that I might have 
fomething to diftinguifh my cafe from worfe, and 
i Hees it very impartially, like debtor and cre- 

ditor, 
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ditor, the comforts I enjoyed, againft the mife- 


vies I fuffered, thus’: 


Evil. 

I am caft upon a 
horrible, defolate 
ifland, void of all 
hope of recovery. 


Iam fingled out 
and feparated, as it 
were, from all the 
world to be mifer- 
able. 


Tam divided from 
mankind, afolitaire, 
one banifhed from 
human fociety. 


I have not cloaths 
to cover me. 


I am without any 
defence, or meansto 
refift any violence of 
man or beaft, 


Good. 
But I am alive, and not 
drowned, as all my fhip’s 
comipany were. 


But I am fingled out too 
from al] the fhip’s crew, to 
be fpared from death; and 
he that miraculoufly faved 
me from death, can deliver 
me from this condition. 


But I am not ftarved, and 
perifhing in a barren plage, 
affording no fuftenance, 


ButlI am in a hot climate, 
where, if I had cloaths, I 
could hardly wear them. 


ButI am caft onanifland, 
where I fee no wild beafts to 
hurt me, asI fawonthe coatft 
of Africa; and what if I had 
been fhipwrecked there? 


I have 
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Ihave no foul. to But God wonderfully fent 
{peak to, or relieve the fhip.in near enough to 
me. the fhore, that I have gotten . 

out fomany neceflary things 
as will either fupply my 
- wants, or enable me to futip- 
ply myfelf as long as I live. 


Upon the whole, here was an undoubted tefti- 
mony, that there was fcarce any condition in the 
world fo miferable, but there was fomething ne- 
gative or fomething pofitive to be thankful for 
in it; and let this ftland as a direction, from the 
experience of the moft miferable of all conditions 
in this world, that we may always find in it fome- 
thing to comfort: ourfelves from, and to fet, in 
the defcription of good and evil, on the credit 
fide of the account, | 


Hayne now brought my mind a little to relith 
my condition, and giving over looking out to fea 
to fee if I could fpy a thip; I fay, giving over 
thefe things, I began to apply myfelf to accom- 
modate my way of living, and to make things as 
eafy to me as I could, | 


I HAVE already defcribed my habitation, which 
was a tent under the fide of a rock, furrounded 
with a ftrong pale of pofts and cables, but I might 

; now 


ROBINSON CRUSOR, 107 


now rather.call it a wall, for I raifed a kind of 
wall up againft it of turfs, about two foot thick 
on the outfide; and after fome time, I think ir 
was a year and. a half, I raifed rafters from it 
leaning to the rock, and thatched or covered it 
with boughs of trees, and fuch things as I could 
get to keep out the rain, which I found at fome 
times of the year very violent, 


J wave already obferved how I brought all my 
goods into this pale, and into the cave which I 
had made behind me. ButI mutt obferve too, 
that at firft this was a confufed heap of goods, 
which, as they lay in no order, fo they took up 
all my place, I had no room to turn myfelf; fo 
I fet myfelf to enlarge my cave and works farther 
into the earth, for it was a loofe fandy rock, which 
yielded eafily to the labour I beftowed on it: and 
fo when I found I was pretty fafe as to beatts of 
prey, I worked fideways to the right-hand into 
the rock, and turning to the right again, worked 
quite out, and made me a door to come out in the 
outfide of my pale or fortification. 


Tis gave me not only egrefs and regrefs, as 
it were, a back way to my tent and to my ftore- 


noufe, but gave me room to ftow my goods. 


ANP 
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Anp. now I began to apply myfelf to make 
fuch neceffary things as 1 found I moft wanted, 
as particularly a chair and a table, for without 
thefe I was not able to enjoy the few comforts I 
had in the world; I could not write, or eat, or 
do feveral things with fo much pleafure without a 
table. SoIwent to work: and here I muft needs 
obferve, that as reafon is the fubftance and origi- 
nal of the mathematicks, fo by ftating and fqua- 
ring every thing by reafon, and by making the 
moft rational judgment of things, every man 
may be, in time, mafter of every mechanic art. 
{ had never handled a tool in my life, and yet in 
time by labour, application, and contrivance, 
Y found at laft that I wanted nothing but I could 
have made it, efpecially if I had had tools. 
However, I made abundance of things, even 
' without tools; and fome, with no more tools than 
an adz and a hatchet, which perhaps were never 
made that way before, and that with infinite la- 
bour: for example, if I wanted a board, lhad ne 
other way but to cut down atree, fet it on an 
edge before me, and hew it flat on either fide 
with my axe, till] had brought it to be thin as a 
plank, and then dubb it fmooth with my adze. 
It is true, by this method I could make but one 
board out of a whole tree; but this I had no re- 
medy for but patience any more than I had for 
the prodigious deal of time and labour which it 

took 
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took me up to make a plank or board: but 
my time of labour was little worth, and fo it was 
employed one way as well as another. - 


However, I made me a table and a chair, as] 
‘obferved above, in the firft ‘place; and this I did 
‘out-of the fhort’pieces of boards that I’brought on 
my raft from the fhip. But when wrought out 
fome boards, as above, I made large ‘fhelves of the 
breadth of a foot and a half one over another, all 
along one fide of my cave, ‘to lay all my tools, 
nails,andiron-workon; and, in a word, to feparate 
every thing at large in their places, that I'might 
come eafily at them. I knocked pieces into the 
wall of the rock, to hang my guns, and all things 
that would hang up. 


So that had my cave been tobe feen, it looked 
like a general magazine of all neceflary things ; 
and I had every thing fo ready at my hand, that 
it was a great pleafure to me to fee all my goods 
in fuch order, andefpecially to find my ftock of 
all neceflaries fo great. 


AND now it was when I began to keep a journal 
ofevery day’s employment; for indeed at firft I 
was in too much hurry, and not only hurry as to 
labour, but in too much difcompofure of mind: 


and my journal would have -been full of many 
dull 
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dull things. For example, I muft have faid thus: 
s< Sept. the goth. After | had got to fhore, and 
<< had efcaped drowning, ee of being thank- 
«¢ ful toGod for my deliverance, having firft vo- 
‘© mited with the great quantity of falt water 
which was gotten into my ftomach, and reco- 
‘¢ vering myfelf a little, I ran about the fhore 
‘¢ wringing my hands, and beating my head and 
‘© face, exclaiming at my mifery, and crying out, 
«¢ [ was undone, undone; till tired and faint, L 
<¢ was forced to lie down on the ground to repofe, 
<¢ but durft not fleep, for fear of being de- 
<< youred.” 


Some days after this, and after I had been on 
board the fhip and got all that I could out of her, 
yet I could not forbear getting up to the top of 
a little mountain, and ‘looking out to fea, in 
hopes of feeing a fhip, then fancy at a vaft dif- 
tance I {pied a fail, pleafe myfelf with the hopes 
of it; and then, eae looking fteadily till I was 
almot blind, lofe it quite, and fit down and weep 


like a child, and thus increafe my mifery by my 
folly. 


But, having gotten over ‘thefe things in fome 
meafure, and having fettled my houfhold-ftuff 
and habitation, made mea table and a chair, and 
all as handfome about me as I could, I begari'to 

keep 
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keep my journal, of which I thall here give vou 
the copy, (though in it will be told all thefe par- 
ticulars over again) as long as it lafted ; for hay- 
ing no more ink, I was forced to Jeave it off. 


SEPTEMBER g3oth, 1659, I poor miferable 
Robinfon Crufoe, being fhipwrecked during a 
dreadful ftorm in the offing, came on fhore on 
this difmal unfortunate ifland, which I called the 
Ifland of Defpair, all the reft of the fhip’s com- 


pany being drowned, and myfelf almoft dead. ° 


Aut the reft of that day I fpent in afflicting 
myfelf at the difmal circumftances I was brought 
to, viz. I had neither food, houfe, Cloaths, wea- 
» pon, or place to fly to, and in defpair of any 
relief, faw nothing but death before me, either 
that I fhould be devoured by wild beafts, mur- 
dered by favages, or ftarved to death for want of 
food. At the approach of night I flept in a tree, 
for fear of wild creatures; but flept foundly, 
though it rained all night. 


Ocroger 1. In the morning I faw, to my 
great furprife, the fhip had floated with the high 
tide, and was driven on fhore again much nearer 
the ifland, which, as it was fome comfort on one 

. hand, 
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hand, for feeing her fit upright, and not broken 
in-pieces, I hoped, ‘© the wind abated, I might 
get on board, and get fome food and neceflaries 
out of her for my relief ; fo, on the other-hand, 
it renewed my grief at the lofs of. my comrades, 
who, I imagined, if we had all ftaid on board, 
might have faved the fhip, or, at leaft, that they 
would not have been all drowned as they were 3 
and that, had the men been faved, we might per- 
haps have built us.a boat out of the ruins of the 
fhip, to have-carried us to fome other part of the 
world. I {pent great part of this day in perplex- 
ing myfelf on thefe things ; but at length feeing 
the fhip almoft dry, I went upon the fand as near 
as I could, and then fwam onboard. This day 
alfo it continued. raining, though .with no wind 
at all. 


From the rit of October.to the 24th. Allthefe 
days entirely {pent in many feveral voyages to get 
all I could out :of the fhip, which I brought on 
shore, every tide.of flood, upon rafts. Much-rair 
alfo in thefe days, though with fome intervals of 
fair weather; but, it feems, this. was the, raihy 
feafon. 


Ocr.20. Loverfet my raft, and all.the goods _ 


Lhad got uponit; but, being in fhoal water, and 
| the 
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the things being chiefly heavy, I recovered many 
of them when the tide was out. 


Ocr. 25. It rained all night and all day, with 
fome gufts of wind, during which time the fhip 
broke in pieces, the wind blowing a little harder 
than before, and was no more to be feen except 
the wreck of her, and that only at low water. I 
fpent this day in covering and fecuring the goods 
which I had faved, that the rain might not fpoil 
them. 


Ocr. 26: I walked about the fhore almoft all 
day to find out a place to fix my habitation, great- 
ly concerned to fecure myfelf from any attack in 
the night, either from wild beafts or men. To- 
wards night I fixed upon a proper place under 
a rock, and marked out a femi-circle for my en- 
campment, which J refolved to ftrengthen with a 
work, wall, or fortification, made of double piles, 
lined within with cables, and without with turf. 


From the 26th to the 30th, I worked very hard 
in carrying all my goods to my new habitation, 
though fome part of the time it rained exceed- 


ing hard. 


Tue 31ft in the morning I went out into the 
ifland with my gun, to fee for fome food, and dif- 
Vor. I. i cover 
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cover the country, when IJ killed a fhe-goat, and 
her kid followed me home, which I afterwards 
killed alfo, becaufe it would not feed. 


Nov. 1. I fet up my tent under a tock, and 
jay there for the firft night making it as large as 
I could with ftakes driven in to fwing my ham- 
mock. upon 


Nov. 2. I fet up afl my chefts and boards, 3 
and the picces of timber which made my rafts, 
and with them formed a fence round me, a little 
within the place I had marked out for my forti- 
fication. 


Nov. 3. I went out with my gun and killed 
two fowls like ducks, which were very good food. 
In the afternoon 1 went to work to make me @ 


table. 


Nov. 4. This morning I began to order my 
times of work, of going out with my gun, time 
of fleep, and time of diverfion, viz. every morn- 
ing L walked out with my gun for two or three 
hours if it did not rain, then employed myfelf to 
work till about eleven o’clock, then eat what I had 
to live on, and from twelve to two I lay down to 
fleep, the weather being fo exceflive hot, and 
then in the evening to work againe ‘The work- 


ing’ 
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ing part of this day and of the next were wholly 
employed in making my table, for I was yet but 
a very forry workman, though time and neceflity 
made me a complete natural mechanic foon after, 
as I believe it would any one elfe. 


Nov. 5. This day went abroad with my gun 
and my dog, and killed a wild cat, her fkin pretty 
foft, but her flefh good for nothing ; every crea- 
ture that I killed I took off the fkins, and pre- 
ferved them; coming back by the fea fhore, I 
faw many forts of fea fowl which I did not un- 
derftand, but was furprized, and almoft frighted 
with two or three feals, which, while I was gaz- 
ing at, not well knowing what they were, got 
into the fea, and efcaped me for that time. 


Nov. 6. After my morning walk I went te 
work with my table again, and finifhed it, tho’ 
not tomy liking; nor was it long before J learned 


to mend it. 


Noy. 7. Now it began to be fettled fair weas 
ther. The 7th, 8th, oth, 10th, and part of the 
yoth (for the rth was Sunday) I took wholly 
up to make me a chair, and with much ado 
brought it to a tolerable fhape, but never to 
pleafe me, and even in the making I pulled it in 
pieces feveral times. Noie, I foon neglected my 

ee keeping 
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keeping Sundays, for omitting my mark for 
them on my poft, I was puzzled to tell which 
was which. _ 


Nov. 13. This day it rained, which refrefhed 
me exceedingly, and cooled the earth, but it was 
accompanied with terrible thunder and lightning, 
which frighted me dreadfully for fear of my 
powder; as foon as it was over, I refolved to fe. 
parate my ftock of powder into as many little 
parcels as poffible, that it might not be in dan- 


ger. 


Nov. 14, 15, 16. Thefe three days I fpent 
in making little fquare chefts or boxes, which 
might hold about a pound or two pound at moft 
of powder: and fo putting the powder in, I 
ftowed it in places as fecure and remote from 
one another as poffible. On one of thefe three 
days I killed a large bird that was good to eat, 
but I knew not what to call it. 


Nov. 17. This day I began to dig behind my 
tent into the rock, to make room for my farther 
convenience. Note, Two things I wanted ex- 
ceedingly for this work, viz. a pick-axe, a fhovel, 
and a wheel-barrow or bafket, fo I defifted from 
my work, and began to confider how to fupply 
that want, and make fome tools; as for a pick- 

ane 
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axe, I made ufe of the iron crows, which were 
Proper enough, though heavy; but the next 
thing was a fhovel or fpade, this was fo abfolutely 
neceflary, that I could do nothing effectually 


without it, but what kind of one to make-I knew 
not. 


Nov. 18. The next day in fearching the 
woods, I found a tree of that wood, or like it, 
which in the Brafils they call the iron tree, for 
its exceeding hardnefs; of this, with great la- 
bour, and almoft {poiling my axe, I cut a piece, 
and brought it home too with difficulty enough, 
for it was exceeding heavy, - The exceffive hard- 
nefs of the wood, and having no other way, made 
me a long while upon this machine, for I worked 
it effectually, by little and little, into the form of 
a fhovel or fpade, the handle exactly fhaped like 
ours in England, only that the broad part having 
no iron fhod upon it at bottom, it would not laf 
me fo long, however, it ferved well enough for 
the ufes which I had occafion to put it to; but 
never was a fhovel, I believe, made after that 
fafhion, or fo long a making. 


Iwas ftill deficient, for I wanted a bafket ora 
wheel-barrow; abafket I could not make by any 
means, having no fuch things as twigs that would 
bend to make wicker ware, at leaft none yet found 


hae out ; 
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out; and as to a wheel-barrow, J fancied I could 
make all but the wheel, but that 1 had no notion 
of; neither did I know how to go about it; be- 
fides, I had no pofhible way to make the iron gud- 
‘geons for the fpindle or axis of the wheel to run 
in, fo I gave it over; and fo for carrying away the 
earth which I dug out of the cave, I made mea 
thing like a hod which the labourers carry mor- 
tar in when they ferve the bricklayers. This was 
not fo difficult to me as the making the fhovel ; 
and yet this and the fhovel, and the attempt which 
I made in vain to make a wheel-barrow, took me 
up no lefs than four days, I mean always, except 
ing my morning walk with my gun, which J fel- 
dom omitted, and very feldom failed alfo bring 
ing home fomething fit to eat. 


Nov. 23. My other work having now ftood 
fill, becaufe of my making thefe tools, when 
they were finifhed I went on, and working every 
day, as my ftrength and time allowed, I {pent 
eighteen days entirely in widening and deepening 
my cave, that it might hold my goods commo- 
dioufly. 


Note, During all this time, I worked to make 
this room or cave {pacious enough to accommo- 
date me as a warehoufe or magazine, a kitchen, 
a dining-room, and a cellar; as for my lodging, 


J kept 
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i kept to the tent, except that fometimes, in the 
wet feafon of the year, it rained fo hard, that I 
could not keep myfelf dry, which caufed me af- 
terwards to cover all my place within my pale 
with long poles in the form of rafters leaning 
againft the rock, and load them with flags and 
large leaves of trees like a thatch, 


Dec. roth. I began now to think my cave or 
vault finifhed, when ona fudden (it feems I had 
made it too large) a great quantity of earth fell 
down from thetop and one fide, fomuch that in fhoit 
it frighted me, and not without reafon too; for if 
I had been under it, I had never wanted a grave- 
digger; upon this difafter I had a great deal of 
work to do over again; for I had the loofe earth 
to carry out; and which was of more importance, 
Thad the cieling to prop up, fo that I might be 
dure that no more would come down, 


Dec. r1. This day I went to work with it ac- 
cordingly, and got two fhoars or pofts pitched up- 
right to the top, with two pieces of board a-crofs 
over each poft: this I finifhed the next day ; and 
fetting more pofts up with boards, in, about a 
week more I had the roof fecured; and the pofts 
{tanding in rows, ferved me for partitions to part 


off my houte. 


I 4 Dec. 
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Dec, 17. From this day to the twentieth [ 
placed fhelves, and knocked up nails on the pofts 
to hang every thing up that could be hung up 3; 
and now I began to be in fome order within 
doors, 


Dec. 20, Now I carried every thing into the 
cave, and began to furnifh my houfe, and fet up 
fome pieces of boards, like adreffer, to order my 
victuals upon, but boards began to be very {carce 
with me; alfo I made me another table, 


Dec. 24. Much rain all night and all day, 


no flirring out, 
Dec. 25. Rain all day, 


Dec. 26. No rain, andthe earth much cooler 
than before, and pleafanter. 


Dec. 27. Killed a young goat, and lamed an- 
other, fo as that Icatched it, and led it home in 
a {tring ; when I had it home, I bound and fplin- 
tered up its leg which was broke. N. B. I took 
fuch care of it, that it lived, and the leg grew 
well, and a$ ftrong as ever; but by my nurfing 
it fo long it grew tame, and fed upon the little 
green at my door, and would not goaway. This 
was the firft time that I entertained a thought of 

2 -. breeding 
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{pent. 


Dec. 28, 29, 30, 31. Great heats and no 
breeze; fo that there was no ftirring abroad, 
except in the evening for food ; this time I 
{pent, in putting all my things in order within 
doors. 


January. Very hot fill, but I went abroad 
early and late with my gun, and lay ftill in the 
middle of the day ; this evening, going farther 
into the valleys, which lay towards the center of 
the ifland, I found there was plenty of goats, 
though exceeding fhy, and hard to come at ; 
however I refolved to try, if 1 could not bring 
my dog to hunt them down. 


Jan.2, Accordingly, the next day, I went 
ut with.my dog, and fet him upon the goats, 
but I was miftaken, for they all faced about up- 
on the dog, and he knew his danger too well, for 
he would not come near them. 


_ Jay. 3. Tbegan my fence or wall; which, be- 
ing ftill jealous of my being attacked by fome- 
body, I refolved to make very thick and ftrong. 


N.B. Tuts 
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N. B. Tuts wall being defcribed before, Ipur- 
pofely omit what was faid, in the journal ; it is 
fuficient to obferve, that I was no lefs time, than 
from the 3d of January, to the r4th of April, 
working, finifhing, and perfecting this wall, 
though it was no more than about 24 yards in 
length, being a half circle, from one place in 
the rock, to another place, about twelve yards 
from it, the door of the cave being in the center 
behind it. | 


Att this time I worked very hard, the rains 
hindering me many days, nay fometimes, weeks — 
together ; but I thought I fhould never be per- 
fectly fecure, till this wall was finifhed ; and it is 
fearce credible, what mmexpreffible labour every 
thing was done with ; efpecially the bringing piles 
out of the woods, and driving them into the 
ground, for I made them much bigger than I 
needed to have done, 3 


Wuen this wall was finifhed, and the outfide 
double fenced, with aturf wall raifed up clofe to 
it, I perfuaded myfelf, that if any people were 
to come on fhore there, they would not perceive 
any thing like a habitation} and it was very well - 
{ did fo, as may be obferved hereafter, upon a 
yery remarkable occafion. 


DvurRING 
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Durine this time, I made my rounds in the 
woods for game, every day, when the rain ad- 
mitted me, and made frequent difcoveries in thefe 
walks, of fomething or other to my advantage ; 
particularly, I found a kind of wild’ pigeons, 
who build, not as wood pigeons ina tree, but 
rather as houfe pigeons, in the holes of the 
rocks ; and taking fome young. ones, I endea- 
voured to breed them up tame, and partly did fo; 
but fome died, and the reft, asthey grew older, 
flew away, which perhaps was at firft for want 
of feeding them, for I had little or nothine to 
give them; however, I frequently found their 
nefts, and got their young ones, which was very 
good meat. And now, in the managing my 
houfhold affairs, I found myfelf wanting many 
things, which I thought at firft it was impofh- 
ble for me to make, as indeed as to fome of 
them it was; for inftance, I could never make a 
cafk to be hooped ; I had a fmall runlet or two, 
as I obferved before, but I could never arrive to 
the capacity of making one by them, though I 
fpent many weeks aboutit ; I could neither put 
in the heads, or join the ftaves fo true to one an- 
other, asto make them hold water, fo l gave that 
alfoover. In the next place, I was ata great lols 
for candle, fo that as foon as ever it was dark, 
which was generally by feven o’clock, I was 
obliged to go to bed : I remembered the lump of 
bees- 
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bees-wax, with which I made candles in my Af- 
rican adventure, but Ihad none of that now; the 
only remedy Lhad was, that when I had killed 
a goat, I faved the tallow, and with a little dith 
made of clay, which I baked in the fun, to 
which I added a wick of fome oakum, I made 
mea lamp, and this gave mealight, though not 
a clear fteady light like a candle; in the middle 
of all my labours it happened, that rummaging 
my things, I found a little bag, which, as I 
hinted before, had been filled with cern, for the 
feeding of poultry, net for this voyage, but be- 
fore, as I fuppofe, when the fhip came from 
Lifbon : what little remainder of corn had been in 
the bag, was all devoured with the rats, and I 
faw nothing in the bag but hufks and. duft ; and 
being willing to have the bag for fome other ufe, 
T think it was to put powder in, when I divided 
it for fear of the lightning, or fome fuch ufe, I 
fhook the husks of corn out of it, on one fide of 
my fortification under the rock. 


Ir was a little before the great rain, juft now 
mentioned, that I threw this ftuff away, taking 
no notice of any thing, and not fo much as re- 
membering that I had thrown any thing there ; 
when abouta month after, or thereabout, I faw 
{ome few ftalks of fomething green, fhooting out 
of the ground, which I fancied might be fome 
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plant I had not feen, but I was furprized and per- 
Fectly aftonifhed, when, after alittle longer time, 
I faw about ten or twelve ears come out, which 
_ were perfect green barley, of the fame kind as our 
European, nay, as our Englith barley. 


Ir is impoffible to exprefs my aftonifhment and 
contfufion of thoughts on this occafion; I had 
hitherto acted upon no religious foundation at all, 
indeed, I had very few notions of religion in my 
head, or had entertained any fenfe of any thing 
that had befallen me, otherwife than asa chance, 
or as we lightly fay, what pleafes God, with- 
out fomuch as enquiring into the end of provi- 
dence, in thefe things, ar his order in governing 
events inthe world : but after I faw barley grow 
there, in a climate which I knew was not proper 
for corn, and efpecially that I knew not how it 
came there, it ftartled me ftrangely, and I began 
to fuggeft, that God had miraculoufly caufed this 
grain to grow, without any help of feed fown, 
and that it was fo direéted purely for my fufte- 
nance, on that wild miferable place, 


Tus touched my heart a little, and brought 
tears out of my eyes; and I began to blefs myfelf, 
that fuch a prodicy of nature fhould happen upon, 


my account ; and this was more ftrange to me, 
becaufe I faw near it ftill, all along by the fide of 


the 
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the tock, fome other ftraggling ftalks, which 
proved to be ftalks of rice, and which I knew, 
becaufe I had feen it grow in Africa, when I was 
afhore there. 


Twor only thought thefe the pure productions 
of providence for my fupport, but not doubting 
but that there was more inthe place, I went over 
all that part of the ifland, where I had been be- 
fore, peeping in every corner, and under every 
rock, to fee more of it, but Icould not find any 3 
at laft it occurred to my thoughts, that I had 
fhook a bag of chickens meat out in that place, 
and then the wonder began to ceafe; and I muft 
confefs, my religious thankfulnefs to God’s pro- 
vidence began toabate too, Upon the difcovering 
that all was nothing, but what was common ; 
though I ought to have been as thankful for fo 
ftrange and unforefeena providence, as if it had 
been miraculous: for it was. really the work of 
providence, as to me, that fhould order or ap~ 
point, that ro or 12 grains of corn fhouid remain 
unfpoiled, (when the rats had deftroyed all the 
reft), as if it had been dropt from heaven ; as 
alfo, that I fhould throw it out inthat particular 
place, where it being in the fhade of a high rock, 
it fprang up immediately ; whereas, if.) bad. 
thrown it any where elfe, at that time, it had 
been burnt up and deftroyed. 

I caRE- 
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I carEFULLY faved the ears of corn you may be 
fure intheir feafon, which was about the end of 
June ; and laying up every corn, I refolved to 
fow them all again, hoping in time, to have 
fome quantity fufficient to fupply me with bread ; 
but it was not till the 4th year, that I could al- 
low myfelf the leaft grain of this corn to eat, and 
even then but fparingly, as I fhall thew after- 
wards in its order; for I lot my fowing the firft 
feafon, by not eee the proper time; for] 
fowed jutt before the ge feafon, fo that it never 
rightly came up at all, cea in its place. 


Besipzs this barley, there was, as above, 20 
or 30 ftalks of rice, which I preferved with the 
fame care, and whofe ufe was of the fame kind, ox 
to the fame purpofe, viz. to make me bread, or 
rather food; for I found ways to cook it up with- 
out baking, though I did that alfo after fome 
time. But to return to my journal. 


I workep exceflive hard thefe three or four 
months to get my wall done, andthe t4th of 
Aprill clofed it up, contriving to ect into it, not 
by a door, but over the wall by a ladder, that 
there might be no fign in the outfide of my habi- 
tation. 
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Aprit 16. I finifhed the ladder, fo 1 went up 
with the ladder to the top, and then pulled it up 
after me, and let it down in the infide ; this 
was a compleat enclofure to me; for within I 
had room enough, and nothing could come at 
me from without, unlefs it firft mounted my 
wall. 


Tue very next day after this wall was finifhed, 

I had almoft had all my labour overthrown at 
once, and myfelf killed; the cafe was thus: as 
I was bufy in the infide of it, behind my tent, juft 
-1 the entrance into my cave, I was terribly 
frightened with a moft dreadful furprifing thing 
indeed ; for all on a fudden, I found the earth 
come crumbling down from the roof of my caves 
and from the edge of the hill over my head, and 
two of the pofts I had fet up in the cave, cracked 
ina frightful manner; I was heartily feared, but 
thought of nothing that was really the caufe, on- 
ly thinking that the top of my cave was falling in, . 
as fome of it had done before, and for fear I 
fhould be buried in it, I ran forward to my lad- 
der, and not thinking myfelf fafe there neither, I 
got over my wall, for fear of the pieces of the hill 
which I expected might roll down upon ine ; Po 
was no fooner ftepped down upon the firm ground, 
but I plainly faw it was a terrible earthquake, for 
the ground I ftood on fhook three times at eight 
minutes 


ROBINSON CRUSOE, 12g 


minutes diftance, with three fuch fhocks, as would 
have overturned the ftrongeft building that couild 
be fuppofed té have ftood on the earth: and 
great picce of the top of a rock which ftood about 
half a mile from me, next the fea, fell down 
with fucha terrible noife, as I never heard 
ailmy life. I perceived alfo, that the very fea 
was put into a violent motion by it; and I believe 
the fhocks were ftronger under the water, than in 
the ifland; 


I was fo much amazed with the thing itfelf, 
having never felt the like; or difcourfed with 
any one that had, that I was like one dead or ftu- 
pified ; and the motion of the earth niade 1 my 
ftomach fick like one that was toffed at fea: but 
the noife of the falling of the rock awa i “ci me 
as it were, and roufing me from the ftupified con- 
dition I was in, filled me with horror, and I 
thought of nothing but the hill falling upon 
my tent and all my houfhold goods, and burying 
allat once 3 and this funk my very foul within 
me a fecond time; 


AFTER the third fhock was’ over, and I felt no 
more for fome time, I began to take cc urage, 


and yet I had not heart enough to fo over my 
wall again, for féar of betes buried 
o ro 
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difconfolate, not knowing whattodo, All this while 
I had not the leaft ferious réligious thought, no- 
thing but the common, (Lord, have mercy up- 


on me); and when it was over, that went away 
too. 


Wu1te I fat thus, I found the air overcaft, and 
grow cloudy, as if it would rain; foon after that, 
the wind rofe by little and little, fo that, in lefs 
than half an hour, it blew a moft dreadful hurri- 
eane: the fea was, all on a fudden, covered with 
foam and froth, the fhore was covered with a 
breach of the water, the trees were torn up by 
the roots, and a terrible ftorm it was. And this 
held about three hours, and then began to abate; 
and in two hours more it was ftark calm, and be- 
gan to rain very hard, All this while I fat upon 
‘the ground very much terrified and dejected, 
when on a fudden it came into my thoughts, that 
thefe winds and rain being the confequence of the 
earthquake, the earthquake itfelf was fpent. and 
over, and I might venture into my cave again. 
With this thought my fpirits began to revives 
and the rain alfo helping to perfuade me, I went 
in and fat down upon my tent; but the rain was 
fo violent, that my tent was ready to be beaten 
down with it, and I was forced to get into my 
cave, though very much afraid and uneafy, for 
fear it fhould fall on my head. ‘This violent rain 

4 . forced 
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forced me to a new work; viz. to cut a hole 
through my new fortification, like a fink; to let 
the water go out, which would elfe have drowned 
my cave. After I had been in my cave fome 
time, and found ftill no more fhocks of the eatth- 
quake follow, I begai td be more compofed: 
And now to fupport my fpirits, which, indeed, 
wanted it very much, J went to my little ftore, 
and took a fmall fup of rum; which however I 
did then and always very fparingly, knowing 
I could have no more when that was gone. Ie 
continued raining all that night; and great part 
of the next day; fo that I could not ftir abroad; 
but my mind being more compofed, I began to 
think of what I had beft do, concluding, that 
if the ifland was fubje&t to thefe earthquakes, 
there would be no living for me in a cave, but I 
muft confider of building me fome little hut in 
an open place; which I might furround with a 
wall; as I had done here, and fo make myfelf 
fecure from wild beafts or men: but concluded, 
if I ftaid where I was, I thould certainly, one 
time or other; be buried alive: 


Wira thefe thoughts, I refolved to remove 
my tent from the place where it ftood, which 
was jut inider the hanging precipice. of the hill, 

and which, if it fhould be fhaken again, would 

certainly fall into my tent. And I fpent. the two 
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next days, being the 1gth and 2oth of April, in 
eontriving where and how to remove my habita- 
tion. The fear of being fwallowed up alive 
affected me fo, that I never flept in quiet; and yet 
the apprehenfions of lying abroad, without any 
fence, was almoft equal to it: but full, when I 
looked about, and faw how every thing was put 
in order, how pleafantly I was concealed, and how 
fafe from danger, it made me very loth to re- 
move. Inthe mean time it occurred to me, that 
it would require a vaft deal of time for me to do 
this, and that I muft be contented to run the 
venture where I was, till I had formed a camp 
for myfelf, and had fecured it fo as to remove to 
‘te So with this refolution I compofed myfelf for a 
time, and refolved I would go to work with all 
fpeed to build me a wall with piles and cables, 
&c. ina circle as before, and fet my tent up in it 
when it was finifhed, but that I would venture to 
ftay where I was till it was finifhed, and fit to re- 
move to. This was the 21ft. 


ApriL 22. The next morning I began to con- 
fider of means to put this refolve into execution, 
but I was at a great lofs about my tools; I had 
three large axes and abundance of hatchets, (for 
we carried the hatchets for trafie with the In- 
dians) but with much chopping and cutting 
knotty hard wood, they were all full of notches 

and 


ROBINSON CRUSOE. 133 


and dull; and though I had a gfiridftone, I could 
not turn it and grind my tools too. This coft 
me as much thought as a ftatefman would have 
beftewed upon a grand point of politics, or < 
judge upom the life and death of a man. At 
iength I contrived a wheel with a ftring, to turn 
it with my foot, that I might have both my hands 
at liberty. Note, I had never feen any fuch 
thing in England, or at leaft not to take notice 
how it was done, though fince I have obferved it 
is very common there: befides that, my grind 
ftone was very large and ‘heavy. This machine 
coft me a full week’s work to bring it to perfec- 
tion. 


Arrit 28, 29. Thefe two whole days I took 
up in grinding my tools, my machine for turn- 
ing my grindftone performing very well. 


Aprit 30. Having perceived my bread had 
‘been low a great while, now Z took a furvey of 
it, and reduced myfelf to one difcuit-cake a day, 
which made my heart very heavy. 


May 1. Inthe morning, looking towards the 
fea-fide, the tide being low, I faw fomething lhe 
on the fhore bigger than ordinary, and it looked 
like a cafk; when Icame to it, I found a {mall 
barrel, and two or three pieces of the wreck of 
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the fhip, which were driven on fhore by the late 
hurricane, and looking towards the place where 
the wreck lay, I found it appeared again up 
above the water. I examined the barrel that was 
driven on fhore, and foon found it was a barrel 
of gunpowder, but it had taken water, and the 
powder was caked as hard asa ftone; however, I 
rolled it farther on the fhore for the prefent, and 
went on upon the fands, as near as I could to the 
wreck of the fhip, to look for more. 


WueEn I came down to the fhip, I found it 
ftrangely removed; the forecaftle, which lay be- 
fore buried in fand, was heaved up at leaft fix 
feet; and the flern, which was broke to pieces 
and parted from the reft by the force-of the fea, 
foon after I left rummaging her, was tofled, as it 
were, up, and caft on one fide, and the fand was 
thrown fo high on that fide next her ftern, that 
whereas there was a great piece of water before, 
fo that I could not come within a quarter of a 
mile of the wreck without fwimming, I could 
now walk quite up to her when the tide was out. 
1 was furprized with this at firft, but foon con- 
cluded it muft be done by the earthquake ; and 
as by this violence the fhip was more broke open 
than formerly, {0 many things came daily on 
fhore, which the fea had loofened, and which the 
winds and water rolled by degrees to the land. 


Tus 
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Tuis wholly diverted.my thoughts from the 
defign of removing my habitation; and I bufied 
myfelf mightily, that day efpecially, in. fearching 
whether I could make any way into the fhip; but 
I found nothing was to be expected of that kind, 
for that all the infide of the fhip was choaked up 
with fand: however, as I had learned not to de- 
{pair of any thing, I refolved to pull every thing 
to pieces that I could of the fhip, concluding 
that every thing I could get from her would be 
of fome ufe or other to me. ry. 


May 3. I began with my faw, and cuta piece 
of a beam through, which I thought held fome 
of the upper part or quarter-deck together, and 
when I had cut through, Icleared away the fand 
as well as I. could from.the fide which lay high- 
eft; but the tide coming in, I was obliged to give 
over for that time. 


May 4. Iwenta fithing, but caught not one 
fifh that I durft eat of, till I was weary of my 
{port; when, juft going to leave off, I caught 
a young dolphin. T had made me a long line 
of fome rope-yarn, but I had no hooks, yet 
{ frequently caught fifh enough, as much as I 
cared to eat ; all which I dried in the fun, and 
cat them dry, 
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May 5. Worked on the wreck, cut another 
beam afunder, and brought three great fir-planks 
off from the decks, which I tied together, and 
made fwim on fhore when the tide of flood came 
on. . 


May 6. Worked on the wreck, got feveral 
tron bolts out of her, and other pieces of iron 
work, worked very hard, and came home very 
much tired, and had thoughts of giving it over. 


May 7. Went to the wreck again, but with 
an intent not to work again, but found the weight 
of the wreck had broke itfelf down, the beams 
being cut; that feveral pieces of the fhip feemed 
to lie joofe, and the infide of the hold lay fo 
open that I could fee into it, but almoft full of 
water and fand. 


May 8. Went to the wreck, and carried an 
iron crow to wrench up the deck, which lay now 
quite clear of the water and fand. I wrenched 
up two planks, and brought them on fhore alfo 
with the tide. I left the iron crow in the wreck 
for next day. : 3 


May 9.. Went to the wreck, and with the 
crow made way into the body of the wreck, and 
felt feveral cafks, and loofened them with the 
crow, but could not break them up. I felt alfo a 

| | roll 
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roll of Englith lead, and could ftir it, but it was 
too heavy to remove. 


May 10,to 14, Went every day to the wreck, 
and got a great deal of pieces of timber, and 
boards, or plank, and 2 or 300 weight of iron. 


May 15. I carried two hatchets, to try if I 
could not cut a piece off the roll of lead, by pla- 
cing the edge of one hatchet, and driving it with 
the other; but as it lay about a foot and a half 
in the water, I could not make any blow to drive 
the hatchet. 


May 16. It had blown hard in the night, and 
the wreck appeared more broken by the force of 
the water; but I ftaid fo long in the woods to get 
pigeons for food, that the tide prevented my 
going to the wreck that day. 


May 17. I faw fome pieces of the wreck 
blown on fhore, at a great diftance, near two 
miles off me, but refoived to fee what they were, 
and found it was a piece of the head, but too 
heavy for me to bring away. 


May 24. Every day to this day I worked on 
the wreck, and.with hard labour I loofened fome 
things fo much with the crow, that the firft blow- 
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ing tide feveral cafks floated out, and two of the 
feamen’s chefts; but the wind blowing from the 
fhore, nothing came to land that day but pieces 
of timber, and a hogfhead which had fome Brafil 
pork in it, but the falt water and the fand had 
fpoiled it. I continued this work every day to 
the rsth of June, except the time neceflary to 
get food, which I always appointed, during this 
part of my employment, to be when the tide was 
up, that I might be ready when it ebbed out ; 
and by this time I had gotten timber, and plank, 
and iron work enough to have built a. good boat, 
if Lhad known how: and alfo, I had got feveral 
times, and in feveral pieces, near 100 weight of 
the fheet lead. | 


June 16. Going down to the fea fide I found 
a large tortoife or turtle. This was the firft [had 
feen, which it feems was only my misfortune, not 
any defect of the place, or {carcity ; for had IT 
happened to be on the other fide of the ifland, I 
might have had hundreds of them every day, asl 
found afterwards; but, perhaps, had paid dear 
enough for them. | | 


June 17. I fpent in cooking the turtle. I 
found in her threefcore eggs, and her 4efh was to 
me, at that time, the moft favoury and pleafant 
that ever I tafted in my life, having had no fleth, 

but 
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but of goats and fowls, fince I landed in this hor- 
rid place. 


June18. Rained all day, and I ftaid within. 
I thought at this time the rain felt cold, .and I 
was fomething chilly, which I knew was not u- 
fual in that latitude. 


June tg. Very ill, and fhivering, as if the 
weather had been cold. 


June 20. No reft at all, violent pains in my 
head; and feverith. 


June 21. Very ill, frighted almoft to death 
with the apprehenfions of my fad condition, to 
be fick, andnohelp : prayed to God for the firft 
time fince the ftorm off Hull, but fearce knew 
what I {aid or why ; ; my thoughts being all con- 
fufed. 


June 22. A little better, but under dreadful 
apprehenfions of ficknefs. 


June 23. Very bad again, cold and fhivering, 
and then a violent head-ach. 


June 24. Much better. 


JUNE 
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June 25. Anague very violent ; the fit held 
me feven hours, cold fitand hot, with faint {weats 
after it. 


June 26. Better; and having no victuals to 
eat, took my gun, but found myfelf very weak: 
however, I killed a fhe-goat, and with much dif- 
ficulty got it home, and broiled fome of it, and 
eat; I would fain have ftewed it, and made fome 
broth, but had no pot. | 


Junn 27. The ague again fo violent, that I 
lay a-bed all day with weaknefs, and neither eat 
or drank, though I was ready to perifh for thirft.. 
Prayed to God again, but was light-headed, and 
when I was not, I was fo ignorant, that 1 knew 
not what to fay, only [lay and cryed, Lord look 
‘upon me, Lord pity me, Lord have mercy upon 
me: I fuppofe] did nothing elfe for two or three 
hours, till the fit wearing off, I fell afleep, and 
did not awake till far in the night ; when I a-. 
woke, I found myfelf much refrefhed, but weak, 
and exceeding thirfty + however, as I had no 
water in my whole habitation, I was forced to lie 
tall morning, and went to fleep again; in this 
fecond fleep, I had a terrible dream 5 I thought 
that L was fitting on the ground on the outfide of 
my wall, where I fat when the ftorm blew after 
the earthquake, and that I faw a man defcend 

from 
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from a great black cloud, in a bright flame of 
fire, and light upon the ground; he was all over 
as bright as a flame, fo that I could juft bear to 
look towards him ; his countenance was moft in- 
expreflibly dreadful, impoffible for words to de- 
{cribe ; when he ftepped upon the ground with his 
feet, I thought the earth trembled, juft as it did 
before the earthquake, and all the air looked, to 
my apprehenfion, as if it had been filled with 
flafhes of fire: he no fooner landed upon the 
earth, but he moved: forward towards me, with 
a long {pear or weapon in his hand to kall me ; 
and when he came to a rifing ground, at fome 
diftance, he fpoke tome, or I heard a voice fo 
terrible, that it is impoffible to exprefs the terrer 
of it: all that I can fay I underftood, was this: 
Seeing all thefe things have not brought thee ta 
repentance, now thou fhalt die; at which words, 
I thought he lifted up the {pear in his hand to 
kill me. 


No one that fhall ever read this account, will 
expect that I fhould be able to defcribe the hor- 
rors of my foul at-this terrible vifion; I mean, 
that even while it was a dream, I even dreamed 
ef thofe horrors; nor is it any more pofiible to 
defcribe the impreffion that remained upon my 
mind when J aWwaked and found it was but a 
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I HAD, alas! nodivine knowledge ; what I had 
received by the good inftruction of my father 
was then worn out by an uninterrupted feries, for 
eight years, of feafaring wickednefs, and a con- 
fant converfation with nothing but fuch as were 
like myfelf, wicked and profane: I do not re- 
member, that I had, in all that time; one thought 
that fo much as tended, either to looking up- 
wards toward God, or inward towards a reflection 
upon my own ways. But a certain ftupidity 
of foul, without defire of good, or confcious of 
evil, had entirely overwhelmed me, and I was all 
that the moft hardened, unthinking, wicked 

-¢ereature among our common failors, can be fup- 
pofed to be, not having the leaft fenfe, either of 
the fear of God in danger, or of thankfulnefs to 
God in deliverances. 


Iw the relating what is already paft of my ftory; 
this will be the more eafily believed, when I 
fhall add, that through all the variety of miferies. 
that had to this day befallen me, I never had fo 
much ag one thought of it being the hand of 
God, or thatit was a juft punifhment for my fin ; 
my rebellious behaviour againft my father, or my 
prefent fins, which were great, or fo much as a 
punifhment for the general courfe of my wicked 
life. When I was on the defperate expedition on 


the defirt fhores of Africa, I never had fo much 
as 
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as one thought of what would become of me, or 
one with to God to dire& me whither I fhould 20, 
or to keep me from the danger which apparently 
{urrounded me, as well from voracious creatures 
as cruel favages; but I was merely thoughtlefé 
of a God, or a providence; ated like a meré 
brute from the principles of nature, and by the 
dictates of common fenfe only, and indeed hardly 
that.. When I was delivered and taken up at tea 
by the Portugal Captain, well ufed, and dealé 
juftly and honourably with, as well as charitably, 
{had not the leaft thankfulnefs on my thoughts. 
When again I was thipwrecked, and in danger of 
drowning on this ifland, I was as far froth’ te- 
‘morte, or looking on it as a judgment; I oly 
faid to myfelf often, that I was an unfortunate 
dog, and born to be always miferable. 


fr is true, when I got on fhore firft here, and 

found all my fhip’s crew drowned, and my{elf 
; P ) 2 
pare was furpri with a kind of extafy, and 
fpared, I was furprized with a kind of fy, and 
fome tranfports of foul, which, had the Giace of 
God affifted, might have come up to true thank 
fulnefs; but it ended where it began, in a fitere 
common flight of joy; or, as I may fay, being 
glad I was alive, Without the leaft reflection upon 
the diftinguifhing goodnefs of the hand Which 
had preferved'ine, and had fingled me out to be 
z 3 5S 

preferved, when all the reft were deftroved ; of 
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an enquiry why Providence had been thus mer- 
ciful to me; even juft the fame common fort of 
joy, which feamen generally have, after they are 
got fafe afhore from a fhipwreck, which they 
drown all inthe next bowl of punch, and forget 
almoft as foon as it is over: and all the reft of my 
life was like it, Even when I was afterwards, on 
due confideration, made fenfible of my condition; 
how I was caft on this dreadful place, out of the 
reach of human kind, out of all hope of relief; 
or profpect of redemption, as foon as I faw but 
a profpect of living, and that I fhould not ftarve 
and perifh for hunger, all the fenfe of my afflic- 
tion wore off, and I began to be very eafy, ap- 
plied myfelf tothe works proper for my preferva- 
tion and fupply, and was far enough from being 
afflicted at my condition, as a judgement from 
heaven, or,the hand of God againft me. Thefe 
were thoughts which very fekdom entered into 
my head. 


THE growing up of the corny as is hinted in 
my journal, had, at firft, fome little influence 
upon me, and began to affect me with ferioufnefs, 
as long. as I thought it nad fomething miracu- 
lous in it; but as foon as evet that part of the - 
thought was removed, all the impreffion, which — 
was raifed from it, wore off alfo, as I have noted 
already. Even the earthquake, though no 

thing, 
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thing could be more terrible in its nature, or 
more immediately directing to the invifible Power 
which alone directs fuch things, yet no fooner 
was the firft fright over, but the impreffion it had 
‘made went off alfo. I had no more fenfe of God, 
or his judgments, much lefs of the prefent 
affiction of my circumftances being from his 
hand, than if I had been in the moft profperous 
condition of life. But now, when TI began to be 
fick, and a leifure view of the miferies of death 
came to place itfelf before me; when my {pirits 
began to fink under'the burden of a ftrong dif- 
temper, and nature was exhaufted with the vio- 
lence of the fever, confcience, that had flept fo 
long, began to awake, and | began to reproach 
myfelf with my paft life, in which I had fo evi- 
dently, by uncommon wickednefs, provoked the 
juftice of God to lay me under uncommon ftrokes, 
and: to deal with me in fo vindictive a manner. 
Thefe refletions oppreffed me for the fecond or 
third day of my diftemper, and in the violence, 
as well of the fever, as of the dreadful reproaches 
of my confcience, extorted fome words from me 
like praying to God, though I cannot fay they 
were cither a prayer attended with defires or with 
hopes ; it was rather the voice of mere fright and 
diftrefs; my thoughts were confufed, the con- 
victions great upon my mind ; and the horror of 
dying, in fuch a miferable condition, raifed va- 
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pours in my head with the mere apprehenfions ; 
and, in thefe hurries of my foul, I knew not what 
my tongue might exprefs, but it was rather ex- 
clamation, fuch as, ‘* Lord, what ‘a miferable 
‘* creatute am I!” If I fhould be fick, I thall, 
** certainly die for want of help, and what will 
*“* become of me?” Then the tears burft out of 
my eyes, aitd I coutd fay no more for a good 
while. In this interval the good advice of my 
father came to my mind, and prefently his pre= 
diction, which I mentioned at the begining of 
this ftory, viz. That if I did take this foolith 
itep, God would not blefs me, and f would have 
leifure hereafter to reflect upon having neglected 
his counfel, when thete might be none to affitt 
in my recovery. ‘* Now,” faid E aloud, « my 
‘© dear father’s words date come to pafs; God’s 
‘* juftice has overtaken me, and I have none to 
‘‘ help or hear me. I rejected the voice of Pro- 
vidence, which had mercifully put me in a 
“* pofture or ftation of life wherein I might have 
*¢ been happy and eafy, but I would neither fee 
*< it myfelf, or learn to know the bleffing of it 
frony my parents. I left them to mourn over 
my folly, and now I am left to mourn under - 
the confequences of it. I refufed their help 
and affiftance who would have lifted me into 
the world, and would have made every thing 
eafy to me, and now I have difficulties to 
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ftriggle with too great for even nature itfelf to 
fupport, and no affiftance, no comfort, no ad- 
be vice.” Then I cried out, “ Lord, be my 
‘< help, for 1 am in great diftrefs.” This was 
the firft prayer, if I may call it fo, that I had 
made for many years; But I return to my jours 
nal. 


be 


June 28 Having been fomewhat refrefhed 
with the fleep I got, and the fit being entirely off, 
{ got up; and though the fright and terror of my 
dream was vety great, yet I confidered, that the 
fit of the ague would return again the next day, 
and now was my time to get fomething to refrefh. 
and fuppott myfelf when I fhould be ill; and the 
firft thing I did, I filled a large fquare cafe bottle 
with water, and fet it upon my table, in reach 
of my bed; and to take off the chill, or aguith 
difpofition of the water, I put about a quarter of 
a pint of rum into it, and mixed them together . 
then I got me a piece of the goat’s flefh, and 
broiled it on the coals, but could eat very little. 
I walked about, but was very weak, and withal 
very fad and heavyshearted in the fenfe of my 
mifetable condition, dreading the return of my 
diftemper the next day. At night [ made my 
fupper of three of the turtle’s eggs, which I 
roafted in the afhes, and eat, as we call it, in the 
fhell: and this was the firft bit of meat 1 had 
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ever afked God’s bleffing to, that, as I could res: 
member, in my whole life. After Thad eaten, f 
tried to walk, but found myfelf fo weak that I 
could hardly carry the gun, (for I never went 
without that) fo I went but a little way, and fat 
down upon the ground, looking out upon the fea, 
which was juft before me, and very calm and 
fmooth. As I fat here, fome fuch thoughts as 
thefe occurred to me: What is this earth and fea, 
of which I have feen fo much? Whence 1s it 
produced? And what am I, and all the other 
creatures, wild and tame, human and brutal? 
Whence are we? Surely; we are all made by 
fome facred power, who formed the earth, the 
fea, the air, and fky. And whois that? Then 
it followed moft naturally, it is God that has 
made itall. Well, but then it came on ftrangely, 
if God has made. all thefe things, he guides:and 
eoverns them all, and all things that concern 
them; for the power, that could make all things, 
muft certainly have power to direct them. If 
fo, nothing can happen in the great circuit of his 
works, either without his knowledge or appoint- 


ment. 


Anp if nothing happens without his know- 
ledge, he knows that I am here, and am in this 
dreadful condition: and if nothing happens. 
without his appointment, he has appointed all 

this 
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this to befal me. Nothing occurred to my 
thought to contradié any of thefe conclufions, 
an@ therefore it refted upon me with the greatett 
force, that it muft needs be, that God had ap- 
pointed all this to befal me; that I was brought 
to this miferable circumftance by. his direction, 
he having the fole power, not of me only, but of 
every thing that happened in the world. Imme- 
diately it followed, ** why has God done this to 
“* me? what haveI done to be thus ufed ?” My 
confcience prefently checked me in that enquiry, 
as if I had blafphemed; and methought it {poke 
to me like a voice, ** WRETCH! do thou afk 
“what thou haft done? Look back upon a 
*< dreadful mifpent life, and afk thyfelf, what 
** thou haft not done? Why is it that thou wert 
*¢ not long ago deftroyed? Why wert thou not 
“drowned in Yarmouth Roads? Killed in 
*‘ the fight when the fhip was taken by 
** the Sallee man of war? Devoured by the 
*¢ wild beafts on the coaft of Africa? Or drown- 
“ ed HERE, when all the crew perifhed but 
“ thyfeif? Doft thou afk, what have I done >?” 
Twas ftruck dumb with thefe refle€tions, as one 
aftonifhed, and had not a word to fay ; no, not to 
anfwer for myfelf: but rifing up penfive and fad, 
walked back to my retreat, and went over my 
wall, as if I had been going to bed, but my 
thoughts were fadly difturbed, and J] had no in. 
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clination to fleep; fo I fat down in my chair, and 
lighted my lamp, for it began to be dark. Now 
as the apprehenfion of the return of my diftem- 
per terrified me very much, it occurred to my 
thought, that the Brazilians take no phyfic but 
their tobacco, for almoft all diftempers; and I 
had a piece of a roll of tobacco in, one of the 
chefts,; which was quite cured, and fome alfo that 
was green and not quite cured. 


I went direéted by heaven no doubt; for in 
this cheft I found a cure both for foul and body, 
I opened the cheft, and found. what I leoked for, 
wiz, the tobacco; and as the few books I had 
faved, lay there too, I took out one of the bibles 
which I mentioned before, and which to this time 
Thad not found leifure, or fo much as inclination 
to look into; I fay, I took it out, and brought 
both that and the tobacco with me to the table, 
What ufe to make of the tobacco, I knew not, 
as to my diftemper, or whether it was good for 
me or not; but I tried feveral experiments with 
it, as if I was refolved it fhould hit one way or 
other; I firft took a piece of a leaf, and chewed 
it in my mouth, which indeed almoft ftupified 
my brain, the tobacco being green and ftrong, 
and that I had not been ufed to it; then I took 
fome and fteeped it an hour or two in fome rum, 
and refolved to take a dofe of it when I lay down 5 

| and 
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and laftly, I burnt fome upon a pan of coals, and 
held my nofe clofe over the fmoke of it as long 
as I could bear it. Inthe interval of this ope- 
ration I took up the bible and began to read, but 
my head was too much difturbed with the to- 
bacco to bear reading, at leaft that time; only 
having opened the book cafually, the firft words 
that occurred to me were thefe, “* Call on me in 
** the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and 
** thou fhalt glorify me.” The words were very 
apt to my cafe, and made fome impreffion upon 
my thoughts at the time of reading them, though 
not fo much as they did afterwards ; for, as be- 
ing delivered, the word had no found, asI may 
fay, tome; the thing was fo remote, fo impoffi- 
ble in my apprehenfion of things, that IT began 


to fay as the children of Ifrael did, when they were 
promifed flefh to eat, ‘¢ Can God fpread a table in 


«« the wildernefs ;” fo began to fay, can God 
himfelf deliver me from this place; and as it was 
not for many years that any hopes appeared, this 
prevailed very often upon my thoughts; but, 
however, the words made a great impreffion upon 
me, and I mufed upon them very often. Ie grew 
now late, and the tabacco had, as] faid, dozed 
my head fo much, that I inclined to fleep; fol 
left my lamp burning in the cave, left I fhould 
want any thing in the night, and went to bed; 
but before J laid down, I did what I never had 

LL 4 done 
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done -in all my life, I kneeled down and prayed 
to God to fulfil the promife to me, “* that afb 
© called upon, him in the day of trouble he 
‘© would deliver. me;” after ray broken and.im- 
perfect prayer was over, Idrank the rum in which 
L had fteeped the tobacco, which was fo ftrong 
and rank of the tobacco, that. indeed I. could 
fearce getit down; immediately upon this I went 
to bed; I found prefently it flew up in my head 
violently, but I fell into a found fleep, and, waked 
no more till by the fun it muft neceflarily be near 
three o’clock in the afternoon the next day;nay, 
to this hour, Iam partly of opinion, that.Iflept 
all the next dayand night, and till almoft three that 
day after; for otherwife I know not how I fhould 
lofe a day out, of my reckoning in the days of 
the week, as it appeared fome years after I had 
done; forif I had loft it by croffing and re-cro{- 
fing the line, I fhould have loft. more than one 
day ; but certainly 1 loft a day in my account, 
and never knew which way. | Be that, however, 
one way or the other, when I awaked I found my- 
felf exceedingly refrefhed, and my fpirits lively 
and chearful ; when I got up I was ftronger than 
I was the day before, and my ftomach better, 
for 1 was hungry ; and in fhort, 1 had no fit the 
next day, but continued much altered for the bet~ 
tet: This was the 2gth. 


THE 
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Tue 30th was my well day of courfe, and Lavent 
abroad with my. gun, but did not care to travel 
too far; I killed a fea fowl or two, fomething 
itke a brand goofe, and brought them homey but 
was not very forward to eat them; fo L eatcfome 
more of my turtle’s egos, which were very good. 
This evening I renewed the medicine, which] 
had fuppofed did me: good the’ day before; wit, 
the tobacco fteeped in rum, only I did not take 
fo much as before, nor did I chew any of the leaf, 
or hold my head over the fmoke; however'l waé 
not fo well the next day, which wa$ the tft of 
July, as I hoped I fhould have been, for I had 
a little {pice of the cold fit, but it wasnot much. 


Juny 2. I renewed the medicine all the three 
ways, and .dozed myfeif with it as at firft, ‘and 
doubled the quantity which I drank. 


Jury 3. I miffed the fit for good and all, though 
1 did not recover my full ftreneth for fome weeks 
after: while I was thus gathering ftrength: my 
thoughts ran exceedingly upon this {cripture, « I 
** will deliver thee,” and the impoffibility' of my 
deliverance lay much upon my mind in bar of 
my ever expecting it; but as I was.difcouraging 
myfelf with fuch thoughts, it occurred to my mind, 
thatI pored fomuch upon my deliverance from the 
main affliction, that I difregarded the deliverance 

I had 
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I had received; and I was, as it were, made to 
afk myfelf fuch queftions as thefe, viz. ‘* Have 
‘© J not been delivered, and wonderfully too, 
“* from ficknefs, from the moft diftreffed condi- 
© tion that could be, and that was fo frightful to 
‘© me; and what notice had I taken of it? 4dad 
«© I done my part, God had delivered me, but L. 
«« had not glorified him; that is to fay, I had not 
“© owned and been thankful for that as a deliver- 
* ance, and how could I expect a greater deli- 
‘© yverance?” This touched my heart very much, 
and immediately I kneeled down and gave God 
thanks. aloud for my recovery frem my ficknefs. 


Juty 4. Inthe morning I took the bible, and 
beginning at the new teftament, I began ferioutly 
to read it, and impofed upon myfelf to read a 
while every morning and every night, not tying 
myfelf to the number of chapters, but as long as 
my thoughts fhould, engage me’: It was. not long 
after I fet ferioufly to this work, but I found my 
heart more deeply and fincerely affected with the 
wickednefs of. my paft life. The impreffion of 
the dream revived, and the words, ‘ all thete 
© things have not brought thee to! repentance,” 
ran. ferioufly in my thoughts: I. was earneftly 
begging of God to give me repentance, when it 
happened providentially the very-next day that 
reading the fcriprure, 1 camte to thefe words, 
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‘© Efe is exalted a prince and a faviour, to 
‘* give repentance, and to give remiffion.” 
I threw down the book, and with my heart as well 
as my hands lifted to heaven, in a kind of ex- 
tacy of joy, I cried out aloud, « Jefus, thou fon 
** of David, Jefus thou exalted prince and faviour, 
‘* give me repentance!” This was the firft time 
that I could fay, in the true fenfe of the words, 
that I prayed in all my life; for now I prayed 
with a fenfe of mv condition, and with a true 
{cripture view of hope, founded on the encou- 
ragement of the word of God; and from this 
time, I may fay, I began to have hope that God 
would hear me, 


_ Now I began to conftrue the words mention- 
ed above, * Callonme, andI will deliver you,” 
in a different fenfe from what Ihad ever done: be- 
fore ; for then I had no notion of any thing be- 
ing called deliverance, but my being delivered 
from the captivity I was in; for though I.was 
indeed at large in the place, yet the ifland 
was certainly a prifon to me, and that in the 
worft fenfe inthe world ; but now I learned to 
take it in another fenfe : Now I looked back up- 
on my paft life with fuch horror, and my fins 
appeared fo dreadful, that my foul fought no; 
thing of God, but deliverance from the load of 


guilt that bore down all my comfort; as for my 
foli- 


50) ADVENTURES OF 


folitary life, it was nothing,’ I did not fo muchas 
pray to be delivered from it, or think of it; it 
was all of no confideration in comparifon to this : 
And Ladd this part here, to hint to whoever fhall 
read it, that whenever they come to a true: fenfe 
of things, they will find deliverance from fin, a 
much greater blefing, than deliverance from af- 
fliGion. But leaving this part, [return to my 
journal. | ‘Yk 


“My condition began now, to be muchveafier to 
iny mind ; and my thoughts being directed, by a 
conftant reading the feripture,. and ‘praying to 
God, to things of a higher nature, ‘1 had a great 
deal of comfort within, which till now, I knew 
nothing of ; alfo, as my health and ftrength re- 
turned, I beftirred myfelf to furnifh myfelf-with 
every thing that L wanted, and make “my way 
of living as regular as I could. 


From the athof July to the 14th, I was chiefly 
employed in walking about with my gun im my 
hand) alittle and a little at'a time,’ as a man that 
was gathering up his ftreneth after a fit of fick- 
nefs : for it is hardly to be imagined how low I 
was, and to what weaknefs I was reduced. The 
application which I made ufe of was perfectly 
new, and perhaps what had never cured an ague 
before, neither can I recommend it to any one to 


practile, 
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prattife, by this experiment. and though it did 
carry off the fit, yet it rather contributed to weak- 
ening me; for I had frequent convulfions in my 
nerves and limbs for fome timie. "I learned from 
it alfo this in particular, that being-abroad in the 
rainy feafon was the moft pernicious thing to my 
health that could be, efpecially in thofe tains 
which came attended with ftorms and hurricanes 
of wind; for as the rain which came in the dry 
feafon was moft always accompanied with fuch 
{torms, fo I found that this rain was much more 
dangerous than the rain which fell in September 
and October.. I had now been in this unhappy 
ifland above ten months, all poffibility of deliver- 
ance from this condition, feeming to be entirely 
taken from me; and I firmly believed, that no 
human fhape had ever fet foot upon that place. 
Having now fecured my habitation, as I thought, 
fully to my mind, Ihada great defire to make a 
more perfect difcovery of the ifland, and to fee 
what other productions [ might find, which yet 
Knew nothing of, 


[r was the rth of July that I began to take a 
more particular furvey of the ifland itfelf: .] 
went up the creek firtt, where, as I hinted, I 
brought my rafts on fhore; I found after I came 

¢ 


about two miles.up that the tide did not flow any 


higher, and that it was'no more than a little brook 
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of running water, very frefh and good ; but this 
being the dry feafon, there was hardly any water 
in fome parts of it, at leaft not any ftream: On 
the banks of this brook I found many pleafant 
favanahs, or meadows, plain, {mooth, and covered 
with grafs 5 and on the rifing parts of them next 
to the higher grounds, where the water, as it 
might be fuppofed, never overflowed, I found 
tobacco (though wild) green, and growing to a 
great and very ftrong {talk 3 and there were di- 
vers other plants which I had no knowledge of 
notion of, I fearched for the caflava root; which 
the Indians in that climate make their bread of, 
but I could find none. I faw large plants of 
aloes, but did not underftand them. I faw feve- 
ral fugar canes, but wild, and for want of ‘culti- 
vation, imperfe&. I contented myfelf with thefe 
difcoveries for this time; and came back mufing 
with myfelf, what courte I might take to know 
the virtue and goodnefs of aiy of the fruits or 
plants which I fhould difcover; but could bring 
‘+ to no concliifion; for in fhort, I had made fo 
Vittle obfervation while I was in the Brafils, that 
{ knew little of the plants in the field, at leaft 
very little that might ferve me any purpofe now 
tn my dittrefs. 
Tre next day, the 16th, I went up the fame 
way again, and after going fomething farther 
7 than, 
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than I had gone the day before, I found the brook 
and the favanalis began to ceafe, and the country 
became more woody than before: In this part 
{found different fruits, and particularly I found 
melons upon the ground in great abundance, and 
Brapes upon the trees; the vities had {pread in- 
deed over the trees; and the clufters of erapes 
were juft now-in their prime, very ripe and rich. 
This was a furprizing difcovery, and I was ex- 
teedingly glad of them; but'l was warned by my 
experience to eat fparingly of them, remember- 
ing that when I was afhore in Barbary, the eating 
of grapes Killed feveral of our Englithmen, who 
were flaves there, by throwing them into fluxes 
and fevers: but I found an excellent ufe for thefe 
grapes, and that was to cure or dry them in the 
fun, and keep them as dried erapes or raifins are 
kept, which I thought would be, as indeed they 
Were, as wholefome as agreeable to eat, when no 
Brapes might beto be had. I {pent all that even- 
ing thete, and went back to my habitation, which 
by the way was the firtt night, as I might fay I 
had lain from home. In the night Itook my firft 
contrivance, and got up into a tree, where I flept 
well, and the next morning proceeding upon my 
difcovery, travelling near four miles, Imightjudge 
by the lengthof the valley, keeping ftill due north, 
with a ridge of hills on the fouth and north fides 
of me. Atthe end of this march I came to an 

open- 
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opening, where the country feemed to defcend to 
the weft, and a. little fpring of frefh water which 
‘(ued out of the fide of the hill by me, ran the 
other way, that 1s due eaft; and the country appeared 
(6 frefh, fo green, fo flourifhing, every thing being 
‘na conftant verdure, or flourif of fpring, that it 
jooked like a planted garden. 1 defcended a little 
on the fide of that delicious vale, furveying it with 
a fecret’ kind of pleafure (tho’ mix’d with my other 
afflicting thoughts) to think that this was all my 
own, that I was king and lord of all this country 
indefeafibly, and had a right of poffeffion ; and if I 
could’ convey it, I might have it in inheritance as 
completely as any lord of amanor in England. Taw 
here abundance of cocoa trees, orange and lemon, 
and citron trees, but all wild, and very few bearing 
any fruit, at leaft not then. However, the green 
jimes that I gathered were not only pleafant to eat, 
but very wholefome; and I mixed their juice after- 
wards with water, which made it very wholfome, 
and very cool and refrefhing. I found now I had 
bufinefs enough to gather and carry home, and I 
refolv’d to lay up a ftore, as well of grapes as limes 
and lemons, to furnifh myfelf for the wet featon, 
which 1 knew was approaching. Inorder to which 
I gathered a great heap of grapes in one place, and - 
a jeffer heap in another place, and’a great parcel of 
Jimes and melons in another place; and taking a 
few of each with me I travelled homeward, and re- 
folved 
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folved to come again, and bring a bag or fack, or 
what I could make to carry the reft home. Ac- 
cordingly, having fpent three days in this journey, 
I came home, fo I muft now call my tent and my 
cave, but before I got thither the grapes were {poiled, 
the richnefs of the fruits and the weight of the Juice 
having broken them and bruifed them, they were 
good for little or nothing; as to the limes, they were 
good, but I could bring but a few, 

The next day, being the 1gth, I went back, hav- 
ing made me two finall bags to bring home my har- 
veit; but I was furprized when coming to my heap 
of grapes,which were fo rich and fine when] gathered 

~them, I found them all {pread about, trod to pieces, 
and drage’d about, fome here, fome there, and abun- 
dance eaten and devoured : By this I concluded their 
were fome wild creatures thereabouts which had 
done this, but what they were I knew not. How- 
ever, as I found there was no laying them up on 
heaps, and no carrying them away in a fack, but 
that one way they would be deftroyed, and the 
other way they would be crufhed with their own 
weight, I took another courfe, for I gathered a 
large quantity of the grapes and hung them upon 
the out branches of the trees, that they might cure 
and dry in the fun ; and as for the limes, and lemons, 
I carried as many back as I could well ftand under. 


M WHEN 
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WueEn ] came home from this journey, I contem- 
plated with great pleafure the fruitfulnefs of that 
valley, and the pleafantnefs of, the fituation, the 
fecurity from ftorms on that fide, the water, and the 
wood, and concluded that I had pitched upon a place 
to fix my abode, which was by far the worft part of 
the country. Upon the whole, I began to confider of 
removing my habitation, and to look out for a 
place equally fafe as where I was now fituate, if 
pofible, in that pleafant fruitful part of the ifland. 


Tris thought ran long in my head, and I was 
exceeding fond of it for fome time, the pleafantnefs 
of the place tempting me; but when I came to a 

earer view of it, and to confider that I was now by 
the fea fide, where it was at leaft poffible that fome- 
thing might happen to my advantage, and by the 
fame ill fate that brought me hither, might bring 
fome other unhappy wretches to the fame place; 
and tho’ it was fearce probable that any fuch thing 
{hould ever happen, yet to enclofe myfelf among 
the hills and woods in the center of the ifland, was 
to anticipate my bondage, and to render fuch an 
affair not only improbable but impoffible, and that 
therefore I ought not by any means to remove. 
However I was fo enamoured of this place that I 
{pent much of my time there for the whole remain- 
ing part of the month of July; and tho’ upon 
fecond thoughts I refolved as above, not to remove, 


yet 
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yet I built mea little kind of a bower, and furroun- 
ded it ata diftance with aftrong fence, being a double 
hedge, as highas Icould reach, well ftak’d and filled 
between with brufh-wood; and here I lay very fecure, 
fometimes two or three nights together, always 
going over it with a ladder as before ; fo that I fancy’d 
now I had my country-houfe and my fea-coaft-houfe: 
And this work took me up to the beginning of 
Augutt: 


I wap but newly finifh’d my fence, and began to 
enjoy my labour, but the rains came on, and made 
me ftick clofe to my firft habitation; for tho’ I had 
made me atent like the other, with a piece of a fail, 
and {pread it very well, yet I had not the fhelter of 
a hill to. keep me from ftorms, nor a cave behind 
me to retreat into, when the rains were extraor- 
‘dinary. 


Axour the beginning of Auguft, as I faid, Ihad 
finifh’d rhy bower, and began to enjoy myfelf. 
The 3d of Auguft I found the grapes I had hung up, 
were perfectly dry’d, and were indeéd excellent good 
raifins of the fun ; fo began to take them down 
from the trees, and it was very happy that I did 
fo; for the rains which followed would have fpoiled 
them, and I had loft the beft part of my winter 
food ; for I had above two hundred large bunches 
of them: No fooner had I taken them all down, 
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and carryed moft of them home to my cave, but 
it began to rain, and from hence, which was the 
fourteenth of Auguft, itrain’d more or lefs, every 
day, till the middle of October ; and fometimes 
fo: violently, that I could not ftir out of my cave 
for feveral days. 


In this feafon I was much furpriz’d with the in- 
creafe of my family; I had been concern’d for the lofs 
of one of my cats, who ran away from me, or, as } 
thought, had been dead, andI heard no more tid- 
ings of her, till to my aftonifhment fhe came home 
about the end of Auguft, with three Kittens ; this 
was the more ftrange to me becaufe tho’ I had kill’d 
a wild cat, asI call’d it with my gun, yet I thought 
it was a quite different kind from our European 
cats, yet the young cats were the fame kind of houte 
breed like the old one; and both of my cats being 
females, I thought it very ftrange: but from thefe 
three cats, I afterwards.came to be fo pefter’d with 
cats that I was forced to kill them like vermine, or 
wild beafts, and to drive them from my houfe as 
much as poftible. 


From the 14th of Auguft to the 26th, inceffant 
rain, fo that I could not ftir, and was now very 
careful not to be much wet. In this confinement 
I began to be ftraitened for food, but venturing out 
twice, 1 one day kill’d a goat, and the laft day, 
which was the twenty fixth, found a very large 

tortolfe, 
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tortoife, which was a treat to me, and my food was 
regulated thus; I eat a bunch of raifins for my 
breakfaft, a piece of the goats flefh, or of the turtle 
for my dinner, broil’d ; (for to my great misfortune, 
I had no veffel to boil or ftew any thing :) and two 
or three of the turtle’s eggs for my fupper. 


Durine this confinement in my cover by the 
rain, L work’d daily two or three hours at enlarging 
my cave, and by degrees work’d it on towards one 
fide, tillI came to the out-fide of the hill, and made a 
door or way out which came beyond my fence or 
wall, and fo I came inand out this way ; but I was 
not perfectly eafy at lying fo open; for as I had 
managed myfelf before, I was in a perfect enclofure, 

whereas now I thought I lay expos’d, and open for 

any thing to come in upon me; andyetI could 
not perceive that there was any living thing to fear, 
the biggeft creature that I had yet feen upon the 
ifland being a goat, 


SEPTEMBER 30, I was now come to the unhappy 
anniverfary of my landing. I caft up the notches 
onmy poft, and found I had beenon fhore three 
hundred and fixty-five days. I kept this day as 
a folemn. faft, fetting it apart for religious exercife, 
proftrating myfelf on the ground with the moft 
ferious humiliation, confeffing my fins to God, 
acknowledging his righteous judgments upon me, 
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and praying to him to have mercy on me thro? 
Jefus Chrift; and haying not tafted the leaft re- 
frefhment for twelve hours, even till the going 
down of the fun, I then ate a bifcuit and a bunch 
of grapes, and went to bed, finifhing the day as | 
began it. Ihad all this time obferved no fabbath 
day ; for as at firftI had no fenfe of religion upon 
my mind, I had after fome time omitted to dif- 
tinguifh the weeks, by making a longer notch than 
ordinary for the fabbath-day, andfo did not mind 
what any of the days were; but now having caft up 
the days, as above, I found I had been there a year ; 
fo I divided it into weeks, and fet apart every 
feventh day fora fabbath; tho’ I found at the end 
ofmy account I had loft a day or two in my rec- 
koning. A little after this,Imy ink beginning to fail 
me, I contented myfelf to ufe it more fparingly, and 
to write down only the moft remarkable events of 
my life, without continuing a daily memorandum 
of the other things. | 


Tue rainy feafon and the dry feafon began now 
to appear regular to me, and I learned to divide 
them fo as to provide for them accordingly; but 
I bought all my experience before I had it, and this 
i.am going to relate was one of the moft difcourag- 
ing experiments that I made atall: I have mentioned 
that] had faved the few ears of barley and rice, 
which 1 had fo furprizingly found fprung up, as 
I thought, of themfelves, and I believe there were 
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about thirty ftalks of rice, and about twenty of 
barley ; and now I thought it a proper time to fow 
it after the rains, the fun being in it’s fouthern pofi- 
tion going from me. 


AccorpincLy [dug a piece of ground as well 
as I could with my wooden fpade, and dividing it 
into two parts, I fow’d my grain; but as I was fowing, 
it cafually occur’d to my thoughts, that I fhould not 
fow it all at firft, becaufe I did not know when 
was the proper time for its. fo I fow’d about two 
thirds of the feed, leaving about a handful of each. 
And ’twas a great comfort to me afterwards, that 
I did fo, for none of that I fow’d this time came 
to any thing: for the dry months following, the 
earth having had no rain after the feed was fown, 
it had no moifture to affift its growth, and never 
came up at all, till the wet feafon had come again, 
and then it grew as if it had been but newly fown. 
Finding my firft feed did not grow, which I eafily 
imagin’d was by the drought, I fought for a moif- 
ter piece of ground to make another trial in, and 
I dug up a piece of ground near my new bower, 
and fow’d the reft of my feed in February, a little 
before the vernal equinox; and this having the 
rainy months of March andApril to water it, fprung 
up very pleafanily, and yielded avery good crop; 
but having part of the feed left only, and not dar- 
ing to fow all that Lhad, I had but a fmall quan- 
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tity at laft, my whole crop not amounting to above 
half a peck of each kind. But by this experiment 
I was made matter of my bufinefs, and knew exatt- 
ly when the proper feafon was, to fow ; and that I 
might expect two feed times, and two haryefts every 

year, as is ufual in that climate. | 
WuiLE this corn was growing, I madea little 
difcovery, which was of ufeto me afterwards; as 
foon as the rains were over, and the weather be- 
gan to fettle, which was about the month of No- 
vember, I made a vifit up the country to my bow- 
er, where though I had not been fome months, yet 
I found all things juft as I leftthem, ‘The circle 
or double hedge that I had made, was not only 
firm and entire; but the ftakes which I had cut — 
out of fome trees that grew thereabouts, were all 
— fhot out and grown with long branches, as much 
as a willow-tree ufually fhoots the firft year, but I 
could not tell what tree to call it that thefe ftakes 
were cut from. I was furpriz’d, and yet very well 
pleas’d, to fee the young trees grow, and I prun’d 
them and led them up to grow as much alikeas I 
could; and it is fcarce crecible how beautiful a 
figure they grew into in three years; fo that though 
the hedge made a circle of about twenty-five yards 
in diameter, yet the trees, for fuch might I now 
call them, foon covered it, and it wasa compleat 
fhade, fufficient to lodge under all the dry feafon. 
This 
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‘This made me refolve to cut fome more ftakes, and 
and make me a hedge like this, in a femicircle 
round my wall; Imean that of my firft dwelling, 
which I did; and placing the ftakes in a double 
row, at about eight yards diftance from my fence, 
they grew prefently, and were at firft a fine cover 
to my habitation, and afterward ferv’d for a defence 
alfo, as I fhall obferve in its order. 


I rounp now that the feafons of the year might 
generally be divided, not into fummer and winter, 
as in Europe; but into the rainy feafons and the 
dry feafons, which were generally thus: 


From the middle of Fabruary to the middle of 
April, rainy, the fun being then in, or near the 
equinox. From the middle of April till the middle 
of Auguft dry, the fun being then north of the line. 
From the middle of Auguft till the middle of Oc- 
tober rainy, the fun being then come back to the 
line. Fromthe middle of Oétober till the middle 
of February dry, the fun being then to the fouth. 
of the line, 


THE rainy feafons held fometimes longer and fome- 
times fhorter, as the winds happened to blow; but 
this was the general obfervation I made: After I 
had found by experience, the ill confequence of being 
abroad in the rain, 1 took care to furnifh mytfelf 

with 
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with provifions beforehand, that I might not be 
obliged to go out ; and I fat within doors as much as 


_ poffible during the wet months. This time I found 


much employment, (and very fuitable alfo to the 
time) for I found great occafion of many things 
which I had no way to furnifh myfelf with but by 
hard labour and conftant application; particularly 
Itry’d many ways to make myfelf a bafket, but 
all the twigs I could get for the purpofe prov’d fo 
brittle, that they would do néthing. It provw’d 
of excellent advantage to me now, that when lI 
was a boy,! ufed to take great delight in ftanding at 
a bafket-maker’s in the town where my father liv’d, 
to fee them make their wicker-ware ; ahd being 
as boys ufually are,very officious to help, and a great 
obferver of the manner how they. work’d thofe 
things, and fometimes lending a hand, I had by 


this means fuli knowledge of the methods of it, 


that l wanted nothing but the materials ; when it 
came into my mind, that the twigs of that tree 
from whence I cut my ftakes that grew, might. 
poflibly be as tough as the fallows and ofiers in 
England, and I refolv’d to try. Accordingly the 
next day I went to my country-houfe, as I call’d 
it, and cutting fome of the fmaller twigs I found 
them to my purpofe as much as I could defire; 
whereupon I came the next time prepar’d with a 
hatchet to cut down a quantity, which I foon 
found, for there was great plenty ofthem : thefe I 

fet 
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fet upto dry within my circle or hedge, and when 
they were fit for ufe, I carry’d them to my cave, 


and here during the wet feafon, I employ’d myfelf 


in making as well as I could feveral bafkets, both 
to-carry earth, or to carry or lay up any thing as I 
had occafion; and tho’ I did not finifh them very 
handfomely, yet I made them fufficiently fervice- 
able for my purpofe; and thus afterwards I took 
care never to be without them; and as my wicker- 
ware decay’d, 1 made more, efpecially I made 
{trong deep bafkets to place my corn in, inftead of 
facks,when I fhould come to haveany quantity of it. 


Havine mafter’d this difficulty, and employed 
a world of time about it, I beftirr’d myfelf to fee 
if poflible how to fupply two wants: I had no vef- 
fel to hold any thing that was liquid except two 
runlets which were almoft full of rum, and fome 
elafs bottles, fome of the common fize, and others 
which were cafe bottles, fquare, for the holding 
of waters, fpirits, &c. I had not fo much as a pot to 
boil any thing, except a great kettle, which I faved 
out of the fhip, and which was too big for fuch 
ufe as I chiefly defir’d it, (viz.) to make broth 
and ftew a bit of meat by itfelf. The fecond thing 
I would fain have had, wasatobacco-pipe ; but it 
was impoffible for me to make one, however, I 
found a contrivance for that too at laft. I em- 
ploy’d myfelf in planting my fecond rows of {takes 
f or 
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or piles, and in this wicker working all the fummer 
or dry feafon, when another bufinefs took me up 
more time than it could be imagin’d I could 
{pare. | 


I mention’p before, that I had’a great mind 
to fee the whole ifland, and that I had travell’d up 
the brook, and fo on to where I had built my 
bower, and where I had an opening quite to the 
fea_on the other fide of the ifland; I now refolv’d 
to travel quite crofs tothe fea fhore on that fide ; 
{o taking my gun, a hatchet and my dog, and a 
larger quantity of powder and fhot than ufual, with 
two bifcuit cakes, and a great bunch of raifins in my 
pouch for my ftore, 1 began my journey ; when 
[ had pafs’d the vale where my bower ftood as 
above, I came within view of the fea, to the welt, 
and it being a very clear day, I fairly defery’d land 
whether an ifland or continent, I could not tell ; 
but it lay very high, extending from the weit, to 
the W. S. W. at avery great diftance; by my 
guefs it could not be lefs than 15 or 20 leagues 
off. 


I coutp not tell what part of the world this 
might be, otherwile then that I knew it muft be 
part of America, and as I concluded by all my 
obfervations, muft be near the Spanifh dominions, 
and perhaps was all inhabited by favages, where 


af 
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if I fhould have landed, I had been in a worfe 
condition than 1 was now; and therefore I ac- 
quiefced in the difpofitions of Providence, which I 
began now to own, and to believe, ordered: every 
thing for the beft; I fay, I quieted my mind with 
this, and left afflicting myfelf with fruitlefs wifhes 
of being there. 


Brsipes, after fome paufe upon this affair, I 
confider’d, that if this land was the Spanitfh coaft, 
I fhould certainly, one time or other, fee 
fome veffels pafs or repafs one way or other ; but 
if not, then it was the favage coaft between the 
Spanifh country and the Brafils, which are indeed 
the worft of favages; for they are cannibals, and 
fail not to murder and devour all the human 
bodies that fall into their hands. 


Wir thefe confiderations walking very let- 
furely forward, I found the fide of the ifland where 
I now was, much pleafanter than mine, the open 
or Savannah fields fweat, adorned with flowers and 
grafts, and full of very fine woods. I faw abund- 
ance of parrots, and fain Ll would have caught 
one, if poffible, to have kept it to be tame, and 
taught it to fpeak to me. I did, after fome 
pains taking, catch a young parrot, for I knock’d 
it down with a ftick, and having recover’d it, 


I brought it home, but it was fome years before 
I could 
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I could make him fpeak 7 However, at laft ¥ 
taught him to call me by my name very fami- 
liarly. But the accident that foHlow’d, tho’ it 
be a trifle, will be very diverting in its places 


I was exceedingly diverted with this journey : 
I found in the low grounds hares, as I thought them 
to be, and foxes, but they differ’d oreatly from 
all the other kinds I had met with; nor could 
I fatisfy myfelf to eat them, tho’ I kill’d feveral. 
But. I had no need to be venturous; for Thad 
no want of food, and of that which was very 
good too, efpecially thefe three forts, viz. goats, 
pigeons, and turtle or tortoife ; which added to 
my grapes, Leaden-hall market could not have 
furnifh’d a table better than I, in proportion to 
the company; and tho’ my cafe was deplorable 


enough, yet I had great caufe for thankfulnefs, 


and that I was not driven to any extremities for 
food; but rather plently, even to dainties. 


I wever traveled in this journey above two 
miles outright in a day, or thereabout ; but I 
took fo many turns and returns, to fee what dif- 
coveries I could make, that I came weary enough 
to the place where I refolv’d to fit down for all 
night; and then I either repos’d miyfelf in a tree; 
or furrounded myfelf with a row of ftakes fet 


upright in the ground, either from one ‘tree ta 
4 another, 
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another, or fo as no wild creature could come at 
me, without waking me. 


As foon as I came to the fea-fhore, I was fur- 
priz’d to fee that I had taken up my lot on the 
worlt fide of the ifland; for here indeed the fhore 
was cover’d with innumerable turtles, whereas on 
the other fide I had found but three in a year anda 
half. Here was alfo an infinite number of fowls, 
of many kinds, fome which I had feen, and fome 
which I had not feen before, and many of them 
very good meat: but fuch as I knew not the names 
of, except thofe call’d Penguines. 


I coutp have fhot as many-as I pleas’d, but was 
very {paring of my powder and fhot: and therefore 
had more mind te kill a fhe goat, if 1 could, which 
J could better feed on; and tho’ there were many 
goats here, more than on my fide the ifland, yet 
it was with much more difficulty that I could come 
near them, the country being flat and even, and they 
{aw me much fooner than when I was on the hill. 


I conress this fide of the country was much plea- 
fanter than mine, but yet I had not the leaft inclina- 
tion to remove, for as I was fix’din my habitation, 
it became natural to me, and I feem’d all the while 
I was here, to be as it were upon a journey, and from 
home: However, I traveled alone the thore of the 

fea, 
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fea, towards the eaft, I fuppofe about twelve miles, 
and then fetting up a great pole upon the fhore for 
a mark, I concluded I would go: home again; and 
and that the next journey I took fhould be on the 
other fide of the ifland, Eaft from my dwelling; 
and fo round till came to my poft again : of which 
in its place. 


I roox another way to come back than that 1 
went, thinking I could eafily keep all the ifland 
fo much in my view, that I could not mifs finding 
my firtt dwelling by viewing the country; but i3 
found myfelf miftaken; for being come about two 
or three miles, I found myself defcended into a 
very large valley; but fo furrounded with hills, 
and thofe hills coverd with wood, that I could not 
fee which was my way by any direction but that of 
the fun, nor even then, unlefs I knew very well 
the pofition of the fun at that time of the day. 
And it happen’d to my farther misfortune, that 
the weather prov’d hazy for three or four days, 
while I was in this valley; and not being able to 
{ee the fun, I wandered about very uncomfort- 
ably, andat laft was oblig’d to find out the fea-fide; 
look for my poft, and come back the fame way I 
went ; and then by eafy journies I turn’d homeward, 
the weather being exceeding hot, and my gun, 
ammunition, hatchet, and other things very heavy. 


In 
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In this journey my dog furpriz’d a young kid, 
and {feiz’d upon it, and I running in to take hold 
of it, caught it and fav’d it alive from the dog: I 
had a great mind to bring it-home if I could; for 
I had often been mufing, whether it might not 
be poffible to get a kid or two, and fo raife a breed 
of tame goats, which might fupply me when my 
powder and fhot fhould be all fpent. So I madea 
collar for this little creature,.and with a ftring which 
I had made of fome rope yarn, which I always 
carried about me, I led him along, tho’ with fome 
difficulty, till I came to my bower, and there I 
enclos’d him, and left him; for I was very impa- 
tient to be at home, from whence I had been ab- 
fent above a month. 


I cannot exprefs what a fatisfaction it was to 
me, to come into my old hutch, and lie down in 
my hammock-bed: This little wandering journey, 
without a fettled place of abode, had been fo un- 
pleafant to me, that my own houfe, as I call’d it to 
myfelf, was a perfect fettlement to me, compar'd 
to that; and it-renderd every thing about me fo 
comfortable, that I refolv’d I would never go a 
great way from it again, while it fhould be my lot 
to ftay on the ifland. 


I rEpos’p myfelf here a week to reft and regale 
mylfelf after my long journey; during which, moft 
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of the time was taken up in the weighty affair of 
making a cage for my poll, who began now to 
be a mere domeftic, and to be mighty well ac- 
quainted with me. I began alfo to think of the 
poor kid, which I had penned in within my little 
circle, and refolv’d to go and fetch it home, or 
give it fome food; accordingly I went, and found 
it where I left it, for indeed it could not get out, 
but was almoft ftarv’d for want of food: I went 
and cut boughs of trees, and branches of fuch 
fhrubs as I could find, and threw over to it, and 
having fed it, I ty’d it as I did before, to lead it 
away; but it was fo tame with being hungry, that I 
had no need to have ty’dit; for it followd me like 
a dog; and as I continually fed it, the creature 
became fo loving, fo gentle, and fo fond, that it 
was from that time one of my domefticks alfo, 
and would never leave me afterwards. 


Tue rainy feafon of the autumnal equinox was 
now come, and I kept the 3oth of Sept. in the 
fame folemn manner as before, being the an- 
niverfary of my landing on the ifland, having 
now been there two years, and no more profpect 
of being deliver’d than the firft day I came there. 
I fpent the whole day in humble and thankful 
acknowledements of the many wonderful mercies 
which my folitary condition was attended with, 
and wxhout which it might have been infinitely 


more 
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more miferable. Igave humble ahd hearty thanks; 
that God had been pleas’d to difcover to me, even 
that it was poffible I might be more happy in this 
folitary condition, than I fhould have been in a 
liberty of fociety, and in all the pleafures of the 
world. That he could fully make up to me, the 
deficiencies of my folitary ftate, and the want of 
human fociety by his prefence, and the communi- 
cations of his grace to my foul, fupporting, com- 
forting, and encouraging, me to depend upon his 
providence here, and hope for his eternal prefence 
hereafter; 


Ir was now that I began fenfibly to feel how 
much more happy this’ life I now led was, with all 
its miferable circumftances, than the wicked, curfed, 
abominable life I led all the paft part of my days ; 
and now I chang’d both my torrows and my joys; 
my very defires alter’d, my affections chang’d 
their guefts, and my delights were perfectly new, 
from what they were at my firlt coming, or indeed 
for the two years paft. 


Berore, as I walk’d about, either on my hunt- 
ing, or for viewing the country, the anguifh of | 
my foul at my condition would break out upon 
me on a fudden, and my very heart would die 
within me, to think of the woods, the mountains, 
the deferts I was in; and how [ was a prifoner 
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locked up with the eternal bars and bolts of the 
ocean, in an uninhabited wildernefs without re- 
demption: In the midft of the greateft compofures 
of my mind, this would break out upon me like 
a ftorm, and make me wring my hands and 
weep like a child: Sometimes it would take me 
in the middle of my work, and I would im- 
imediately fit down and figh, and look upon the 
ground for an hour or two together; and this was 
{till worfe to me; for if I could burft out into 
tears, or vent myfelf by words, it would go off; 
and the grief, having exhaufted itfelf, would abate. 


But now I began to exercife myfelf with new 
thoughts ; I daily read the word of God, and ap- 
plied all the comforts of it to my prefent {tate : 
One morning being very fad, I open’d the bible 
upon thefe words, “I will never. leave thee, nor 
forfake thee;’? immediately it occurr’d, that 
thefe words were to me, why elfe fhould they 
be directed in fuch a manner, juft at the mo- 
ment when I was mourning over my condition, 
as one forfaken of God and man? Well then, 
faid I, if God does not forfake me, of what ill 
confequence can it be, or what matters it, though 
the world fhould all forfake me, feeing on the 
other hand, if I had all the world, and fhould 
joie the favour and bleffing of God, there would 
be no comparifon in the lois? 

FRoM 
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From this moment I began to conclude in my 
mind, that it was poffible for me to be more 
happy in this forfaken folitary condition, than it 
was. probable I fhould ever have been in any other 
particular ftate in the world ; and~ with this 
thought I was going to give thanks to God for 
bringing meto this place. 


I know not what it was, but fomething fhock’d 
my mind at that thought, and I durft not fpeak 
the words: Howcan’f{t thou be fuch a hypocrite, 
(faid I, even audibly) to pretend to be thankful for 
a condition,, which however thou may’ft endea- 
vour to be contented with, thou would’ft rather pray 
heartily to be deliver’d from? fo I ftopped there: 
but though I could not fay, Ithank’d God for be- 
ing there ; yet I fincerely gave thanks to God for 
opening my eyes, by whatever afflicting providen- 
ces, to fee the former condition of my life, and to 
mourn for my wickednefs, and repent. I never 
open’d the bible, or fhut it, but my very foul 
within me blefied God for directing my - friend 
in England, without any order of mine, to 
pack it up among my goods; and for affifting 
me afterwards to fave it out of the wreck of the 


fhip. 


Tuus, and in this difpofition of mind, I be- 
gan my third year; and tho’ I have not given 
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the reader the trouble of fo particular an account 


of my works this year as the firft; yet in general 
it might be obferv’d, that 1 was very feldom idle ;— 
but having regularly divided my time, according 
to the feveral daily employments that were be- 
fore me, fuch as, Firft, My duty to God, and the 
reading the fcriptures, which I conftantly fet 
apart fome time for thrice every day. Secondly, 
The going abroad with my gun for food, which 
generally took me up three hours in every 
morning, when it did not rain. Thirdly, The 
ordering, curing, preferving, and cooking what I 
had kill’d or catch’d for my fupply; thefe took 
up great part of the day: alfo it is to be con- 
fider’d that in the middle of the day when the 
fun was in the zenith, the violence of the heat 
was too great to fur out: fo that about four hours 


-in the evening was all the time I could’ be fup- 


pofed ‘to work in: with this exception, that 
fometimes I chang’d my hours of hunting and 
working, and went to work in the morning, and. 
abroad with my gunin the afternoon. 


To this fhort time allow’d for labour, I de- 
fire may be added the exceeding laborioufnefs 
ef my work; the many hours, which for want 
of tools, want of help, and want of fkill, every 
thing 1 did, took up out of my time: for ex- 
ample, 1 was full two and forty days making 

me 
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wea board for a long fhelf, which I wanted in 
my cave: whereas two fawyers with their tools and 
a fawpit, would have cut fix of them out of the 
fame tree in half a day. 


My cafe was this it was to be a large tree, 
which was to be cut down, becaufe my board was 
to bea broad one. ‘This tree 1 was three days a 
cutting down, andtwo more cutting off the 
boughs, and reducing it to a log, or piece of 
timber. With inexpreffible hacking and hewing 
L reduced both the fides of it into chips, till it be- 
gan to be light enough to move ; then I turned it, 
and made one fide oi it fmooth, and flat, as a board 
from end to end; then turning that fide cown- 
ward, 1 cut the other fide, till I brought the plank 
to be about three inches thick and fmooth on 
both fides. Any one may judge the labour of 
my hands in fuch a piece of work; but Jabour 
and patience carried me through that and many 
other things: I only obferve this in particular, 
to fhew the reafon why fo much of my time went 
away with fo little work, viz. That what might 
be a little to be done with help and tools, was 
a vaft labour, and required a prodigious time to 
do alone, and by hand. 


But notwithftanding this, with patience and 
labour I went through many things, and indeed 
N 4 every 
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every thing that my circumftance made necef- 


{ary for me to do, as will appear by what fol- 
lows. 


IT was now in the months of November and 
December, expecting my crop of barley and 
rice. The ground I had manured or dug up 
for them was not great; for as I obferved, my 
feed of each was ‘not above the quantity of half 
a peck; for I had loft one whole crop by fowing 
in the dry feafon; but now my crop promifed 
very well, when on a fudden I found I was in 
danger of lofing it all again by enemies of feve- 
ral forts, which it was fcarce. poffible to keep from 
it; as, Firft, the goats, and wild creatures which 
I called hares, who tafting the fweetnefs of the 
blade, lay in it night and day, as foon as it came 
up, and ate it fo clofe, with it could get no time 
to fhoot up into ftalk, 


Tus I faw no remedy for, but by making an 
enclofure about it with a hedge, which I did with 
a great deal of toil; and the more becaufe it 
required fpeed. However, as my arable land was 
but {mall, fuited to my crop, I got it tolerabi ly 
well fenced in about three weeks time; and fhoot- 
ing fome of the. creatures in the day-time, I fet 
my dog to guard it in the night, tying him 
up to a ftake at the gate, where he would’ 
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itand and bark all night long; fo in a little time 
the enemies forfook the place, and the corn grew 
very ftrong, and well, and began to ripen apace. 


But as the beafts ruined me before while my 
corn was in the blade; fo the birds were as like- 
ly to ruin me now when it was in the ear; for 
going along by the place to fee now it throve, 
I faw my little crop furrounded with fowls of I 
know not how many forts, who ftood as it were 
watching till I fhould be gone: I immediately 
let fly among them (for I always had my gun 
with me) I had no fooner fhot but there rofe up 
a little cloud of fowls, which I had not feen at 
all, from among the corn itfelf. 


Tuts touch’d me fenfibly, for I forefaw that 
in a few days they would devour all my hopes, 
that I fhould be ftarv’d, and never be able to raife 
my crop at all, and-what todo I could not tell: 
However I refolv’d not to lofe my corn, if pof- 
fible, tho’ I fhould watch it night and day. In 
the firft place, I went among it to fee what da- 
mage was already done, and found they had fpoil’d 
a good deal of it, but that as it was yet too green 
for them; the lofs was not fo great, but that the re- 
mainder was like to be a good crop, if it could 
be fav'd. ) 


I starp 
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I starp by it to load my gun, and then coming 
away, I could eafily fee the thieves fitting upon 
all the trees about me, as if they only waited till I 
was gone away, and the event proved it to be fo; 
for as I walked off as if I was gone, I was no foon- 
er out of their fight, but they dropt down one by 
one into the corn again. I was fo provoked that I 
could not have patience to ftay till more came on, 
knowing that every grain that they eat now, was, as 
it might be faid, a peck loaf to me in the confe- 
quence; but coming up to the hedge, I fir’d again, 
and kill’d three of them. This was what I wifh’d 
for; fo I took them up, and ferved them as we 
ferve notorious thieves in England, (viz.) hang’d 
them in chains, for a terror toothers. *Tis impoffi- 
ble to imagine almoft, that this fhould have any 
fuch effeét, as it had: for the fowls would not 
only not come at the corn, but in fhort they 
forfook all that part of the ifland, and I could 
never fee a bird near the place as long as my {care 
crows hung there. This I was very glad of, you 
may be fure, and about the latter end of Decem- 


-ber, which was our fecond harveft of the year, I 


reap'd my crop. 


Y was fadly put’ to it for a feythe or fickle 
to cut it down, and all I could do was to make 
one as wéllas I could out of one of the broad 
{words or cutlaffes, which I fayed among the arms 


4. our 
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out of the fhip. However, as my firft crop was 
but fmall, I had no great difficulty to cut it down; 
in fhort, I reaped it my way, for I cut nothing 
off but the ears, and carried it away in a great 
bafket which I had made, and fo rubbed it out 
with my hands; and at the end of all my. har- 
vetting, I found that out of my half peck of feed, 
I had near two bufhels of rice, and above two 
bufhels and an half of barley, that is to fay, by 
my guefs, for lhad no meafure at that time. 


However, this was great encouragement to me 
and I forefaw that in time it would pleafe God 
to fupply me with bread; and yet here I was 
perplexed again, for I neither knew how to grind 
or make meal of my corn, or indeed how to clean 
it or part it: nor if made into meal, how to 
make bread of it, and if how to make it, yet I 
knew not how to bake it; thefe things being ad- 
ded to my defire of having a good quantity for 
ftore, and to fecure a conftant fupply, I refolved 
not to tafte any of this crop, but to preferve it 
all for feed againft the next feafon, and in the 
mean time to employ all my ftudy and hours of 
working to accomplith this great work of providing 
myfelf with corn’ and bread. 


Ir might be truly faid, that now I worked 
for my bread; ’tis a little wonderful; and what 
{ believe few people have thought much upon 


(viz) 
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(viz.) the ftrange multitude of little things ne- 
ceffary in the providing, producing, curing, 
dreffing, making and finifhing this one article 
of bread. } 


I rHat was reduced to a mere ftate of nature, 
found this to my daily difcouragement, and was 
made more and more fenfible of it every hour, 
even after I had got the firft handful of feed 
corn, which as I have faid, came up unexpect- 
edly, and indeed to a furprize. 


First, I had no plough to turn up the earth, 
no fpade or fhovel to dig it: well, this 1 con- 
quered, by making a wooden fpade, as I ob- 
ferved before; but this did my work in but a 
wooden manner, and though it coft me a great 
many days to make it, yet for want of iron it not 
only wore out the fooner, but made my work the 
harder, and made it be performed much worfe. 
However, this I bore with, and was content to 
work it out with patience, and bear with the 
badnefs of the performance. When the corn was 
fowed, I had no harrow, but was forced to go 
over it myfelf, and drag a great heavy bough 
of a tree over it, to fcratch it, as it may be 
called, rather than rake or harrow it. When it - 
was growing and grown, I have obferved already 
how many things I wanted, to fence it, fecure 
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it, mow or feap it, cure and carry: it home, 
threfh, part it from the chaff, and fave it: Then 
I wanted a mill to grind it, fieves to drefs it, 
yeaft and falt to make it into bread, and an 
ovento bake it; and yet all thefe things I did 
without, as fhould be obferved ; and yet the corn 
was an ineftimable comfort and advantage to me 
too: all this, as I faid, made every thing la- 
borious and tedious to me, but that there was 
no help for; neither was my time fo much lofs 
to me, becaufe as I had divided it, a certain 
part of it was every day appointed to thefe works ; 
and as I refolved to ufe none of the corn for 
bread «ill 1 had a greater quantity by me, I 
had the next fix months to apply myfelf wholly 
by labour and invention to furnifh myfelf with 
utenfils proper for the performing all the opera- 
tions neceflary for the making the corn (when 


I had it) fit for my -ufe. 


Bur firft, I was to prepare more land, for I 
had now feed enough to fow above an acre of 
ground. Befere 1 did this, I had a week’s 
work at leaft to make me a fpade, which when 
it was done, was but a forry one indeed, and 
very heavy, and required double labour to work 
with it; however I went through that, and fow- 
ed my feed in two large flat pieces of ground, 
as near my houfe as-I could find them to my 

mind, 
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mind, and fenced them in with a good hedge, 
the ftakes of which were all cut off that wood 
which I had fet before, and I knew it would 
grow, fo that in one year’s time I knew I fhould 
have a quick or living hedge, that. would want 
but little repair. This work was not fo little as 
to take me up lefs than three months, becaufe 
a great part of that time was of the wet feafon, 
when I could not go abroad. Within doors, 
that is, when it rained, and I could not go out, 
I found employment on the’ following occafions, 
always obferving, that all the while 1 was at 
work I diverted myfelf with talking to my par- 
rot, and teaching him to fpeak; and I quickly 
learned him to know his own name, and at laft 
to fpeak it out pretty loud, Pott, which was 
the firft word I ever heard fpoken in the ifland 
by any mouth but my own. This therefore 
was not my work, but an affiftant to my work ; 
for now, as I faid, I hada great employment 
upon my hands, as follows, viz. I had long 
ftudied, by fome means or other, to make my- 
felf forme earthen veffels, which indeed I want-. 
ed forely, but knew not where to come at them: 
However, confidering the heat of the climate, I 
did not doubt but if 1 could find out any fuch clay, 
I might botch up fome fuch pot, as might, being 
dryed in the fun, be hard enough and ftrong enough 
to bear handling, and to hold any thing that 

was 
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was dry, and required to be kept fo; and as 
this was neceffary in the preparing corn, meal, 
&c. which was the thing I was upon, I refol- 
ved to make fome as large as I could, and fit 
only to ftand like jars, to hold what fhould be 
put into them. 


Ir would make the reader pity me, or rather 
Jaugh at me, to tell how many aukward’ ways 
] took to raife this paftil, what odd mifhapen 
ugly things I made, how many of them fell in, 
and how many fell out, the clay not being fu 
enough to bear its own weight; how many 
cracked by the over violent heat of the fun, 
being fet out too haftily; and how many fell 
in pieces with only removing, as well before 


as after they were dry’d: and in a word, how 
after having laboured hard to find the clay, to 


dig it, to temper it, to bring it home, and 
work it: I could not make above two large 
earthen ugly things, I cannot call them jars, 
in about two months labour. 


However, as the fun baked thefe two, very 
dry and hard, I lifted them very gently up and 
fet them down again in two great wicker bafkets, 
which I had made on purpofe for them, that 
they might not break, and as between the pot 


ro | 
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and the bafket there was a little room to dpare, 
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I ftuffed it full of the rice and barley-ftraw; 
and thefe two pots being to ftand always dry, 
I thought would hold my dry corn, and perhaps 
the meal, when the corn was bruifed. 


Tuoucu I mifcarried fo much in my defign 
for large pots, yet I made ferveral fmaller things 
with better fuccefs, fich as little round pots, 
flat difhes, pitchers, and pipkins, and any thing 
my hand turned to, and the heat of the fun 
baked them ftrangely hard. 


Burt all this would not anfwer my end, which 
was to get an earthen pot to hold what was 
liquid, and bear the fire which none of thefe 
could do. It happened after fome time, mak- 
ing a pretty large fire for cooking my. meat, 
when I went to put it out after I had done 
with it, I found a broken piece of one of my 
earthen ware veffels in the fire, burnt as hard 
as a ftone, and red as a tile. I was agreeably 
furprized to fee it, and faid. to myfelf, that cer- 
tainly they might be made to burn whole if they 
would burn broken. 


Tuts fet me to ftudying how to order my 
fire, fo as to make it burn me fome pots. I 
had no notion of a kiln, fuch as the potters 
burn in, or of glazing them with lead, though 


4 I had 
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{ had fome lead to. do it with; but I placed three 
large pipkins and two or three pots in a pile one 
upon another, and placed my fire-wood all round 
it with a great heap of embers under them; I ply- 
ed the fire with freth fuelround the out-fidesand upon 
the top, till I {aw the pots in the infide red hot quite 
through, and obferved that they didnot crack at all; 
when I faw therm clear red, [let them ftandin that heat 
about 5 or 6 hours, till I found one of them, though 
it did not crack; did melt or run, for the fand 
which was mixed with the clay melted by the vio- 
lence of the heat; and would have run into glaf, if 
I had gone on; fo I flacked my fire gradually till 
the pots begari to abate ofthe red colour, and watch- 
ine them all night, that I might not Jet the fire 
abate too faft; in the morning I had three very 
good, I will not fay handfome, pipkins, and two, 
other earthen pots, as hard burnt as could be de- 
fired; and one of them perfectly glazed with the 
tuning of the fand: 


AFrer this experiment, (I need not fay) I want- 
ed no fort of earthen ware for my ufe; but I mutt 
needs fay, as to the fhapes of them, they were very 
indifferent, as any one may fuppofe, when I had no 
way of making them, but as the children make 
dirt pies, or .as a woman would make pies, that 
never learn’d to raife patte. 
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No joy at a thing of fo mean a nature was ever 
equal to mine, wher. I found I had made an earthen 
pot that would bear the fire; ‘and 1 had hardly 
patience to ftay till they were cold, before I fat one 
on the fire again, with fome water in it, to boil 
me fome meat, which it did admirably well; and 
with a piece of kid, I made fome very good broth, 
tho’ I wanted oatmeal and {feveral other ingredients ; 
requifite to make it fo good as I would have had it 
been. 


My next concern was to get mea {tone mortar to 
{tamp or beat fome cornin; for as to the mill, there 
was no thought of arriving to that perfection of art 
with one pair of hands. To fupply this want I 
was ata great lofs; for ofall the trades in the world 
I was as perfectly unqualifi’d for a ftone cutter, as 
for any whatever; neither had I any tools to go 
about it with. I fpent many a day to’ find out a 
great {tone big enough to cut hollow, and make 
fit fora mortar, and could find none at all, except 
what was in the folid rock, and which I had no way 
to dig or cut out; nor indeed were the rocks in the 
ifland of hardnefs fufficient, but were all of a fandy 
crumbling ftone, which neither would bear the 
weight of a heavy peftle, or would break the corn 
without filling it with fand; fo after a great deal of 
time loft in fearching for a ftone, I gave it over, 
and refolv’d to look out fora great block of hard 

wood, 
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wood, which I found indeed much eafier; and get- 
ting one as big as I had ftrength to ftir, I rounded 
it, and form’d it on the out-fide with my axe and 
hachet, and then with the help of fire, and infinite 
labour, made a hollow place in it, as the Indians in 
Brafil make their canoes: After this I made a great 
heavy peftle, or bearer of the wood, called the iron 
wood, and this I prepared and laid by againft I had 
my next crop of corn, when I propofed to mytelf, 
to erind or rather pound my corn into meal, to 
make my bread. 


My next difficulty was to make a fieve, or fearch, 
to drefs my meal, and to part it from the bran and 
the hufk, without which I did not fee it poffible I 
could have any bread: This was a moft difficult 
thing, fo much as but to think on; for to be fure I 
had nothing like the neceflary thing to make it, 1 
mean fine thin canvas, or ftuff; to fearch the meal 
through. And here I was at a full {top for many 
months ; nor did I really know what to do; linen I 
had none left, but what was mere rags; I had goats 
hair, but neither knew I how to weave it or {pin it ; 
and, had I known how, here were no tools to work 
it with; all the remedy I found for this, was, at laft 
I did remember I had among the feamen’s clothes, 
which were faved out of the fhip, fome neck cloths 
of callico, or muflin, and with fome pieces of thefe 
I made three {mall fieves, but proper enough for the 
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work ; and thus I made thift for fome years, how F 
did afterwards I fhall thew in its place. 


Tue baking part was the next thing to be confi- 
dered, and how I fhould make bread when I came 
to have corn; for firft I had no yeaft; as to that 
part, as there was no fupplying the want,, fo I did 
not concern myfelf much about it: but foran oven,. 
I was indeed in great pain; at length I found out 
an expedient for that alfo, which was this; I 
made fome earthern veffels, very broad but not 
deep, that is to fay, about two feet diameter, and 
not above nine inches deep; thefe I burned in the 
fire, as I had done the other, and laid them by; 
and when I wanted to bake, I made a great fire upon 
my hearth, which I had paved with fome fquare tiles 
of my own baking, and burning alfo ; but I fhould 
— not call them {quare. | | 


WueEn the fire wood was burned pretty much into 
embers, or live coals, I drew then forward 
upon the hearth, fo as to cover it all over, and 
there I let them lie, till the hearth was very hot, 
then {weeping away all the embers, I fet down my 
loaf, or loaves, and whelming down the earthen pot 
upon them, drew the embers all round the oucfide 
‘of the pot, to keep in and add to the heat; and thus 
as well as in the beft oven in the world, I baked my 
barley loaves, and became in little time a mere 
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paltry cook into the bargain; for I made myfelf {e- 
weral cakes of the rice and puddings; indeed I 
made no pies, neither had I any thing to put inte 
them, fuppofing I had, except the fleth either of 
fowls or goats. 


Ir need not be wondered at, if all thefe things 
took me up moft part.of thethird year of my abode 
here ; for it is to be obferved, that in the intervals 
of thefe things I had my new harveft and hufbandry 
to manage; for I reaped my corn in its feafon, and 
carried it home as well as I could, and laid it up 
in the ear, in my large bafkets, till I had time to 
rub itout, for I had no floor to threfh it on, or in- 
ftrument to threfh it with. 


AND now indeed my ftock of corn increafing, I 
really wanted to build my barns bigger: I wanted a 
placeto lay it up in; for the increafe of the corn now 
yielded me fo nvuch, that I had of the barley about 
twenty bufhels, and of rice as much or more, info- 
much that now I refolved to begin fo ufe it freely; 
for my bread had been quite gone a great while: alfo 
Lrefolved to fee- what quantity would be fufficient for 
me a whole year, and to fow but once a year. 


Upon the whole I found that the forty ‘bufhels of 
barley and rice, were much more than I could con- 
fame in ayear ; fo I refolved to fow jut the fame 

| le quantity 
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quantity every year, that I fowed the laft, in hopes 


that fuch a quantity would fully provide me with 
Bealeton er 


Aut the while thefe things were doing, you may 
be fure my thoughts ran many times upon the prof- 
pect of land which I had feen from the other fide of 
the ifland; and I was not without fecret wifhes that 
1 were on fhore there, fancying, that feeing the 
main land, and in an inhabited country, 1 might 

. find fome way or other to convey myfelf farther, 
and perhaps at laft find fome means of efcape, 


Bur all this while I made no allowance for the 
dangers of fuch a condition, and how I might fall 
into the hands of favages, and perhaps fuch as I 
might have reafon to think far worfe than the lions 
and tigers, of Africa, that if once I came in their 
power, I fhould run a hazard more than a thoufand 
to one of being killed, and perhaps of being eaten, 
for I had heard that the people of the Caribean 
coaft were canibals, or man eaters! And I knew 
by the latitude, that I could not be far off from the 
fhore. That fuppofing they were not canibals, yet 
that they might kill me, as many Europeans, who 
had fallen into their hands, had been ferved, even. 

, when they have been ten or twenty together; much 
more I that was but one, and could make little or 
no defence; all thefe things, I fay, which I ought 

to 
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to have confidered well of, and did caft up in my 
thoughts afterwards, yet took up none of my ap- 
prehenfions at firft ; aa my head ran mightily 
upon the thought as eetting over to the fhore. 


Now I withed for my boy Xury, and the long 
boat with the fhoulder of mutton fail, with which I 
failed above a thoufand miles on the coaft of Afric; 
Dut this was in vain, then I thought I would go 
and look at our fhip’s boat, which, as I have faid, 
was blown up upon the fhore, a great way in the 
ftorm, when we were firft caft away. She lay 
almoft where fhe did at firft, but not quite; and 
was turned by the force of the waves and the winds, 
almoft bottom upward, againft a high ridge of 
beachey rough fand; but no water about her as be- 


fore. 


Ir I had had hands to have refitted her, and to 
have launched her into the water, the boat would 
have done well enough, and I might have gone 
back into the Brafils with her eafily enough; but I 
might have forefeen thar [ could no more turn her 
and fet her upright upon her bottom, than I could 
remove the ifland: however I went to the woods, 
and cut levers and reilers, and brought them to the 
boat, refolved to try what ! could do, Geen inn 
to myfeif, that if I could but turn her down, [might 
ealily repair the damage fhe had received, and fhe 
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woud be a very g oloee boat, and I might go to fea , 
in her very eafily. 


I sPARED no pains indeed, in this piece of fruit- 
lefs toil, and fpent, I think, three or four wecks 
about it; at laft finding it impofhble to heave it up 
with my little ftrength, I fell to digging away the 
fand, to undermine it, and fo to make it fall down, 
fetting pieces of wood to thruft and guide it right in 
the fall. | 


Burt when Thad done this, I was unable to ftir it 
up again, or to get under it, much lefs to move it 
‘forward, towards the water; fo 1 was forced to 
give it over; and yet though I gave over the hopes 
of the boat, my defire to venture over the main 
increafed, rather than decreafed, as the means for 
it feemed impoffible. 7 


Tuts at length put me upon thinking, whether 
it was not poflible to make myfelf a canoe, ‘or peri- 
agua fuch as the natives of thofe climates make, 
even without tools, or as 1 might fay, without 
hands, viz. of a trunk of a great tree. This I not | 
only thought poffible, but eafy; and pleafed myfelf 
extremely with the thoughts of making it, and with | 
my having much more convenience for it than any 
of the negroes or Indians ; but ‘not: at all confider- 
ing the, particular inconveniences which I lay under, 

more 
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more than the Indians did, viz. want of hands to 
move it when it was made, into the water, a diffi- 
culty much harder for me to furmount than all the 
confequences of want of tools could be to them; for 
svhat was it to me, that when I had chofena vaft 
_tree, in the woods, I might with much trouble cut 
it down, if after I might be able with my tools ta 
hew and dub the out-fide into the proper fhape of a 
boat, and burn or cut out the in-fide to make it 
hollow, fo as to make a boat of it; if after all this, 
{ muft leave it juft there where I found it, and was 
not able to launch it into the water. 


One would have thought, if I could have had 
the leaft reflection upon my mind, of my circum- 
{tances while I was making this boat, I fhould 
have immediately thought how I fhould get it into 
the fea: but my thoughts were fo intent upon my 
voyage over the fea init, that ] never once confi- 
dered how I fhould get it off the land; and it-was 
really in its own nature more eafy for me to guide 
it over forty-five miles of fea, than about forty-five 
fathoms of land, where it lay, to fet it afloat in the 
water. 


I went to work upon this boat, the moft like a 
fool that ever man did, who had any of him fenfes 
awake. I pleated myfeif with the defign, without 
determining whether 1 was able to pean: its 

not 
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not but that the difficulty of launching my boat came 
often into my head; but I put a ftop to my own 
enquiries into it, by this foolith anfwer which! gave 
myfelf, Let us firft make it, J will warrant I will 
find fome way or other to get it along, when it is 


clone. 


‘THs was a moft prepofterous method; but the 
eagernefs of my fancy prevailed, and to work I 
went. I felled a cedar tree fit for the building of the 
Temple at Jerufalem. It was five feet ten inches 
diameter at the lower part next the ftump, and four 
feet eleveninches diameter at the end of twenty two 
feet, after which it leflened for a while, and then 
parted into branches: it was not without infinite 
labour that I felled this tree: 1 was twenty days 
hacking and hewing at it, at the bottom. I was 
fourteen more getting the branches and limbs, and 
the vaft fpreading head of it cut off, which L-hacks 
ed and hewed through with axe and hachet, and 
inexpreMfible labour: after this, it coftme a month 
to fhape it, and dub it to brapubeeee and to fome- 
thing like the bottom of a boat, that it might twim 
upright as it ought to do. It coft me near three 
months more to clear the 1n- fide, and work it out 
fo as to make an exact boat of it; this I did indeed 
without fire, by mere mallet and chiffel, and by the 


dint of hard labour, till I had brought it to bea Ai 
pia periagua, and big enough to have carried 


fix 
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fix and twenty men, and confequently big enough 
to have carried me and all my cargo. 


Wuen I had gone through this work, I was ex- 
tremely delighted with it. The boat was really 
much bigger than ever I faw a canoe or periagua 
that was made of one treeinmy life. Many a 
weary ftroke it had coft, you may be fure; and 
there remained nothing but to get it into the wa- 
ter; and had I gotten it into the water, I make no 
queftion but I fhould have begun the maddeft voy- 
age and the moft unlikely to be performed, that ever 


was undertaken. 


Bur all my devices to get it into the water failed 
me; tho’ they coft me infinite labour too. It lay 
about one hundred yards from the water, and not 
more. But the firft inconvenience was, it was up 
hill towards the creek; well, to take away this dif- 
couragement I refolved to dig into the furface ot 
the carth, and fo make a declivity: This I begun, 
and it coft me a prodigious deal of pains; but who 
grudge pains, that have their deliverance in view? 
But when this was worked through, and this difficulty 
managed, it was ftill much at one; for I could no 
more ftir the canoe, than I could the other boat. 


Turn I meafured the diftance of ground, and 
refolved to cut a dock, or canal, to bring the 
water 
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water up to the canoe, feeing I could not bring 
the canoe down to the water: Well, I began this 
work, and when I began to enter into it, and 
calculate how deep it was to be dug, how broad, 
how the ftuff to be thrown out, I found, that by 
the number of hands I had, being none but my 
own, it muft have been ten or twelve years before 
I fhould have gone through with it; for the fhore 
lay high, fo that at the upper end, it muft have been 
at leaft twenty feet deep; fo at length, though 
with great reluctancy, I gaye this attempt over 
alfo. 


Tuis grieved me heartily, and now I faw, 
though too late, the folly of beginning a work be- 
fore we count the coft; and before we judge rightly 
of our own ftrength to go through with it. 


In the middle of this work, I .finifhed my 
fourth year in this place, and kept my anniverfary 
with the fame devotion, and with as much comfort 
as ever before; for by conftant ftudy, and ferious 
application of the word of God, and, by the afi 
tance of his grace, I gained a different knowledge 
from what I had before. I entertained different 
notions of things. I looked now upon the world 
as a thing remote, which I had nothing to do 
with, no expectation from, and indeed no defires 
about: In a word, I had nothing indeed to do 

| with 
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with it, nor was ever like to have; {0 I thor ught it 
looked as we may perhaps look upon it hereafter; 
viz. as a place I had lived in; but was come out 
of it, andwell might I fay as father Abraham to 
Dives,‘* Between me and thee is a creat gulf fixed.” 


In the firft place, I was removed from all the 
wickednefs of the world here; ‘1 had neither the dut 
“of the fefh, the luft of the eye, or the pride of life:” 
I had nothing to covet, for l had all that I was now 
capable of enjoying; I was lord of the. whole 
manor, or if I pleafed I might call myfelf ‘king, 
or emperor over the whole country which I had 
pofeffion of; there were no rivals, I had ao com: 
petitor, none to difpute fovereignty or comrnand 
with me: I might have raifed fhip loadings of 
corn, but I had no ufe for it, fo [let as little erow 
as I thought enough for my occafion: T had tortdife 
or turtle enough, but now and then one was ds 
much as I could put to any ufe: Thad timber 
enough to have built a fleet of fhips: I sige 
grapes enough to have made wine or to have cure 
into raifins, to have loaded that fleet when. the ey 


had been built. 


But all I could make ufe of was all that was 
valuable; I had enough to eat and to * fuply “my 
wants ; and what was all the reft to me? If I killed 
more flefh than I could eat, the is mult eat it or 

4 the 
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the vermin: If I fowed more corn than I could eat, if 
muft be fpoiled: The trees that I cut down were 
lying to rot on the ground ; I could make no more 
ufe of them than for fuel, and that I had no 
oecafion for, but to drefs my food. 


In a word, the nature and experience of things 
dictated to me, upon juft reflection, That all the 
good things of this world are no farther good to us 
than they are for our ufe; and that whatever 
we may heap up indeed to give others, we en- 
joy juft as much as we can ufe, and no more. 
The moft covetous griping mifer in the world 
would have been cured of the vice of covetoufnefs, 
if he had been inmy cafe; for I poffeffed infinitely 
more than I knew what to do with. I had no 
room for defire, except it was of things which I 
had not, and they were but trifles, though indeed 
of preat ufe to me. I had, as I hinted before, a 
parcel of money, as well gold as filver about 
thirty-fix pounds, fterling; alas! there the nafty 
forry ufelefs ftuff lay, I had no manner of 
bufinefs for it; and I often thought with myfelf, 
that I would have: given a handful of it for a grofs 
of tobadcco pipes, or for ahand-mill to grind my 
corn; nay, 1 would have given it all for fix pen- 
ny-worth of turnip and carrot feed out of England, 
or for a handful of peas and beans, and a bottle of 
snk: As it was, | had not the leaft advantage by 
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it, or benefit from it; but there it lay in a drawer, 
and grew mouldy with the damp of the cave in 
the wet feafons: and if I had had the drawer full 
of diamonds, it had been the fume cafe, and they 
had been of no manner of value to me, becaufe 
of no ufe: 


I Hap now brought my ftate of life to be much 
eafier in itfelf than it was at firft, and much eafier 
to my mind as well as to my body. I frequent- 
ly fet down to my meat with thankfulnefs, 
and admired the hand of God’s providence, 

which had thus fporead my table in the wildernefs: 
Y learned to look more upon the bright fide of my 
condition, and lefs upon the dark fide, and to 
confider, what I enjoyed rather than what I 
wanted; and this gave me fometimes {uch fecret 


comforts that f cannot e xprefs tl aa and which I 
take notice of here to put thofe difcontented peo- 


ple in mind of it, eho cannot enjoy pe el 
what Godhas given them, becaufé they fee and covet 
fomething that he has not given them: All our 
difcontents about what we want, appeared to me 
to {pring from the want of thankfulnefs for What 
we have. 


ANOTHER reflection was of o creat ufe tome, and 
doubtlefs would be fo to any one that fhould fall 
into fuch diftrefs as mine was; and this was, to 

com- 
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compare my prefent condition with what Tat Art: 
expected it fhould be; nay with what 1t would 
certainly have been, if the good providence of 
God: had not wonderfully ordered the fhip to be 
caft up nearer to the fhore; whete I not only 
could come at her, but could bring what I got out of 
her to the fhore, for my relief and comfort, without 
which I had wanted for tools to work; weapons for 
defence, gun-powder and fhot, for getting my food: 


I spent whole hours, I may fay whole days; in 
reprefenting to myfelf in the moft lively colours, 
how I muft have acted if I had got nothing out of the 
fhip. I could not have fo much as got any food, 
except fifh and turtles; and that as it was long 
before I found any of them,. I muft have perithed 
‘firtt. That I fhould nave lived, if I had not perifhed, 
like a mere favage. That if I had killed a goat, or 
a fowl, by any contrivance, I had no way to flay 
or open them, or part the flefh from. the fkin, and 
the bowels, or to cut it up; but muft gnaw it with 
my teeth, and pull it with my claws like a beaft. 


THESE refleCtions made me very fenfible of the 
goodnefs of Providence to me, and very thankful 
for my prefent condition, with all its hardfhips 
and misfortunes: And this part alfo I cannot but - 
recommend to the refleftion of thofe, who aré 
apt in their mifery to fay, “Is any affiiction like 
mine!” Let them confider, how much worfe the 

cafes 
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tafes fome other people are, and their cafe might 
have been, if providence had thought fit. 


I wap another reflection which affifted me alfo 
to comfot my mind with hopes; and this was, 
comparing my prefent condition with what I had 
delerved, and had therefore reafon to expect from 
the hand of providence. I had lived a dreadful 
life, perfe&tly deftitute of the knowledge and fear 
of God. I had been well inftruéted by father and 
mother; neither had they been wanting to mé, in 
their early endeavours, to infufe a religious awe of 
God into my mind, a fenfe cf my duty, and of 
what the nature and end of my being required of 
mé. But alas! falling early into the feafaring life, 
which of all lives is the moft deftitute of the fear 
of God, though his terrors are always before 
them; I fay, falling early into the feafaring life, 
and into feafaring company, all that little fenfe of 
religion which I had entertained, was laughed out 
of me by my mefs-mates, by a hardened defpifing 
of dangers, and the views of death, which grew 
habitual to me; by my long abfence from all 
manner of opportunities to converfe with any 
thing but what was like myfelf, or to hear any 
thing that was good, or tender towards it. 


So void was I of every thing that was good, or of 
the leaft fenfe of what I was, or was to be, in that 
i the 
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the greateft deliverance I enjoyed, fuchas my efcape 
from Saiee ; my being taken up by the Portuguefe 
matter of a fhip; my being planted fo well in the 
Brazils; my receiving the cargo from England, 
and the like; I never had once the word, thank 
God, fo much as on my mind, or in my mouth; 
nor in the greateft diftrefs, had I fo much as a 
thought to pray to him, or fo much, as to fay. 
” no nor to mention 
the name of God, unlefs it was to fwear by, and 


blafpheme it. 


“Lord have mercy upon me; 


1 map terrible reflections upon my mind formany 
months, as I have already obferved, on the account 
of my wicked and hardened life paft: and when I 
looked: about me, and confidered what particular 
providences had attended me fince my coming into 
this place, and how God had dealt bountifully with 
| ; had not only punifhed me lefs than my ini- 

quity had deferved, but had fo plentifully provided 
for me; this gave me great hopes that my repent» 
ance was accepted, and that God had yet mercy in 
{tore for me, 


Wirn thefe reflections I warked my mind up, 
not only to a refignation to the will of God in the 
prefent difpofition of my circumftances, but even 
to a fincere thankfulnefs for my oa, and 
that I who was yet a living man, ought not to com- 


plain, 
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plain, feeing I had not the due puifhment of my 
fins ; that T enjoyed fo many mercies which I had no 
reafon to have expected in that place; that I ought 
hever more to repine at my condition, but to rejoice, 
and to give daily thanks for that daily bread, which 
nothing but a crowd of wonders could have 
brought: that I ought to confider I had been fed 
even by a miracle, even as great as that of feeding 
Elijah by ravens; nay, by a long feries of mira- 
cles, and that I could hardly have named a place in 
the uninhabitable part of the world, where I could 
have been caft more to my advantage: a place 
where, as I had no fociety, which was my affliction 
on one hand, fo I found no ravenous beaft, no 
furious wolves or tygers to threaten my life, no 
venomous creatures, or poifonous, which I might 
feed on to my hurt ;_no favages to murder and de- 
vour me, | 3 


in a word, as my life was a life of forrow one way, 
fo it was a life of mercy another, and I wanted no. 
thing tomake it a life of comfort, but to be able to 
make my fenfe of God’s goodnefs to me, and care 
over me in this condition, be my daily confolation ; 
and after I did make a juft improvement of thefe 
things, I went away and was no more fad. 


I Ap now been here fo long, that many things’ 
which I brought on fhore for my help, were 
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either quite gone, or very much wafted and near 


{pent. 


My ink, as I obferved, had been gone for fome 
fime, all but a very little, which I eeked out with 
water alittle anda little, till it was fo pale it fearce 
left any appearance of black upon the paper: as 
long as it lafted, I made ufe of it to minute down 
the days of the month on which any remarkable 
thing happened to me, and firft by cafting up times 
paft, I remember that there was a ftrange concur- 
ance of days in the various providences which befel 
me, and which if I had been fuperftitioufly inclined 
to obferve days as fatal or fortunate, I might have 
had reafon to have looked upon with a great deal of 
curiofity. : 


First I had obferved, that the fame day that I 
broke away from my father and my friends, and 
ran away to Hull, in order to go to fea, the fame 
day, afterwards I was taken by the Sallee man of 
war, and made aflave. The fame day of the year 
that I efcaped out of the wreck of that fhip in Yar- 
mouth roads, that fame day-year afterwards I made 
my efcape from Salee in the boat; and the fame 
day of the year I was born on, viz. the 3oth of — 
September, that fame day I had my life fo miracu- 
loufly faved twenty-fix years, after, when I was caft 

on 
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on fhore in this ifland; fo that my wicked life and 
my folitary life began both on a day. 


THE next thing to my ink’s being wafted, was 
that of my bread, I mean the bifcuit which I 
brought out of the fhip; this I had hufbanded to 
the laft degree, allowing myfelf but one cake of 
bread a day for above a year, and yet I was quite 
without bread for near a year before I got any corn 
of my own; and great reafon I had to be thankful 
that I had any at all, the getting it being as has 
been already obferved, next to miraculous. 


My cloaths too began to decay mightily: as to li- 
nen, | had had none for a great while, except fome 
chequered fhirts which I found in the chefts of other 
feamen, and which I carefully preferved, becaufe, 
many times I could bear.no other cloaths on but a 
fhirt ; and it was a very great help to me that I had, 
among all the mens cloaths of the fhip, almoft three 
dozen of fhirts, There were alfo feveral thick 
watch coats of the feamens, which were left indeed, 
but they were too hot to wear; and thouch it istrue 
that the weather was fo violent hot, that there was 
no need of cloaths, yet I could not go quite naked; 
no, though I had been inclined to it, which I was 
not, nor could I abide the thought of it, though 
t was all alone. 
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Tue reafon why I could not go quite naked was, 
IT could not bear the heat of the fun fo well when 
quite naked as with fome cloaths on; nay, the very 
-heat frequently bliftered my fkin, whereas with a 
fhirt on, the air itfelf made fome motion, and whitt- 
ling under that fhirt was twofold cooler than with- 
out it. No more could I ever bring myfelf to go 
out in the heat of the fun without a cap or a hat; 
the heat of thefun beating with fuch violence as it 
does in that place, would give me'the head ach pre- 
fently, by darting fo direétly upon my head, waith- 
out a cap or hat on, fo that I could not bear it, 


whereas if I put on my hat it would prefently go 
away. 


Upon thefe views I began to confider about 
putting the few rags I had, which I called cloaths, 
into fome order; I had worn out all the waiftcoats 
I had, and my bufinefs was now to try 1f I could not 
make jackets out of the great watch-coats, which 
I had by me, and with fuch other materials as -] 
had; fo I fet to work a tayloring, or rather indeed 
a botching, for I made moft pitious work of it. 
However I made fhift to make two or three new 
waiftcoats, which I hoped would ferve me a great 
while; as for breeches or drawers, I made but a 
very forry fhift indeed, till afterwards. 


\ 
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- | HAVE mentioned that I faved the {kins of all 
the creatures that | killed, I mean four footed ones, 
and I had hung them up, ftretched out with flicks, 
in the fun, by which means fome of them were fo 
dry and hard that they were fit for little, but others 
I found very ufeful. The firtt thing I madeofthefe, 
was a great cap for my head, with the hair onthe 
outfide to fhoot off the rain; and this | performed 
fo well, that after this I made me a fuit of cloaths 
wholly of the fkins, that is to fay, a waift-coat and 
breeches open at the knees, and both loofe, for 
they were rather wanting to keep me cool than to 
keep me warm. I mutt not omit to acknowledge 
that they were wretchedly made; for if I was a bad 
carpenter, I was a worfe taylor. However, they 
were fuch as I made yery good thift with ; and 
when I was abroad, if it happened to rain, the hair 
of my waift-coat and cap being outermoft, I was 


kept yery dry, 


Arrer this I {pent a great deal of time and pains 
to make me an umbrella; I was indeed in great 
want of one, and had a great mind to make one; I 
had feen them made in the Brafils, where they were 
very uleful in the great heats which are there. And 
I felt the heats every jot as great here, and greater 
too, being nearer the equinox ; befides as I was 
obliged to be much abroad, it was a mott ufeful 
thing to me, as well for the rains as the heats. I 
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took a world of pains at it, and was a great while 
before I could make any thing likely to hold; nay, 

after I thought I had hit the way, I fpoiled two or 
three before I made one to my mind; but at laft I 
made one that anfwered indifferently well ; the main 
difficulty 1 found was to. make it to let down. ~ it 
could make it to fpread, but if it did not let down 
too, and draw in, it was not portable for me any 
way but juft over my head, which would not do. 
However, at laft as I faid, 1 made one to anfwer, 
and covered it with fkins, and their hair upwards, 
fo that it caft off the rains like a pent-houfe, and 
kept off the fun fo effectually, that I could walk 
out in the hotteft of the weather with greater ad- 
vantage than I could before in the bole and 
when I had no need of it could clofe it, and carry 
it under my arm. 


Tuus I lived mighty comfortably, my mind 
being entirely compofed by refigning to the will 
of God an d throwing myfelf wholly upon the 
difpofal of his providence. This made my life 
better than fociable, for when I began to regret 
the want of converfation, I would afk mytelf 
whether thus converfing mutually with my own 
thoughts, and, as I hope 1 may fay, with even 
God himfelf by ejaculations, was not better than- 
the utmoft enjoyment of human fociety in the 
world ? 

1 CANNOT 
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I cANNOT fay that fafter this, for five years, 
any extraordinary thing happened to me, but I 
lived on’ in the fame courfe, in the fame pof. 
ture and place, juft as before; the chief things 
I was employed in, befides my yearly labour 
of planting my barley and rice, and curing my 
raifins, of both which I always kept up jutt 
enough to have fufficient ftock of one year’s 
provifion before hand; I fay, befides this yearly 
labour, and my daily labour of going out with 
my gun, I had one labour to make me a canoe, 
which at laft I finithed. So that by digeing a 
canal to it of fix feet wide, and four feet deep, 
I brought it into the creek, almoft halfa mile. 
As for the firft, which was fo vattly big, as I 
‘made it without confidering beforehand, as I 
ought to do, how I fhould be able to launch 
it; fo never being able to bring it into the 
water, or bring the water to it, I was oblige 
to let it lie where it was, as a memorandum to 
teach me to be wifer the next time: indeed, the 
next time, though I could not get a tree pro- 
per for it, and in a place where I could not cet 
the water to it, at any lefs diftance than, as I 
have faid, near halfa mile; yet as I faw it was 
practicable at laft, I never gave it over; and 
though I was near two years about it, yet I 
never grudged my labour in hopes of having 
a boat to go off to fea at laft. 

2 How- 
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. Hiowever, though my. little periagua was 
finifhed, yet the fize of it’ was not at all an- 
{werable to the defign which [had in view, when 
I made the firft;. 1 mean, of venturing over to 
the Terra firma, where it was above forty miles 
broad ; accordifigly, the fmallnefs of my boat 
afifted to put an end to that defign, and now I 
thought no more of it, but as I had a boat, 
my next defign was to make a tour round the 
ifland ; for as I had been on the other fide, in 
one place croffing, as I have already defcribed 
it, over the land, fo the difcoveries I made in 
that little journey made me very eager to fee 
other parts of the coaft; and now I had a boat, 
} thought of nothing but failing round the if. 


land. 


_ For. this purpofe, that I might do every thine 
with difcretion, and confideration, I fitted up a 
little maft to my boat, and made a fail to it 
out of fome of the pieces of the fhip’s fails 
which lay in ftore, and of which I had a great 
{tock by me, 


Havine fitted my maft and fail, and tried the 
boat, I found fhe would fail very well: then I 
made little lockers, or boxes, at either end of my 
boat, to put provifions, neceffaries and ammuni- 
tion &c. into, ta be kept dry, either from rain 

or 
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or the fprye of the fea; and a little long hollow 
place I cut in the infide of the boat, where I 
could lay my gun, making a flap to hane down 
‘ever it to keep it dry. 


I rixep my umbrella alfo in a ftep, at the ftern, 
like a maft, to ftand over my head, and keep 
the heat of the fun off me, like an awning; 
and thus I every now and then took a little 
voyage upon the fea, but never went far out, 
nor far from the little creek; but at laft being 
eager to view the circumference of my little 
kingdom, I> refolved upon my tour; and ac- 
cordingly I viétualled my ship for the voyage, 
putting in two dozens of my loaves (cakes 
fhould rather call them) of barley bread, an 
earthen pot full of parched rice, a food I eat a 
great deal of, a little bottle of rum, half a goat, 
and powder and fhot for killing more, and two 
large watch coats, of thofe which, as I men- 
tioned before, I had faved out of the feamens 
chefts, thefe I took to lie upon, and cover me 
in the night. | 


Tr was the 6th of November, in the fixth year 
of my reign, or my captivity, which you pleafe, 
that- I fet out on this yoyage, and I found it 
much longer than I expected; for though the 
ifland itfelf was not very large, yet when I came 
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to the eaft fide of it, I found a great ledge of 
rocks lie out above two leagues into the fea, 
fome above water, fome under it; and beyond 
that a fhoal of fand lying dry half a league 
more; fo that 1 was obliged to go a great way 
out to fea to double the point. 


Wuen firft I difcovered them, 1 was going to 
give over my enterprize, and come back again, 
not knowing how far it might oblige me to 
go out to fea, and above all, doubting how I 
fhould get back again; fo 1 came to an anchor, 
having made me a kind of an anchor with a piece 
of a broken grapling I got out of the fhip. 


Havine fecured my boat, I took my gun and 
went on fhore cilmbing up on a hill, which feem- 
-ed to overlook that point, where Ifaw the full 
extent of it, and refolved to venture. 


In my viewing the fea from that hill where I 
ftood, 1 perceived a ftrong and indeed a moft 
furious current, which ran to the eaft, and even 
came clofe to the point; and I took the more 
notice of it, becaufe I faw there might be fome 
danger, that when I came into it, 1 might be 
carried out to fea by the ftrength of it, and not 
be able to make the ifland again; and indee 
bad I not gotten firft up on this hull, I believe 

le 
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it would have been fo; for there was the fame 
current on the other fide the ifland, only that it 
fet off at a farther diftance; and I faw there 
was a {trong eddy under the thore; fo I had 
nothing to do but to get in out of the firft current, 
and I fhould prefently be in an eddy. 


IT tay here, however, two days, becaufe the 
wind blowing pretty frefh at E. S. E. and that 
being juft contrary to the faid current, made a 
great breach of the fea upon the point; fo that 
it was not fafe for me to keep too clofe to the 
fhore for the breach, nor to go too far off be. 
caufe of the ftream. 


THe third day in the morning, the wind hav- 
ing abated over night, the fea was calm, and I 
ventured; but I am a warning-piece again to 
all rafh and ignorant pilots; for no fooner was I 
come to the point, when even I was not my 
boat's. length from the thore, but I found myfelf 
in a great depth of water, and a current like the 
fluice of a mill; it carryed my boat along with 
it with fuch violence, that all I could do, could 
not keep her fo much as on the edge of it ; 
but I found it hurried me farther and farther 
out from the eddy which was on my left hand. 
There was no wind ftirring to help me, and all 
1 could do with my paddles fignified nothing, 

and 
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and now I began to give myfelf over for lofts 
for as the current was on both fides the ifland, I 
knew in a few leagues diftance they muft join 
again, and then I was irrecoverably gone; nor’ 
did I fee any poffibility of avoiding it; fo that 
I had no protpeé& befere mé but of perifhing ; 
not by the fea, for that was calm enough, but of 
ftarving for hunger. I had indeed found a tor- 
toile on the fhore, as big almoft as I could lift, 
and had toffed it into the boat; and J had a 
ereat jar of frefh water, that is to fay, one of 
my earthen pots; but what was all this to being 
driven into the vaft ocean, where, to be fure, 
there was no fhore, no main land, or ifland, for: 
a thoufand leagues at leaft. 


Awnp now I faw how eafy it was for the pro- 
-vidence of God to make even the moft miferable 
condition of mankind worfe. Now llooked back 
upon my, defolate iolitary ifland, as the moft pleafant 
place in the world, and all the happinefs my 
heart could wifh for, was to be but there again. 
I ftretched out my hands to it, with eager wifhes. 
O happy defert ! faid I, I fhall never fee thee more. 
O miferable creature! faid I, whither am I going? . 
Then I reproached myfelf with. my unthankful 
temper, and how I had repined at my folitary 
condition, and now what would I give to be 
on fhore there again? thus we never fee the true. 

{tate 
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{tate of our condition, till it is illuftrated to us 
by its contraries ! nor know how to value what 
we enjoy, but by the want of it. ’Tis fearce 
poffible to imagine the confternation I was now 
in, being driven from my beloved ifland (for 
fo it appeared to me now to be) into the wide 
ocean, almoft two leagues, and in the utmost 


defpair of ever recovering it again. However, 


1 worked hard, till indeed’ my {treneth was al- 
moft exhaufted and kept my boat as much to 
the northward, that is, towards the fide of the 
current which the eddy lay on, as pofibly 1 
could; when about noon as the fun paffed the 
meridian, I thought I felt a little breeze of wind 
in my face, fpringing up from the S. S. E. 
This cheered my heart a little, and efpecially 


when in about half an hour more, it blew a! 


pertty gentle gale. By this time I was aes 
at a frichtful ioe Pa from the ifland, 
the leaft cloudy or hazy weather interve ie i h a 
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been undone one way too; for Lhad nocom- 
pals on board, and fhould never have known 
how to have fteered towards the ifland, if I 
had loft fight of it; but the weather continuing 
clear, I applied myfelf to get up my matt 
again, and {pread my fail, ftanding away to the 
north as much as poffible, to get out of the 
current, 
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Just as I had fet my maft and fail, and thé 
boat began to ftretch away, I faw even by the 
clearnefs of the water, fome alteration of the cur- 
rent was néar; for where the current was fo {trong 
the water was foul; but perceiving the water 
clear, I found the current abate, and prefently 
found to the eaft, at about half a mile, a breach 
of the fea upon fome rocks; thefe rocks I found 
caufed the current to part again, and as the main 
ftrefs of it ran away more foutherly, leaving the 
rocks to the north eaft; fo the other returned _ 
by the repulfe of the rocks and made a ftrong 
eddy, which ran back again to the north-weit, 
with a very fharp ftream. 


Tuey who know what it is to have a reprieve 
brought to them upon the ladder, or to be re- 
{cued from thieves juft going to murder them; 
or, who have been in fuch like extremities, may 
euefs what my prefent furprife of joy was, and 
how gladly 1 put my boat into the ftream of 
this eddy and the wind alfo frefhning, how eladly 
I fpread my fail to it, running cheerfully before 
the wind, and with a ftrong tide or eddy under 
foot. 


Turs eddy carried me about a ledgue in my 
way back again diretly towards the ifland, but 
about two leagues more to the northward than. 

: ; the 
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the current which carried me away at firft; fo 
that when I came near the ifland, I found my- 
felf open to the northern fhore of it, that: is to 
fay, the other end of the ifland oppofite to that 
which I went out from: 


, WHEN I had made fome thing more than a 
league of way by the help of this current or 
eddy, I found it was fpent and ferved me no 
farther. However, I found that being. between 
the two great currents, (viz) that on the fouth- 
fide, which had hurried me away, and that on 
the north, which lay about a league on the other 
fide; I fay, between thefe two, in the wake of 
the ifland, I found the water at leaft ftill, and 
running no way, and having {till a breeze of wind 
fair for me, I kept on fteering direétly for the 
ifland, though not making fuch frefh way as 1] 
did before. 

Asout four a-clock in the evening, being 
then within about a league of the ifland, I found 
the point of the rocks which occafioned this 
_ difafter, ftretching out, as is defcribed before, 
to the fouthward, and cafting off the current 
more foutherly, had of courfe made another eddy 
to the north, and this I found very ftrong, but 
not dire€tly fetting the way my courfe lay: which 
was due weft, but almoft full north. . Flowever 


Q. having 
re 
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having a frefh gale, I ftretched a-crofs this eddy 
flanting north weft, and in about an hour came 
within about a mile of the fhore, where it being 
{mooth water I foon got to land. 


Wuen I was on fhore I fell on my knees, and 
gave God thanks for my deliverance, refolving 
to lay afide all thoughts of my deliverance by 
my boat, and refrefhing myfelf with fuch things 
as I had, I brought my boat clofe ‘to the fhore 
in a little cove that I had fpied under fome 
trees, and laid me down to fleep, being quite 
fpent with the labour and fatigue of the voyage. 


Iwas now at a great lofs which way to. get 
home with my boat, I had run fo much hazard, 
and knew too much of the cafe to think of attemp- 
ting it by the way I went out, and what might beat 
the other fide (I mean the weft fide) I knew not, nor 
had Iany mind to run any more ventures ; fo I only 
refolved in the morning to make my way weft- 
ward ‘along the fhore, and to fee if there was no 
creck where I might lay up my frigate in fafe- 
ty, fo as to have her again if I wanted her; 
in about three miles or there about, coafting the - 
fhore, I came to a very good inlet or bay about 
a mile over, which narrowed till it came to a 
very little rivulet or brook, where I found a very 
convenient harbour for my boat, and where fhe 


re lay 
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lay as if fhe had been in a little dock thade on 
purpofe for her; Herel put in, and havirig ftow- 
ed my boat very fafe, I went on fhore to look 
about me and fee where I was. 


I soon found I had but a little paft by the 
place where I had been before, when I travell- 
ed on foot to that fhore; fo taking nothing out 
of my boat, but my gun and my umbrella, for 
it was exceeding hot, I began my march; the 
way was comfortable enough after fuch a voyage 
as I had been upon, and I reached my old bower 
in the evening, where I found every thing ftanding 
as I leftit; for Il always kept it in good order; 
being as I faid before my country houfe. 


I cot over the fence, and laid me down in the 
fhade to reft my limbs; for I was very weary, 
and fell a fleep: but judge you, if you can, that 


read my ftory what a furprize I muft be in, | 
when I awaked out of my fleep by a voice cal- 


ling mé by my name feveral times Robin, Robin, 
Robin Crufoe, poor Robin Crufoe, where are you 
Robin Crufoe ? Where were you ? 


I was fo dead a fleep at firft, being fatigued 
with rowing or paddling, as it is called, the firft 
part of the day, and with walking the latter 


part that I did not wake thoroughly, but dozing — 


©. be- 
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between flecping and waking, :theught 1 dreamed 
that fome body {poke to me: but as ‘the voice 
continued to repeat Robin Crufoe; Robin Crutoe, 
at laft I began to. wake. more -perfeétly, and was 
at firft dreadfully frighted, and ftarted up in the 
utmoft confternation: but no fooner ‘were | my 
eyes open, but I faw my Poll fitting on the top 
of the hedge: and immediately knew ‘that it was 
he that fpoke tome; and juft in fuch bemoaning 
language as I ufed to talk to him and teach him; 
and he had learned it fo perfectly, that he would 
fit upon my finger, and lay his bill clofe to my 
face, and cry, “poor Robin Crufoe, where: are 
you? Where were you? How come you here ?” 
And fuch things as I. had taught him. 


However, even though I knew it -was the 
parrot, and that indeed it could be nobody ‘elfe 
it was a good’ while before I could compofe my- 
felf: firft, I was amazed how the creaturé got 
thither, and then, how he fhould juft keep about 
the place, and no where elfe:, but as I was-well 
fatisfied it could be no one but honeft Poll,’ I got 
it over: and holding out:my’/handj and calling 
him by his name, Poll, the fociable creature came 
to me and fat upon my thumb, as he ufed to 
do, and continued talking to me, ‘*. Poor Robin 
Crufoe, and how came I here? and where had 
{ been, juft as if he had been overjoyed. to. fee 

me 
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me.again ;'and fo Icarried him home along with 
8 a 


I now had enough of rambling to fea for 
fome time, and had enough to do for many days 


to fic ftill, and refiect upon the danger I had 


been in: I would have been very glad to have 
had my boat again on my fide of the ifland; but 
I knew not how it was practicable to get it about. 
As to the eaft fide of the ifland, which I had 
gone round, I knew well enough there was no 
venturing that way: nay my very heart would 
fhrink and my very blood run chill but to 
think of it ; and as to the other fide of the ifland 
I did not know how it might be there: but 
fuppofing the current ran with the fame force 
againft the fhore at the eait as it paffed by it 
on the other, I might run the fame rifk of being 
driven down the ftream, and carried by the ifland 
as I had been before, of being carried away from 
it; fo with thefe thoughts I contented myfelf to 
be without any boat, though it had been the 
produét of fo many months labour to make it, 
and of fo many more to get it into the fea. 


In this government of my temper, I remained 
near a year, lived a very fedate retired life, as 
you may well fuppofe; and my thoughts being 
very much compofed as to my condition, and 


Q 3 fully 
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fully comforted in refigning myfelf to the difpofi- 
tions of providence, | thought I lived really very 
happy in ail things, except that of fociety. 


_ Limproved myfelf in this time in all the me- 
chanick exercifes which my neceflities put me upon 


‘applying myfelf to, and I believe eould, upon 


occafion, make a very good carpenter; elpecially 
confidering how few tools I had. 


BEsipEs this, I arrived at an unexpected per- 
fection in my earthen ware, and contrived well 
enough to make them with a wheel, which I 
found infinitely eafier and better; becaufe I made 
things round and fhapeable, which before were 
filthy things indeed to look on. But I think I 
was never more vain of my own performance, 
or more joyful for any thing! found out, than for 
my being able to make a tobacco-pipe. And though 
it was a very ugly clumfy thing, when it was 
done, and only burnt red like other earthen ware, 
yet as it was hard and firm, and would draw the 
{moke, I was exceedingly comforted with it, for 
I had been always ufed to fmoke, and there were 
pipes in the fhip, but I forgot them at firft, not — 
thinking that there was tobacco in the ifland; and 
afterwards, when I fearched the fhip again, 1! 
could not come at any pipes at all. 


Ix 
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Iw my wicker-ware alfo I improved much, and 
made abundance of neceflary bafkets, as well as my 
invention fhewed me, though not very hand{fome, 
yet they were fuch as were very handy and con- 
venient for my laying things up in, or fetching 
things home in. For example, iff killed a goat 
abroad, I could hang it up in a tree, flay it and 
drefs it, and cut it in pieces, and bring it home 
in a bafket, and the like by a turtle, I could cut 
it up, take out the eggs, and a piece or two of 
the flefh, which was enough for me, and bring 
them home in a bafket, and leave the reft behind 
me. Alfo large deep bafkets were the receivers 
for my corn, which I always rubbed out as foon as it 
was dry, and cured, and kept it in great bafkets. 


I BEGAN now to perceive my powder abated 
confiderably, and this was a want which it was 
impoffible for me to fupply, and I began ferioufly to 
confider what I muft do when I fhould have no 
more powder; that is to fay, how I fhould do to 
kill any goat. I had, as is obferved in the third 
year of my being here, kept a young kid, and 
breed her up tame, and I was in hopes of 
getting a he-goat, but Icould not by any. means 
bring it to pals, ’till my kid grew an old goat; 
and I could never find in my heart to kill her, 
till fhe died at laft of meer age. 


Q 4 Bur 
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Bot being now in the 11th year of my refidence, 
and as I have faid, my ammunition growing low, 
I fet myfelf to ftudy fome art to trap and fhare 
the goats, to fee whether I could catch fome of 
them alive, and particularly I wanted a fhe goat 
great with young. 


To this pupofe I made fnares to hamper them, 
and I do believe they were more than once taken 
in them, but my tackle was not good, for I had 


no wire, and I always found them broken, and 
my bait devoured. 


Ar length I refolved to try a pit fall, fo I dug 
feveral large pits in the earth, in places where I 
had obferved the goats ufed to feed, and over 
thofe pits 1 placed hurdles of my own making 
too, with a great weight upon them; and feveral 
times I put ears of barley and dry rice, without 
fetting the trap, and I could eafily perceive that 
the goats had gone in and eaten up the corn, for 
I could fee the marks of their feet. At length I 
fet three traps in one night, and going the next 
morning I found them all ftanding, and yet the bait 
eaten and gone: this was very difcouraging. How 
ever, I altered my trap, and not to trouble you with 
particulars, going one morning to fee my traps, I 
found in one of thema large old he goat,and in one 
of the other, three kids, a male and two females. 


As 
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As to the old one, I knew not what to do with 
him, he was fo fierce I durft not venture to handle 
him; that is to fay, to go about to bring him away 
alive, which was what I wanted. I could have’ 
killed him, but that was not my bufinefs, nor would 
it anfwer my end. So e’en made a thift to let 
him out, and he ran away as if he had been 
frighted out of his wits: But I had forgot 
then what I had learned afterwards, that hunger 
will tame alion. If I had let him ftay there 
three or four days without food, and then have 
carryed him fome water to drink, and then a 
little corn, he would have been as tame as one of 
the kids, for they are mighty fagacious tractable 
creatures where they are well ufed. 


However, forthe prefent I let him go, knowing 
no better at that time; then I went to the three kids, 
and taking them one by one, I tied them with 
ftrings together, and with fome difficulty brought 
them all home. 


Twas a good while before they would feed, but 
throwing them fome fweet corn, it tempted them 
and they began to be tame; and now I found that 
if I expected to fupply myfelf with goat’s flefh when 
I had no powder or fhot left, breeding fome up 
tame was my only way, when perhaps I might have 
them about my houfe like a flock of fheep. 


Bur 
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But then it prefently. occured to me, that [ muft 
keep the tame from the wild, or elfe they would 
always run wild when they grew up, and the only, 
way for this was to have fome enclofed piece of 
ground well fenced either with hedge or pale, to 
keep them in fo effectually, that thofe within might 
not.break out, or thofe without break in. 


Turis was a great undertaking for one pair of 
hands, yet as I faw there was an abfolute neceffity 
of doing it, my firft piece of work was to find out a 
proper piece of ground, viz. where there was likely 
to be herbage for them to eat, water for them to 
drink, and cover to keep them from the fun. 


Txose who underftand fuch inclofures will think 

I had very little contrivance, when I pitched upon 
a place very’proper for all thefe,being a plain open 
piece of meadow-land or Savanna, (as our people 
call it in the weftern colonies,) which had two or 
three little drills of frefh water in it, and at one end 
was very woody. I fay they will {mile at my fore- 
caft, when I fhall tell them I began my. inclofing 
of this piece of ground in fuch,a manner, that my 
hedge or pale, muft have been at leaft two miles 
about. Nor was the madnefs of it fo great as to 
the compafs, for if it was ten miles about, I was 
like to have time enough to do it in. But I did not 
confider that my goats would be as wild in fo much 
4 - compafs 
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compafs as if they had had the whole ifland, and I 
fhould have fo much room to, chafe them in, that I 
fhould never catch them. 


My hedge was begun and carried on, I believe 
about fifty yards, when this thought occured to me, 
fo I prefently ftopt fhort, and for the firft begining, 
I refolved to inclofe a piece of about'150 yards in 
Jength, and 100 yards in breadth, which as it 
would maintain as many as I fhould have in any rea- 
fonable time, foas my ftock increafed, I could add 
more ground to my enclofure. 


Tuis was acting with fome prudence, and I 
went to work with courage. I was about three 
months hedging in the firft piece, and till I had 
done it I tethered the three kids in the beft part of it, 
andufed them to feed as near me as poflible, to make 
them familiar ; and very often 1 would go and carry 
them fome ears of barley, ora handful of rice, and 
feed them out of my hand; fo that after my enclo- 
fure was finifhed; and I let them loofe, they would 
follow me up and down bleating after me for a 
handful of corn. 


Tuis anfwered my end, and in about a year anda 
half I had a flock of about twelve goats, kids and 
all; and in two years more I had three and forty, 
befides feveral that I took and killed for my food. 

And 
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And after that, I enclofed five feveral pieces of 
ground to feed them in, with little pens to drive 
them into, to take them as I wanted, and gates 
out of one piece of ground into another. 


But this was not all, for now I not only had 
goats flefh to feed on when I pleafed, but milk too; 
a thing which indeed in my begining I did not fo 
much as think of, and which, when it came into my | 
thoughts, was really an agreeable furprize, For, 
now I fet up my dairy, and had fome times a gallon 
or twoofmilk inaday. And asnature, who gives 
fupplies of food to every creature, dictates even na- 
turally how to make ufe of it; fo Ithat had never 
milked a cow, much lefs.a goat, or had {fcarcely 
feen butter or cheefe made, only when I was a boy, 
though after a great many effays and mifcarriages, 
made me both butter and cheefe at laft,, and alfo 
falt, though I found it partly made to my hand, by 
the heat of the fun upon fome of the rocks of the 
fea, and never wanted it afterwards. How mercy- 
fully can our great creator treat his creatures, even 
in thofe conditions in which they feemed to be over- 
whelmed in deftruction ? How can he {weeten the 
bittereft providences, and give us caufe to praife 
him for dungeons and prifons? What a table. was 
here fpread for me in a wildernefs, where I daw 
nothing at firft but to perifh for hunger. 


Ir 
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Ir would have made a ftoic finile, to have feen 
me and my little family fit down to dinner; there 
was my majefty, the prince and lord of the whole 
ifland; I had the lives of all my fubjeéts at my 
abfolute command. I could hang, draw, give 
liberty and take it away, and no rebels among all 

-my fubjects. 


Tuen to fee how like a king I dined too, all 
valone attended by my fervants; Poll; as if hé had 
been my favourite; was the only perfon permitted 
to talk tome. My dog who was now grown ‘very 
old and crazy, and had found no fpecies to: multi- 
ply his kind upon, fat: always at my right hand, 
and two cats, one onvone fide the table, and oneon 
othe other, ‘expecting now and then’a bit from! my 
hand as a mark of fpecial favour. 


Bur thefe were not the two cats which I brought 
on fhore at firft, for they were both of them dead, 
and had been interred near my habitation by my 
own hand, butone of them having multiplyed by I 
‘Know not what kind of creature, thefe were two 
which I had preferved tame, whereas the: reft pun 
wild in the woods, and became indeed troublefome 
to me at laft; for they would often come into my 
houfe, and plunder me too, till at laf Iwas oblig- 
to fhoot them; and did kill a great many; “ac 
length they left me. With this attendance, and in 
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this plentiful manner I lived; neither could I be 
faid to want any thing but fociety, and of that in 
fome time after this, Iwas like to have too much. 


I Was fomething impatient, as I have obferved, 
to have the ufe of my boat, though very loth to run 
any more hazards; and therefore fometimes I fat 
contriving ways to get her about the ifland, and at 
other times I fat myfelf down contented enough | 
without her. But I had a ftrange uneafinefs in my 
mind to go down to the point of the ifland, where, 
as I have faid inmy laft ramble, I went up the hill 
to fee how the fhore lay, and how the current fet, 
that I might fee what 1 had to do: this inclination. 
encreafed upon me every day, and at leneth I re- 
folved to travel: thither by land, following the edge 
of the fhore; I did fo: but had any one in England 
been to meet fuch a man as I was, it muft either 
have frightened him, or raifed a great deal of laugh- 
ter; andas I frequently ftood flill to look at myfelf, 
Y could not but fmile at the notion of my travelling 
through Yorkfhire with fuch an equipage, and in 
fuch a drefs: be pleafed to take a fketch of my 
figure as follows. | 


Iuap a great high fhapelefs cap, made of goat’s 
fkin, with a flap hanging down behind, as well 
to keep the fun from me, as to fhoot the rain off » 
from running into my neck ; nothing being fo hurt- 

ful 
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ful in thefe climates, as the rain upon the flefh 
under the cloaths. 


I wap a fhort jacket of goat-fkin, the fkirts 
coming down to about the middle of my thighs ; 
and a pair of open kneed breeches of the fame, the 
breeches were made of the fkin of an old he-goat, 
whofe hair hung down fuch a length on either fide, 
that like pantaloons it reached to the middle of my 
leos; ftockings and fhoes I had none, but had 
made me a pair of fomethings, I fcarce know what 
to call them, like bufkins to flap over my legs, 
and Jace on either fide like fpatter-dafhes ; but of a 
moft barbarous fhape, as indeed were all the reft 
of my cloaths. 


I HAD ona broad belt of goat’s fkin dryed, 
which I drew together with two thongs of the fame, 
inftead of buckles, and in a kind of a frog. On 
either fide of.this, inftead of a fword and dagger, 
hung a little faw and a hatchet, one on one fide, 
and one on the other. I had another belt not fo 
broad, and faftened in the fame manner, which 
hung over my fhoulder; and at the end of it, under 
my left arm, hung two pouches, both made of 
goat’s {kin too; in one of which hung my powder, 
in the other my fhot: at my back I carried my 
bafket, and on my fhoulder my oun, and over my 
head a great clumfy uely goat-fkin umbrella, but 

which 
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which after all was the moft neceflary thing, I had 
about me, next to my gun: as for my face, the 
colour of it was really not fo mulatto like, as one 
might. expect from aman not at all careful of it, 
and living within nineteen degrees of the equinox. 
My beard I had once fuffered to grow till it was 
about a quarter of a yard long; but as I had both 
{ciffars and razors fufficient, I had cut it-pretty 
fhort, except what grew on my upper lip, which 
{ had trimmed -into a large pair of Mahometan 
whifkers, fuch as I had feen worn by the Turks, 
whom I faw at Sallee;. for the Moors. did not 
wear fuch, though the Turks did: of thefe mufta- 
chios or whifkers, I will not fay they were long 
enough to hang my hat upon them; but they were 
of a length and fhape monftrous enough, and fuch 
as in England would have paffed for frightful. 


Bur all this is by the bye; for as to my figure, I 
had fo few to obferve; that it was of no manner of 
confequence ; fo I. fay no more to that part. In 
this kind of figure I went my.new journey, and was 
out five or fix days. I travelled firft along the fea- 
fhore, directly to the place where I firft brought my 
boat to an anchor, to get up uponthe rocks; and 
having no boat now to take care of, I went over the 
land a nearer way to the fame height that I was up- 
‘on before, when looking forward to the point of the 


rocks which lay out, and which I was obliged to 
double 
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double with my boat, as is faid above, I was fur: 
prized to fee the fea all fmooth and quiet; no 
tripling, no motion, no current, any more there 
than in other places. 


1 was at a flrange lofs to underftand this, and 
refolved to {pend fome time in the obferving it, to 
fee if nothing from the fets of the tide had occafioned 
it; but l was prefently convinced how it was, viz. 
That the tide or ebb fetting from the weft, and 
joining with the current of waters from fome great 
river on the fhore, muft be the occafion of this 
current; and that according as the wind blew 
more forcibly from the weft, or from the north, 
this current came nearer, or went farther from’ the 
fhore; for waiting thereabouts till evening, I went 
up to the rock again, and then the tide of ebb 
being made, I plainly faw the current again as 
before, only that it ran farther off, being near half 
a league from the fhore; whereas in my cafe, it fet 
clofe upon the fhore, and hurried me, and my canoe 
along with it, which at another time it would not 
have done: 


Tuis obfervation convinced me, that’ I-had ‘ho: 
thing to do, but obferve the ebbing and the flowing 
of the tide, and I might very eafily bring my boat 
about the ifland again; but when I began to think 
of putting it in practice, I had fuch a terror upon 

R my 


24.2 ADVENTURES OF 


my fpirits at the remembrance of the danger I had 
been in, that I could not think of it again “asic any 
patience; but on the contrary, I took up another 
refolution which was more fafe, though more la- 
‘borious; and this was, that I would build or rather 
make me another periagua or canoe: and fo have 
one for one fide of the ifland, and one for the other. 


You are tou fe that now I had, as I may 


+} 


call it, two plantations land; one, my little 


wall about it under 
the rock; with the cave ve ind me; which by this 


time I had enlarged into feveral apartments or caves, 


ne 
fs 
th 
Lak 


fortification or tent, is 


one within another.. One of thefe which was the 
drieft, and largefty and had a door out beyond my 
wall or fortification; that ts to fay, beyond where 
my wall joined to the rock, was all filled up with 
jarge earthen pots, of which I have given an ac- 
count, and with fourteen or fifteen great bafkets, 
which would hold five or fix bufhels each; where lL 
laid up my ftores of p provifion; efpecially my corn, 
fome in the ear cut off fhort from the ftraw, and the 
other rubbed out wit ae my hand. 


As for my wall, madeas before, with long ftakes - 
or piles, thofe piles grew all like trees, and were 
by this time grown fo big, and fpread fo very much, 


b 


that there was not the leaft appearance to any one’s 
view of any habitation behind them. 
NEAR 
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Near this dwelling of mine, but a little farther 

within the land, and upon lower eround, lay my 
‘ oO 2 

two pieces of corn ground; which I kept daily 
cultivated, and fowed, and which duly yielded me 
their harveft, in its feafon; “and whenever I had 
occafion for more corn, I had more land adjoining 
as fit as that. 


Brsipes this, I had my country-feat, and I had 
now 4 tolerable plantation there alfo; for firft I 
had my little bower, as I called it, which [kept in 
repair; that is to fay, I kept the hedge which cir- 
cled it in, conftantly fitted up to its ufual height, 
the ladder ftanding always in the infide: I kept 
the trees which at firft were no more than my ftakes; 
but were now grown very firm and tall; I kept 
them always fo cut that they might fpread, and 
srow thick and wild, and make the more agreeable 
fhade, which they did effectually to my mind. In 
the middle of this I had my tent always ftanding; 
being a piece of a fail fpread over poles fet up for 
that purpofe, and which never wanted any repair 
or renewing, and under this I had made me a 
{quab or couch, with the fkins of the creatures I 
had killed, and with other foft things, and a blan- 
ket laid on them, fuch as belonged to our fea 
bedding which I had faved, and a great watch coat 
‘to cover me; and here, whenever | had occafion to 


R 2 be 
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be abfent from my chief feat I took up my country 
habitation. 


ADJOINING to this I had my enclofures for my 


cattle, that is to fay, my goats; and as I had 


taken an inconceivable deal of pains to fence and 
enclofe this ground, Iwas fo uneafy to. fee it kept 

entire, left the goats fhould break through, that 
i never left off ’tull with infinite labour.I had ftuck 
the outfide of the hedge fo full of fmall ftakes, 
and fo near to one another, that it was rather a 
pale than a hedge, and there was fcarce room to 
put a hand through between them, which after- 
wards when thofe ftakes grew, as they all did in 
the next rainy feafon, made the enclofure ftrong 
like a wall, indeed ftronger than any wall. 


Tus will teftify for me that I was not idle; 
and that I fpared no ae to bring to pafs what- 
ever appeared neceffary for my comfortable fup- 
port; for I confidered the keeping up a breed of 
tarne creatures thus at my hand, would be a living 
magazine of flefh, milk, butter, and cheefe for 
me as long as I lived in-the place, if it were to be 
forty years, and that keeping them in my reach, 


depended en ~ rely upon my perfecting my enclofures 


1 a 
L 


to fuch a degree, that I might be fure of keeping 
them together; which by this method indeed I fo 
effectually iecured, that when thefe little ftakes 


be- 
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began to grew, I had planted them fo very thick 
I was forced to pull fome of them up again, 


In this place alfo Il had my grapes growing, which 
I principally depended on for my winter ftore of 
raifins, and which I never failed to preferve very 
carefully, as the beft and moft agreeable dainty of 
my whole dict; and indeed they were not agreeable 
only, but phyfical, wholfome, and retrefhing to 
the lait degree, 


As this was alfo about half way between my other 
habitation, and the place where I had laid up my 
boat, I generally ftayed, and lay here in my 
way thither; for Tufed frequently to vifit my boat 
and I kept all things aboutor belonging to, her in 
very good order; fometimes I went out in her to 
divert myfelf, but no more hazardous ikl 
would I go, nor fcarce even above a ftone’s caft or 
two from the fhore, I was fo apprehenfive of being 
hurried out of my Knowledge again by the cur- 
rents, or a or any other accident: but now [ 
came to a new {cene of my life. 


ir happened one day about noon going towards 
my boat, I was exceedingly furprized with the 
print of aman’s naked foot on the fhore, which 
was very plain tobe feen in the fand: ! ftood like one 
thunder-ftruck, or as if I had feen an apparition ; 
R 3 I liften-- 


Are 
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I liftened, I looked round me, I could hear 
nothing, nor fee any thing; I went up to 4 
rifing ground to look farther, I went up the fhore, 
and down the fhore:but it was all one, I could fee 
10 other imprefion but that one; I went to it again 
to fee if there were any more, and to obferve if it 
might not be my fancy; but there was no room for 
that, for there was exactly the very print of a foot, 
toes, heel, and every part of a foot; how came it 
thither I knew not, nor could I in the leaft 
imagine; but after jnnumerable fluttering thoughts 
like a man perfectly Aes, and out of myfelf, i 
game home to my fortification, not feeling, as we 
fay, the ground I went on, but terrified to the laft 
degree, looking be hind me at every two or three 
fteps, miftaking every buth and tree, and fancying 
every ftump at a diftance, to be a man: Nor is it 
poflible to defcribe how many varlous fhapes my 
affrighted imagination reprefented things to me in, 
how many wild ideas were found every moment in 


a 


my fancy, ana what {range unaccountable 


whimfies came into my thoughts by the way. 


WHEN I came to. my ca ftle, for fo I think I called 
it ever after this, .1-fied into it like one purfued ; 
whether I went over by the.ladder,,as firft contrived, 
or went in atthe hole in the rock, whichI ca led. 

Si 


adoor, | cannot remember; no, nor could I 


1 » | . 
remember the near morning, for ever trignted 
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hare fled to cover, or fox to earth, with more 
terror of mind than | to this retreat. 


I sLePptT none that pe $ the farther I was from 
the occafion of my frig he greater my appre- 
henfions were, which 3 18 pric contrary to the 
nature of fuch things, and efpecially to the ufual 
practice of all creatures in fear: But I was fo 
embarafled with my own frightful ideas of the 
thing, that I formed nothing but difmal imagi- 
nations to m yfelf, even though I was now a great 
way off it. Sometimes I fancied it muft be.the 
devil, and reafon joined with me upon this fup- 
pofition; for sis fhould any other thing in human 
fhape come into the place? Where was the vefiel 


: ¢ 1 + et aN ATi =) al ra 1 ae ye | 

that brought them? What marks were there of 
7 i a Pe | EN ri] 

any other footfte ps? And how was it poffible a 


man fhould come there? But then to think that 
Satan fhould take human fhape upon him in fuch 
a piace, where there could be no manner of occa- 
fion for it, but to leave the print of his toot be- 
hind him, and that even for no purpofe too, for he 
could not be fure I. fhould fee ity this. was an 


1 j Wi a a 

amufement the other way; I confidered that the 
ae) es i | > fe Ee ee wmaAaAnrea fe oh 

devil might have found fost abundance of othe: 
bea ter Aap c syd me eal e tite nH hre se +1 a 

Ways to have Terrified me, rather tnan this or the 


acd ; Le: pee Te lied a at 

Laan omaha nent 2 { tee FAA 3a waeYa y1iite .t a 

jnsie print Of a foot; that as i livec 1 quite on the 
re) i 


OEP AM folie”: GS. yy ee Kaa 
other fide of the ifland, he would never have been 
- loa xrTaa 
fo fimple to leaye a mark in ap cua where it was 

~ 
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ten thoufand to one whether I fhould ever fee it 
or not, and in the fand too, which the firft furge 
of the fea, upon a high wind, would have defaced 
entirely: all this feemed inconfiftent with the 
thing itfelf, and with all the notions we ufually 
entertain of the fubtilty of the devil. 


Asunpance of fuch things as thofe affifted to 
argue me out of all the apprehenfions of its being 
the devil; and I prefently concluded then, that it 
muft be fome more dangerous creature, viz. that 
it muft be fome of the favages of the main land 
over-againft me, who had wandered out to fea in 
their canoes, and either driven by the currents or 
by contrary winds, had made the ifand, and had 
been on fhore, but were gone away again to fea, 
being as loath, perhaps, to have ftayed in this 
defolate ifland, as I would have been to have had 


them. 


Wui et thefe reflections were rolling upon my. 
mind, I was very thankful inmy thoughts that I 
was fo happy as not to be thereabouts at that time, 
or that they did not fee my boat, by which they. 
would have concluded that fome inhabitants had 
been in the place, and perhaps have fearched far- 
ther for me: then terrible thoughts racked my 
imagination, about their finding out my boat, 
and that there were people here; and that if they. 


did 
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oJ 


did I fhould certainly have them come again in 
greater numbers, and devour me; that if it fhould 
happen fo that they fhould not find me, yet they 
would find my enclofure, deftroy ali my corn, 
carry away all my flock of tame goats, and I fhould 
perifh at laft for mere want. 


Thus my fear banifhed all my religi 


ate 
WU 
one 


us hopes, 
A 

ll that former bain Ee : 

all that former confidence in ‘God° whi es was 


founded u upon fuch wonde rful experience as | had 
had of his goodnefs now vanifhed, as if he that had 


fed me by miracle hitherto, could not preferve by 
his power, the provifion which he had made.for 
mé by his goodnefs: I reproached myfelf with my 
lazinefs that would not fow any more ccrn one 
year than would juft ferve me till the next feafon, 
as if no accident would intervene to prevent my 
enjoying the crop that was upon the ground ; and 
this I thought fo juft a reproof, that I reiolved 
for the future to have two or three years corn be- 
fore hand, fo that whatever might come. I might 
not perifh for want of bread. 


‘How ftrange a chequer-work of providence is 
the life of man, and by what fecret different {prings 
are the affections hurried about as different cir- 
cumftances prefent | to-day we love, what to-mor- 
row we hate; to-day we feek what to-morrow we 
fhun; to-day we defire what to-morrow we fear, 

nay 
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nay even tremble at the apprehenfi ons of; this was 
exemplified. in me at this time in the moft lively 
manner imaginable ; for I whofe only affliction was, 
that I feemed banifhed from human fociety, that 
Iwas alone, circumicribed by the boundlefs ocean, 
cut off from mankind, and condemned to what 
I called filent life; that I was as one whom hea- 

en u mrues ht not worthy to be numbered among 
the living, or to eile among the reft of his 
creatures ; that to have feen one of my own {pe- 
cies, would have foarthaalia to me araifing me from 


4 363 4 i +f lita Cal L > 7 on 
death to life, and the greateft bleffing that heaven 
oot es Like A hj A oa <7 
itielf, next to the tt blefline of falvation, 


was ready to fink into. the ground at but the 
fhadow or filent appearance o 
his foot in the ifland. 
SucuH is the uneven ftate o | 
it attorded me a great many curious {pec ulations 
aiterwards when I hada little recovered my. firft 
furprize: I confidered, that this was the flation 
of life the ir finitely. wife and good providence of: 
God had determined. for me; that as I could not 
forefee what the ends cf divine wifdom might be 
70, asl was his creature, ‘ddd undoubtec jah 
by creation to govern and difpofe of me abfolute- 


ly 
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ly as he thought fit, and who, as I was a crea- 
ture that had offended him, had Jikewife a judicial 
right to condemn me to what punifhment he 
thought fit, and that it was my part to fubmit to 
bear his indignation, becaufe I had finned againft 
him. 


I then reflected, that God, who was not only 
righteous but omnipotent, as he had thought fit 
thus to punifh and afflict me, fo he was able to 
deliver me; that if he did not think fit to do it, 
it was my unqueftioned duty to refign myfelt ab- 
folutely and entirely to his will: and, on the 
other hand, it was me sig alfo to ssi in him, 


islle uc 


dab Sians ar his daily aelianae 


Tuese thoughts took me up many hours, days, 
nay, 1 may fay, weeks and months; and one 
particular effect of my cogitations on this occafion 
I cannot omit, viz. one morning early lying in 
my bed, and filled with thoughts about my dan- 
ger from the appearance ay avages, | found it 
difcompofed me very much, upon which thofe 
words of the ict riptul re came into my thoughts, 
«< Call upon me in the da of trouble and I will 
deliver thee, and thou fhalt glorify me.’ 


Upon 


moh 


\ 


. 
Gg 
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Upow this rifing chearfully out of my _ bed, 
my heart was not only comforted, but I was 
guided and encouraged to pray earneftly to God 
for deliverance: when I had done praying, I took 
up my bible and opening it to'read, the firft words 
that prefented to me, were ‘ Wait on the Lord, 
and be of good cheer and he fhall ftrengthen thy 
heart ; wait, I fay on the Lord.” It is impoffible 
to exprefs the comfort this gave me. Jn anfwer, 
I thankfully laid down the book, and was no more 
fad, at leaft on that occafion. 


{n the middle of thefe cogitations, apprehenfions, 
and reflections, it came into my thoughts one 
day, that all this might be a mere chimera of my 
own, and that this foot might be the print of my 
own foot, when I came on fhore from my boat; 
‘this cheered me up a little too, and I began to 
perfuade myfelf it was all a delufion, that it was 
elfe but my own foot, and why might 
not I come that way from the boat, as well as I - 
was going that way to the boat? Again, I con- 
fidered alio that I could by no means tell for cer- 
tain where I had trod, and where I had not; and 
that if at laft this was only the print of my own 
foot, | had played the part of thofe fools who 
{trive to make ftories of fpectres and apparitions, 
and then are frighted at them more than any 


Cc 
body. 


Now 
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Now I began to take courage, and to peep 
abroad again, for I had not ftirred out of my 
caftle for three days and nights, fo that I began 
to ftarve for provifions; for I had little or no- 
thing «within doors but fome barley cakes and 
water: then I knew that my goats wanted to be 
milked too, which ufually was my evening di- 
verfion; and the poor creatures were in great pail 
and inconvenience for want of it, andI found 
by experience that it had done them abundance of 
hurt to neglect milking them. 


HearTENnInG myfelf therefore with the belief 
that this was nothing but the printofone of my 
own feet, and fo I might be truly {aid to ftart at 
my own fhadow, 1 beganto go: abroad again, 
and went to my country-houfe to milk my flock: 
but to fee with what fear I went forward, how 
often I looked behind me, how I was ready every 
now and then to lay down my bafket -and run for 
my life; it would have made any one have thought 
I was haunted with an evil confcience, or tha 
I had been lately moft terribly frighted, and f 
indeed I had. 


However, as I went down thus two or three 
days, and having feen nothing, I began to be a 
little bolder, and to think there was’ really no- 
thing in it but my own imagination; but I’ could 

not 
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not perfuade myself fully of this, till I fhould 
go down to the fhore again; and fee this print 
of a foot and meafure it by my own, and fee if 
there was any fimilitude or fitnefs, that 1 might 
be affured it was my own foot; but when I 
came to the place, firft, it appeared evidently to 
me, that when I laid up my boat I could not 
poffibly be on fhore any where thereabout. © Se- 
condly when, I came to meafure the mark with 
my own foot, I found my foot not fo large by a great 
deal: both thefe things filled my head with new 
imaginations, and gave me the vapours again to 
the higheft degree, fo that I fhook with cold like 
one in an ague; and I went home again, filled 
with the etiet that fome man or men had been 
on fhore there: or, in fhort that the ifland was .- 
inhabited, and I might be furprifed before I was 
aware; and what courfe to take for my fecurity 
t knew not. 


O wnat ridiculous refolutions men take whert 
poffeffed with fear! it deprives them of the ufe 
of thofe means which reafon offers for their relief. 
The firft thing I propofed to myfelf was, to throw 
down my enclofures, and turn all my tame cattle 
wild into the woods, left the enemy fhould find 
them, and then frequent the ifland in profpect of 
the fame; or the like booty, then to the fimple 
thing of digging up my two corn fields, left they 


fhould 
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fhould find fuch a grain there, and ftill be prompt- 
ed to frequent the ifland; then to demolith my 


bower and tent, that they might not fee any vef= 
tages of habitation, and be ri Cali to look far- 


ther, in order to find out the perfons inhabiting. 


TueEse were the fubject of the firft night’s 
cogitation after Iwas come home again while the 
apprehenfions which had fo over-run my mind w 
frefh upon me, and my head was as full of va- 
el a as above: thus fear of danger is ten thou- 


S 5 
se aly to the eyes; and we find the burthen of 
anxiety greater by much than the evil which we 
are anxious sa and which was worfe than all 
this, 1 had not that relief in this trouble from 


the Sted : ufed to practife that I hoped. to 
have. I looked, I thought, like Saul 
plained not only that the Philiftines were upon him; 

but that God had forfaken him; for I did not 
now take due ways to eas my mind by 
erying to God in my diftrefs, and re 


efung upon 
his providence, as I had done before, for my -de- 

I ’ y 
fence and deliverance; which if I had done, I 
had at ee been more chearfully fupported under 
this new furprife, and perhaps carried stisbuat it 
with more refolution. 
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Tus confufion of my thoughts kept me wak- 
ing all night, but in the morning I fell afleep; 
and having, by the amufement of my mind been, 
as it were tired and my fpirits exhaufted, I flept 
very foundly, and waked much better compofed: 
than I had ever been before; and now I began 
to think fedately, and upon the utmoft debate 
with myfelf, I concluded, that this ifland which 
was fo exceeding pleafant, fruitful, and no farther 
from the main land than as I had feen, was not fo 
entirely abandoned as I might imagine; that al- 
though there were no ftated inhabitants who 
lived on the fpot, yet that there might fome- 
times come boats off from the fhore, who either 
with defign, or pe ae never but when they were 
driven by crofs wind might 
that I had lived here fifteen years now, and had 
-not met with the leaft fhadow or figure of any 
people yet; and that if at any time they fhould 


be driven here, it was probable they went away 


it come to this place ; : 


again as foon as ever they could, feeing they had. 
never thought fit to fix here upon any occafion to 
this time; that the moft I could fuggeft any dan- 
ger from was from any fuch cafual accidental land- 
ing of ftrageling people from the main, who, as 
it was likely, if they were driven hither, were here 
againit their wills; fo they made no ftay here, but 
went off again with all poffible ne feldom ftay- 
ing one night on fhore, left they fhould not have 

the 
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thé help of the tides, and day-light back again ; 
and that therefore 1 had nothing to do but to con- 
fider of fome fafe retreat, in cafe I fhould fee any 
{avages land upon the fpot. 


Now I began forely to repent that I had dug 
my cave fo large as to bring a door through again, 
which door, as I faid, came out beyond where my 
fortification joined to the rock; upon maturely 
confidering this therefore, I refolved to draw me 
a fecond fortification, in the fame manner, of a 
femi-circle, at a diftance from my wall juft where 
I had planted a double row of trees about twelve 
years before, of which I made mention: thefe 
trees having been planted fo thick before, they 


wanted but a few piles to be driven between them, . 
that they fhould be thicker and ftronger, and my. 


wall would be foon finifhed. 


So that I had now a double wall, and my outer 
wall was thickened with pieces of timber, old 
cables, and every thing I could think of, to make 
it ftrong; having in it feven littles holes, about 
as big as I might put my arm out at, in the 
infide of this I thickened my wall to above ten 
feet thick, with continual bringing earth out of my 
cave, and laying it at the foot of the wall and 
walking upon it; and through the feven holes 


T contrived to plant the mufquets, of which I 
S took 
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took notice that I got feven on fhore out of the 
fhip; thefe I fay, I planted like my cannon, and 
fitted them into frames that held them like a car- 
riage, that fo I could fire all the feven euns in 
two minutes time: this wall I was many a weary 
month a finifhing, and yet never thought myfelf 
fafe till it was done. 


Wuewn this was done I ftuck all the ground 
without my wall, for a great length every way, 
as full with ftakes or fticks, of the ofier like wood, 
which I found fo apt to grow, as they could well 
ftand; infomuch that 1 believe I might fet in near 
twenty thoufand of them, leaving a pretty large 
{pace between them and my wall that I might 
have room to fee an enemy, and they might have 
no fhelter from the young trees, if they attempted 
to approach my outer wall. 


Tuus in two years time I had a thick grove, 
and.in five or fix years time I had a wood before 
my dwelling, growing fo monftrous thick and 
{trong that it was indeed perfectly impaffable, and 
no men of what kind foever would ever imagine 
that there was any thing beyond it, much lefs a 
habitation : as for the way which I propofed to my-_ 
felf to go in and out, for I left no avenue, it was by 
fetting two ladders, one to a part of the rock which 
was low, and then broke in, and left room to 

place 
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another ladder upon that; fo when the two lad- 
ders were taken down, no man living could come 
down to me without mifchieving himfelf; and if 
they had come down they were ftill on the outfide 
of my outer wail. 


Tuus I took all the meafures human prudence 
could fuggeft for my own prefervation; and it 
will be feen at leneth, that they were not alto- 
eether without juft reafon; though I forefaw no- 
thing at that time more than my mere fear fug- 
gefted to me. 


Wui te this was doing, I was not altogether 
earelefs of my other affairs; for I had a great 
‘concern upon me for my little herd of goats ; they 
were not only a prefent fupply to me on every 
occafion, and began to be fufficient for me with- 
out the expence of powder and fhot, but alfo with- 
out the fatigue of hunting after the wild ones ; 
and I was loth to lofe the advantage of them and 
to have them all to nurfe up over again. 


To this purpofe, after long confideration, | 
could think of but two ways to preferve them ; 
one was to find another convenient place to dig 
a cave under ground, and to drive them into it 
every night ; and the other was to enclofe two or 
three little bits of land, remote from one another 

See and 
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and as much concealed as ] could, where I migh¢ 
keep about half a dozen young goats in” each 
place; fo that if any difafter happened tothe flock - 
in general, I might be able to raife them again 
with little trouble and time: and this, though it 
would require a great deal of time and labour, 
[ thought was the moft rational defign. 


_ Accordingly I ‘fpent fome time to find out the 
moft retired part of the ifland; and I pitched upon 
one which was as private indeed as my heart 
could. with for, it was a little damp piece of 
ground in the middle of the. hollow and thick 
woods, where, as is obferyed, I almoft loft myfelf 
once before, endeavouring to.come back that way 
from the eaftern part of the ifland: here I found 
a clear piece of land near three acres, fo fur- 
rounded with woods that it was almoft an en- 
clofure by nature, at leaft it did not want near 
{fo much labour to make it fo as the other pieces 
of ground I had worked {0 hard at. 


TimMEDIATELY went to work with this plece of 
ground, and in lefs than a month’s time I had fo 
fenced it round, that my flock or herd, call it 
which you pleafe, who were not fo wild now as at 
firft they might be fixppofed to be, were wel 
enough fecured init: fo, without any farther delay, 


removed ten young fhe goats and two he-goats to 
this 
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#hiis piece; and when they were there, I continued 
to perfect the fence, till I had made it as fecure as 
the other, which, however, I did at more leifure, 
and it took me up more time by a great deal. All 
this labour I was at the expence of, purely from 
my apprehenfions on the account of the print of 
a man’s foot, which I had feen: for as yet I never 
faw any human creature come near the ifland, and 
I had now lived two years under thefe uneafineffes, 
which indeed made my life much lefs comfortable 
than it was before; as may well be imagined by 
any who know what it js to live in the conftant 
fnare of the fear of man; and this I muft obferve 
with grief too, that the difeompofure of my mind, 
had too great impreffions alfo upon all the religious 
part of my thoughts; for the dread and terror of 
falling into the hands of favages and cannibals, lay 
fo upon my fpirits, that I feldom found myfelf in 
a due temper for application to my maker, at leaft 
not with the fedate calmnefs and refignation of foul 
which I was wont to do; I rather prayed to God, as 
under creat affliction and prefiure of mind, furround- 
ed with danger, and in expectation every night of 
being murthered and devoured before morning : And 
I mutt teftify from my experience, that a temper of 
peace, thankfulnefs, love and ailection, is much 
more the proper frame for prayer than that of terror 
and difcompofure; and that under the dread of mif- 
chief impending, a man is no more fit for a com- 
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forting performance of the duty of praying to God, 
than he is for a repentance on a fick bed; for thefe 
difcompofures affect the mind as the others do the 
body; and the difcompofure of the mind muft ne- 
ceffarily be as greata difability as that of the body, 
and much greater; praying to God being properly 
an act of the mind, ' not of the body. 


Bur to goon: after I had thus fecured one part 
of my little living ftock, I went about the whole 
ifland, fearching for another private place to make 
fuch another depofit, when wandering more to the 
welt point of the ifland than I had ever done yet, 
and locking out to fea, I thought I faw a boat 
upon the fea at a great diftance, I had found a 
peripective glais or two, in one of the feamen’s 
chefts, which I faved out of our fhip, but I had it 
not about me: and this was fo remote that I could 
not tell what to make of it, though I looked at it 
till my eyes were not able to hold to look any long- 
er; whether it was a boat or not, I do not k now, 
Ae as I defcended from the hill, I could fee no more 
of it, fo I gave it over, only I refolved to go no 
more out without a perfpective glafs inmy pocket. 


WueEn I was come down the hill, to the end 
of the ifland, where indeed I had never been before, 
I was prefently convinced, that the feeing the print 
of a man’s foot was not fuch a ftrange thing in the 
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ifland as I imagined; and but that it wasa fpecial 
providence that I was caft upon the fide of the ifland 
where the favages never came, I fhould eafily have 
known that nothing was more frequent than the ca- 
noes from the main, when they happened to be a 
little too far out at fea to fhoot over to that fide of 
the ifland for harbour ; likewife as they often met and 
fought in their canoes, the victors having taken 
any prifoners would bring them over to this fhore, 
where according to their dreadful cuftoms, being all 
cannibals, they would kill and eat them; of which 
hereafter. 


Wuen I was come down the hill to the fhore, as 
{ faid above, being the S. W, point of the ifland, I 
was perfectly confounded and amazed, nor is it 
pofible for me to exprefs the horror of my mind at 
feeing the fhore fpread with flculls, hands, feet, and 
other bones of human bodies; and particularly I 
obferved a place where there had been a fire made, 
and a circle dug in the earth, like a cock-pit, 
where it is fuppofed the favage wretches had fat 
down to their inhuman feaftings, upon the bodies 
of their fellow creatures, 


Iwas fo aftonifhed with the fight of thefe things 
that I entertained no notions of my danger to my- 
{elf from it, for along while: all my apprehenfions 
were buried in the thoughts of fuch a pitch of 

mi inhuman 
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inhuman, hellifh brutality, and the horror of the 
degeneracy of human nature, which though I had 
heard of often, yet I never had fo near a view of be- 
fore; in’ fhort, I turned away my face from the 
horrid fpectacle; my. ftomach grew fick, and I was 
jutt at the point of fainting when nature difcharged 


the diforder from-my ftomach, and having vomit- 


ed with an uncommon violence, Iwas alittle relieved, 
but could not bear to ftay in the place a moment; 
fo I got me up the hill again with all the {peed I 


could, and walked on towards my own habitation. 


When IJ came a little out of that part of the 
ifland, I ftood ftill a while, as amazed, and then 
recovering myfelf I looked up with the utmoft af- 
fection of my foul, and with a flood of tears in my 
eyes, gave God thanks, that had caft my firft lot 


in apart of the world where I was diftinguifhed 


from fuch dreadful creatures as thefe; and that 
though I had efteemed my prefent condition very 
miferable, had yet given me fo many comforts in 
it, that I had {till more to give thanks for than to 
complain of; and this above all, that I had even 
in this miferable condition been comforted with 
the knowledge of himfelf, and the hope of his 
bleffing, which was afelicity more than fufficiently 
equivalent toall the mifery which I had fuffered or 
could fuffer. F 


In 
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{wn this frame of thankfulnefs I went home to 
my caftle, and began to be much eafier now as to 
the fafety of my circumftances than ever I was be- 
fore: for 1 obferved, that thefe wretches never 
came to this ifland, in fearch of what they could 
get; perhaps not feeking, nor wanting, or not 
expecting any thing here; and having often, no 
doubt, been up in the covered woody part of it, 
without finding any thing to their purpofe. I knew 
I had been here now almoft eighteen years, and 
never faw the leaft footfteps of human creature 
there before; and I might be eighteen years more 
as entirely concealed, as I was now, if I did not 
difcover myfelf to them, which I had no manner of 
occafion to do, it being my only bufinefs to keep 
myfelf entirely concealed where I was, unlefs 
found a better fort of creatures than canibals to 
make myfelf known to. 


Yer I entertained fuchan abhorrence of the favage 
wretches, that I have been {peaking of, and of the 
wretched inhuman cuftom, of their devouring and 
eating one another up, that I continued penfive and 
fad and kept clofe within my own circle for almoft 
two years after this: when I fay my own circle, I 
mean by it my three plantations, viz. my caftle, my 
country-feat, which I called my bower, and my 
enclofure in the woods; nor did I look at this 
after for any other ufe than as an enclofure for my 
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goats; for the averfion which nature gave me to 
thefe hellifh wretches was fuch, that I was as fearful 
of feeing them, .as of feeing the devil himfelf; nor 
did I fo much as go to look after my boat, in all 
this time, but began rather to think of making me 
another; for I could not think of ever making any 
more attempts to bring the other boat round the 
ifland to me} leaft I fhould meet with fome of 
thefe creatures at fea; in which if I had happened 
to have fallen into their hands, I knew what would 
have been my lot. 


Time, however, and the fatisfaction I had that 

J was in no danger of being difcevered by thefe 
people, began to wear off my uneafinefs about 
them, -and I began to live juit in the fame compoted 
manner as before, only with this difference, that I 
ufed more caution, and kept my eyes more. about 
me than I did before, left I fhould happen to be 
feen by any of them; and particularly, I was more 
cautious of firing my gun, left any of them being 
on the ifland fhould happen to hear it, and it 
was therefore a very good providence to me that I 
had furnifhed myfelf with a tame kind of goats that 
I need not hunt any more abont the woods, or 
fhoot at them; and if I did catch any of them after 
this, it was by traps and fnares, as I had done be- 
fore; fo that for two years after this, I believe I 
never fired my gun once off, though I never went 
: | out 
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out without it; and which wasmore, as I had faved 
three piftols out of the fhip, I always carried them 
out with me, or at leaft two of them, fticking them 
in my goats-fkin belt; alfo I furbithed up one of 
the great cutlaffes that I had out of the fhip, and 
made me a belt to put it on alfo; fo that I was now 
a moft formidable fellow to look at when I went 
abroad, if you add to the former defcription of my- 
felf, the particular of two piftols, and a great broad 
fword hanging at my fide in a belt, but without a 
{cabbard. 


Tunes going on thus, asI have faid, for fome 
time, I feemed, excepting thefe cautions, to be re- 
duced to my former calm fedate way of living: all 
thefe things tended to fhewing me more and more, 
how far my condition was from being miferable, 
compared to fome others; nay, to many other 
particulars of life, which it might have pleafed 
God to have made my lot. It put me upon refleé- 
ing, how little repining there would be among 
mankind, at any condition of life, if people would 
rather Compare their condition with thofe that were 
worfe, in order to be thankful, than be always 
comparing them with thofe which are better, to 
aflift their murmurings and complainines. 


As in my prefent condition there were not really 
many things,which I wanted, fo indeed I thought 
that 
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that the frights that I had been in about thefe fa- 
vage wretches, and the concern I had been in for 
my own prefervation, had taken off the edge of 
my invention, for my own conveniencies: and I 
had dropped a good defign which I had once bent 
my thoughts too much upon, and that was to try 
if I could not make fome of my barley into malt, 
and then try to brew myfelf fome beer: this was 
really a whimfical thought, and I reproved myfelf 
often for the fimplicity of it; for I prefently faw, 
there would be the want of feveral things neceflary 
to the making my beer, that it would be impoffible 
for me to fupply; as firft, cafks to preferve it in, 
which was a thing that, as I have obferved already, 
{ could never. compafs; no, though I fpent not 
only many days, but weeks, nay months, in at- 
tempting it, buttono purpofe. In the next place, 
I had no hopes to make it keep, no yeaft to make 
it work, no copper or kettle to make it boil, and 


yet all thefe things notwithftanding, I verily believe 


had not thefe things intervened, I mean the frights 
and terrors 1 was in about the favages, I had under- 
taken it, and perhaps brought it to pafs too: for I 
feldom gave any thing over without accomplifhing 
it, when once | had it inmy head enough to begin 
it. But my inventions, now ran quite another way, 
for night and day, I could think of nothing but 
how J might deftroy fome of thefe monfters in their 


cruel bloody entertainment, and if poffible fave the 


victim 
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victim they fhould bring hither to deftroy. — It 
would take up a larger volume than this whole 
work is intended to tobe, to fet down all the con- 
trivances I hatched or rather brooded upon in my 
thoughts, for the deftroying thefe creatures, or at 
leaft frighting them, fo as to prevent their com- 
ing hither any more; but all was abortive, 
nothing could be poffible to take effet, unlefs E 
was to be there to do it myfelf; and what could one 
man do among them, when perhaps there might 
betwenty or thirty of them together with their darts, 
or their bows and arrows, with which they could 
fhoot as true to amark as I could with my gun? 


SOMETIMES I contrived to dig a hole under the 
place where they made their fire, and put in five or 
fix pounds of gun powder, which, when they kindled 
their fire, would confequently take fire, and blow up 
all that was near it; but as in the firft I fhould be 
very loth to wafte fo much powder upon them, 
my ftore being now within the quantity of one 
barrel, fo neither could I be fure of its going off 
at any certain time, when it might furprize them, 
and at beft, that it would do little more than juft 
blow the fire about their ears and fright them, but 
not fufficient to make them forfake the place; fo I 
laid it afide, and then propofed, that I would 


place myfelf in ambuth in fome convenient place, 
with 
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with my three guns all double loaded, and in the 
middle of their bloody ceremony, let fly at them, 
when I fhould be fure to kill or wound perhaps 
two or three at every fhot: and then falling in 
upon them with my three piftols, and my fword, I 
rade on doubt, but thatif there was twenty I fhould 
kil] them all: this fancy pleafed my thoughts for 
fome weeks, and I was fo full of it, that I ofter 
dreamed of it; and fometimes that I was juft going 
to let fly at them in my fleep, I went fo far with 
it in my imagination, that 1 employed mytelf feveral 
days to find out proper places to put myfelf in am- 
bufcade, as I faid, to watch for them ; and I went 
frequently to the place itfelf, which was now 
erown more familiar to me; and efpecially while 
my mind was thus filled with thoughts of revenge, 
and a bloody putting twenty or thirty of them to 
the fword, as 1 may callit; the horror! had at the 
place, and at the fignals of the barbarous wretches ” 
devouring one another, abetted my malice. Well, at 
jength I found a place in the fide of the hill, where I 
was fatishied I might fecurely wait, till Ifaw any of 
their boats coming; and might then, even before 
they would be ready to come on fhore, convey 
myfelf unfeen into fome thickets of trees, inone of - 
which there was a hollow large enough to conceal 
me entirely; and where 1 might fit, and obferve ~ 
all their bloody doings, and take my full aim at 


their heads, when they were fo clofe together, as, 
that 


ROBINSON CRUSOE. 27% 


that it would be next to impoffible that I would 
mifs my fhot, or that I could fail wounding three 
or four of them at the firft fhot. In this place 
then I refolved to fix my defign, and accordingly 
I prepared two mufkets and my ordinary fowling 
piece. The two mufkets I loaded with a brace of 
flugs each, and four or five {maller bullets, about 
the fize of piftol bullets; and the fowling piece I 
loaded with near a handful of fwan-fhot, of the 
Jargeft fize; I alfo loaded my piftols with about 
four bullets each, and in this pofture, well provi- 
ded with ammunition for a fecond and third char ge 
I prepared myfelf for my expedition. 


Arver I had thus laid the fcheme of my defi ion, 
and in my imagination put it in practice, I continu- 
ally made my tour every morning up tothe top of 
the hill, which was from my caftle, as I called it, 
about three miles, or more, to fee if I could obferve 
any boats upon the fea, coming near the ifland, or 
{tanding over towards it; but I began to tire of this 
hard duty, after I had for two or three months 
conftantly kept my watch; but came always back 
without any difcovery, there having not in all 
that time been the leaft appearance, not only on, 
or near the fhore, but not on the whole ocean, fo 
far as my eyes or glaffes could reach every way. 
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As long as I kept my daily tour to the hill, té 
look out fo long alfo I kept up the vigour of my 
defign, and my fpirits feemed to be all the while 
in a fuitable from, for fo outragious an execution 
as the killing twenty or thirty naked favages, for 
an offence which I had not at all entered into a 
difcuffion of in my thoughts, any farther than my paf- 
fions were at firft fired by the horror I conceived at 
the unnatural cuftom of the people of that country, 
who it feems had been fuffered by providence in his 
wife difpofition of the world, to have no other 
guide than that of their own abominable and 
vitiated paffions; and confequently were left, and 
perhaps had been fo for fome ages, to act fuch 
horrid things, and receive fuch dreadful cuftoms, 
as nothing but nature entirely abandoned of heaven, 
and actuated by fome hellith degeneracy, could have 
run them into: But now, when as I have faid, I 
began to be weary of the fruitiefs excurfion, which I 
had made fo long, and fo far, every morning in vain, 
fo my opinion of the action itfelf began to alter, 
and I began with cooler and calmer thoughts to 
confider what it was I was going to engage in, 
what authority, or ‘call I had to pretend to be 
Judge and executioner upon thefe men as criminals, 
whom heaven had thought fit of fo many ages to 
fuffer unpunifhed, to go on, and to be as it were, 
the executioners of his yudgments one upon another, 
Flow far thefe people were offenders again{t me, 
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and what right I had to engage in the quarrel of 
that blood, which they fhed promifcuoufly upon 
one another, I debated this very often with myfelf 
thus; how do I know what God himfelf judges in 
this particular cafe; ’tis certain thefe people either 
do not commit this as a crime; ’tis not againtt 
their own confciences reproving, or their light 
_reproaching them; they do not know it to be 
an offence, and then commit it in defiance of di- 
vine juftice, as we do in almoft all the fins we 
commit. They think it no more a crime to kil] 
a captive taken in war, than we do to kill an ox; 
nor to eat human flefh, than we do to eat mutton. 


Wuen I confidered this a little, it followed ne- 
ceflarily that I was certainly in the wrong in it, 
that thefe people were net murtherers in the fenfe 
that I had before condemned them in my thoughts; 
any more than thofe chriftians were murtherers,'who 
often put to death the prifoners taken in battle ; of 
more frequently, upon many occafions, put whole 
troops of men to the fword, without giving quarter, 
though they threw down their arms and fubmitted. 
Inthe next place it occured to me, that albeit the 
ufage they thus gave one another, was thus brutifh 
and inhuman, yet it was really nothing to me; 
thefe people had done me no injury. That if they 
attempted me; or I faw it neceffary for immediate 
perfervation to fall-upon them, fomething might 
be faid for it; but that as I was yet out of their 

Tr power, 
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power, and they had really no knowledge of mé,. 
and confequently no defign upon me; and there- 
fore it could not be juft to fall upon them. That 
this would juftify the conduét of the Spaniards 
in all their barbarities practifed in America, and. 
where they deftroyed millions of thefe people, 
who however they were idolators and barbarians, 
and had feveral bloody and barbarous rites in 
their cuftoms, fuch as facrificing human bodies 
to their idols, were yet, as to the Spaniards, very 
innocent people ; and that the rooting them out 
of the country, is fpoken of with the utmoft ab- 
horrence and deteftation, by even the Spaniards 
themfelves at this time, and by all other chriftian 
nations in Europe, as amere butchery, a bloody 
and unnatural piece of cruelty unjuftifiable either 
to God or man; and fuch as for which the very 
name of a Spaniard is reckoned to be frightful _ 
and terrible to all people of humanity, or of 
chriftian compaffion; as if the kingdom of Spain 
were particularly eminent for the product of a race 
of men, who were without principles of tendernefs 
or the common bowels of pity to the miferable, 
which is reckoned to be a mark of generous tem-~ 
per in the mind. 


Twusr confiderations really put me to a paule, 
and to a kind of a full ftop, and I began by 
little and little to be off of my defign, and to 

conclude 
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eonclude I had taken wrong meafures in my re- 
{olution to attack the favages; that it was not my 
bufinefs to meddle with them, unleis they firft 
attacked me, and this it was my bufinefs if pof- 
fible to prevent: but that if I were difcovered 
and attacked then I knew my duty. On the other 
hand, Iargued with myielf “ that this really was 
the way not to deliver myfelf but entirely to ruin 
and deftroy myfelf; for unlefs I was fure to kill 
every one that not only fhould be on fhore at that 
time, but that fhould ever come on fhore after- 
wards, if but ene of them efcaped to tell their 
country people what had happened they would 
come over again by thoufands to revenge the death 
of their fellows, and I fhould only bring upon 
mylelf a certain deftruction, which at prefent I 
had no manner of occafion for,” Upon the whole 
I concluded “ that neither in principle or in 
policy I ought one way or other to concern my- 
felf in this affair.” That my bufinefs was by all 
pofible means to conceal mytelf from them, and 
not to leave the leaft fignal to them to guefs by, 
that there were any living creatures upon the 
iNand, I mean of human fhape. 


RELIGION joined in with this prudential! refolution, 
I was convinced now many ways that | was perfectly 
outof my duty, when I was laying all my bloody 
ichemes for the deftru€tion of innocent creatures, 

Sy? I mean 
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I mean innocent as to me: as to the crimes they 
were guilty of towards one another I had nothing 
to do with them, they were national, and I ought 
to leave them to the juftice of God, who is the 
governor of nations, and knows how by national 
punifhments to make a juft retribution for national 
offences, and to bring public judgments upon thofe 
who offend in a public manner, by fuch ways as 
beft pleafe him, 


Tuts appeared fo clear to me now, that nothing 
was a greater fatisfaction to me than that I had 
not been fuffered to do a thing which I now faw 
fo much reafon'to believe would have been no 
fefs a fin than that of wilful murther if I had 
committed it; and I gave moft humble thanks on 
my knees to God, that had thus delivered me 
from blood guiltinefs, befeeching him to grant me 
the protection of his providence, that I might 
not fall into the hands of the barbarians, or that 
I might not lay my hands upon them, unlefs I 
had a more clear call from haven to do it, in 
defence of my own life. 


In this difpofition I continued for near a year 
after this; and fo far was I from defiring an oc- 
cafion for falling upon thefe wrethes, that in all 
that time I never once went up the hill to fee 
whether there where any of them in fight, or to 

know 


ROBINSON CRUSOE. 277 


konw whether any of them had been’ on fhore 
there or not, that I might not be tempted to 
renew any of my contrivances againft them, or 
be provoked by any advantage which might pre- 
fent itfelf to fall upon them; only this I did, I 
went and removed my boat, which I had on the 
other fide of the ifland, and carried it down to 
the -eaft end of the whole ifland, where I ran it 
into: a little cove which I found under fome high 
rocks, and where I knew, by reafon of the cur- 
rents, the favages durft not, at leaft would not 
come with their boats, upon any account what- 
foever. With my boat I carried away every thing 
that I had left there belonging to her, though 
not neceflary for the bare going thither, viz a 
maft and fail which I had made for her and a 
thing like an anchor, but indeed which could not 
either be called anchor or grappling; however, 
it was the beft I could make of its kind: all thefe 
I removed, that there might not be the leaf tha- 
dow of any difcovery, or any apperance of any 
boat, or of any human habitation upon the ifland, 
Befides this I kept myfelf, as I faid, more retir- 
ed than ever, and feldom went from my cell, other 
than upon my conftant employment viz. to milk 
my fhe-goats, and manage my little flock in the 
wood, which as it was quite on the other part 
of the ifland was quite out of danger; for certain 
it is that thefe favage people, who fometimes 
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haunted this ifland, never came with any thoughts 
of finding any thing here, and confequently never 
wandered off from the coaft; and I doubt not but 
they might have been feveral times on fhore, after 
rny apprehenfions of them had made me cautious 
as well as before; and indeed 1 looked back with 
fome horror upon the thoughts of what my con- 
dition would have been if I had choped upon them 
and been difcoved before that, when naked and 
unarmed, except with one gun, and that loaden 
often only with finall fhot. I walked every where 
peeping and peering about the ifland, to fee what 
{ could get; what a furprize fhould I have been 
in, if when I difcovered the print of a man’s foot, 
I had inftead of that, feen fifteen or twenty fa- 
vazes, and found them purfuing me, and by the. 
fwiftnefs of their running, _no poffibility of my 
efcaping them. The thoughts of this fometimes 
funk my very foul within me, and dittreffed my mind 
fo much, that I could not foon recover it, to 
think what I fhould have done and how I not only 
fhould not have been able to refift them, but even 
fhould not have had prefence of mind enough to 
do what I might have done; much lefs, what now 
after fo much confideration and perparation I 
might be able to do: indeed after ferious thinking 
of thefe things, I would be very melancholy, and 
fometimes it would laft a great while; but I re- 
folved it all at laft into thankfulnefs to ‘that 


pro- 
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providence which had delivered me from fo many 
unforefeen dangers, and had kept from me thofe 
mifchiefs which I could no way have been the 
agent in delivering mytfelf from, becaufe I had 
not the leaft nation of any fuch thing depending, 
or the leaft fuppofition of its being pofible. This 
renewed a contemplation which often had come to 
my thoughts in former time, when firft I began 
to fee the merciful difpofition of heaven, in the 
dangers we run through in this hfe; how won- 
derfully we are delivered when we know nothing 
of it; how when we are in (a quandary, as we 
call it) a doubt or hefitation, whether to go this 
way, or that way, a fecret hint fhali direct us this 
wey; nay, when fenfe, our own inclination, and 
perhaps bufinefs has called to go the other way, 
yet a {trange impreffion upon the mind, from we 
know not what fprings, and by we know not what 
power, fhall over rule us to go this way; and it 
fhall afterwards appear, that had we gone that 
way, which we fhould have gone, and even to 
our imagination, ought to have gone, we fhould 
have been ruined andloft. Upon thefe, and many 
like reflections, I afterwards made it a certain rule 
with me, that whenever I found thofe fecret hints or 
preflings of my mind, to doing, or not doing 
any thing that prefented; or going this way or 
that way, I never failed to obey the fecret dic- 
tate; though I knew no other reafon for it, than 

Miner hat 
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that fuch a preffure, or fuch a hint hung upon 


my mind: I could give many examples of the fuc- 
cefs of this conduct in the courfe of my life, but 
more efpecially i in the latter part of my inhabiting 
this unhappy ifland; befides many occafions which 
is very likely Imight have taken notice of, if I 
had feen with the fame eyes then, that I fee with 
now; but it is never too late to be wife; and I 
cannot but advife all confidering men, whofe lives 
are attended with fuck extraordinary incidents as 
mine, or even though not fo extraordinary, not to 
flight fuch fecret intimations of providence, let 
them come from what invifible intelligence they, 
will, that I fhall not difcufs, and perhaps,cannot 
account for; byt certainly they are a proof of 
the converfe of {pirits, and a fecret communic- 
ation between thofe embodied, and thofe  un- 


embodied, and fuch a proof as can never be with- 


ftood; of which I fhall have occafion to give fome 
very remarkable inftances in the remainder of ies 
folitary refidence in this difmal place. 


I peLieve the reader of this will not think it 


- ftrange if I confefs that ‘thefe anxieties, thefé con- 


{tant dangers I lived in, that the concern that was 
now upon me, put anend to all invention, and to. 
all the contrivances that I had laid for my future 


“accommodations and conveniences. I had the 


care of my fafety more now upon my hands than 
that 
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that of my food. I cared not to drive a nail, or chop 
a ftick of wood now, for fear the noife I thould 
make fhould be heard; much lefs would I fire a 
pun, for the fame reafon; and above all, I was 
intolerably uneafy at making any fire, left the 
fmoke, which is vifible at a great diftance in the 
day fhould betray me, and for this reafon 1 
removed that part of my bufinefs which required 
fire, fuch as burning of pots, and pipes, &c. into 
my new apartment in the woods, where after I had 
been fome time, I found to my unfpeakable con- 
folation, a mere natural cave in the earth, which 
went in a vaft way, and where, I dare fay, no 
favage, had he been at the mouth of it, would be 
fo hardy as to venture in, nor indeed would any 
man elfe; but one who like me, wanted nothing fo 
much as a fafe retreat, 


Tue mouth of this hollow, was at the bottom of 
a great rock, where by mere accident, (I would 
fay, if I did not fee abundant reafon, to afcribe 
all fuch things now to providence) I was cutting 
down fome thick branches of trees, to make char- 
coal; and before I go on, I muit obferve the 
reafon of my making this charcoal; which was 
thus. . 


I was afraid of making a fmoak about my habita- 


tion, as I faid before; and yet I could not live 
! there 
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there without baking my bread, cooking my meat, 
&c. fo I contrived to burn fome wood here, as I 
had feen done in Engiand, under turf,-till it be- 
came chark, or dry coal; and then putting the fire 


out, I preferved the coal to carry home, and per- 


form the other fervices for which fire was wanting 
at home without danger of fmoak, 


But this is by the bye: while I was cutting 
down fome wood here, I perceived that behind a 
very thick branch of low brufh wood, or under 
wood, there was a kind of hollow place, I was 
curious to look in it, and getting with difficulty 


into the mouth of it, I found it was pretty large; 


that is to fay, fufficient for me to ftand upright in 
it, ‘and perhaps another with me, but I mutt 
confefs to you, that I made .more hafte out than I 
lid in, when looking farther into the place, which 
wes dark, I faw two bright fhining’ eyes of fome 
creature, whether devil or man I knew not, which 
twinkled like two ftars, the dim light from the 
cave’s mouth fhining in a little, and making the 
reflection plainer. . y 


However, after fome paufe, I recovered my- 
felf, and began to call myfelf a thoufand fools, 
and tell myfelf, ‘‘that he that was afraid of the 
Devil, was not fit to live twenty years in an ifland 
all alone.” and that I might well think there was 
nothing in this cave, that was more frightful than 


my felf, 


ROBINSON CRUSOE, 233 


myfelf. Upon this plucking up my gourage, I 
took up a firebrand, and rufhed in again, with the 
{tick flaming in my hand; I had not gone three 
fteps in, but I was almoft as much frighted as I 
was before, for I heard a very loud figh, like that 
of a man in fome pain, and it was followed by 
a broken noife, as if of words half expreffed, and 
then a deep figh again: I ftepped back, and was 
indeed ftruck with fuch a furprize, that it put me 
into acold {weat, and if 1 had had a hat on my head, 
I will not anfwer for it, that my hair might. not 
have lifted jt off, But full plucking up my fpirits 
as well as I could, and encouraging myfelf a little 
with confidering that the power and pretence of 
God was every where, and was able to protect me; 
‘upon this I ftepped forward again, and by the 
Jight of the fire brand, holdingit up a little over my 
head, I faw lying on the ground, a moft monftrous 
frightful old he goat, juft making his will, as we 
fay, and gafping for life, and dying indeed of 


mere old age, 


I strrrep him alittle, to feeif I could get him 
out, and he effayed to get up, but was not able to 
rife himfelf; and I thought with myfelf, he might 
even lye there; for if he had. frighted me fo, he 
would certainly fright any of the favages, if any of 
them fhould be fo hardy, as to come in there, 


while he had any life in him. 
I was 
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I was ‘now recovered from my furprize, and 
began to look round me, when I found the cave 
was but very fmall, that is to fay, ~it might be 
about twelve feet over, but in no manner of fhape, 
neither round or fquare, no hands, having ever been 
employed in making it, but thofe of meer nature: I 
obferved alfo, that there was a place at the farther 
fide of it, that went in farther, but was fo low, 
that it required me to creep upon my hands and 
knees, to go into it, and whither it went I knew 
not; fo having no candle, I gave is over for fome 
time; but refolved to come again the next day, 
provided with candles, and a tinder box, which f 
had made of the lock of one of the mufkets, with 
fome wild fire in the pan, 


AccorDINGLy the next day, I came provided 
with fix large candles of my own making; (for I 
made candles now of goat’s tallow, but was hard 
fet for candle wick; ufing fometimes rags or rope 
yarn, and fometimes the dried rind of a weed like 
neitles;) and going into this low place, I was 
obliged to creep upon all fours as I have faid, al- 
moft ten yards; which by the way, I thought. was 
a venture bold enough, confidering that I knew 
not how far it might go, nor what was beyond it. 
When I was got through the ftrait, I found the 
roof rofe higher up, I believe near twenty feet; 
but never was fuch a glorious fight feen in the 

ifland, 
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ifland, I dare fay, as it was, to look round the 


fides and roof of this vault, or cave, the wall 


reflected an hundred thoufand lights to me from my 
two, candies; what it was in the rock, whether 
diamonds, or any other precious ftones, or gold, 
which I rather fuppofed it to be, I knew not. 
The place I was in, was a moft delightful cavity, 
or grottoof its kind, as could be expected, though 
perfectly dark, the floor was dry and level, and 
had a fort of a {mall loofe gravel upon it, fo that 
there was no naufeous or venomous creature to be 
feen, neither was there any damp or wet, on the 
fides or roof: the only difficulty in it was the en- 
trance, which however as it was a place of fecurity, 
and fuch a retreat as 1 wanted, I thought that was a 
convenience; fo that I was really rejoiced at the 
difcovery, and refolved without any delay, to 
bring fome of thofe things, which Iwas moft 
anxious about, to this place; particularly 1 refolv- 
ed to bring hither my magazine of powder, and all 
my {pare arms, viz, two fowling pieces, for I had 
three in all; and three mufkets, for of them I had 
eight in all; fo 1 kept at my caftle only five, which 
ftood ready mounted like pieces of cannon, on my 
outmoft fence; and were ready alfo to take out 
upon.any expedition. Upon this occafion of re- 
moving my ammunition, I took occafion to open 
the barrel of powder, which I took up out of the 
fea, and which had been wet; and I found that the 

water 


i 
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water had penetrated about three or four inches 
into the powder, on every fide, which caking and 
growing hard, had preferved the infide like a kernel 
in the fhell; fo that I had near fixty pounds of very 
good powder in the centre of the cafk. and this wasan 
agreeable difcovery to meat that time; fo 1 carri- 
ed all away thither: never keeping above two or 
three pound of powder with mein my caftle for fear 
of a furprize of any kind: I alfo carried thither all 
the lead I had left for bullets. 


I rAnciED myfelf now like one of thé ancient 
giants, which are faid to live in caves, and holes, 
in the rocks, where none could come at them: for . 
I perfuaded mytfelf while I was here, if five hun- 
dred favages were to hunt me, they could never 
find me out; or if they did they would not 
venture to attack me here. ‘The old goat whom I 
found expiring, died in the mouth of the cave, the 
next day after I made this difcovery: and I found 
it much eafier to dig a great hole there, and throw 
him in, and cover him with earth, than to drae 
him out; fo I interred him there to prevent the 
offence to my nofe. . 


I was now in the twenty-third year of my refi- 
dence in this ifland, and was fo naturalized to the 
place and the manner of living, that could I have 
but enjoyed the certainty that no favages would 

come 
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come to the place to difturb me, I could have been 
content to have capitulated for fpending the reft 
of my time there, even to the laft moment, till I had 
laid me down and Gied, like the old goat in the cave. I 
had alfo arrived to fome little diverfions and amufe- 
ments, which made the time pafs more pleafantly 
with me a great deal than it did before; as firft, I 
had taught my Poll, as I noted before, to. fpeak, 
and he did it fo familiarly, and talked fo articu- 
lately and plain that it was very pleafant to me, for 
I believe no bird ever poke plainer, and he lived 
with me no lefs than fix and twenty years; how 
long he might = in all I knew not, though I 
know they have a notion in the Brafils that they 
live an hundred years. My old dog was a very 
pleafant and loving POMDANOY to me for no leis 
than fixteen years of my time, and then died of 
mere old age. As for my cats t they multiplied, as 
I have obferved, to that degree that I was obliged 
to fhoot feveral of them at firft, to keep them from 
devouring me, and all Thad; but at length when 
the two old ones I brought with me were gone, 
and after fome time continually driving them from 
_me, and letting them have no provifion with me, 
they all ran wild into the woods, except two or 
three favourites, which I ss tame, and apes 
young when they had any I always drowned, and, 
thefe were part of my family: befides thefe, I que s 


kept two or three houfhold kids about me whom 
1 taught 
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I taught to feed out of my hand; and I had two 
more parrots which talked pretty well, and would 
all call Robin Crufoe, but none like my firft; nor 
indeed did I take the pains with any of them that 
Thad done with him. I had alfo feveral tame {ea- 
fowl, whole names I know not, that I caughe 
upon the fhore, and cut {their wings; and the 
little ftakes which I had planted before iny caftle 
wall, being now grown up to a good thick eTove, 
thefe fowls all lived among thefe low trees, and 
bred there, which was very agreeable to me; fo 
that, as I faid above I began to be very well con- 
tented with the life Iled, if I might but have been 
fecured from the dread of the favages: But it was 
otherwife directed; and may not be amifs for alf 
people who fhall meet with my ftory, to make this 
juft obfervation from it, viz. “ How frequently 
in the courfe of our lives, the evil which in itfelf 
we feck moft to fhun, and which, when we are 
fallen into it is the moft dreadful to us, 18 often- 
times the very means or door of deliverance, by 
which alone we can be raifed from the afflic- 
tion we are fallen into.” I could give many 
examples ofthis in the courfe of my unaccountable 
life; but in nothing was it more particularly re- 
markable, than in the circumftances of my laft 
years of folitary refidence in this ifland. It was 
now the month of December, as I faid above, in my 
twenty-third year; and this being the fouthern folftice, 


2 fe for 
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‘winter I cannot call it, was the particular time of 
my harveft, and required my being pretty much 
‘abroad in the fields, when going out pretty early in 
‘the morning, even before it was thorough day-light, 
A was furprized with feeing a light of fome fire 
‘upon the fhore, at a diftance from me, of about 
two. miles, towards the end of the ifland, where-I 
‘had obferved fome favages had been as before, but 
‘not on the other fide; and to my great affliction, it 
-was on my fide of the ifland, 


_ Iwas indeed terribly furprized at the fight, and 
{topped fhort within my grove, not daring to gb 
rout, left I might be furprized; and yet [had no 
more peace within from the apprehenfions I had, 
‘that if thefe favages in rambling over the ifland 
fhould find my corn ftanding or cut, or any of 
my works and improvements, they would imme- 
diately conclude, that there were peopie in the 
place, and would then never give over. till they 
-had found me out: in this extremity I went back 
directly to my caftle, pulled up the ladder after 
me, and made all things without look as wild and 
natural as I could. : 


Tuen I prepared myfelf within, putting mylelf 
in.a pofture of defence; I loaded all my cannon, as 
I called them: that is to fay, my mufkets which 
‘were mounted upon my new fortification, and all my 

U piftols, 
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piftols, and tefoved to defend myfelf to the latt 
balp, not forgeting ferioufly to commend myfelf 
to the divine protection, and earneftly to pray to God 
to deliver me out of the hands of the barbarians*: 
and in this pofture I continued about two hours, 
but began to be mighty impatient for intelligence 
abroad, for I had no fpies to fend out. After 
fitting a while longer and mufing what I fhould do 
in this cafe, I was not able to bear fitting in ignor- 
ance any longer, fo fetting up my ladder to the 
fide of the hill, where there was a flat place, as I 
obferved before, and then pulling the ladder up 
after me, I fet it-up again, and mounted to the top 
of the hill; and pulling out my perfpective glafs, 
which I had taken on purpofe, I laid me down 
flat of my belly, on the ground, and began to 
look for the place. I prefently found there were 
no lefs than nine naked favages, fitting round a 
{mall fire they had made, not to warm them, for 
they had no need of that, the weather being extreme 
hot; but as I fuppofed to drefs fome of their bare: 
barous diet ofhuman fleth, which they had brought 
with them, whether alive or dead I could not tell. 
Tuzy had two canoes with them, which they. 
had hauled up upon the fhore; and as it was then 
fide of ebb, they feemed: to me to wait for the 
return of the flood, to go away again; it is not 
cafiy to imagine what confufion this fight put me 
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iiito, efpecially fecing them come on my fide the 
ifland, and fo near me too; but when I obferved 
their coming muft be always with the current of 
the ebb; I began afterwards to be more fedate in 
my mind, being fatisfied that I might go abroad 
with fafety all the time of the tide of flood, if they 
were not on fhore before: and having made this 
obfervation, I went abroad about my harveft work 
with the more compofure. 


As L expected, fo'it proved; fot as foon as the 
tide made to the weftward, I faw them all take 
boat and row (or paddle as we call it) all away: 
I fhould have obferved, that for an hour or more 
before they went off, they went a dancing, and I 
could eafily difcern their poftures, and geftures, 
by my glafs: I could not perceive by my niceft 
obfervation, but that they were ftark naked, and 
had not the leaft covering upon them; but whether 
they were men or women, that I could not diftin- 
guifh. 


As foon as I faw them fhipned, and gone, I 
took two guns upon my fhoulders, and two piftols 
at my girdle, and my great fword by my fide, 
without a fcabbard; and with all the fpeed I was 
able to. make; 1 went away to the hill where I had 
difcovered the firft appearance of all; and as foon 
as I got thither, which was not in lef$ than two 

9 hours; 
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hours; for I could not go apace, being fo loadew 


with arms as I was. I perceived. there had been 
three canoes more of favages at that place;.and 
looking out farther, I faw they were all at fea 
together, making over for the main. This was 
a dreadful fight to me, efpecially when going down 
to the fhore, I could fee the marks of horror, which 
the difmal work MY: had been about had ieft be- 
hind it, viz. the blood, the bones, and part of the 
flefh of human aes eaten and devoured by thofe 
wretches, with merriment and fport: I was fo filled 
with indignation at the fight, that I now began to 
vremeditate the deftruétion of the next I faw. there; 
let them be whom or how many foever. It feemed 


€ vident to me, that the vifits which they made 


is to this ifland, are notvery frequent; for it was 
* ove fifteen months, before any more of them 
came on fhore there again ; that 1s.tofay, I neither 
faw them, or any ecrcene or fignals of them, in 
all that time; for.as to the rainy feafons, . then 
they are fure not to come abroad, at leaft not fo 
far, yet all this while I lived uncomfortably, by 
reaton of the conftant apprehenfions I was in of 


their coming upon me by furprize; from whence I 
obferve,. that the expectation of evil, is more bitter 


than the fuffering, efpecially if there is no room to 
fhake off that expectation, or thofe apprehen- 


fions. 


Durine 
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Dvrine all this time I-was in the murthering 


humour; and took up moft of my hours, which 


fhould have been better employed, in contriving 
how to circumvent, and fall upon them, the very 
next time I fhould fee them; efpecially .if they 
fhould be divided, as they were the lait time, into 
two parties; nor did I confider at all, that if I 
killed one party, fuppofe ten or a dozen, I was {till 
the nextday, or week, or month tokillanother, and fo 
another, even ad infinitum, till I fhould be at length 
no lefs a murtherer, than they were in being man- 
eaters; and perhaps much more fo. I {pent my days 
now in great perplexity, and anxiety of mind, ex- 
pecting that I fhould one day or other fall into the 
hands of thefe mercilefs creatures; and if I did at 
any time venture abroad, it was not without look. 
ing round me with the greateft care and caution 
imaginable: and now I found to my great com- 
fort, how happy it was, that I provided for a tame 
flock or herd of goats; for I durft not upon any 
account fire my gun, efpecially near that fide of the 
ifland where they ufually came, left I fhould alarm 
the favages, and if they had fled from me now [| 
was fure to have them come again; with perhaps 
two or three hundred canoes, with them, in a few 
days, and then I knew what to expect. However, 
I wore out a year and three months more, before T 
ever faw any more, of the favages, and then I found 
them again; as I fhall foon obferve. It is true, 
Uy 3 they 
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they might have been there once, or twice; buteither 
they made no ftay, or at leaft I did not hear them; 
but in the month of May, as near as I could cal- 
culate, and in my four and twentieth year, I hada 
very ftrange encounter with them, of which in its 
place. ‘The perturbation ofmy mind, during this 
fifteen or fixteen months interval, was yery great; 
I flept unquiet, dreamed always frightful dreams, 
and often ftarted out of my fleep in the night: in 
the day, great troubles overwhelmed my mind, 
and in the night I dreamed often of killing the 
favages, and of the reafons why I might juftify the 
doing of it; but to wave all this for a while; it 
was in the middle of May, on the fixteenth day I 
think, as well as my poor wooden. calendar would 
reckon ; for I marked all upon the poft fill; I 
fay, it was the fixteenth of May, that it blew a 
very great ftorm of wind all day, with a great 
deal of lightning and thunder, and a very foul 
night it was after it; 1 know not what was the 
particular occafion of it; but as I was reading in 
the bible, and taken up with very ferious thoughts 
about my prefent condition,. I was furprized with — 
the noife ofa gun, as I thought fired at fea. 


Tus was to be fure a furprize, of a quite dif- 
ferent nature. from any I had met with before; for 
the notions. this put into my thoughts, were quite 
of another kind. I ftarted up in the greateft hafte 

imaginable, 
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imaginable, and in a trice clapt my ladder to the 
middle place of the rock, and pulled it after 
me, and mounting it the fecond time, got to the 
top of the hill, (the very moment) that a flath of 
fire bid me liften for another gun, which according-. 
ly, in about half a minute I heard; and by the 
found, knew that it was from that part of the fea, 
were I was driven down the current in my boat. 


IT IMMEDIATELY confidered, that this muft be 
fome fhip in diftrefs, and that they, had fome 
comrade, or fome other fhip in company, and, 
fired thefe guns, for fignals of diftrefs, and to 
obtain help: I had this prefence of mind at that 
minute, as to think that though I could not help 
them, it might be they might help me: fo | 
brought together all the dry wood I could get at 
hand, and making a good handfome pile, I fet ir 
on fire upon the hill; the wood was dry and blazed 
freely, and though the wind blew very-hard, yet it 
burnt fairly out; that I was certain, if there was 
any fuch thing as a fhip they muft needs fee it; and 
no doubt they did; for as foon as ever my fire 
blazed up, I heard another gun, and, after that 
feveral. others, all from the fame quarter; I plyed 
my fire all night long, till day broke; and when 
it was broad day, and the air cleared up, I faw 
fomething at a great diftance at fea} full eaft of the 
ifland, whether a-fail ora hull, I could nor diftin- 

U 4 guifh 


} t 
| 
ai, 
(2 ] 
4 


ee a cabana 


ey —~ c- 


296. ADVENTURES ‘OF * 


guifh, no not with my glafs, the diftance was 
great, and the weather {till fomething hazy ane : 
at leaft it was fo out at fea. 


- TLooxen frequently at it all that day, and foon 
perceived that it did not move; fo I prefently: - 
concluded that it was a fhip at anchor, and being 
eager you may be fure, to be fatisfied,. I took my 
gun in my hand, and ran towards the fouth fide of 
the ifland, to the rocks where I had formerly been 
carried away with the current, and getting up there, 
the weather by this time being perfectly clear, I 
could plainly fee to my great forrow, the wreck 
of a fhip caft away in the night, upon thofe con- : 
cealed rocks which I found, when 1. was out in’ 
my .boat; and which rocks, as it checked: the: 
violence of the ftream, and made a kind of a coun- : 
ter ftream, or eddy, were the occafion of my. re- ~ 
covering from the moft defperate hopelefs condition 
that ever I had been in all my life. Thus what was 
one man’s fafety, — is another man’s deftruction ; 
for it feems thefe men, whoever they were, being 
out of their knowledge, and the rocks being 
wholly under water, ‘had driven. upon. them in 
the night, the wind blowing hard at E. and E 
N. E. Had they feen the ifland, as I muft ne-* 
ceflarily fuppofe they did not, they muft, as I 
thought} have endeavoured to have faved them- 
felves on fhore by the help of theirboat; but their - 
gs | firing: 
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firing of guns for help, efpecially when they faw, 


as I imagined, my fire, filled me with many 


thoughts; Firft, I imagined, that upon feeing my 
light, they might have put themfelves into their 
boat, and have endeavoured to make the fhore: 
but that the fea going very high, they might have 
been caft away; other times I imagined, that they 
might have loft their boat before, 2s might be the 
éafe, many ways; as particularly by the breaking 
of the fea upon their {hip which many times obliges 
men to ftave, or take in pieces their boat, and 
fometimes to throw it overboard with their own 
hands: other times I imagined they had fome other 


fhip, or fhips in cornmpany, who upon the fignals: 


of diftrefs. they had made, had taken them up, 
and -carried them’ off : other whiles I fanci- 
ed they where all gone off to fea in their boat, 
and being hurried away by the current that I 
had been formerly in, were carried out into the 


great ocean, where there was nothing but mifery 


and perifhing, and that perhaps they might by this 
time think of ftarving, and of being in a condition 
to eat one another, ; | 


As all thefe were but conjectures at beft; fo in 
the condition I was in, I could do no more than 
look upon the mifery of the poor men, and pity 
them, which had ftill this good effet on my fide, 
that it gave me more and more caule to give thanks 

to 
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to Gad who had fo happily and comfortably provid= 
ed. for rne in my defolate condition ; and that of two 
fhips companies who were now caft away upon this 
part of the world, not one life fhould be fpared but 
mine: I learned here again to obferve, that it is 
very rare that the providence of God cafts ‘us into 
any condition of life fo low, or any mifery fo great, 
but we may fee fomething or other to be thankful 
for; and may {fee others in worfe cireumftances 
than our own, | 


SucH certainly was the cafe of thefe men, of 
whom I could not fo much as fee room: to fuppofe 
any of them were faved; nothing: could make. jt 
rational, fo much as to with, or expect that they 
did not all perifh there ; except the poffibility only 
of their being taken up by another fhip in company, 
and this. was but mere poflibility indeed ; for I faw 
not the leaft appearance of any fuch thing, Ican- 
not explain by any poflible energy of words, what 
a ftrange longing or hankering of defires I felt 
in, my foul. upon this fight; breaking out: fome- 
times thus; ¢O that there had been but one or two 3 
nay, or but one foul faved out of this fhip, to have 
efcaped tome, that I’ might have: but one com- 
panion, one fellow creature to have fpeken to me, 
and to have converfed. with:’ In all the time of my 
Solitary. life, I never. lt fo earneft, fo flrong a 

defire: 
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defire after the fociegy of my fellow creagutes, or fo 
deep aregret at the want of it, 


Tere are fome fecret moving f{prings in the 
affections, which when they are fet a going by 
fome object, or be it fome object, though not in 
yiew, yet rendered prefent to the mind by the pow- 
et of imagination, that motion-carries out the foul 
by its impetuofity to fuch violent eager embracings 
of the object, that the abfence of it is infupportable. 
Such were thefe earneft wifhings, that but one man 
had been faved! “ O that it had been but one!” I 
believe I repeated the words, * O that it had been but 
one,” a thoufand times; and my defires were fo 
moved by it, that when I fpoke the words, my hands 
would clinch together, and my fingers prefs the 
palms of my hands, that if I had had any foft thing 
in my hand, it would have crufht i¢ involuntarily ; 
and my teeth in my head would ftrike together, 
and fet againft one auother fo ftreng that for fome 
time I could not part them again. Let the 
naturalifts explain thefe things, and the reafon and 
manner of them; all I can fay-to them, is, to def- 
cribe the faét, which was even furprizing to me, 
when I found it, though I knew not from what it 
fhould proceed; it was doubtlefs the effect of ardent 
wifhes and of ftrong ideas formed in the mind, 
realizing the comfort, which the converfation of 
one of my fellow chriftians would have been to me. 

Bur 
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« Bur it was not to be; either their fate or mine, or. 
or both forbad it; for till the laft year of my being, 
on this ifland I never knew whether any were faved 
out of that fhip or no, and had only the affliction 
fome days after to fee the corps of a drowned boy 
come on fhore at the end of the ifland which was 
next the fhip-wreck; he had on no cloaths but a 
feaman’s waift-coat, a pair of open kneed linen 
drawers, and.a blue linen fhirt, but nothing to di- 
rect me fo much as to guefs what nation he was of : 
he had nothing in his pocket but. two Pieces of 
eight and a tobacco pipe; the laft was to me of ten 
times more value that the firft. It was now calm, 
and I had a great mind to venture out in my. boat 
to this wreck, not doubting but I might find 
fomething on board that might be ufeful to me; 
but that did not altogether prefs me fo much as the 
pofhbility that theremight be yet fome living crea-~ 
ture on board, whofe life I might’ not only fave, 
but might by faving that life comfort my own to 
the laft degree; and this thought clung fo clofe to. 
my heart that I could not be quiet night or day, but 
i mutt venture out in my boat on board this wreck; 
and committing the reft to God’s providence, I 
thought the impreffion was fo ftrong upon my mind 
that it could not be refifted, that it muft come from 
 fome invifible direction, and that I fhould be want~. 
ing to myfelf if I did not o, 


Unper 
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' Unper the power of this impréffion Phaftened back 
to my caftle, prepared every thing for-my-voyage, 
took a quantity of bread, a great pot for frefh 
‘water, a compafs to fteer by,’ a bottle of rum, for 
I had ftill a great deal of that left, a'bafket full of 
raifins: And thus loading myfelf with every thing 
neceffary, I went down’to:my boat, got the water 
-out of her, and got her afloat, loaded all my cargo 
in her, and then went home.again for more: My 
fecond cargo was a great bag full of rice, the um- 
brella to fet up over my head for a fhade, another 
large pot of frefh_ water, and about a dozen of my 
‘{mall loaves or barley cakes more than before; with 
‘a bottle of goats milk and a cheefe, all which with 
ereat labour and fweat I brought to my boat, and 
praying to God to direct my voyage, I put out, and 
‘rowing or paddling the canoe along the fhore, J 
came at laft to the utmoft point of the ifland on 
that fide, viz. N. E. And now I was to launch 


-out into the ocean, and either to venture, or not to. 


venture. _I looked on the rapid currents which ran 
conftantly on both fides of the ifland at a diftance, 
and which were very terrible to me, from the 
rememberance of the hazard I had been in before, 
and my heart began to failme; for I forefaw, that 
if I was driven into either of thofe curents I fhould 
be carried a great way out to fea, and’ perhaps out 
of my reach or fight of the ifland again; and that then 
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as.my boat was but fmall, if any little gale of wind 
fhould rifeI fhould be inevitably loft. 


Tusse thoughts fo oppreffed my mind, that I 
began to give over my enterprize; and having 
hauled my boat into a little creek on the fhore, I 
{tepped out, and fat me down upon a little rifing 
bit of ground, very penfive.and anxious between 
fear and defire about my voyage; when as I was 
mufing, I could perceive that ‘the tide was turned 
and the flood come on, upon which my going was 
for fo many -hours impracticable; upon this pre- 
fently it occurred to me, that I thould go up 
to the higheft piece of ground I could find, and 
obferve, if I could, how the fets of the tide or’ 
currents. lay when the flood came in, that I might 
judge. whether if I was driven one way out, I might 
not expect to be driven another way home with the 
fame rapidnefs of the currents: This thought was 
no fooner in:my head but I caft my eye upon a little 
hill which fufficiently over-looked the fea both 
ways, and from whence I: had a clear view of the 
currents or dets of the tide, and which way I was 
to guide myfelfin my return; here Ifound, that 
as the current of the ebb fet out clofe by the fouth 
point of the ifland, fo the current of the flood fet 
in clofe by the fhore of ithe north fide, and that I 
had nothing to do but to keep to the north of the 
ifland tn my return, and I fhould do weil enough. 

En. 
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Encouraged with this obfervation, I refolved the 
next morning to fet out with the firft of the tide ; 
and repofing myfelf for the night inthe canoe, under 
the great watch-coat I mentioned, I launched out: 
I made firft a little out to fea full north, till I began 
to feel the benefit of the current which fet eaftward, 
and which carried me at a great rate, and yetdid not 
fo hurry'me as the fouthern fide current had done 
before, and fo as to take from me all government 
of the boat: but having a ftrong fteerage with 
my paddle, I went at a great rate dire€tly for the 
wreck, and in lefs than two hours I‘came up to 
it. It was a difmal fight to lock at; the fhip, 
which by its building was Spanifh, ftuck fait, 
jam’d in between two rocks; all the ‘ftern and, 
quarter of her were beaten to pieces with the 
fea; and as her forecaftle which ftuck in the 
rocks, had run on with great violence, her main-. 
maf and foremaft were brought by the board, 
that is to fay, broken fhort off, but her bowiprie 
was found, and the’head and bow appeared firm ; 
when I came clofe to her a dog appeared upon 
her, who feeing me coming yelped and cryed, 
and as foon as I called him, jumped into the fea 
to come to-me,.and I took him into the boat, 
but found him almoft dead with hunger and 
thirft; I gave him a cake of my bread, and he 
did eat it like a ravenous wolf that had been 
flarving a fortnight in the fhow; and then gave 

the 
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the poor creature fome frefh water, with whichs 
if I would have let him, he would have burft 
himélf... After this I went on board, but the 
firft fight I met with was two men drowned in 
the cook room, or forecaftle of the fhip; with their 
arms faft about one another; I concluded, as is 
indeed probable, that when the fhip ftruck, it be- 
ing in a ftorm, the fea broke fo high, and fo 
continually over her, that the men were not able 
to bear it, and were fuffocated with the conftant 
rufhing in of the water, as much as if they had been 
under water.Befides the dog, there was nothing leftin 
the fhip that had life, nor any goods that I could fee 
but what were {poiled by the water:theré were fome 
cafks of liquor, whether wine or bratidy I knew 
not, which lay lower in the hold, and which the 
water being ebbed out I could fee, but they were 
too big to meddle with; I faw feveral chefts 
which I believe belonged to fome of the feamen, 
and I got two of them into the boat, without 
examining what was in them. Had the ftern of 
the fhip been fixed and the forepart broken. off, 
I am perfuaded I might. have made a good 
voyage # for by what I found in thefe two chefts 
I. had room to fuppote the fhip had a great deal 
of wealth on board; and if I may guefs by the 
courfe fhe fteered, fhe muft have been bound from 
Buenos Ayres or the Rio de la. Plata, in the 
fouth part. of America, beyond the Brafils, to the 
. Havanna, 


ind 
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Havanna, in the Gulph of Mexico, and fo perhaps 
to Spain: fhe had no doubt a great treafure in 
her, but of no ufe at that time to any body; and 
what became of the reft of her people I then knew 
not. 


I rounp béefides thefe chefts a little cafk full 
of liquor, of about twenty gallons which I got 
into my boat, with much difficulty ; there were 
feveral mufkets in a cabin, and a great powder 
horn, with about four pounds of powder in it; 
as for the mufkets I had no occafion for them, fo I 
left them, but took the powder horn: I took a 
fire fhovel and tongs, which I wanted extremely, 
as alfo two little brafs kettles, a copper pot to 
make chocolate, and a gridiron; and with this 
cargo and the dog I came away, the tide begin- 
ning to make home again; and the fame evening 
about an hour within night, I reached the ifland 
again, weary and fatigued to the laft degree. I 
repofed that night in the boat, and in the morn- 
ing I refolved to harbour what I had gotten in 
my new cave, not to carry it home to my cgftle. 
After refrefhing myfelf I got all my cargo on 
fhore, and began to examine the particulars: the 
cafk of liquor I found to be a kind of rum, but 
not fuch as we 


+e 
had at the Brafils, andin a word 
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good ;, but when I came to open the 


chefts I found feve-al thi ngs of great u ife to mé; 
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for example, I found in one a fine cafe of bot- 
tles, of an extraordinary kind, and -filled with 
cordial waters fine and very good, the bottles held 
about three pints each, and were tipped with 
filver ; I found two pots of very good fuccades 
or fweatmeats, fo faftened alfo on the top, that 
the falt water had not hurt them, and two more 
of the fame which the water had fpoiled; 1 found 
fome very good fhirts, which were very welcome 
to me; and about a dozen and a half of white 
linen handkerchiefs and coloured neckcloths ; the 
former were alfo very welcome, being exceeding 
refrefhing to wipe my face ina hot day; befides 
this, when I came to the till in the cheft I found 
there three great bags of pieces of eight, which 
held about eleven hundred pieces in all, and in 
one of them, wrapt up ina paper, fix doubloons 
of gold and fome fmall bars or wedges of gold, 
I fuppofe they might all weigh near a pound, 


Tue other cheft I found had fome cloaths in 
it, but of little value; but by the circumftances 
it muft have belonged to the gunner’s mate though 
there was no powder in it, but about two pounds 
of fine glazed powder, in three fmall flafks, kept 
I fuppofe, for charging their fowling pieces on 
occafion: upon the whole, I got very little by- 
this voyage that was of any ufe to me; for as to 
the money, [had no manner of occafion for it: it 

was 
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was to me as the dirt under my feet, and I 


would have given it all for three or four pair of 
Einglifh fhoes and ftockings which were things I 
greatly wanted, but had not had on my feet for 
many years: ‘I had indeed gotten two pair of 
fhoes now, which I took off of the feet of the 
two drowned men whom I faw in the wreck: 
and I found two pair more in one of the chefts 
which were very welcome to me; but they were 
net like our Englifh fhoes, either for eafe or fer- 
vice, being rather what we call pumps than fhoes ; 
I found in this feaman’s cheft about fifty. pieces 
of eight in rials, but no gold, I fuppofe this 
belonged to a poorer man than the other, which 
feemed to belong to fome officer. Well, however 
I lugged this money home to my cave, and laid 
it up as I had done that before, which I brought 
from our own fhip; but it was great, pity as I 
faid, that the other part of this fhip had not 
come to my fhare, for I am fatisfied I might 
have loaded my canoe feveral times over with 
money, and, thought I, if I ever efcape to Eng- 
land, it might lie here fafe enough till I may 
come again and fetch it. 


Havine now brought all my things on fhore 
and fecured them, I went back to my boat, and 
rowed or paddled her along the fhore to her old 
harbour, where I laid her up, and made the _beft 

Day: of 
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of my way to my old habitation, where I found 
every thing fafe and quiet; fo I began to repofe 
myfelf, live after my old fafhion, and take care of 
my family affairs; and for a while I lived eafy 
enough, only that | was more vigilant than I ufed 
to be, looked out oftener, and did not go abroad 
fo much: and if at any time I did ftir with any 
freedom, it was always to the eaft part of the 
ifland, where I was pretty well fatisfy’d the fa- 
vages never came, and where I could go without 
fo many precautions, and fuch a load of arms 
and ammunition, as I always carried with me, 
if I went the other way. I lived in this con- 
dition near two years more; -but my unlucky 
head, that was always to let-me know it was 
born toe make my body miferable, was all thefe 
two years filled with proje€ts and defigns, how, 
if it were poffible, I might get away from this 
ifland; for fometimes I was for making another 
voyage to the wreck, though my reafon told me 
that there was nothing left there worth the hazard 
of my voyage; fometimes for a ramble one way, 
fometimes another; and I believe verily, if I had 
had the boat that 1 went from Sallee in, I fhould 
have ventured to fea bound any where, I knew 
not whither. I have been. in all my circumftances 
a memento to thofe who are touched with the 
general placue of mankind, whence, for ought I 
know, one half of their miferies low, Imean that 
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me with confined rai Pat [ could have been 
contented to have gone on, gradually, I might 
have been by this time, | mean in, the. time 
of my being in this ifland, one of the moft 
confiderable planters in the Brafils; nay, 1 am 
perfuaded that by the improvements I had made 
in that little time I. lived. there; and. the increafe 
{ fhould px 


ly have made if I had flayed, I 
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might have beea worth an hundred thoufand 
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fettied fortune, a. well ftocked. plantation improv- 
ing and increafing, to turn fupercargo to Guinea, 
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to fetch negroes, when patience and time would 
have fo increafed our ftock at home, that- we 
could have bought them at our own door from 
thofe whofe bufinefs it was to fetch them; and 
though it had coft us fomething more, yet. the 
difference of that price was. by no means. worth 
faving at fo great. a. hazard. But as this is. or- 
dinarily the fate of young heads, fo reflection upon 
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the folly of it is as ordinarily the exercife of 
more years, or of the dear-bought experience of 
time ; and fo it was with me now; and yet fo 
deep had the miftake taken root in my temper, 
that I could not fatisfy myfelf in my ftation, but 
was continually poring upon the means and 
poffibility of my efcape from this place; and that 
I may, with the - greater pleafure to the reader, 
bring on the remaining part of my ftory, it may 
not be improper to give fome account of my 
firft conceptions on the fubjeét of this foolith 
fcheme for my efcape, and how and upon what 
foundation I ated. I am now to be fuppofed, 
retired into my caftle after my late voyage to the 
wreck, my ‘tigate laid up and fecured under water, 
as ulual, and my condition reftored to what it 
was. before; I had more wealth indeed than I had 
before, but was not at all the richer, for I had 
no more ufe for it than the Indians of Peru had 
before the Spaniards came there. 


Ir was one of the nights in the rainy feafon 
in March, the four and twentieth year of my firft 
fetting foot in this ifland of folitarinefs, I was 
lying in my bed or hammock awake, very well 
in health, had no pain, no diftemper, no uneafi- 
nefs of body, no, nor any uneafinefs of mind more 
than ordinary, but could by no means clofe my 
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¢yes, that is fo as to fleep, no not a wink all 
night long, otherwife than as follows: 


It is as impoffible as needlefs, to fet down the 
innumerable croud of thoughts that whirled through 
that great thorough-fare of the brain the memory, 
in this night’s time; I run over the whole hiftory of 
my life in miniature, or by abridgment, as I may 
call it, to my coming to this ifland, and alfo of 
the part of my life fince I came to this ifland. 
In my reflections upon the ftate of my Cafe 
fince I came on fhore on this ifland, I was com- 
paring the happy pofture of my affairs in the firft 
year of my habitation here, compared to the life 
of anxiety, fear and.care in which I had lived 
ever fince I had feen the print of a foot in the 
fand; not that I did not believe the favages had 
frequented the ifland even all the while, and might 
have been feveral hundreds of them at times on 
fhorethere ; but I had never known it, and was ir- 
capable of any apprehenfions about it; my fatisfac- 
tion was perfect, though my danger, was the fame, 
and I was as happy in not knowing my danger, 
as if I had never really been expofed to it: this 
furnifhed my thoughts with many very profit- 
able reflections, and particularly this one, “* How 
infinitely good that providence is, which has pro- 
vided in its government of mankind fuch narrow 
bounds to his fight and knowledge of things ; 
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“and though he walks in the midft of fo many, 
thoufand dangers, the fight of which, if difco- 
vered to him, would diftract his mind and fink 
his fpirits, he is kept ferene and calm by having 
the events of things hid from his eyes, and know- 
thing nothing of the dangers which furround hirn.” 


Arter thefe thoughts had for fome time enter- 
.tained me, I came to reflect ferioufly upon the 
real danger I had been in for fo many years in 
this very ifland, and how I had walked about in 
the greateft fecurity, and with all poffible tran- 
quillity, even when perhaps nothing but a brow 
of a hill, a great tree, or the cafual approach of 
night, had been between me and the worft kind 
of deftruction, viz. that of falling into the hands 
of cannibals and favages who would have {eized 
on me with the fame view as I would on a goat 
or a turtle, and have thought it no more a crime 
to kill and devour me, than I did of a pigeon 
or. curlieu: 1 would unjuftly flander myfelf, if I 
fhould fay I was not fincerely thankful to my 
great preierver, to whofe fingular protection I 
acknowledged, with great humility, that all thefe 
unknown deliverances were due, and without 
which I muft inevitably have fallen into their mer- 
cilefs hands. 


WuHeEN thefe thoughts were over, my head was 
for fome time taken up in confidering the nature 
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of thefe wretched creatures, | mean the favages, 
and how it came to os in the world, that the 
wife governor of all things fhould give up any 
of his creatures to fuch inhumanity, nay to fome- 
thing fo much below even’ brutality itfelf, as to 
devour its own kind; but as this ended in fome 
(at that time fruitlefs) fpeculations, it occured to 
me to enquire what part of the world thefe 
wretches lived in? how far off the coaft was from 
whence they came? what they ventured oyer fo 
far from home for ? what kind of boats they had ° 
and why I n might not order myfelf and my bufi- 
nefs fo, that I might be as able ta go over thither 
as they were to,come to me. 


I never fo much as troubled myfelf to con- 
fider what I fhould do with myfelf when 1 came 
thither; what would become of me if I fell into 
the hands of the favages; or how | fhould efcape 
from them if they attemped me; no, nor fo much 
as how it was poffible for me, to, reach the coatt, 
and not be at tempted by. fome or other of them, 
without any poffibility of delivering mylelf; and 
if I fhould not fall into their hands, what I fhould 
do for provifion, or whether I fhould bend my courfe: 
none of thefe thoughts, I fey, fo much as came 
in my way, but my mind was wholly bent upon 
the notion of my paffing over in my boat to the 

main 
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main land. I looked back upon my _ prefent 
condition as the moft- miferable that could pof- 
fibly be, that I was not able to throw. myfelf 
into any thing but death, that could be called 
worfe: that if I reached the hore of the main 
{ might perhaps meet with relief, or I might coaft 
along, as I did on the fhore of Africk, till I came 
to fome inhabited country, and where I might 
find fome relief; and after all, perhaps, I might 
fall in with fome chriftian fhip that might take 
me in; and if the worft came to the worft, I 
could but die, which would put an end to all 
thefe miferies at once. Pray note, all this was 
the fruit of a difturbed mind, an impatient tem- 
per, made as it were defperate by the long con- 
tinuance of my troubles, and the difappointments 
T had met in the wreck I had been 6n board of, 
_ and where I had been fo near the obtaining what 
I fo earneftal longed for, viz. fomebody to fpeak 
to, and to learn fome knowledge from them of the 
place where- I was, and of the probable means of 
my deliverance: I fay I was agitated wholly by 
thefe thoughts: all my calm of mind in my re- 
fignation to providence, and waiting the iffue of 
the difpofitions of heaven, feemed to be fufpend- 
ed and I had, as it were, no power to turn my 
thoughts to any thine but to the project of a 
voyage to the main, which came upon me with 

fuch 
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fuch a force, and fuch an impetuofity of defire 
that it was not to be refifted. 


WueEn this had agitated my thoughts for two 
hours or more, with fuch violence that it fet my 
very blood into a ferment, and my pulfe beat 
as if I had been in a fever, merely with the 
extrordinary fervour of my mind about it: nature 
as if I had been fatigued and exhaufted with the 
very thought of it threw me into a found fleep; 
one would have thought I fhould have dreamed 
of it, but I did-not nor of any thing relating to 
it; but I dreamed, that as I was going out in 
the morning, as ufual from my caltle, I faw up- 
no the fhore two canoes and eleven favages com- 
ing to land, and that they brought with them 
another favage, whom they were going to kill, 
in order to eat him, when on a fudden the favage 
that they were going to kill jumped away and 
ran for his life; and I thought, in my fleep, 
that he came running into my little thick grove, 
before my fortification, to hide himfelf, and that 
I feeing him alone, and not perceiving that the 
others fought him that way, fhewed myfelf to 
him, and fmiling upon him, encouraged him ; 
that he kneeled down to me, feeming to pray me 
to affift him; upon which I fhewed him my lad- 
der, made him go up, and carried him into my 
cave, and he became my fervant; and that as 

foon 
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foon as I had eotten this manI faid to myfelf 


now I may certainly venture to the main land, 
for this fellow will ferve me as a pilot, and will 
tell me what to do, and whither to, go for provi- 
fions, and whither. not to go for fear of bein 


devoured ; what. places to venture into, and what 


to thun; I waked with this th n0ught, and was 


ony 

uader fuch inexpreflible impreffions of joy, at the 
profpect of my efcape in my dream, that the 
difappointments. which I felt. upon coming to 
mylfelf, and finding it was no more than-a dream, 
were equally extravagant the other way, and threw 
me into a very great dejection of {pirit. Upon 
this, however, I made this conclufion, that my 
Only way to go about to attempt an efcape, 
was if poffible, to get a favage into my poffef- 
fion, and if poffible it fhould be one of their 
priioners whom they had condemned to be eaten, 
and fhould bring hither to kill; but thefe thoue chts 
fill were attended with. this difficulty, that it was 
impoflible to effect this without att ah ng a whole 
Caravan of them, and killing them all; and this 
was not only a very defperate attempt, and might 
mifearry, but on the other hand, I had greatly 
fcrupled the Jawfulnefs of it to myfelf; and my 
heart trembled at the thoughts of fhedding fo 
much blood, though it was for my ence. 
I need not repeat the arguments which occured 
to me again{t this, they being the fame men- 
tioned 
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tioned before; but though I had other reafons 
to offer now, viz. that thofe men were enemies 
to my life, and would devour me if they could; 
that it was felf-prefervation to the highelt de- 
eree to deliver myfelf from this death of a life, 
and was acting-in my own defence, as much as 
as if they were actually aflaulting me, and the 
like. I fay, though thefe things argued for i, 
~yet the thoughts of fhedding human blood for 
my deliverance, were very terrible to me, and 
fuch’ as I could by no means reconcile myfelf to 
for a great while. However at laft, after many 
fecret vata dt with myfelf} and after great per- 


fea 
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plexities about it, for all thefe arguments one 


way with another ftrugeled in my head a 1 lone 


time, and the eager prevailing defire of deliver- 
) 8 Bs 
ance, at length maftered all the reft, and Pipes 


folved if poflible, to get one of thof o 
my hands, coft what it would. My next thing 


was to contrive how to do it, and this indeed 


was very difficult to refolve on« but as 1 could 
pitch upon no Age ablé means for it, fo I re 
folved to put myfelf upon the watch, to fee them 
when they came on fhore, and’ leave the reit to 
the event, taking fuch meafures as the oppor- 
tunity fhould pretent, let’ be’ what would b 
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With thefe refolutions in m y thoughts 
felf upon the feout as often as poffible, and in- 
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It was above a year and half that I waited; 
and for great part of that time went out to thé 
weft end, and to the fouth-weft corner of the 
iland, almoft every day, to fee for canoes, but 
none appeared. ‘This was very difcouraging, and 
began to trouble me much, though I cannot fay 
that it did in this cafe as it had done fome time 
before that, viz. wear off the edge of my defire 
to the thing. But the longer it feemed to be 
delayed the more eager I was for it: in a word 
I was not at firft fo careful to fhun the fight of 
of thefé favages, and avoid being feen by them, 
as | was now eager to be upon them. Befides, 
I fancied myfelf able to manage one, nay, two 
or three favages, if I had them fo as to ,make 
them entirely flaves to me, to do whatever I 
fhould direct them, and to prevent their being able 
at any time to do me any hurt. it wasa great 
while that I pleafed myfelf with this affair, but 
nothing {till prefented; all my fancies and fchemes 
came to nothing, for no favages came near me 
for a great while. Abouta year and a half after 
I entertained thefe notions, and by long mufing 
had as it were refolved them into nothing for 
want of an occafion to put them in execution, I 
was furprized one morning early, with feeing no 
lefs than five canoes all on fhore together on my 
fide the ifland, and the people who belonged to 
them all landed, and out of my fight: the num- 

ber 
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ber of them broke all my meafures, for feeing fo 
many, and knowing that they always came four 
or fix or fometimes more in a boat, I could not tell 
what to think of it, or how to take my meafures, 
to attack twenty or thirty men fingle handed; fo 
lay {till in my caftle, perplexed and difcomforted; 
however I put myfelf into all the fame poftures 
for an attack that I had formerly provided, and 
was juit ready for action, if any thing had pre- 
fented; having waited a good while liftening to 
hear if they made any noife: at length being very 
impatient, I fet my guns at the ane of my ladder 
and clambered up to the top of the hill, by my 
two {tages as ufual; ftanding fo BONES that my 
head did not appear above the hill, fo tl 
could not perceive me by. any means; here I 
obferved by the HEMP of my perfpective elafs, that 
they were no lefs than thirty in number, that they 
had a fire kindled, that they had had meat drefs- 
ed. How they had cooked it, that I knew‘ not, 
or what it was; but they, were all da nce in I 
know not how many. barbarous geitures and 
fioures, their own way, round the fire. While 
I was thus looking on them, I perceived. by my 
perlpective, two miferable wretches dragged from 
the boats, where it feems they were laid by, .and 
were now brought out for the flaughter. I per- 


ot 

ceived one of them immediately fell, being knock- 

ed down, I fuppofe, with a club or wooden fword 
L 
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for that was their way, and two or three others 
were at work immediately cutting him open for 
their cookery, while the other victim was left 
ftanding by himéfelf, till they fhould be ready for 
him. In that very moment; this poor wretch 
feeing himfelf a little at liberty, and unbound, 
nature infpired him with hopes of life and he 
ftarted away from them, and ran with incredible 
{wiftnefs along the fands directly towards me, I 
mean towards that part of the coaft where my 
habitation was. I was dreadfully frighted (that 
I muft acknowledge) when I perceived him to 
run away, and efpecially, when as I thought, I 
faw him purfued by the whole body; and now I 
expected that part of my dream was coming to pafs, 
and that he would certainly take fhelter in my 
grove; but I could not depend by any means upon 
-my dream for the reft of it, viz. that the other 
favages would not purfue him thither and find him 
there. However I kept my ftation, and my 
{pirits began to recover when I found that there was. 
not above three men that followed him, and ftill 
the more I was encouraged, when I found that he 
out firipped them exceedingly in funning, and 
gained ground of them; fo that if he could but hold 
it for half an hour, I {aw eafily he would fairly get 
away from them all. 


‘THERE 
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THERE was ‘between them and my caftle the 
creek, which I mentioned often in the firft part 
of my ftory, wher I landed my cargo, out of the 
fhip; and this I faw plainly he muft neceffarily 
{wim over, or the poor wretch would be taken 
there; but when the favage efcaping came thither, 
he made nothing of it, thouigh the tide was then 
up, but plunging in, fwam through in about 
thirty ftrokes, or thereabouts, landed, and ran on 
with exceeding ftrength and fwiftnefs: when the 
three perfons came to the creek; I found that two 
of them could fwim; but the third could hot, and 
that {tanding on the other fide, he looked at the 
other, but went no farther; and foon after went 
foftly back again, which as it happened, was very 
well fot him in the main: I obferved that the two 
who fwam were yet more than twice as long 
{wimming over the creek, as the fellow was that 
Hed from them; it came now very warmly upon 
my thoughts, and indeed irrefiftibly, that now 
was the time to get mé a fervant; and perhaps a 
companion or affiftant; and that I was called plain- 
ly by providence to fave this poor creature’s life; 
! immediately ran down the ladders with all pof- 
fible expedition, fetched my two guns, for they 
were both at the foot of the ladders, as I obferved 
above, and getting up again, with the fame fey. 
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clapped myfelf, in the way, between the purfuers 
and the purfued, hallooing aloud to him that 
fled, who looking back, was at firlt perhaps, as 
much frighted at me as at them; but I beckoned 
with my hand to him to come back, and in the 
mean time, I flowly advanced towards the two 
that followed, then rufhing at once upon the fore- 
moft, I knocked him down with the ftock of my 
piece; I was loth to fire, becaufe I would not 
have the reft hear, though at that diftance it would 
not have been eafily heard, and being out of fight 
of the fmoke too, they would not have eafily 
known what to make of it: having knocked this 
fellow down, the other who purfued him, ftopped 
as if he had been frighted, and I advanced a-pace 
towards him; but as I came nearer, I perceived 
prefently he had a bow and arrow, and was fitting 
it to fhoot at me, fo 1 was then neceffitated to 
fhoot at him firft, which I did and killed him at 
the firft fhot; the poor favage who fled, but had 
{topped, though he faw both his enemies fallen and 
killed, as he thought, yet was fo frighted with the 
fire and noife of my piece, that he ftood ftock ftill, 
and neither came. forward, or went backward, 
though‘he {eémed rather inclined to fly ftill than to 
comeon; [hallooed again tohim, and made figns 
to come forward, which he eafily underftood, and 
came a little way, then ftopped again, and then a 
little farther, and {topped again, and I could then 
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perceive that he ftood trembling, as if he had beeg 
taken prifoner, and had juft been to be killed, as 
his two enemies were; I beckoned to him again 
to come to me, and gave him all the fiens of en- 
couragement that I could think of, and he caine 
nearer and nearer, kneeling down every tenor twelve 
{teps, in token of acknowledgment for faving 
his life; I fmiled at him, and looked pleafantly, 
and beckoned to him to come till nearer; at 
length he came clofe to me, and then he kneeled 
down again, kiffed the ground and laid his head 
upon the ground, and taking me by the foot {et 
my foot upon his head; this it feems was in token 
of {wearing to be my flave for ever; I took him 
up, and made much of him, and encouraged him 
by all I could: but there was more work to do yet, 
for I perceived the favage whom I knocked down 
was not killed but ftunned with the blow, and began 
to come to himfelf; fo I pointed to him, and 
fhewing him the favage, that he was not dead; 
upon this he {poke fome words to me, and though 
I could not underftand them, yet I thought they 
were pleafant to hear, for they were the firft found 
of a man’s voice that I had heard, my own except- 
ed, for above twenty five yeats. But there was 
no time for fuch refle&tions now, the favage who 
was knocked down recovered himfelf fo far as to 
fit up upon the ground, and I perceived that my 
favage began to be afraid; but when I faw that. | 

42 prefented 
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prefented my other piece atthe man, as if I would 
fhoot him; upon this my favage, for fo I call 
him now, made a motion to me to lend him my 
fword, which hung naked in a belt by my fide,. 
fo I did; he no fooner had it but he runs to his 
enemy, and at one blow cut off his head fo clever- 
ly, no executioner in Germany could have done it 
fooner or better; which I thought very ftrange for 
one, who I had reafon to believe never faw a 
word in. his life before, except their own wooden 
fwords; however, it feems, as I learned after- 
wards, they make their wooden fwords fo fharp, 
to heavy, and the wood is fo hard, that they will 
cut off heads even with them, ay, and arms, and 
that at one blow too: when he had done this, he 
comes laughing to me, in fign of triumph, and 
brought me the {word again, and with abundance 
of geftures, which I did not. underftand, laid it. 
down with the head of the favage that he had killed, 
juft before me. But that which aftonifhed him 
moft was, to know how I had killed the other Indian 
fo far off; fo pointing to. him, he made _figns to 
me to let him go to him; fo If bad_him, go as. 
well as I could: when he came to him, he ftood 
like one amazed, looking at him, turned him 
firft on one fide, then on the other, looked at the 
wound the -bullet had made, which it feems was. 
juft in his breaft, where it had made a hole, and 
no great quantity of blood had followed, but he 


had 


ROBINSON CRUSOBF, 3235 


had bled inwardly, fo he was quite dead; he took 
up his bow and arrows and came back; {fo I turned 
to go away, and beckoned to him to follow me, 
making figns to him, that more might come after 
them. Upon this he figned to me that he fhould 
bury them with fand, that they might not be feen by 
the reft, if they followed; and fo I made figns to 
him again to do fo; he fell to work, and in an 
inftant he had fcraped a hole in the fand with his 
hands, big enough to bury the firft in, and then 
dragged him into it, and covered him, and did 
fo alfo by the other; I believe he had buried them 
both in a quarter of an hour; then calling him 
away, I carried him not to my caftle, but quite 
away to my cave on the farther part of the ifland; 
fg IT did not let my dream come to pafs in that 
part, viz. that he came into my grove for fhelter. 


Here I gave him bread and a bunch of raifins 
ta eat, and a draught of water, which I found 
he was indeed in great diftrefs for by his running ; 
and having refrefhed him, I made figns for him 
togo lie down and fleep, pointing to a place 
where I had laida great parcel of rice-{traw, and a 
blanket upon it, which I ufed to fleep upon my- 
felf fometimes; fo the poor creature lay dawn and 
went to fleep. 
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Fle was a comely handfome fellow, perfectly 
well made, with ftraight ftrong limbs, not toojlarge, 
tall and well fhaped, and, as I reckon, about 
twenty fix-years of age: he had a very good coun- | 
tenance, not a fierce and furly afpect, but feemed 
to have fomething very manly in his face, and yet 
he had all the fweetnefs and foftnefs of an Europe- 
an in his countenance too, efpecially when he 
filed; his hair was lone and black, not curled 
like wool; his forehead very high and large, and a 
great vivacity and {parkling fharpnefs in his eyes; 
the colour of his {kin was not quite black, but very 
tawny, and yet not of an ugly yellow naufeous 
tawny, as the Brafilians and V irginians and other 
natives of America are, but of a bright kind of a 
dun olive colour, that had in it fomething very 
agreeable, though not very eafy to defcribe; his 
face was round and plump, his nofe fmall, not 
flat like the negroes, a very good mouth, thin | lips, 
and his fine teeth well fet, and as white ivory. 


Arter he had flumbered, rather than flept, 
about half an hour, he waked again, and comes 
out of the cave to me, for I had been milking my 
goats, which I had in the enclofure juft by: when 
he efpied me he came running to me, laying 
himfelf down again upon the pb with all the 
poffible figns of an humble thankful difpofition, 
makeing: a great many antic geftures to [hew it; at 
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fait he lays his head flat upon the ground, clofe to 
my foot, and fets my other foot upén his head, as 
he had done before, and after this made all the 
figns to me of fubjection, fervitude and fubmiffion 
imaginable, to let me know how he would ferve 
me fo long as he lived; I underftood him in many 
things, aid let him know I was very well pleafed 
with him; in a little time I began to fpeak to him, 
and teach him to fpeak to me; and firft I made 
him know his name fhould be Friday, which was 
the day I faved his life; I called him fo for the me- 
mory of the time; I likewife taught him to f v 
Mafter, and then let him know that was to be my 
name; I likewife taught him to fay yes and no, 
and to know the meaning of them; I gave him 
fome miik in an earthen pot, and let him fee me 
drink it before him, and fop my bread in it, and 
gave him a cake of bread to do the like, which he 
quickly complied with, and made figns that it was 
very good for him. I Kept there with him ali that 
night, but as foon as it was day, I beckoned to 
him to come with me, and let him know I would 
geve him fonie cloths, at which he feemed very 
glad, for he was ftark naked; As we went by the 

place where he haa buried the two men, he pointed 
exactly to the place, and fhewed me the marks that 
he had made to find them again, making figns to 
me that we fhould dig them up again, and eat 
them: At this I appeared very angry, expreffed 
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my abhorrence of it, made as if I would vomit as 
at the thoughts of it, and beckoned with my hand 
to him to come away, which he did immediately, 
with great fubmiffion: I then led him up to the 
top of the hill, to fee if his enemies were gone, 
and pulling out my glafs, I looked and faw plainly 
the place were they had been, but no- appearance 
of them or their canoes, fo that it was plain they 
were gone, and had left their two comrades behind 
them without any fearch after them. But 1 was 
not content with this difcovery, but having now 
more courage, and confequently more curiofity, I 
takes my man Friday with me, giving him the 
fword in his hand, with the bow and arrows at his 
back, which I found he could ufe very dextroufly, 
making him carry one gun for me, and I two for 
myfelf, and away we corpaiied to the place where 
thefe creatures had been, for I had a mind now to 
eet fome fuller intelligence of them: When I 
came to the place, my very blood ran chill i in my 
veins, and my heart funk within me, at the horror 
of the {fpectacle ; indeed it was a dreadful fi ght, at 
leaft it was fo tome, though Friday made nothing 
of it: The place was covered with human bones, 
the ground dyed with their blood, and great pieces 
of flefh left here and there, half eaten, mangled 
and fcorched, and, in fhort, all the tokens of the 
triumphant feaft they had been making there, 
after a victory over their enemies; I faw three 
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fkulls, five hands, and the bones of three or four 
lees and feet, and abundance of other parts of the 
bodies; and Friday by his, figns, made me under- 
ftand that they brought over four prifoners, to feaft 
upon, that three of them were eaten up, and that 
he, pointing to himfelf, was the fourth: that 
there had been a great battle between them and 
their next king , whofe fubjects, it -feems he had 
been one of, and that they had taken a great num- 
ber of prifoners, all which were carried to feveral 
places by thofe that had taken them in the fight, 
in order to feaft upon them, as was done here by 
thefe wretches upon thofe they brought hither. 


_ I cavusep Friday to gather all the fkulls, bones, 
flefh, and whatever remained, and lay them to- 
gether on a heap, and make a great fire upon it, 
and burn them all to afhes; I found Friday had 
ftill a hankering flomack after fome of the flefh, 
and was {till a cannibal in his nature ; but I difco- 
vered formuch abhorrence at the very thoughts of 
it, and at the leaft appearance of it, that he durft 
not difcover it: for 1 had by fome means let him 
know that I would kill him if he offered it. 


Wuen we had done this, we came back to our 
caftle, and there I fell to work for my man Friday; 
and firft of all, I gave him a pair of linen drawers, 
which 1 had out of the poor gunner’s cheft, I 
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mentioned; and which I found in the wreck; and 
which with a little alteration, fitted him very well ; 
then I made him a jerkin of goat’s-fkin, as well as 
my {kill would allow; and I was now grown a to- 
lerable good taylor; and I gave him a cap which 
Thad made of a hare-fkin, very convenient, and 
fafhionable enough; and thus he was cloathed for 
the preient, tolerably well; and was mighty well 
pleafed to fee himfelf almoft as well cloathed as his 
matter; itis true he went awkwardly in thefe things 
at firft; wearing the drawers, was very awkward fay 
him, and the fleeves of the waiftcoat galled his 
fhoulders, and the infide of his arms; but a little 
eafing them where he complained they hurt him, 
and ufing himfelf to them, at leneth he took tq 
them very well. 


Pre next day after I came home from my hutch 
with him, I began to confider where I fhould 
lodge-him; and that I might do well for him, and 
yet be perfectly eafy myfelf, I made a little tent 
for him in the vacant place, between my two for- 
ufications, in the infide of the Jaft, and in the 
outlide of the firft: and as there was a. door or 
entrance there into my cave, I made a formal 
framed door-cafe, and a door to it of beards; and 
fet it up in the aiieive a little within the entrance; 
and caufing the door to open on the infide, I barr- 
cd it up in the night; taking in my ladders too: 
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fo that Friday could no way come at me in the 
infide of my innermoft wall, without making fo 
much noife in getting over, that it muft needs 
waken me: for my firft wall had how a compleat 
roof over it, of long poles covering all my tent, 
and leaning up to the fide of the hill; which was 
again laid acrofs with fmaller fticks inftead of laths, 
and then thatched over a great thicknefs with the 
rice-{traw, which was ftreng like reeds; and at the 
hole or place which was left ta go in or out by the 
ladder, I had placed a kind of trap door, which 
if it had been atternpted onthe outfide, would not 
have opened at all, but would have fallen down, 
and made a great noife; and as to weapons I took 
them all into my fide every night. But I needed 
none of all this precaution ; for never man hada 
more faithful, loving fincere fervant than Friday 
was to me; without paffions, fullennefs or defigns, 
perfectly obliged and engaged; his very affections 
were tied to me, like thofe of a child to a father ; 
and I dare fay, he would have {acrificed his. life 
for the faving mine, upon any occafion whatfoever: 
the many teltimonies he gave me of this, put it 
out of doubt, and foon convinced me, that I 
needed to ufe no precautions, as to my fafety on 
hjs account. 


Turs frequently gave me occafionto obferve, and 
that with wonder, that however, it had pleafed God, 
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in-his providence, and-in the government ‘of ‘the 
works of his hands, to take from fo great a part 
of the world of his creatures, the beft'ufes to 
which their faculties, and the powers of their fouils 
are adapted; yet that he has beftowed ‘upon’ then 
the fame powers, the fame reafon, the fame affec- 
tions, the fame fentiments of kindnefs, and obliga 


tion, the fame paffions and refentments of wrongs, 


the fame fenfe of gratitude, fincerity, fidelity, and 


all the: capacities of doing good, ‘and receiving 


good that he has given to us;°and that when he 


pleafes to offer to them occafions of exerting thefe, 
they areas ready, nay, more ready toapply them 
tothe right ufes for which they were beftowed, than 
we.are; and this made me very melancholy fome- 
times, in reflecting, as the feveral occafions ‘pre- 
fented, how mean a ule we make of all thefe, even 


though we have thefe powers enlightened by the great 


lamp. of inftruftion, ‘the fpirit of God, and by the 
knowledge of his word, added te.our underftand- 
ing ;-and why it has:pleafed’God to hide the like 
faving knowledge from fo many millions of fouls, 
who af 1 might judge by this: poor favage, would 
make a much better:ute of it than we did, 


From hence, I fometimes was led too far, to 
invade the fovereignty of providence, and as it 
were. arraign the juftice of fo arbitrary a difpofition 
of things, that fhould hide that light from fome, 

| : and 
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arid reveal it to others, and yet expect a like duty 
from both; but I fhut it up, and checked my 
thoughts with this conclufion. (1f{t.) That we did 
not know by what light and law, thefe fhould be 
condemned; but thatas God, was neceflarily, and 
by the nature of his being, infinitely holy and juft, 
fo it could not be, but that if thefe creatures were 
all fentenced to abfence from himfelf, it was on 
account of finning againft that light, which, as 
the fcripture fays, was alaw to themielves, and by 
fuch rules as their confciences would acknowledge 
to be juft, though. the foundation was not difco- 
vered to us: and (2d.) that. ftill as we all are the 
clay in the hand of the potter, no veffel fhould 
fay to him, why-haft thou formed me thus. 


Bur to-return to my new companion; | was 
greatly delighted with him, and made it my -bu- 
finefs, to teach him every thing, that was proper 
to make him» ufeful,) handy; and helpful; but 
efpecially to make him fpeak, and underftand me 
when I fpoke; and he was the apteft {cholar that 
ever was; and particularly, was fo merry, fo con- 
ftantly diligent, and fo pleafed, when he could 
but underftand me, or make me_ underftand him, 
that it was-very> plealant:to me to talk to him: 
and now my. life began to be fo eafy, that I 
began to fay to myfelf, that could: lb but have been 
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{afe from more favages, I cared not, if L was nevet 
to remove from the place where I lived. 


Arter I had been two or three days returned to 
my caftle, [thought that in order to bring Friday 
off from his horrid way of feeding, and from the 
relifh of a cannibal’s ftomach, I ought to let him 
tafte other flefh: fo I took him out with me one 
morning to the woods: I went indeed intending 
to kill a kid out of my own flock, and bring 
him home, and drefs it. But as I was going, I 
faw a fhe goat lying down in the fhade, and two 
young kids fitting by her. I catched hold of Fri- 
day; hold, fays I, ftand ftill; and made figns to 
him not to ftir, immediately I prefented my piece; 
fhot and killed one of the kids. The poor crea- 
ture who had at a diftance indeed feen me kill the 
favage his enemy, but did not know or could 
imagine how it was done, was fenfibly furprized, 
trembled and fho k, and looked fo amazed, that 
{ thought he would have funk down, He did not. 
fee the kid I fhot at, or perceived I had killed it, 
but ripped up his waift-coat, to feel whether he 
was not wounded, and as I found, prefently 
thought I was refolved to kill him; for he came 
and kneeled down to me, and embraced my knees, 
faid a great many things I did not underftand; but 
I could eafily fee the meaning was to pray me 


not to kil] him, 
I soon 
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I soon found a way to convince him, that I 
would do him no harm; and taking him up by the 
hand, laughed at him, and pointing to the kid, 
which I had killed, beckoned to him to run and 
fetch it, which he did; and while he was wonder- 
ing and looking to fee how the creature was killed, 
loaded my gun again, and by and by, I faw a 
great fowl like a hawk, fitting upon a tree within 
fhot; fo to let Friday underftand a little what | 
would do, I called him to me again, pointed 
at the fowl, which was indeed a parrot, though | 
thought it had been a hawk, I fay pointing to the 


parrot, and to my gun, and to the ground under 


the parrot, to let him fee I would make it fall, [ 
made him underftand that I would fhoot and kill 
that bird; accordingly I fired and bade him look, 
and immediately feeing the parret fall, he ftood 
like one frighted again, notwithftanding all I had 
faid to him; and*I found he was the more amazed, 
becaufe he did not fee me put any thing into the 
eun; but thought that there muft be fome wonderful 
fund of death and deftruétion, in that thing, able 
to kill man, beaft, bird, or any thing near, or far 
off; and the aftonifhment this created in him was 
fuch, as could not wear off for a long time; and I 
believe if I would have let him, he would have 
worfhipped me and my gun: as for the gun itfelf, 
he would not fo,much as touch it for feveral days 
after; but he would fpeak to it, and talk to it, as 
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if it had anfwered him, when he was by himéelf; 
which as I afterwards learned of him, was to defire 
it not to kill him: Well; after his aftonifhment 
was a little over at this, I pointed to him to run 
and fetch the bird I had fhot, which he did, but 
ftaid fome time, for the parftot not being quite 
dead, was fluttered away a good diftance from the 
place where the fell; however, he found her, took 
her up, and brought her to me; and as I had per- 
ceived his ignorance about the gun before, I took 
this advantage to charge the gun again, and not té 
tet him fee me do it, that I might be ready for any 
other mark that might prefent; but nothing more 
offered at that time; fo I brought home the kid; 
and the fame evening I took the fkin off, and cut 
it out as well as I could, and having a pot fit for 
that purpofe, 1 boiled or ftewed fome of the flefh; 
and made fome very good broth; and after I had 
begun to eat fome, I gave fome to my man, who 
feemed very glad of it, and liked it very well ; 
but that which was ftratigeft to him, was to fee 
me eat falt with it; he made a fign to me that the 
falt was not good to eat, and putting a little into 


his cwn mouth, he feemed to naufeate it, and 


would {pit and {putter at it ; wafhing his mouth 
with frefh water after it; on the other hand, I took 
fome meat into my mouth without falt, and I pre- 
tended to {pit and fputter for want of falt, as fatt 
as:he had done at the falt, but it would not do; 
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ke would never care for falt, with his meat or in 
his broth, at leaft not for a great while, and then 
but a very little. 


Havine thus fed him with boiled meat and 
broth, I was refolved to feaft him the next day 
with roafting a piece of the kid; this I did by 
hanging it before the fire on a ftring; as I had 
feen many people do in England, fetting two poles 
up, one on each fide the fire, and one crofs on 
the top, and tying the ftring to the crofs ftick, 
letting the meat turn continually: This Friday 
admired very much, but when he came to tafte 
the flefh; he took fo many ways to tell me how 
well he liked it, that I could not but underftand 
him, and at laft he told me, as well as he could, 
he would never eat man’s flefh any more, which 
I was very glad to hear. 


Tue next day I fet him to work to beating 
fome corn out, and fifting it inthe manner I ufed 
to do, as I obferved before, and he foon under- 
{tood how to de it as well as 1, efpecially after he 
had feen what the meaning of it was, and that it 
was to make bread of it; for after that I let him fee 
me make my bread, and bake it too, and ina little 
time Friday was able to do all the work for me, as 
well as I could do it myfelf. 


“Lh I pes 
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I BEGAN now to confider, that having two 
mouths to feed inftead of one; I muft provide 
more ground for my haveft, and plant a larger 
quantity of corn than I ufed to do; fo I marked 
out a larger piece of land, and began the fence in 
the fame manner as before, in which F riday worked 
not only very willingly and very hard, but did it 
very chearfully, and I told him what it was for, 
that it was for corn to make more bread, becaufe 
he was now with me, and that I might have enough 
for,him and myfelf too: He appeared very fenfible 
ef that part; and let me know that he thought I 
had much more labour upon me on his account 
than I had for myfelf, and that he would work the 

harder for me, if I would tell him what todo. 


Tuts was the pleafanteft year of all the life Iled 
in this place ; Friday began to talk pretty well, and 
underftand the names of almoft every thing I had 
occafion to call for; and of every place I had to fend 
him to, and talked a great deal to me; fothat in 
fhort 1 began now to have fome ufe for my tongue 
avain, which indeed I had very little occafion for 
before, that 1s to fay about f{peech: befides the 
pleafure of talking to him, I had:a fingular fatif- 
faction in the fellow himfelf; his fimple unfeigned 
honeity appeared tome more and more every day, 
and I began really to love the creature; and on his 
fide; 
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fide I believe he loved me more than it was poffible 
for him ever to love any thing before. 


I HAD a mind once to try if he had any hankering 
inclination to his own country again, and having 


taught him Englith fo well, that he could anfwer 


me almoft any queftions, I afked him whether the 
ation that he belonged to never conquered in 
battle; at which he fmiled, and faid yes, yes, we 
always fight the better; that is, he meant, always 
get the better in fight; and fo we began the fol- 
lowing difcourfe: You always fight the. better, 
faid I, how came you to be taken prifoner then 
Friday ° | 

Friday. Ty nation beat much for all that. 

Majer. How beat! if your nation beat them, 
how came you to be taken? 

Friday. They more many than my nation in 
the place where me was; they take one, two, three 
and me; my nation over beat them in the yonder 
place, where me no was; there my nation take 
one, two, great thoufand. 

Mafter.. But why did not your fide recover you 
from the hands of your enemies then ? 

Friday. They run one, two, three and me, 
and make go in the canoe: my nation have no 
canoe that time. 

Mafler Well, Friday, and what does your na- 
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tion with the men they take, do they carry ther 
away and eat them, as thefe did? 
Friday Yes, my nation eat mans too, eat all 
up. 
* Mafler Where do they carry them? 
_ Friday. Go to other place where they think. 
Mafier. Do they come hither ? 
Friday. Yes, yes, they come hither, comie other’ 
elfe place. | 
Mafter.. Wave you been here with them? 
Friday Yes, 1 been here; (point to the N. 
W. fide of the ifland) which it feems was their 
fide. 


By this I underftood that my man Friday had 
formerly been among the favages who ufed to 
come on fhore on the farther part of the ifland, 
on the fame man-eating occafions that..he was 
now brought for; and fometime after, when I 
took the courage to carry him to that fide, being 
the fame I formerly mentioned, he prefently knew 
the place, and told me he was there once when 
they eat up twenty men, two women, and one 
child; he could not tell twenty in Englifh, but 
he numbered them, by laying fo many ftones 
inia row, and pointing to me to tell them over. 

I wave told this paflage, becaufe it introduces 
what follows; that after I had had this difcourfe 

with 
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with him, I afked-him how far it was from our 
ifland to the fhore, and whether the canoes were 
not often loft; he told me there was no danger, 
no canoes eyer loft; but that after a little way 
out to fea, there was a current and wind, “always 
one way in the morning, the other in the after- 
noon. ‘This I underftood to be no more than 
the fets of the tide, as going out or coming in; 
butI afterwards underftood it was occafioned by 
the great draft and reflux of the mighty river 
Oroonoko, in the mouth or the gulph of which 
river, as I found afterwards, our ifland lay; and 
this land which 1 perceived to the W. and N. 
W. was the great ifland Trinidad, on the north 
point of the mouth of the river: I afked Friday 
a thoufand queftiens about the country, the in- 
habitants, the fea, the coaft, and what nations 


avere near; he told me all he knew, with the. 


ereateft opennefs imaginable; 1 afked him the 
names of the feveral nations of his fort of peo- 
ple, but could get no other name than -Caribs; 
from whence I eafily underftood, that thefe were 
the Caribbees, which our maps place on the part 
of America which reaches from the mouth of the 
river Oroonoko to Guiana, and onwards to St. 
Martha: he told me, that up a great way be- 
yond the moon, that was, beyond the fetting of 
the moon, which muft be W. from their coun- 
try there dwelt whitedearded men, like me, and 
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pointed to my great whifkers, which I mentioned 
before, and that they had killed much mans, that 
was his word; by all which I —underftood, he 
meant the Spaniards, whofe cruelties in America 
had Been fpread over the whole country, and 
was remembered by all the nations from father to 
fon. iat Pane 


J Enquirep if he could tell me how T might 
come from this ifland, and get among thofe white 
men; he told me, yes, yes, I might go in two 
canoe; I could not underftand what he meant, or 
make him defcribe to me what he meant by two 
canoe, till at laft’ with | great “difficulty, I found 
he meant it muft be in a large boat as big as 
two canoes. This part of Friday’s dieaine be. 
gan to telifh with me very well, and from this 
time I entertained fome hopes that one time or 
other I might find an opportunity to make my 
efcape train’ this place, and that ‘this poor Saas 
might bea | means to help me to do 1 It, 


Durine the long time that Friday had now 
been with me, and that he began to fpeak to 
“me, and underftand me, I was not wanting to 
lay a foundation of religious knowledge in his 
mind; particularly I afked him one time who 
made him? The poor creature did not underftand 
me, at all, but thought I had afked him who was 
his father; but I took it up by another handle, 

and 
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and afked him who made the fea, the ground we 
walked on, and the hills and woods; he told me 
it was one old Benamuckee, that lived beyond 
all; he could defcribe nothing of this great per- 
fon, but that he was very old, much older, he 
faid than the fea or the land, than the moon or 
the ftars; I afked him then if this old perfon had 
made all things, why did not all things worfhip 
him? he looked: very grave, and with a perfect 
look is innocence faid, “ All things do fay O to 
him ;” I afked him if the people iho die in his 
country went away any where? He faid yes, they 
all went to Benamuckee; then I afked him whe- 
ther thefe they eat up went thither too, he faid, 
yes. 


From thefe things, I began to inftrué him in 
the knowledge of the true God: I told him that 
the great maker of all things lived up there, 
‘pointing up towards heaven; that he governs the 
world by the fame power and providence by 

which he had made it; that he was omnipotent, 
and could do every thing for us, give every thing 
to us, take every t thing from us; and thus by 
degrees, I opened his eyes. He liftened with 
ereat attention, and received with pleafure the 
notion of Jelus Chrift being fent to redeem us, 
and of the manner of making our prayers to God, 
and his being able to hear us, even into heaven: 
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He told me one day, that if our God could hear 
us up beyond the fun, he muft needs be a great- 
er God than their Benamuckee, who lived but a. 
little way off, and yet could, not ‘hear till they 
went up to the great. mountains where he dwelt, 
to {peak to him; I afked him if he ever went 
thither to fpeak to him; he faid, no, they never 
went that were young men, none went thither 
but. the old. men, whom he called their Qowoca- 
kee, that is, as I made him explain it to me, 
their religious, or clergy, and that they ‘went to 
fay O, (fo he called faying prayers) and then 
came back and told them what Benamuckee faid ; 
by this I obferved, that.there is prieft-craft even 
among{t the moft blinded ignorant pagans in the 
world, and the policy of making a fecret of religion 
in order to preferve the veneration of the people to 
the clergy, is not only to be found in the Roman 


but perhaps among all the religions in the world, 


even among the moft brutifh and barbarous fa- 
vages. 


I ENDEAVOURED to clear up this point to my 
man Friday, and told him, that the pretence of 
their old men going up to the mountains to fay 
O to their God Benamuckee, was a Cheat, and 
their bringing word from. thence what-he faid-was 
much more fo; that if they. met with any anf{wer, 
or fpake with any one there, it muft be with an 

evil 
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evil fpirit: and then I entered into a long dif 
courie with him about the Devil, the original 
of him, his rebellion againft God his enmity to 
man, the reafon of it, his fetting himfelf up in 
the dark parts of the world, tobe worfhipped inftead 
of God, and as God, and the many ftratagems he 
made ufe of to delude mankind to his ruin, how he 
had a fecret accefs to our paffions and to our affec- 
tions, to adapt his {nares fo to our inclinations 
as to caufe us even to be our own tempters, and 
run upon our deftru€tion by our own choice. 


I Frounp vit was not fo eafy to imprint right 
notions in his mind about the devil, as it was 
about the being of a God: nature affifted all my 
‘arguments to evidence to him, :even the neceffity 
of a great firft caufe and overruling governing 
power, a fecret directing providence, :and of the 
equity and juftice of paying homage to him that 
made us, and the like. But there appeared no- 
thing of all this in the notion of an évil {pirit; 
of his original, his being, his nature, and above 
all, of his inclination to do evil, and to draw 
us in to do fo too; and the poor creature puzzl- 
ed me once in fuch a manner, by a queftion 
merely natural and innocent, that I fcarce knew 
what to fay to him. I had been talking a great 
deal to him of the power of God, his omnipot- 
ence, his averfion to fin, his being a confuming 
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fire to the workers of iniquity; how, as he had 
made us all, he could deflroy us and all the world 
in a moment; and he liftened with great feriouf- 
nefs to me all the while, 


- Arrer this, I had been telling him how the 
devil was.God’s enemy in the hearts of men, and 
ufed ail his malice and {kill to defeat the good defigns 
of providence, and to ruin the kingdom of Chrift 
in the world, and the like. “ Well, fays Friday, 
but you fay God’ is fo flrong, fo great, is he not 
much ftrong, much might as the devil; Yes, 
yes, fays I, Friday, God, is ftronger than the 
devil, God is above the devil, and therefore we 
pray. to God to tread him down under our feet, 
and enable us to refift his temptations and quench 
his fiery darts. But fays he again, if God much 
-ftronger, much. might as the devil, why God 
-no kill the devil, fo make him no more do 
wicked 2” 


I was ftrangely furprifed at his queftion, and 
after all, though I was now an old man, yet I was 
but a young doétor, and ill enough qualified for 
a cafuift, or a folver of difficulties; and at firft I 
could not tell what to fay, fo I pretended not to 
hear him, and afked him what he faid? But he - 
was too earneft for an anfwer to forget his quef- 
tion, fo that he repeated it in the very fame broken 
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words as above. By this time I had recovered 
myfelf a little, and I faid “ God will at laft 
punifh him feverely, he is referved for the judg- 
ment, and is to be caft into the bottomle/s pit, to 
dwell with everlafting fire.’ This did not fatis- 
fy Friday, but he returns upon me, repeating my 
words, RESERVE AT Last, ** Me no underftand; 
but why not kill the devil now, not kill long 
ago? You may as well afk me, faid I, why God 
does not kill ‘you and me, when we do wicked 
things here that offend him? We are preferved to 
repent and be pardoned. He mufed a while at 
this; well, well, fay, he, mighty affectionately, 
that well, fo you J, devil, all wicked, all pre- 
{erve, repent, God pardon all. Here I was run 
-down again by him to the laft degree, and it was 
a teftimony to me, how the meer notions of na- 
ture, though they will guide reafonable creatures 
to the knowledge of a God, and of aworfhip or 
homage due to the fupreme being, of God as the 
confequence of our nature; yet nothing but di- 
vine revelation can form the knowledge-of Jefus 
Chrift, and of a redemption purchafed for us, of 
a mediator of the new covenant, and of an inter- 
ceffor at the foot-ftool of God’s throne; I fay, 
nothing but a revelation from heaven can form 
thefe in the foul, and that therefore the gofpel 
of our Lord and Sayiour Jefus Chrift, I mean 
the word of God, and the fpirit of God promil- 


ed 


248 ADVENTURES OF 


ed for the guide and fan@ifier of his people, .are 
the abfolutely seceffary inftructors of the fouls 
of men, in the faving knowledge of God and the 
means of falvation. 


I ruererore diverted the prefentdifcourfe between 

me and my man, rifine up haftily, as upon fome 
fudden. occafion of going out; then fending him 
for fomething a good way off, I ferioufly prayed 
to God that he would enable me to inftrué fay- 
ingly this poor favage, -affifting by. his. fpirit the 
heart of the poor ignorant creature, to receive 
the light of the knowledge of God in'Chrift re- 
conciling him to himfelf, and would .guide-me to 
{peak fo to him from the word of-God, as his 
confcience might be convinced, his eyes opened, 
and his foul faved. When he .came again to 
me, I entered into a long. difcourfe with him 
upon the fubject of the redemption of man by 
the: Saviour. of the world, and of the doétrine 
of the gofpel preached from heaven, viz. of 
repentance towards God, and faith in our bleffed 
Lord Jetus. I then explained. to him, as well as 
I could, why our blefied Redeemer took not on 
him the nature of angels, but the feed of Ab- 
raham, and how, for that reafon, the fallen an- 
gels had no fhare in’ the redemption; that he. 
came only to the loft fheep of the houfe of If 
rael ; and the like. 


I HAD 
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f had, God knows, more fincerity than know- 
edge in all the methods I took for this poor 
creature’s inftruction, and muft acknowledge what 
[ believe all that act upon the fame principle will 
find that inlaying things opentohim,] really inform- 
ed and inftructed myfelf in many things, that either 
did not know, or had not fully confidered before, 
but which occurred naturally to my mind upon 
fearching into them, for information of this 
poor javage; and I had more affection in my 
enquiry after things upon this occafion, than ever 
I felt before: fo that whether this poor wild 
wretch was the better for me, or no, I had great 
reafon to be thankful that ever he came to me : 
My grief fat lighter upon me, my habitation grew 
comfortable to me beyond meafure: and when 
I reflected that in this folitary life which I had 
been confined to, I had not only been moved 
myfelf to look up to heaven, and to. feek to the 
hand that had brought me there, but was now 
to be made an inftrument, under providence; to 
fave the life, and, for ought I knew, the foul of 
a poor favage, and bring him to the true know- 
ledge of religion, and of the chriftian doétrine, 
that he might know Chrift Jefus, to know whom 
is life eternal. I fay, when I refleéted upon all 
thefe things, a fecret joy ran through every part 
of my foul, and I frequently rejoiced that ever I 
was -brought to this place, which Thad fo often 
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thought the moift dreadful of all afflictions tHar 
could poffibly have befallen me. 


Im this thankful frame I continued all the re- 
mainder of my time; and the converfation which 
émplyed the hours between Friday and. me, was 
fuch as made the three years which we. lived 
there together, perfe€tly and compleatly happy; 
}f any fuch thing as compleat. happinefs can be 
formed in a fublunary ftate. This favage was 
now a good chriftian, a much better. than I, 
though I have reafon to hope, and blefs God 
for it, that we were equally, penitent and com- 
forted reftored penitents: we had here the word 
of God toread, and no farther off from his fpirit 
to inftruét, than if we had been in England. 
Y always applied myfelf, in reading the fcrip- 
ture, to let him know, as well as I could, the 
meaning of what I read; and he again, by his 
ferious enquiries and queftionings, made me as I 
faid before, a much better feholar in the fcrip- 
ture-knowledge than I fhould evér have been by 
my own private mere reading. Another thing I can- 
not refrain from obferving here alfo, from experience, 
in this retired part of my life, viz. how infinite 
and jnexpreffible a bleffing it is, that the know- 
ledge of God, and of the doétrine. of falvation 
by Chrift Jefus, is fo plainly laid down in the 
word of God, fo eafy to be received and under- 
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food; that as the bare reading the {cripture 
made me capable of underftanding enough of my 
duty to carry me directly on to the ereat work 
of fincere repentance for my fins, and laying hold 
of a faviour for life and falvation, to a ftated 
reformation in practice and obedience to all God’s 
commands; and this without any teacher, or in- 
ftructer, 1 mean human; fo the fame plain in- 
ftruction . fufficiently ferved to the enlightning 
this favage creature, and bringing him to be Gach 
a chriftian, as I have known few equal to him in 
my life. 


As to all the difputes, wrangling, ftrife and 
contention, which have ase in he world 
about religion, whether niceties. in doétrines, or 
{chemes of church-government, they were all per: 
fectly ufelefs to us; as for ought I can yet fee, 
they have been to all the reft of the world; we 


had the fure euide to heaven, viz. the word- of 


God, and we had bleffed be God, comfortable 
views of the {fpirit of God teaching and inftruét- 


ing us by his word, leading us into all truth, and 


making us both willi ing and obedient to the in- 
Re of his word; and I cannot fee the 
leaft ufe that the greateft knowledge of the dif 
puted points in religion, which have made fuch 
confufions in the world, would have been to us 
if we could have obtained it; but I muf 20 
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on with the hiftorical part of things, and take 
every part in its order: | 


Arter. Friday and I became more intimately 
acquainted, and that he could underftand almoft 
all I faid to him, and fpeak pretty fluently, though 
in broken Enelifh, tome, I acquainted him with 
my own hiftory, or at leaft fo much of it as related to 
my coming into this place, how I had lived there, 
and how long: I let him into the myftery, for fuch 
it was to him, of eun-powder and bullet, and taught 
him how to fhoot. I gave him a knife, which 
he was wonderfully delighted with, and I made 
him a belt with a frog hanging to it, ftrch as in 
Eneland we wear hangers in, and in the frog, in- 
ftead of a hanger, I gave him a hatchet, which 
was not only as good a weapon in fome cafes, but 
much more ufeful upon other occafions. 

I pescriseD to him the country of Europe, 
particularly England, which I came from; how 
we lived, how we worfhipped God, how we be- 
haved to one another, and how we traded in fhips 
to all parts of the world: I gave him an account 
of the wreck which I had been on board of, 
and fhewed, him, as near as I could, the place 
where fhe lay; but fhe was all beaten in pieces 


_ before, and gone. 
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{°sHEweED him thé ruins of our boat, which 
we loft wheh we efcaped, and which I could not 
fir with my whole ftrength then; but was now 
fallen almoft all to pieces: upon feeing this boat, 
Friday ftood mufing a great while and faid no- 
thing; I afked him what it was he ftudied upon, 
at laft fays he, “‘ me fee fuch boat like come to 
place at my nation:” 


I pip not underftand him a good while; but 
at latt, when I had examined farther*into: it; I 
underftood by him, that a boat, fuch as that had 
been, came on fhore upon the country where hé 
lived ; that is, as he explained it, was driven thi- 
ther by ftrefs of weather: I prefently imagined, 
that fomé European fhip muft have been  caft 
away upon their coaft, and the boat might get 
loofe,; and drive afhore; but was fo dull, that I 
never ofice thought of men making their efcape 
from a wreck thither, much lefs whence they ‘might 
come; fo I only enquired after a defcription of 
the boat: 


Fripay defcribed the boat to me well enough ; 
but brought me better to underftand him, when 
he added with fome warmth, “‘ we fave the 
white mans from drown:” then I prefently afked 
him, ifthere were any white mans as he called them 
in the boat; yes, he faid, ‘“‘ the boat full white 

mans ;”’ 
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man.” I afked him how many; he told upon 
his fingers feventeen: I afked .him then what 
became of them; he told me, ‘ they live, they 
dwell at my nation.” 


Tus put new thoughts into my head; for J 
prefently imagined, that thefe might be the men 
belonging to the fhip that was caft away in the 
fight of my ifland, as I now called it; and who 
after the fhip was ftuck on the rock, and_ they 
faw her inevitably loft, had faved themfelves in 
their boat, and were landed upon that wild fhore 
among the favages. 


Upon this I enquired of him more critically, 
what was become of them: he affured me they 
lived ftill there; that they had been there about 
four years; that the favages let them alone, and 
gave them victuals to live on. If afked him, how 
it came to pafs they did not kill them, and eat 
them? He faid, ““No, they make brother with 
them;” that is, as I underftood him, a truce; and 
then he added, ‘* they no eat mans but when make 
the war fight ;” that 1s to fay, they never eat any 
men but fuch as come to fight with them, and are 
taken in battle. . 


Ir was after this fome confiderable time, that 
being upon the top of the hill, at the eaft fide of 
the ifland, from whence as I have faid, I had ina 

clear 
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clear day difcovered the main or continent of 
America, Friday, the weather being very ferene; 
looks very earneftly towards the main land, and 
in a kind of furprife, falls a jumping and dan ing, 
and calls out to me, for I was at fome diftance 
from him; I -afked him what was the matter? “O 
joy!” fays he, “O glad! there fee my country, 
there my nation!” I obferved an extraordinary 
renfe of pleafure appeared in his ‘face, and his 
eyes fparkled, and his countenance difcovered a 
{trange eagernefs, as if he had a mind to be in his 
own country again; and this obfervation of mine 
put a great many thoughts into me, which made 
me at firft not fo eafy about my new man Friday 
as | was before; and I made no doubt, but that 
if Friday could get back to his own nation again, 
he would not only forget all his religion, but all 
his obligation to me, and would be forward e- 
nough to give his countrymen an account of me, 
and come back perhaps with an hundred or two 
of them, and make a feaft upon me, at which he 
might be as merry as he ufed to be with thofe of 
his enemies, when they were taken in war. 


Bur J wronged the poor honeft creature very 
much, for which I was very forry afterwards: 
However, as my jealoufy increafed and held me 
fome weeks, I was a little more circumfpect, and 
not fo familiar and kind to him as before: in 
which I was certainly in the wrong too, the honeft 
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erateful creature having no thought about 1t, but 
what confifted with the beft principles, both as 
a religious chriftian, and as a grateful friend, as 
appeared afterwards, to my full fatisfaction. 


Wurie my jealoufy of him lafted, you may be 
fure | was every day pumping him, to fee if he 
would difcover any of the new thoughts which I 
fufpeéted were in him; but I found every thing 
he {aid was fo honeft and fo innocent, that I could 
find nething to nourifh my fufpicion, and in fpite 
of all my wuneafinefs, he made me at laft entirely 
his own again; nor did he in the leaft perceive 
that I was uneafy, and therefore I could not fufpect 
him of deceit. 


One day walking up the fame hill, but the 
weather being hazy at fea, fo that we could not 
fee the continent, I called to him, and faid; 
Friday, “do not you with yourfelf in your own 
country, your own nation. Yes, he faid, he be 
much glad to be at his own nation. What would 
you do there, faid I, would you turn wild again, 
eat mens flefh again, and be a favage as you were 
before?” He looked fullof concern, and fhaking his 
head, faid, ‘ No, fo, Friday tell them to live good 
tell them to pray God; tell them to eat corn-bread; 
cattle-flefh, milk,no eat man again. Why then, faid 
{to him, they will kill you,” He looked grave at 
that, and then faid, ‘‘ No,no, they no kill me, they 
willing lovelearn.”He meant by this, they would be 
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willing to learn, he added, ‘ they learned much of 
the bearded mans that came in the boat.” Then { 
afked him if he would go back to them? he fmiled 
at that, and told me that he could not fwim fo 
far. I told him I would make a canoe for him. 
Fle told me, he would go if I would go with 
him. “ I go, fays I, why they will eat me if I 
come there. No, no, fays he, me make they no 
eat you, me make they much love you.’? He 
meant he would tell them how I had: killed his 
enemies, and faved his life, and fo he would make 
them love rne; then he teld me, as well as he could, 
how kind they were to feyenteen white men, or 
bearded men, as he called them, who came on 
fhore there in diftrels. 


From this time I confefs I had a mind to 
venture over, and fee-if I could poffibly join with 
thofe bearded men, who I made no doubt were 
Spaniards or Portuguefe, not doubting but if I 
could, we might find fome method to efcape from 
thence, being upon the continent, and a good 
company together, better than I could from an 
ifland forty miles off the fhore, and alone without 
help. So after fome days I took Friday to work 
again, by way of difcourfe, and told him I would 
give him a boat to go back to his own nation, and 
accordingly I carried him to my frigate, which 
lay on the other fide of the ifland, and haying 
cleared it of water (for I always kept it funk in the 
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water) I brought it out, fhewed it him, and we 
both went into it. I found he was a moft dexte- 
rous fellow at managing it, and would make it go 
almoft as fwift again as 1 could; fo when he was 
in I faid to him, Well now, Friday, fhall we 
eo to your nation?’ He looked very dull at my 
faying fo, which it feems-was, becaufe he thought 
the boat too fmall to go fo far; I told him then I 
had a bigger; fo the next day 1 went to the place 
where the firft boat lay which I had made, but 
which I could not get into the water He faid that 
was big enough; but then as I had taken no care 
of it, and it had lain two or three and twenty years 
there, the fun had fplit and dryed it, that it was 
in a manner rotten., Friday told me fuch a boat 
would do very well, and would carry “ much 
enough vittle, drink, bread,” that was his way of 
talking. | 


‘Uron the whole, I was by this time fo fixed 
upon my defign of going over with him to the 
continent, that I told him, we would go and 
make one as big as that, and he fhould go home 
in it. He anfwered not one word, but looked 
very grave and fad; I afked him what was the 
matter with him? he afked'me again, thus, “ Why 
you angry mad with Friday, what me done?” I 
afked him what he meant? I told him I was-not 
anery with him at all, “No angry! No angry ?” 
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jays he, repeating the words feveral times, ‘* Why 
fend Friday home away to my nation? Why fays I, 
Friday, ‘did not you fay, you wifhed you were 
there? Yes yes,” fays he, ** with be both there, 
no wifh Friday there, no mafter there.” In a 
word he would not think of going there without 
me, ‘I go there Friday, fays I, what fhall I do 
there? he returned very quick upon me at this; 
“* You do great deal much good, fays he, you 
teach wild man’s to be good fober tame mans; you 
tell them know God, pray God, and live new 
life. Alas! Friday, fays I, thou knoweft not 
what thou fayeft; I am but an ignorant man 
myfelf. Yes yes, fays he, you teachee me sood, 
you teachee them good. No no Friday fays I, 
<* You fhail go without me, leave me here to 
live by myfelf, as I did before.” He looked 
confufed again at that word and running to one 
of the hatchets which he ufed to wear, he takes ig 
up haftily, comes, and gives it to me, “ What 
muft I do with this?” fays I to him. “ You 
take kill Friday, fays he. “ What muft I kill 
you for? Said I again. He returns very quick, 
‘© What you fend Friday away for? Take kill 
Friday no fend Friday away. This he fpoke fo 
earneftly, that I faw tears ftand in his eyes: in a 
word, 1 fo plainly difcovered the utmoft affection 
in him to me, and a firm refolution in him, that 
T told him then, and often after, that I would 
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never fend him away from me, if he was willing 
to {tay with me. 


Upon the whole, as J found by all his difcourfe 
a fettled affection to me, and that nothing fhould 
part him from me, fo I found all the foundation 
of his defire to go to his own country, was laid 
in his ardent affection to the people, and his hopes 
of my doing them good; a thing; which as I had 
no notion of myfelf, fo I had nat the leaft thought, 
or intention, or defire of undertaking it. But ftill 
I found a ftrong inclination to my attempting an 
efcape as above, founded on the fuppofition ga- 
thered from the difcourfe, viz, that there were 
feventeen bearded men there; therefore, without 
any more delay, I went to work with Friday, to 
find out a great tree proper to fell, and make a 
large periagua, or canoe, to undertake the voyage, 
There were trees enough in the ifland; to have 
built a little fleet, not of periaguas or canoes, 
but even of good large. veflels: but the main 
thing I looked at, was to get one fo near the water 
that we might launch it when it was made, to 
avoid the miftake I committed at firft. 


Ar‘ laft, Friday pitched upon a tree, for I found 
he knew much better than I, what kind of wood 
was fitteft for it; nor can I tell to this day what 
wood to cabl the tree we cut down,. except it. was 
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yery like the tree we call fuftic, or between that 
and the nicarigus wood, for it was much of the 
fame colour and fmell. Friday was for burning the 
hollow, or cavity of this tree out, to make it for 
a boat; but I fhewed him how rather to cut it out 
with tools, which, after I had fhewed him how ta 
ufe, he did very handily, and in about a month’s 
hard labour, we finifhed it, and made it very hand- 
fome, efpecially when with our axes, which I 
fhewed him how to handle, we cut and hewed the 
outfide into the true fhape of a boat: after this 
however, it coft us near a fortnight’s time to get 
her along, as it were inch by inch, upon great 
rowlers into the water. Butwhen fhe was in, fhe 
would have carried twenty men with great eate. 


Wuen fhe was inthe water, and though fhe was 
fo big, it amazed me to fee, with what dexterity, 
and how fwift my man Friday would manage her, 
turn her, and paddle her along; fo I afked him 
if he would, and if we might venture over in her ; 
‘© Yes he faid, he venture over in her very well, 
though great blow wind.” However, I had a far- 
ther defign, that he knew nothing of, and that 
was to make a mait and afail, and to fit her with 
an anchor and cable; as to a maft, that was eafy 
enough to get; fo I pitched upon a ftrait young 
cedar tree, which I found near the place, and 
which there were great plenty of in the ifland, 

and 
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and I fet Friday to work to cut it down, and 
eave him directions how to fhape and order ‘it. 
But as to the fail, that was my particular care; |] 
knew I had old fails, or rather pieces of old fails 
enough ; but as I had them now fix and twenty 
years by me, and had not been very careful to 
preferve them, not imagining that I fhould ever 
have this kind of ufe for them, I did not doubt 
but they were all rotten, and indeed, moft of 
them were fo; however, I found two pieces, 
which appeared pretty good, and with thefe I 
went to work, and with a great deal of pains and 
aukward tedious ftitching (you may be fure) for 
want of needles, I at length made a three cornered 
ugly thing, like what we callin England, a fhoul- 
der of mutton-fail, to go with a boom at bottom, 
and a little fhort {prit at the top, fuch as ufually 
our fhips long-boats {ail with, and fuch as I beft 
knew how to manage becaufe it was fuch an one, 
as I had to the boat, in which I made my efcape 
from Barbary, as related in the firft part of my 
{tory 


I was near two months, performing this. laft 
work, viz. rigging and fitting my maft and fails; 
for I finifhed them very compleat, and making a 
{mall ftay, and a fail or fore-fail to it, to affitt, if 
we fhould turn to windward; and which was more 
than all, I fixed a rudder to the ftern of her, to 
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{teer with; and though I was a ‘bungling fhip- 
wright, yet as I. knew the ufefulnefs, and even 
neceffity of fuch a thing; I applied myfelf with 
fomuch pains to do it, that at laft I brought it to 
pafs; though confidering the many dull contri- 
vances I had for it that failed, I think it coft me 
almoft as much labour as making the boat. 


Arter all this was done too, I had my man 
Friday to teach as to what belonged to the na- 
vigation of my boat; for though he knew very 
well how to paddle a canoe, he knew nothing what 
belonged toa fail, and a rudder; and was the moft 
amazed, when he faw me work the boat to and 
again in the fea by the rudder, and how the fail 
eibbed, and filled this way, or that way, as the 
courfe we failed changed; I fay, when he faw this, 
he ftood like one aftonifhed, and amazed. How- 
ever, with a little ufe, I made all thefe things 
familiar to him; and. he became an expert {failor, 
except that as to the compafs, I could make him 
underftand very little of that. On the other hand, 
as there was very little cloudy weather, and fel- 
dom or never any fogs in thofe parts, there was 
the lefs occafion for a compafs, feeing the ‘ftars 
were always to be feen by night, and the fhore by 
day, except in the rainy feafons, and then nobody 
cared to ftir abroad, either by land or fea. 
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I was now entered on the feven and twentieth 
year of my captivity in this place; though the 
three Jaft years, that I had this creature with me, 
ought rather to be left out of the account, my 


habitation, being quite of another kind, than in 


all the reft of the time. I kept the anniverfary of 
my landing here, with the fame thankfulnefs to 
God, for his mercies as at firft; and if I had fuch 
caufe of acknowledgement at firft, I had much 
more fo now, having fuch additional teftimonies 
of the care of providence over me, and the great 
hopes I had of being effeétually and fpeedily 
delivered; for I had an invincible impreffion 
upon my thought, that my deliverance was at 
hand, and that I fhould not be another year in 
this place: however, I went on with my hufban- 
dry, digging, planting, fencing, as ufual: I 
gathered and cured my grapes, and did every 
neceffary thing as before. | 


Tue rainy feafon was now in the mean time 
upon me, when I kept more within doors, than 
at other times; fo I had ftowed our new veffel as 
fecure as we could, bringing her up into the creek, 
where, as I faid, in the begining, I landed my 
rafts from the fhip, and hauling her up to the 
fhore, at high water mark, J made my man 
Friday dig a little dock juft big enough to hold 
her, and juft deep enough to give her water 
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énough to float in: and then when the tide was 
out, we made a’ ftrong dam crofs the end of it, 
to keep the water out; and fo fhe lay dry, as to 
the tide from the fea; and to keep the rain off, 
we laid a great many boughs of trees, fo thick, 
that fhe was as well thatched as a houfe; and thus 
we waited for the months of November and De- 
cember, in which I defigned to make my adven- 
ture. 


Wuen the fettled feafon began to come-in, as 
the thought of my defign returned with the fair 
weather, I was preparing daily for the voyage: 
and the farft thing 1 did, was to lay by a certain 
quantity of provifions,. being the ftores for our 
voyage; and intended in a week or a fortnights 
time, to open the dock, and launch out our boat. 
t was bufy one morning upon fomething of this 
kind, when I called to Friday, and bid him go 
ro the fea-fhore, and fee if he could find a turtle, 
or tortoife, a thing, which we generally got once 
a week, for the fake of the eggs, as well as the 
Aefh: Friday had not been Jong gone, when he 
came running back, and flew over my outer wall, 
or fence, like one that felt not the ground, or the 
fleps he fet his feet on; and before I had time to 
{peak to him, he cries out to me, “ O matter! 
O matter! O forrow! O bad! What’s the matter, 
Friday faysI, O yonder, there, fays he, one, two, 
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three canoe! one, two, three’ by this way of 
{peaking, I concluded there were fix, but on en- 
quiry, I found it was but three: -well, Friday, 
fays I, do not be frighted ; fo I heartened him up 
as well as I could: however, I faw the poor fellow 
was moft terribly feared, for nothing ran in his 
head, but that they were come to look for him, 
and would cut him in pieces, andeat him; and the 
poor fellow trembled fo, that I fearce knew what 
to do with him: I comforted him as well as I could, 
and told him I was in asmuch danger as he, and 
that they would eat re as well as him; but fays 
I Friday, “‘ we muft refolve to fight them: can 
you fight? Friday. Me fhoot, fays he, but there 
come many great number. No matter for that, 
faid L again, our guns will fright them that we do 
not kill ?” fo Lafked him whether, if I-refolved to 
defend him, he would defend me, and ftand by 
me, and do juft as I bid him: he faid, “ Me die 
when you bid die, mafter.”” So I went and fetched 
a good dram of rum, and gave him; for I had 
.been fo good a hufband of my rum, that I had a 
great deal left: when he had drank it, I made him 
take the two fowling pieces, which we always 
carried, and loaded them with large fwan fhot, as 
big as fmall piftol bullets; then I took four muf- 
kets, and loaded them with two flugs, and five 
{mall bullets each; and my two piftols, I loaded 
with a brace of bullets each; I hung my great 
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{word, as ufual, naked by my fide, and gave Fri- 
day his hatchet. 


Wuen I had thus prepared myfelf, I took my 
per{pective glafs, and went up to the fide of the 
hill, to fee what 1 could difcover; and I found 
quickly by my glafs, that there was one and 
twenty favages, three prifoners, and three canoes, 
and that their whole bufinefs feemed to be the 
triumphant banquet upon thefe three human bo- 
dies, (a barbarous feaft indeed) but nothing more 
than, as Lhad obferved, was ufual with them. 


{ opszrvep alfo, that they were landed not 
where they had done when Friday made his efcape, 
but nearer to my creek, where the fhore was low, 
and where a thick wood came clofe almoft down 
to the fea: this, with the abhorrence of the in- 
human errand thefe wretches came about, filled me 
with fuch indignation, that I came down again to 
Friday, and told him, I was refolved to go down 
to them and kil them all; and afked him if he 
would ftand by me? he was now gotten over 
his fright, and his fpirits being a little raifed with 
the dram I had ‘given him, he was very chearful, 
and told me, as before, ‘ he would die, when I 
bid die.” 


In 
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Iw this fit of fury, I took firft and divided thé 
arms which I had charged, as beforé, between us} 
I gave Friday one piftol to ftick in his girdle, and 
three guns upon his fhoulder, and I took one piftol 
and the other three myfelf; and in this pofture wé 
marched out: I took a {mall bottle of rum in my 
pocket, and gave Friday a large bag with more 
powder andbullet ; and as to orders; I charged him 
to keep clofe behind me, and not to ftir, or fhoot, 
or do any thing till I bid him; and in the mean 
time, not to fpeak a word: in this -pofture, I 
fetched a compafs to my right hand of near a mile, 
as well to get over the creek, as to get into the 
wood, fo that I might come within fhot of them 
before I fhould be difcovered; which I had feen 
by my glafs it was eafy to do. 


Ware I was making this march, rhy formet 
thoughts returning, I began to abate my refolu- 
tion; J do not mean, that J entertained any fear of 
their number, for as they were naked, unarmed 
wretches, it is certain I was fuperior to them, 
nay, though I had been alone; but it occured 
to my thoughts, what call? What occafion? 
Much lefs what neceffity 1 was in to go and dip 
my hands in blood, to attack people who had 


neither done or intended me any wrong? Who as 


to me, were innocent, and whofe barbarous cuf- 
oms were their own difafter, being in them indeed 
a token 
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a token of God’s having left them, with the other 


hations of that part of the world, to fuch ftupidity, | 


and to fuch inhuman courfes, but did not call me 
to take upon me to be a judge of their aétions, 
much lefs an executioner of his juftice ; that when- 
ever he thought fit he would take the caufe into 
_-his own-hands, and by national vengeance punith 
them, as a people for national crimes; but that in 
the mean time, it was none of my bufinefs; that 
it was true, Friday might juftify it, becaufe he 
was a declared enemy, and in a ftate of war with 


thofe very particular people, and it was lawful for . 


him to attack them, but I could not fay the fame 
with refpect to myfelf. Thefe things were fo 
warmly preffed upon my thoughts all the way as 
I went, that I refolved I would only go and 
place myfelf near them, that I might obferve their 
barbarous feaft, and that I would aé& then as God 
fhould direét, but that -unlefs fomething offered 
that was more a call to me than yet I knew of, I 
would not meddle with them. 


Wiru this refolution I entered the wood and, 
with all poffible ‘warinefs and filence, Friday fol- 
lowing clofe at my heels, I marched till I came to 
the {kirt of the wood, on the fide which was next 
to them, only that one corner of the wood lay 
between me and them; here I called foftly to 
Friday, and fhewing him a great tree, which was 
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juft at the corner of the wood, I bad him go to the 
tree, and bring me word if he could fee there plainly 
what they were adoing; he did fo, and came imme- 
diately back to me, and told me they might be 
plainly viewed there, that they were all about 
their fire, eating the flefh of one of their prifoners, 
and that another lay bound upon the fand, a little 
from them, which he faid they would kill next, 
and which fired all the very foul within me; he 
told me it was not one of their nation, but one of 
the bearded men, who he had told me of, that came 
to their country in the boat: I was filled with horror 
at the very naming the white bearded man, and 
going to the tree, I faw plainly by my glafs a 
white man who lay upon the beach of the fea, 
with his hands and his feet tied with flags, or things 
like rufhes; and that he was an European, and had 
cloaths on. 


‘THERE was another tree, and a little thicket 
beyond it, about fifty yards riearer to them than 
the place where I was, which by going a little way 
about, I faw 1 might come at undifcovered, and 
that then I fhould be within half a fhot of them; 
fo I with-held my pafion, though I was indeed 
enraged to the higheft degree, and going back 
about twenty paces, I got behind fome bufhes 
which held all the way, till I came to the other 
tree, and then I came to a little rifing ground; 

; which 
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which gave me a full view of them; at the diftancé 
of about eighty yards. 


I wAp-now not a moment to lofe, for nineteen 
of the dreadftil wretches fat upon the ground, all 
clofe huddled together, and had juft fent the other 
two to butcher the poor Chriftian, and bring him 
perhaps limb by limb to their fire, and they were 
ftooped down to unty the bands at his feet; (fot 
thefe prifoners were faft bound). I turned to 
Friday, Now, Friday, faid I; “ do as I bid thee. 
Friday faid he would: Then Friday, fays I, do 
exactly ds you fee me do, fail in riothing:” So I 
fet down one of the mufkets and the fowlihg-piece 
‘upon the ground, and Friday did the like by his; 
and with the other mufket 1 took my aim at the 
favages, bidding him to do the like; then atkihg 
him if he was ready; he faid, yes; then fire at 
them, {aid 1; ahd the fame moment I fired alfo. 


FripAy took his aim fo much: better than I, 
that on the fide that he thot he killed two of them, 
and wounded three more; ahd on my fide I killed 
one ahd wounded two. They were, you may be 
{ure, in a dreadful conftérnation, edt all of them 
who were hot hurt jumped up upon their feet, but 
did not immediately know which way to run of 
which way to look, for they knew not from whence 
their deftru€tiof came: Friday kept his eyes clote 
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upon me, that as I had bid him, he might oblérve 
what I did; foas foon as the firft fhot was made, | 
threw down the piece and took up the fowling- 
piece and Friday did the like; he faw me cock and 
prefent, he did the fame again: are you ready ? 
Friday faidI. Yes, fays he: Let fly then, fays I, in 
the name of God; and with that I fired again among 
the amazed wretches, and fo did Friday, and as 
our pieces were now loaden with what I called 
{wan fhot, or fmall piftel bullets, we found only 
two drop, but fo many were wounded, that they 
ran about yelling and {creaming like mad crea- 
tures, all bloody, and miferably wounded moft of 
them, whereof three more fell quickly after, 
though not guite dead. 


Now, Friday; fays I; (laying down the difchargéd 
pieces, and taking up the mufket which was yet 
loaden) follow me ; which he did with a great deal 
of courage; upon which I rufhed out of the wood, 
and fhewed myfelf, and Friday clofe at my foot; 
as foon as I perceived they faw me, I fhouted as 
loud as I could, and bad Friday do fo too, and 
tunning as faft as I could, which by the way was 
not very faft,; being loaded with arms as I was, I 
made directly towards the poor victim, who was; 
as I faid, lying upon the beach or fhore between 
the place where they fat and the fea; the two but- 
thers who were juft going to work with him, had 

left 
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left him at the furprize of our firft fire, and fled in 
a terrible fright to the fea fide, and hadjumped in- 
to a canoe, and three more of the reft made the 
{ame way; I turned to Friday and bad him ftep 
forwards, and fire at them; he underftood me imme- 
diately, and running about forty yards, to be near- 
er them, he fhot at them, and I thought he had 
killed them all, for I faw them all fall of a heap 
into the boat, though I faw two of them up again 
quickly; however he killed two of them, and 
wounded the third fo that he lay down in the 
bottom of the boat, as if he had been dead. 


Wuixe my man Friday fired at them, I pulled 
out my knife and cur the flags that bound the 
poor viétim, and loofing his hands and feet, 1 
lifted him up, and afked him in the Portuguele 
tongue, What he was? He anfwered in Latin, 
Chriftianus, but was fo weak and faint that he 
could fearce ftand or fpeak ; I took my bottle out 
of my pocket and gave it him, making figns that 
he fhould drink, which he did; and I gave him a 
piece of bread, which he eat: Then I afked him 
what country man he was; and he faid, Efpagni~- 
ole; and being a little recovered, let me know by 
all the figns he could poffibly make, how much 
he was in my debt for his deliverance : Seignior, 
faid 1, with as much Spanifh as I could make up, 
«we will talk afterwards but we muft fight now ; 
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if you have any ftrength left; take this piftol and 
{word, and lay about you.” He took them very 
thankfully and no fooner had he the arms in his 
hands, but, as if they had put new vigour into 
him, he flew upon his murtherers like a fury, and 
had cut two of them in pieces in an inftant: 
for the truth is, as the whole was a furprize to 
them, fo the poor creatures were fo much fright- 
ed with the noife of our pieces that they fel] 
down for mere amazement and fear, and had no 
more power to attempt their own efcape, than 
their flefh had to refift our fhot; and that was 
the cafe of thofe five that Friday fhot at in the 
boat; for as three of them fell with the hurt they 
received the other two fell with the fright. 


I KEPT my piece in my hand ftill without 
firing, being willing to keep my charge ready, 
becaufe J had given the Spaniard my piftol and 
fword; fo I called to Friday, and bad him run 
up to the tree from whence we firft fired, and. 
fetch the arms which lay there that had been 
difcharged, which he did with great fwiftnefs and 
then giving him my mufket, I fet down myfelf 
‘to load all the reft again, and bid them come 
to me when they wanted: while I was loading 
thefe pieces, there happened a fierce engagement. 
between the Spaniard and one of the favages, 
who made at him with one of their great wood- 

en 
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en fwords, the fame like weapon that was to have 
killed him before, if I had not prevented it. 
ae Spaniard, who wes as bold and brave 
as could be imagined though weak, had fought 
this Indian a good while, and had cut him two 
great wounds on his head, but the favage being: 
a ftout lufty fellow, clefing in with him, had 
thrown him down (being faint) and was wring- 
ing my fword.out of his hand, when the Spani- 
ard, though undermoft, wifely quitting the fword 
drew the piftel from his girdle, fhot the favage 
through the body, and killed him upon the {pot 
before I, whe was running to help him, could 
come near him. 


Fripay being now left te his liberty, purfued 
the flying wretches, with no weapon in his ‘hand 
but his hatchet, amd with that he difpatched thofe 
three, who, as I faid before, were wounded at 
firft and fallen, and all the reft he could come up 
with; and the Spaniard coming to me for a 
gun, I gave him-one of the fowling-pieces, with. 

which he purfued two of the favages, and wound~ 
ed them both; but, as he was not able to run, 
they both got from him into the wooed, where 
Friday purfued them, and killed one of them, 
but the other was too nimble for him, and though 
he was wounded, yet he had plunged himfelf into 
the fea, and fwam with all his might off to thofe 

Bb4 two) 


376 ADVENTURES OF 


two who were left in the canoe ; which three in 
the canoe, with one wounded that we know not 
whether he died or no, were all that efcaped our 
hands of one and twenty; the ‘account of the reft 
is as follows ; 


3 Killed at our fir thot from the tree. 

2 Killed at the next thot. | 

2 Killed by Friday in the boat. 

2 Killed by ditto of thofe at firft wounded. 

1 Killed by ditto in the wood. 

3 Killed by the Spaniard. 

4 Killed, being found dropped here and there 
of their wounds, or killed by Friday in his 
chafe \of them. 

4 Efcaped in the boat, whereof one wound- 
ed, if not dead. | 


oF) Th aie 


THOsE that were in the canoe worked hard ta 
get out of gun fhot, and though Friday made 
two or three fhots at them, I did not find that 
he hit any of them: Friday would fain have had 
me take one of their canoes, and purfue them, 
and indeed I was very anxious about their efcape, 
left. carrying the news home to their people, 
they fhould come back perhaps with two or three 
hundred of their canoes, and devour us by mere 

mul- 
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raultitude: So I confented to purfue them by fea, 
and running to one of their canoes I jumped in, 
and bad Friday follow me; but when I was in 
the canoe, I was furprized to find another poor 
creature lye there, bound hand and foot, as the 
Spaniard was, for the flaughter and almoit dead 
with fear, not knowing what the matter was : 
for he had not been able to look up over the 
fide of the boat, he was tied, fo hard neck and 
heels, and had been tied fo long that he had 
really but little life in him. 


I imMEDIATELY cut the twifted flags, or rufhes, 
which they had bound him with, and would have 
helped him up; but he could not ftand or fpeak, 
butgroaned moft piteouily, believing it feems ftill 
that he was only unbound in order to be killed. 
When Friday came to him I bad him {peak to 
him, and tell him of his deliverance; and pulling 
out my bottle, made him give the poor wretch 
a dram, which, with the news of his being: de- 
livered, revived him, and he fat up in the boat; 
but when.Friday came to hear him fpeak, and 
look in his face, it would. haye moved any one 
to tears to fee how Friday kiffed him, em- 
braced him, hugged him, cryed,} laughed ho- 
loced, jumped about, danced, fung, then cryed 
again, wrung his hands, beat his own face and 
head, and then fung, and jumped about a 


.: 
gain, 


like 
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like a diftracted creature. It was a cood while before 
Lcould make him fpeak to me, or tell me what 
was the matter; but when he came a little to him- 
telf, he told me that it was his father. 


Ir‘is not eafy for me to exprefs how it mov- 
ed me to fee what extafy and filial affeétion had 
worked in this poor favage at the fight of his 
father, and-of his being delivered from death ; 
nor indeed can I defcribe half the extravagancies 
of his affection after this, for he went into the 
boat and out of the boat a great many times : 
when he went into him, he would fit down by 
him, open his breaft, and hold his father’s 
head clofe to his bofom for many minutes to- 
gether, to nourifh it; then he took his arms 
and ankles, which were numbed and ftiff with the 
binding, and chafed and rubbed them with his 
hands, and af: perceiving what the cafe was, gave 
him fome rum out of my bottle to rub them 
with, which did them a great deal of good. 


Yurs action put an end to our purfuit of the 
canoe, with the other favages, who were now 
gotten almoft out of fight; and it was happy for 
us that we did not, for it blew fo hard within 
two hours after, and before they could be got- 
ten a quarter of their way, and continued blow- 
ing fo hard all night, from the north-weft, 

which 
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rich was againft them, that I could not fup- 
> their boat could live, or that they ever reagh- 


8) 
o. 
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ed their own coaft, 

Bur to return to Friday, he was fo bufy about 
his father, that I could not find in my heart to 
take him off for fome time: but after I thought 
he could leave him a little, I called him to me; 
and he came jumping and laughing, and pleafed 
to the higheft degree ; then I afked him, if he 
had given his father any bread? He fhook his 
head and faid, none: ‘ Ugly dog eat all up feif;’ 
fo I gave him a cake of bread out of a little 
pouch I carried on purpofe; I alfo gave him a 
dram for himfelf, but he would not tafte it, but 
carried it to his father; I had in my pocket alfo 
two or three bunches of raifins, fo I gave him 
a handful of them for his father. He had no 
fooner given his father thefe raifins but I faw 
him come out of the boat, and run away, as if 
he had been bewitched, he run at fuch a rate ; 
for he was the fwifteft fellow of -ohus efeet 
that ever I faw; I fay, he run at fuch a rate, 
that he was out of fight, as it, were, in an in- 
ftant, and though I called and holooed too, after 
him, it was all. one, away he went, and in a 
quarter of an hour, I faw him come back again 
though not fo faft as he went; and as he came 


= 
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nearer, I found his pace was flackér, becaufe he 
had fomething in his hand, - 


WHEN he came up to’me, I found he had 
been quite home for an earthen jugg or pot to 


bring his father fome frefh water, and that he 


had got two more cakes or loaves of bread; the 
bread: he gave me, but the water he carried to his 
father: however, as I was very thirfty too, I took 
a dittle fup of it. The water ‘revived his father 
more than all the rum or fpirits I had eiven 
him; for he was juft fainting with thirft. » 


Wuen his father had drank, I called to him 
to know if there was any water left; he faid, 
yes; and I bad him give it to the poor Spani- 
ard, who was in as much want of it as his fa. 
ther; and I fent one of the cakes that Friday 
brought to the Spaniard too, who was indeed 
very weak, and was repofing himfelf upon a green 
place under the fhade of a tree ; and whofe limbs : 
were alfo very ftiff, and very much fwelled with 
the rude bandage he had been tied with, when 


T faw that upon Fridays coming to him with 


the water, he fat up and drank, and took the 
bread, and began to eat, I went to him and eave 
him a handful of raifins; he looked up in my 


face with all the tokens of gratitude and thank. 


fulnefs, that could appear in any countenance; 
but 
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but was fo weak, notwithftanding he had fo ex- 
erted himfelfin the fight, that he could not ftand 
up-upon his feet: he tryed to do it two. or three 
times, but was really not able, his ankles were fo 
fwelled and fo painful to him; fo I bad him fit 
ftill, and caufed Friday to rub his ankles, and 
bathe them with rum as he had done his. fa- 
ther’s. 

I opsrrvep the poor affectionate creature every 
two minutes or perhaps lefs, all the while he 
was here, turned his head about, to fee if his fa- 
ther was in the fame place, and pofture as he 
left him fitting; and at laft he found he was not 
to be feen: at which he ftarted up, and without 
fpeaking a word flew with that fwiftnefs to him, 
that one could fearce perceive his feet to touch 
the ground, as he went: but when he came he 
only found he had laid himfelf down to eafe his 
limbs; fo Friday came back to me prefently, 
and then I {poke to the Spaniard to let Friday 
help him up if he could, and lead him to the 
boat, and then he fhould carry him to our dwell- 
ing, where I would take care of him, but Fri- 
day a lufty-ftrong fellow, took the Spaniard quite 
up upon his back, and carried him away to the 
boat, and fet him down foftly upon the fide or 
gunnel of the canoe, with his feet in the infide 
‘of it; and then lifting him quite in, he fet him 


clofe 
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clofe to his fathér, and prefently ftepping out 
again, launched the boat off, and paddled it along 
the fhore fafter than I could walk, though the 
wind blew pretty hard too; fo he brought them 
fafe out into our creek; and leaving them in the 
boat, runs away to fetch the other canoe. Ashe 
paffed me, I {poke to him and afked him whither 
he went, he told me, go fetch more boat; fo 
away he went like the wind; for fure never man 
or horfe run like him, and he had the other 
canoe in the creak, almoft as foon as I got to 
it by land; fo he wafted me, over and then went 
to help our new gueits out of the boat, which 
he did; but they were neither of them able to 
walk; fo that poor Friday knew not what to 


do. 


To remedy this, I went to work in my thought 
and calling to Friday to bid them fit down on 
the bank while he came to me, 1 foon made 2 
kind of a hand-barrow to lay them on, and [ri 
day andI carried them both up together upon 
it between us. But when we got them to the 
outhide of our wall or fortification, we were at 
a worfe lofs than before, for I hardly thought ~ 
it poffible to get them over, and I was refolved 
not to break it down; fo I fet to work again, 
and Friday, and I, in about two hours time made 
a very handfome tent, covered with old fails, 

anc 
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and above that with boughs of trees, being in 


} 


the fpace without our outward fence and between 
that and the grove of young wood which I had 
planted; and here we made them two beds of 
fuch things I had (viz) of good rice-ftraw, with 
blankets laid upon it to lie on, and another to 


cover them on each bed. 


My ifland was now peopled, and I thought 
myfelf very rich in fubjects; and it was a merry 
reflection which I frequently made how like a 
king I looked. Firft of all, the whole country 
was my own mere property; fo that I had an un- 
doubted right of dominion. 2dly, My people were 
perfectly fubjected: I was abfolutely lord and 
law giver; they all owed their lives to me, and 
were ready to lay down their lives if there had 
been occafion of it, for me. It was remarkable 
too, I had but three fubjeéts and they were of 
three different religions. My man Friday was 
a proteftant, his father was a pagan anda can- 
nibal, and the Spaniard was a papift: however 
I allowed liberty of confcience throughout my 
dominions: But this is by the way. 


As foon as I had fecured my two weak refcued 
rifoners, and civen them fhelter and a place to 
p > o i 


re{t them upon, f began to think of making fome 
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ordered Friday to take a yearlirig goat, betwixt 
akid and a goat, out of my particular flock, to 
be killed, when I cut off the hinder quarter, 
and choping it into {mall pieces, I fet Friday to 
work to boiling and ftewing, and made them a 
very good difh, I affure you, of flefh and broth ; 
having put fome barley and rice alfo into the broth; 
and as I cooked it without doors, for I made no 
fire within my inner wall, fol carried it all into 
the new tent; and having fet a table there for 
them, I fat down and eat my own dinner alfo 
with them, and as well as I could cheared them 
and encouraged them: Friday being ‘my inter- 
preter, efpecially to his father, and indeed to the 
Spaniard too; for the Spaniard {poke the langu- 
age of the favages pretty well. 


AFTER we had dined, or rather ftipped, I. or- 
dered Friday to take one of the canoes, and go 
and fetch our mufkets and other fire arms; which 
for want of time we had left upon the place of 
battle, and the next day I ordered him to go 
bury the dead bodies of the favages, which lay 
open to the fun, and would prefently be offen- 
five; and I alfo ordered him to bury the horrid 
remains of their barbarous feaft, which I knew 
were pretty much, and which I could not think 
of doing myfelf; nay, I could not bear to fee 
them if I went that way: all which he punctually 
performed, and defaced the very appearance of 
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the favages being there; fo that when I went 
again, I could fcarce know where it was, other- 
wife than by the corner of the wood pointing to 
the place. 


I run began to enter into a little converla- 
tion; with my two new fubjects ; and firft I fent 
Friday to enquire of his father what he thought 
of the efcape of the favages in that canoe, and 
whether we might expect a return of them with 
a power too great for us to refit: his firft opi- 
nion was, that the-favages in the boat never could 
live out the ftorm that blew that night they went 
off, but muft of neceffity be drowned or driven 
fouth to thofe other fhores where they were as fure 
to be devoured as they were to the drowned if 
they were. caft away; but as to what they would 
do if they came fafe on fhore, he faid he knew 
not ;- but it was his opinion that they were fo 
dreadfully frighted with the manner of their being 
attacked, the noife and the fire, that he believed 
they would tell the people they were all killed 
by thunder and lightning, not by the hand of 
man; and that the two which appeared, (viz.) 
Friday and I, were two heavenly fpirits or furles 
come down to deftroy them, and not men with 


1 
i 


weapons; This he faid he knew, becaufe he heard 
them all cry out fo in their language to one a- 
nether, for it was impoffible fon them to con- 
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ceive that aman could dart fire and {peak thunder 
and kill at a diftance without lifting up the hand 
as was done now; and this old favage was in 
the right; for, as I underftood fince by other 


hands, the fayages never attempted to go over 


to the ifland afterwards; they were fo terrified with 
the accounts given by thofe four men, (for it feems 
they did efcape the fea) that they believed who- 
ever went to that enchanted ifand would be de- 
{troyed with fire from the Gods. 


Tuts however I knew not, and therefore was 
under continual apprehenfions for a good while, 
and kept always upon my guard, with all my ar- 
my; for as there were now four of us, I would 
have ventured upon an hundred of them, fairly 
in the open field at any time- 


In a little time however, no more canoes ap= 
pearing, the fear of their coming wore off, and L 
began to take my former thoughts of a voyage to 
the main into confideration, being likewife affur- 
ed by Friday’s father, that I might depend upon 
good ufage from their nation, on his account, 
if I would go. But my thoughts were a little. 
jufpended when I had a ferious difcourfe with the 
Spaniard, and when I underftood that there were 
fixteen more of his countrymen and Portuguefe, 
who having been caft away, and made their efcape 

to 
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to that fide, lived there at peace indeed with the 
favages, but were very fore put to it for neceffa- 
ries, and indeed for life: I afked him all the par- 
ticulars of their voyage, and found they were a 
Spanifh fhip, bound from the Rio de la Plata to 
the Havanna; being directed to leave their loading 
there, which was chiefly hides and filver, and to 
bring back what European goods they could meet 
with there ; that they had five Portuguefe feamen 
on board, whom they tock out of another wreck; 
that five of their own men were drowned, when the 
firft fhip was loft, and that thefe efcaped through 
infinite dangers and hazards, and arrived almoft 
{tarved,; on the cannibal coaft; where they expect- 
ed to have been devoured every moment. He 
told me they had fome arms with them, but they 
were perfectly ufelefs, for that they had neither 
powder or ball, the wafhing of the fea having 
fpoiled all their powder, but a little, which they 
ufed at their firft landing, to provide themfelves 
for food. 


I AskED him what he thought would become 
of them there, and if they had formed no defign of 
making any efcape? He faid, they had many 
—confultations about it, but that having neither 
veflel, or tools to build one, or provifions of any 
kind, their councils always ended in tears and 
defpair. 

Cic2 I ASKED 
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¥ asxep him how he thought they would receive 
3 propofal from me, which might tend towards an 
efcape; and whether, if they were all here, it 
might not be done? | told him with freedom, I 
feared moftly their treachery and il ufage of me, 
if I put my life in their hands; for that gratitude 
was no inherent virtue in the nature of man, nor 
did men always fquare their dealings by the obli- 
gations they had received, fo much as they did by 
the advantages they expected. I told him it would 
be very hard that [ fhould be the inftrument of 
their deliverance, and that they fhould afterwards » 
make me their prifoner in New Spain, where an 
Englifhman was certain to be made a facrifice, 
what neceffity, or what accident foever brought him 
thither; and that I had rather be delivered up to 
the favages, and be devoured alive, than fall into 
the mercilefs claws of the priefts, and be carried 
into the inquifition. lTadded, that otherwife I was 
perfuaded, if they were all here, we might with 
fo many hands, build a bark large enough to 
carry us all away, either to the Brafils fouthward, 
or to the iflands; or Spanifh coaft northward, but 
that if in requital they fhould when I had put wea- 
pons into their hands, carry me by force among 
their own people, I might be ill ufed for my 
kindnefs to them, and make my cafe worfe than 
it was before. 


He 
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HE aniwered with a great deal of candour and 
ingenuity, that their condition was fo miferable, 
that they were fo fenfible of it, that he believed, 
they would abhor the thought of ufing any man 
unkindly, that fhould contribute to their deliver- 
ance; and that if I pleafed, he would go to them 
with the old man, and difcourfe with them about 
at, and return again, and bring me their anfwer ; 
that he would make conditions with them, upon 
their folemn oath, that they fhould be abfolutely 
sander my leading, as their commander and cap 
tain: and that they fhould fwear upon the holy 
facraments, and the gofpel to be true to me, and 
go to fuch chriftian country as that I fhould agree 
to, and ne other, and to be dire¢ted wholely and 
abfolutely by my orders, till they were landed 
fafely in fuch country as I intended; and that he 
would bring a contract from them under their 
hands -for that purpofe. Then he told me, he 
would firft {wear to me himfelf, that he would 
never ftir from me as leng as he lived, till I gave 
him orders: and that he would take my fide to the 
Jaft drop of this blood, if there fhould happen the 
Jeaft breach of faith among his countrymen. He 
told me they were all of them very civil honeft 
men, and they were under the greateft diftrefs 
imaginable, having neither weapons or cloaths, 
nor any food but at the mercy and difcretion of the 
favages; out of all hopes of ever returning to their 
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wn country; and that hewas fure, 1f I would 
undertake their relief, they would live and die by 
me. 


Uron thefe affurances, I refolved to venture to 
relieve them if poffible, and to fend the old favage 
and this Spaniard over to them to treat: but when 
we had gotten all things in readinefs to go, the 
Spaniard himfelf ftarted an objection, which had 
fo much prudence in it on one hand, and fo much 
fincerity on the other hand, that I could not but 
be very well fatisfied in it; and by his advice put 
off the deliverance of his comrades, for at leaft 
half a year; the cafe was thus. 


He had been with us now about a month, dur- 
ing which time I had let him fee in what manner 
I had provided, with the affiftance of providence, 
for my fupport, and he faw evidently what ftock 
of corn and rice I had laid up; which though it 
was more than fufficient for myfelf, yet it was not 
fufficient, without good hufbandry, for my family, 
now it was encreafed to number four: but much 
lefs would it be fufficient if his countrymen, who 
were, as he faid, fourteen {till alive, fhould come 
over: and leaft of all, would it be fufficient to 
victual our veffel, if we fhould build one, for a 
voyage to any of the chriftian colonies of America: 
fo he told me, he thought it would be more ad- 
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vifable to let him and the other two dig and 
cultivate fome more land, as much as I could 
‘{pare feed to fow, and that we fhould wait an- 
‘other harveft; that we might have a fupply of corn 
for his countrymen when they fhould come, for 
want might be a temptation to them to difagree, 
or not to think themfelves delivered otherwife 
than out of one difficulty into another. ‘“ You 
‘know fays he, “the children of Hrael, though 
they rejoiced at firft, for their being delivered out of 
Egypt, yet rebelled even againft God himfelf, 
‘that delivered them, when ‘they came to want 
bread in the wildernefs.”’ 


- His caution was fo reafonable, “and his advice 
‘fo good, that I could not but be-very well pleafed 
‘with his propofal, as well as I was fatisfied with 
his fidelity: fo we fell-to digging all four of us, as 
well as the wooden tools we were furnifhed with 
permitted, and in about a months ‘time, by the 
end of which it was feed time, we had gotten as 
‘auch land cured and trimmed up, as we fowed 
two and twenty bufhels of barley on, and fixteen 
‘jars of rice, which was all the feed we had to 
{pare: nor indeed, did we leave ourfelves barley 
{afficient for our own food, for the fix months that 
we had to expect our crop, that 1s to fay, reckoning, 
fromthe time we fet our feed afide for fowing: for itis 
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not to be fuppofed, it is fix months in the ground 
in that country. 


Havine now fociety enough, and our number 
being fufficient, to put us out of fear of the favages, 
if they had come, unlefs their number had been 
very great, we went frecly all over the ifland, 
wherever we found occafion; and as here we 
had our efcape or deliverance upon our thoughts, 
it was impoffible, at leaft for me, to have the 
means of it out of mine; to this purpofe I marked 
out feveral trees which I thought fit for our work, 
and I fet- Friday and his father to cutting them 
down;/ and then I caufed the Spaniard, to ee I 
es my thought on that affair, to overfee and 
direct their work: I fhewed them with what inde- 
fatigable pains, I had hewed a large tree into 
fingle p'anks, and I caufed them to do the like, till 
they had made about a dozen large planks of good 
oak, near two feet broad, thirty five feet long, 
and from two inches to four inches thick: what 
prodigious labour it took up, any one may ima- 
gine. : 


Ar the fame time I contrived to increafe my 
little ftock of tame goats as much as I could; and 
to this purpofe I made Friday and the Spaniard 
go out one day, and myfelf with Friday the next 
day; for we took our turns; and by this means 

we 
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got about twenty young kids, to breed up with 
the reft, for whenever we fhot the dam, we faved 
the kids, and added them to our flock: but above 
all, the feafon for curing the grapes coming on, | 
caufed fuch a prodigious quantity to be hung up 
in the fun that I believe, had we keen at Alicant, 
where the raifins of the fun are cured, we could 
have filled fixty or eighty barrels: and thefe with 
our bread, was a great part of our food, and was 
very good living too, I affure you, for it is an 
exceeding nourifhing food. 


Ir was now harveft, and our crop in good 
rder; it was not the moft plentiful increafe I 
had feen in the ifland, but however, it was enough 
to anfwer our end, for from twenty two bufhels 
of barley, we brought in and threfhed out above 
two hundred and twenty bufhels, and the like in 
proportion of the rice, which was ftore enough for 
our food, to the next harveift, thoughall the fixtecn 
Spaniards had been on fhore with me, or if we had 
been ready for a voyage, it would very plentifully 
have vi étualled our fhip, to have carried-us to any 
part of the world, that is to fay of America. / 


When we had thus houfed and fecured our 
magazine of corn, we fell to work to make more 
wicker ware,, viz. great bafkets in which we ke pt 


it; and the Spaniard was very handy and cextrous 


at 
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‘at this part, and often blamed me that I did not 
anake fome things for defence of this kind of work ; 


{aw no need of it. 
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. And now having a full fupply of feod forall the 
guetts I expected, I gave the Spaniard leave to exo) 
cover to the main, to fee what he could do «with 
thofe he had lett behind him there. I gave hima 
{trict charge not to bring any man with him, who 

vould not firft {wear in the prefence of himfelf and 
the old favage, that he would no way injure, fight 
with or attack the perfon he fhould find in the 
tifland, «he was:{o kind to fend for them in order 
to their deliverance, but that they would ftand by 
him, and defend him againft all fuch attempts, 
and wherever they went would be intirely under 
and fubjected to his commands; and that this 
| fhould be put in writing, and figned with their 
hands. low we were to have done this, when I 
knew they had neither pen or ink, was a quefiion 
which we never afked. 


(Unper thefe inftructions the Spaniard and the 
old favage, the father of Friday, went away in one 
of the canoes, which they might be faid to come 
in, or rather were brought in, when they came as 
prifoners to be devoured by the favages. I gave 
each of them a mufket with a firelock on it, and 
about exght charges of powder and ball, charging 
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them to be very good hufbands of both, and not 


to ute either of them but upon urgent occafion. 


Tuts was a chearful work, being the firft mea- 
fures ufed by me in view of my deliverance, for 
now twenty feven years and fome days. I gave 
them provifions of bread, and of dried grapes; 
fufficient for themfelves, for many days, and 
fufficient for all his countrymen for about eight 
days time; and wifhing them a good voyage, I 
faw them go, agreeing with them about a fignal 
they fhould hang out at their return, by which I 
fhould know them again, when they came back, 
at a diftance, before they came on fhore. ‘They 
went away with a fair gale on the day that the 
moon was at full by my account, in the month of 
O€ober; but as for an exact reckoning of days, 
after 1 had once loft it I could never recover it 
again; nor had I kept even the number of years, 
fo punétually, as to be fure I was right, though 
as it proved, when I afterwards examined my 
account, I found I had kept a true reckoning of 
years. 


+ was no lefs than eight days I had waited for 
them, when a ftrange and unforefeen accident in- 
tervened, of which the like has not perhaps been 
heard of in hiftory. I was faft afleep in my hutch 
one morning, when my man Friday came running 
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in to me, and called wee “* Matter, mafter they are 
come they are come.” I jumped up, and regardlets 
of danger, I went-out as foom as I could get my 
cloaths on, through my little grove, which by the 
way was by this time grown te be a very thick 
wood, I fay, regardlefs of danger, I went without my 
arms, which was not my cuftom to do: but I was 
furprized, when turning my eyes to the fea, I 
prefently faw a boat at about a league and a half’s 
diftance, ftanding’ in for the fhore, witha fhoulder 
of mutton fail, as they call it, and the wind blow- 
ing pretty fair to bring them in; alfo I obferved 
prefently, that they did not come from that fide 
which the fhore lay on, but from the fouthermott 
end of the ifland: upon this, I called Friday in, 
and bad him lie clote, for thefe were not the peo- 
ple we looked for, and that we might not know 
-yet whether they were friends or enemies. In the 
next place, I went in to fetch my perfpective glafs, 
to fee what I could make of them: and having 
taken the ladder out, I climbed up to the top of 
the hill, as I ufed to do, when I was apprehenfive, 
of any thing, and to take my view the plainer, 
without being difcovered. I had fearce fet my 
foot upon the hill, when my eye plainly difcover- 
ed a fhip lying at an anchor, at about two leagues 
and an half’s diftance from me S. S. E. but not 
above a league and an half from the fhore. By 
my obfervation, it appeared plainly to be an En- 

elifh 
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elith fhip, and the boat appeared to be an Englith 


long boat. 


I cannot exprefs the confufion I was in, 
had reafon to believe was manned by my own 
countrymen, and confequently friends, was fuch 
as I cannot defcribe; but yet I had fome fecret 
doubts hung about me, I cannot teil from whence 
they came, bidding me keep upon my guard. In 

the firft place, it occurred to me to confider what 
bufinefs an Englifh fhip could have in that part of 
the world, fince it was not the way to or from any 
part of the world where the Englifh had any traf. 
fick; and I knew there had been no ftorms to drive 
‘them in there as in diftrefs; and that if they were 
Englith really, it was moft probable that they were 
here upon no good defign; and that I had better con- 
tinue as I was, than fall into the hands of thieves 
and murderers. 


though the joy of feeing a fhip, and one that I 


Ler no man defpife the fecret hints and notices 
of danger which fometimes are given him, when 
he may think there is no poffibility of its being 
real: that fuch hints and notices are given us, 1 
believe few that have made any ee ations of 
things can deny; that they are certain pea 
of an invifible world, and a converfe of fpirits, we 
cannot doubt; and if the tendency of them feems 

to 
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to be to warn us of danger, why fhould we not 
fuppofe they are from fome friendly agent; whether 
fupreme, or inferior and fubordinate, is not the 
queftion, and that they are given for our good. 


The prefent queftion abundantly confirms me in 
the juftice of thisreafoning; for had I not been made 
cautious by this fecret admonition, come it from 
whence it will, I had been undone inevitably, and 
in a far worfe condition than before, as you will fee 
prefently. I had not kept myfelf long in this 
pofture, but I faw the boat draw near the fhore, 
as if they looked for a creek to thruft in at for the 
convenience of landing; however, as they did not 
come quite far enough, they did not fee the little 
inlet where I formerly landed my rafts; but run 
their boat on fhore upon the beach, at set half a 
mile from me, which was very happy for me; for 
otherwife they would have landed juft as I may fay 
at my door, and would foon have beaten me out of 
my caftle, and perhaps have plundered me of all I 
had. When they were on fhore, I was fully fatis- 
fied they were Englifhmen ; at leaft moft of them; 
one or two I thought were Dutch; but it did not 
prove fo: there were in all eleven men, whereof 
three of them I found were unarmed, and as I 
thought bound; and when the firft four or five of them 
were jumped on fhore, they took thofe three out of 
the boat as prifoners: one of the three I could per- 

ceive 
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ceive utingthe moft paffionate geftures ofentreaty, af- 
fiction and defpair, even to a kind of extravagance ; 
the other two] could perceive lifted up their hands 
fometimes, end appeared concerned indeed, but 
not to fuch a degree as the firft. I was perfectly’ 
confounded at the fight, and knew not what’ the 
meaning of itfhould be. Friday called out to me 
in Enelifh as well as he could, ‘* O mafter! You 
fee Enolifh mans eat prifoner as well as favage 
mans.” Why fays I, ‘“ Friday, do you think they 
are a going to eat them? ‘“* Yes” fays Friday, 
“« they will eat them.” ‘No, no,” fays I, Friday, 
<< T am afraid they will murther them indeed, but 
you may be fure they will not eat them.” 


Aut this while, I had no thought of what the 
matter really was; but ftood trembling with the 
horror of the fight, expecting every moment when 
the three prifoners fhould be killed; nay, once I 
faw one of the villains lift up his arm with a great 
cutlafh, as the feamen call it, or {word to ftrike 
one of the poor men; and I expected to fee him 
fall every moment, at which all the blood in my 
body feemed to run chill in my veins. 


I wisuep heartily now for my Spaniard‘and the 
favage, that was gone with him, or that I had any 
way to have come undifcovered within fhot of 
them, that [ might have refcued the three men, 

ior 
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for I faw no fire arms they had among them; but 
it fell out to my mind another way, 


AFTER | had obferved the outrageous ufage of 
the three men; by the infolent feamen I obferved 
the fellows run fcattering about the land, as if they 
wanted to fee the country; I obferved that the 
three other men had liberty to go alfo where they 
pleafed; but they fat down all three upon the 
ground, very penfive; and looked like men in 
defpair. This put me in mind of the firft time 
I came on fhore and began to look about me, how 
1 cave myfelf over for loft: how wildly I looked 
round me; what dreadful apprehenfions 1 had; 
and how I lodged in the tree all night, for fear of 
being devoured by wild beatts. 


As I knew nothing that night of the fupply 
I was to receive by the providential driving of the 
fhip nearer the land, by the ftorms and tide, by 
which I have fince been fo long nourifhed and. 
fupported ; fo thefe three poor defolate men knew 
nothing how certain of deliverance and fupply 
they were, how near it was to them, and how 
effectually and really they were in a condition of 
fafety, at the fame time that they thought them- 
felves loft, and their cafe defperate. So little do 
we tee before us in the world, and fo much reafon 
have we to depend chearfully upon the great ma- 
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ker of the world, that he does not leave his crea- 
tures; fo abfolutely deftitute;, but in the worft 
circumftances, they have always fomething to be 
thankful for, and fometimes are nearer their deli- 
verance than they imagine, nay, are even brought 
to their deliverance by the means by which they 
feem to be brought to their deftruction: 

Ir was juft at the top of Khigh water when thefe 
people came on fhore; and partly while they {tood 
parlying with the prifoners they brought, and partly 
while they rambled about to fee what kind of a 
place they were in; they had carelefsly ftaid tll 
the tide was fpent, and the water was ebbed con- 
fiderably away, leaving their boat aground. 


Tuery had left two men in the boat, who; as 

I found afterwards, having drank a little too 
much brandy; fell a-fleep; however one of them 
waking a little fooner than the other; and finding 
the boat too faft a-ground for him to ftir it, holoo- 
ed for the reft who were ftraggling about, upon 
which they all foon came to the boat; but it was 
paft all their ftrength to launch her; the boat being 
very heavy, and the fhore on that fide being a foft 
ouly land, almoft like a quick fand. In this con= 
dition like true feamen, who are perhaps the leaft of 
all mankind given to forethought, they gave it 
Overs and away they ftrolled about the country 
yd again ; 
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again; and [heard one of them fay aloud té 
another, calling them off from the boat, “Why 
let her alone Jack; cannot you; fhe will float 
next tide ;” by which I was fully confirmed in 
the mean enquiry, of what countrymen they were: 
All this while I kept myfelf very clofe, not 
once daring to ftir out of my caftle, any farther 
fhan to my place of obfervation; near the 
top of the hill; and very glad I was to think 
how well it was fortified: I knew it was no 
lefs than ten hours before the boat could float 
again, and by that time it would be dark, and 
¥ might be at more liberty to fee their motions 
and to, hear their difcourfe, if they had any. In 
the mean time, I fitted myfelf up for a battle, 
as before, though with more caution, knowing 
had to do with anothér kind of enemy then | 
had at firft; I ordered Friday alfo; who I had 
made an excellent marks-man with his gun to 
load himfelf with arms. I took myfelf two 
fowling-pieces, and I gave him three mufkets; 
my figure indeed was very fierce; 1 had my for- 
midable goat-fkin coat on, with the great cap I 
have mentioned, a naked fword by my fide, two 
piftols in my belty and a gun upon each fhoul- 
der. 


It was my defign as I faid above, not to have 
made any attempt till it was dark: but about two 
a clock, being the heat of the day; I found that in 
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fhort they were alli gone ftraggling into the woods 
and as 1 thought laid down to fleep. The three 
poor diftreffed men, too anxious for their condition 
to get any fleep, were however fat down under the 
fhelter of great tree, at about a quarter of a mile 
from me, and as I thought out of fight of any of 
the reft: Upon this I refolved to difcover myfelf 
to them, and learn fomething of their condition ; 
immediately I marched in the figure as above, my 
man Friday at a good diftance behind me, as for- 
midable for his arms as I, but not making quite 
fo ftaring a fpectre-like figure as I did. I came as 
near them undifcovered as I could, and then be- 
fore any of them faw me, I called aloud to them in 
Spanifh, “ What are ye, gentlemen?” They 
ftarted up at the noife, but were ten times more 
confounded when they faw me, and the uncouth 
figure that I made. They made no anfwer at 
all, but I thought I perceived them juft going 
to fly from me, when I fpoke to them in Englifh, 
Gentlemen, faid I, ‘‘ do not be furprized at me, 
perhaps you may have ‘a friend near you, when 
you did nog expect it. He muft be fent directly 
from heaven then,” {aid one of them very gravely 
to me, and pulling off his hat at the fame time 
to me, “ for our condition is paft the help of 
man. All help is from heaven; fir, faid I: But 
can you put a ftranger in the way how to help 
you, for you feem to be in fome great diftreis ? 
{ faw you, when you landed, and when you 
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feemed to make applications to the brutes that 
came with you, I faw one of them lft up his 
fword to kill you,” 


THE poor man, with tears runing down his 
face, and trembling, looking like one aftonifhed, 
returned, ‘* Am I talking to God or man! Is it 
a real man or an angel? Be in no fear about 
that, Sir, faid I, if God had fent an angel to 
relieve you, he would have come better cloathed, 
and armed after another manner than you fee 
me; pray lay afide your fears, I am a man, an 
Englifhman, and difpofed to affift you, you fee; 
I have one fervant only; we have arms and 
ammunition; tell us freely, can we ferve you?— 
What is your cafe?” 


Our, cafe faid he, fir, is too long to tel} 
you, while our murtherers are fo near us ; but 
in fhort, fir, | was commander of that fhip, 
my men have mutinied againft me; they have 
been hardly prevailed on not to murther me, 
ard at laft have fet me on thosé% this defolate 
place, with thefe two men Wh? mtg} one my 
mate, the other a: pafienger,; where’ we expected 
‘to perifh, believing the place to be uninhabited, 
and know not yet what to think of it.” 


“ Wuere are thefe brutes your enemies, faid 
I, do you know where they are gone? There 
they lie, fir,’ faid he, pointing to-a thicket of 
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“ees; “ my heart trembles for fear they have 
deen us, and heard you fpeak; if they have they 
will certainly murther us all. Had they 
any fire arms faid I. He anfwered, they 
had only two pieces, one of which they left 
in the boat. “ Well then, faid I, leave the reft 
to me; I fee they are all afleep, it is an ealy 
thing te kill them all; but fhall we rather take 
them prifoners?” He told me there were two 
defperate villains among them, that it was {carce 
{afe to fhew any mercy to, but if they were fe- 
cured, he believed ail the reft would return to 
their duty. 1 afked him which they werer He 
told me he could not as that diftance diftinguifh 
them, but he would obey my orders in any thing 
I would dire@. “© Well, fays i, let us retreat 
out of their view or hearing, left they awake, 
and we will refolve further:” So they willingly 
went back with me, till the woods covered us 
from them. 


“Took you, fir, faid I, if I venture upon 
your deliverance, are you willing te make two 
conditions with me. He anticipated my propofals, 
by telling me, that both he and the fhip, if reco- 
yered, fhould be whelly directed and command 
ed by me in every thing; and if the fhip was not rer 
“covered, he would live and die with me in what 
part of the world foever I would fend him; and 
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the two other men faid the fame. ‘* Well, fays 
1, my conditions are but two; 1. That while 
you ftay in this ifland with me, you will not 
pretend to any authority here, and if I put 
arms in your hands, you will, upon all occafions, 
give them up to me, and da no prejudice to me 
or mine upon this ifland, and in the mean time 
be governed by my orders. 2. That if the fhip 
is, or may be recovered, you will carry me and 
my man to England paflage free,” 


He gave me all the affurances that the invention 
and faith of man could devife, that he would 
comply with thefe moft reafonable demands, and 
befides would owe his life to me, and acknowledge 
it upon all occafions as.long as he lived. < Well 
then, faid I, here are three mufkets for you, 
with powder and ball; tell me next what you 
think is proper to be done.” He fhewed all] 
the teftimonies of his gratitude that he was able, 
but offered to be wholly guided by me. I told him 
I thought it was hard venturing any thing, but 
the beft method I could think .-ot was to- fire 
upon them at once, as they lay, and if any, was 
not killed at the firft voliey, and offered to fubmit, 
we might fave them, and fo put it wholly upon 
God’s providence to direct the fhot. 


He 
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He faid very modeftly, that he was loth to 
kill them if he could help it, but that thofe two 
were incorrigible villains, and had been the au- 
thors of all the mutiny in the fhip, and if they 
efcaped we fhould be undone ftill, for they would 
eo on board and bring the whofe fhip’s. com- 
pany, and deftroy us ail, ” Well then, fays I, 
neceffity legitimates my advice, for it is the only 
way to fave our lives.” However feeing him 
{till cautious of fhedding blood, I told him they 
fhould go themfelves, and manage as they found 
eonventent. 


In-the middle of this difcourfe we heard feme 
of them awake, and foon after we faw two of 
them on their feet; I afked him if either of them 
were of the men who he had faid were the heads 
of the mutiny ? He faid, “ no. Well then, faid 
1, you may let them efcape, and providence feems 
to have awakened them on purpofe to lave them- 
felves: now , fays I, if the reft efcape you it is 
your fault.” Animated with this, he took the 


mufket I had given him in his hand, and a piftal 
in his belt, and his two comrades with him with 
each mana piece in his hand: the two men who 
were with him, going firft, made fome noife, at 
which one of the feamen, who was awake, turn- 
ed about, and feeing them coming, cried out to 
the reft; but it was too late then, for the mo- 
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ment he cried out, they fired, I mean the two 
men, the captain wifely referving his own piece ; 
they had fo well aimed their fhot at the men 
they knew, than one of them was killed on the 
{pot, the other very much wounded, but not being 
dead, he ftarted up on his feet, and called eager- 
ly for help to the other, but the captain ftep- 
ping to him told him it was too late to cry 
for help, he fhould call upon God to forgive 
his villany: and with that word knocked him 
down with the ftock of his mufket, fo that he 
never {poke more: there were three more in the 
company, and one of them was alfo flightly 
wounded. By this time I was come, and when 
they faw their danger and that it was in vain 
to refift, they begged for mercy: the captain told 
them, he would fpare their lives, if they would 
give him any affurance of their abhorrence of the 
treachery they had been guilty of, and would fwear 
to be faithful to him in recovering the fhip, and 
afterwards in carrying her back to Jamaica, from 
whence they came. They gave him all the pro- 
teftations of their fincerity that could be defired 
and he was willing to believe them, and {pare 
their lives, which I was not againf{t only that I 
obliged him to keep them bound hand and foot 
while they were on the ifland. 


WHILE 
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Wu te this was doing I fent Friday with the 
captain’s mate to the boat, with orders to fecure 
her, and bring away the oars and fails, which 
they did, and by and by three ftrageling men 
that were (happily for them) parted from the 
reft came back upon hearing the guns fired, and 
feeing the captain, who before was their prifoner, 
now their conqueror, they fubmitted to be 
bound alfo and fo our victory was complete. 


Ir now remained that the captain and I fhould 
enquire into one another’s circumftances : I began 
firft, and told him my whole hiftory, which he 
heard with an attention even to amazement: and 
particularly at the wonderful manner of my being 
furnifhed with provifions and ammunition: and 
indeed, as my ftory is a whole collection of 
wonders, it affected him deeply; but when he 
reflected from thence upon himfelf, and how I 
feemed to have been preferved there on purpofe 
to fave his life, the tears ran down his face, and 
he could not ipeak a word more. After this 
communication was at an end, I carried him and 
his two men into my appartment, leading them 
in juft where I came out, viz. at the top of the 
houfe, where I refrefhed them with fuch provifions 
as IL had, and fhewed them all the contrivances 
I had made,’ during my long, long inhabiting in 
that place. : 

ALL 
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At I fhewed them, all I faid to them, was 
perfectly amazing; but above all the captain ads 
mired my fortification, and how, perfectly I had» 
concealed my retreat: with a grove of trees, which 
having been now planted near twenty years, and 
the trees growing much fafter than in- England 
was become a little wood, and fo thick that it 
was impaflable in'any part of it, but-at that one 
fide; where«I had referved my little winding 
pafflage into it: I told him this was my caftle 
and my refidence, butthat I had a feat in the 
country, as moft. princes have, whither I could 
retreat’ upon occafion, and I would fhew him 
that too.another time, but at prefent our bufinefs 
was to confider how to recover the fhip: he agre- 
ed with, meas to that but told me, he was per- 
fectly at a lofs what meafures to take, for that 
there were ftill fix. and twenty hands on board, 
who, having entered into a curfed confpiracy, by 
which they had all forfeited their lives to the 
law, .would be hardned in it now by defper- 
ation, and would carry it on, knowing that if 
they were reduced they would be brought to the 
gallows, as foon as they came to England, or to 
any of the Enghfh, colonies; and that therefore 
there would be no. attacking them with fo fmall 
a number as we were, 


I MUSED 
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I musep for fome time upon what he had faid 
and found it was a very rational conclufion, and 
that therefore fomething. was to be refolved on 
very {peedily, as well to draw the men on board 
into fome fnare for their furprize, as to prevent 
their landing upon us, and deftroying us: upon 
this it. prefently occured to me, that in a little 
while the fhip’s crew; wondering what was become 
of their comrades, and of the boat, would cer- 
tainly come on fhore in their other boat to fee 
for them, and that then perhaps they might come 
armed and be too ftrong for us; this he allow- 
ed to be rational. Upon this 1 told him, the 
firft thing we had to do was to ftave the boat, 
which lay upon the beach, fo that they might 
not carry her off; and taking every thing out of 
her, leave her fo far ufelefs as not to be fit to 
fwim ; accordingly we went on board, took the 
arms which was left on board out of her, and 
whatever elfe we found there, which was a bot- 
tle of brandy and another of rum, a few bifcuit 
cakes, a horn of powder, and a great lump of 
fugar in a piece of canvas; the fugar was five 
or fix pounds all which was very welcome to me, 
efpecially the brandy and fugar, of which I had 
none left for many years, 


Wuen we had carried all thefe things on fhore, 


(the oars, maft, fail and rudder of the boat were. 


catried 
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carried away before as above) we knocked a great 
hole in her bottom, that if they had come ftrong 
enough to mafter us, yet they could not carry 
off the boat. Indeed it was not much in my 
thoughts that we could be able to recover the 
fhip; but my view was, that if they went away 
without the boat, I did not much queftion to 
make her fit again’to carry us to the Leeward 
Yflands, and call upon cur friends, the Spaniards, 
inmy way, fori had them ftill in my thoughts. 


WuILe we were thus preparing our defigns, 
and had firft by main ftrength heaved the boat 
upon the beach, fo high that the tide would not 
fleet her off at high-water mark, and_befides 
had broke a hole in her bottom too big to be 
quickly ftopped, and were fet down mufing what 
we fhould do, we heard the fhip fire a gun, and 
faw her making a waft with her antient, a5 4 
fignal for the boat to come on board; but no 
boat ftirred ; and they fired feveral times making 
other fignals for the boat. At Jaft, when all their 
fionals and firing proved fruitlefs, and they found 
the boat did not ftir, we faw them, by the help 
of my glaffes, hoift another boat out and row to- 
wards the fhore; and we found, as they ap-. 
proached, that there were no lefs than ten men 
in her, and that they had fire arms with them. 


As 
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As the fhip lay almoft two leagues from the 
fhore, we had a fuli view of them as they came 
and a plain fight of the men even of their faces. 
becaufe the tide having fet them a little to the 
eaft of the other boat, they rowed up under fhore 
to conie to the fame place where the other had 
landed and where the boat lay. By this means 
I fay, we had a full view of them, and the captain 
knew the perfons and characters of all the men 
in the boat, of whom, he faid, that there were 
three very honeft fellows, who he was fure were 
led into this confpiracy by the reft, being over- 
powered and frighted. But that as for the boat- 
fwain, who, itfeems, was the chief officer amone 
them, and all the reft, they were as outrageous 
as any of the fhip’s crew, and were no doubt 
made defperate in their new enterprize; and ter- 
ribly apprehenfive he was that they would be too 
powerful for us. I fimiled at him, and told him, 
that men in our circumftances were patt the op- 
eration of fear; that feeing almoft every condition 
that could be, was better than that which we 
were fuppofed to be in, we ought to expect that 
the confequence, whether death or life, would be 
fure to be adeliverance: I afked him what. he 
thought of the circumitances of my life, and 
whether a deliverance were not worth venturing 
for?“ And where, fir, faid I, is your belief of 
my being preferved here on purpole to fave your 

life 
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life, which elevated you a little while ago? For 
my part, faid I, there feems to me but one thing 
amifs in all the profpect of it. What’s that? fays 
he. Why, faid I, it is, that as there are three or 
four honeft fellows among them which fhould be 
{pared ; had they been all of the wicked part of 
crew, I fhould have thought God’s providence 
had fingled them out to deliver them into your 
hands! for depend upon it, every man that comes 
afhore are our own, and fhall die or live as they 
behave to us.” As I fpoke this with a raifed 
voice and chearful countenance, I found it greatly 
encouraged him; fo we fet vigoroufly to our 
bufinefs. 


We had, upon the firft appearance of the 
boat’s coming from the fhip, confidered of fe- 


_parating our prifoners, and we had indeed fecur- 


ed them effectually. Two of them, of whom the 
captain was lefs affured than ordinary, I fent with 
Friday, and one of the three (delivered men) to 
my cave, where they were remote enough, and 
out of danger of being heard or difcovered, or 
of finding their way out of the woods,-if they 
could have delivered themfelves; here they left 
them bound, but gave them provifions, and pro- 
mifed them if they contined there quietly to give 
them their liberty in a day or two; but that if 
they attempted their efcape, they fhould be put 

: to 
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to death without mercy. . They promifed faith- 
fully to bear their confinement with patience, 
and were very thankful that they had fuch good 
ufage, as to have provifions and light left them, 
for Friday gave them candles (fuch as we made 
ourfelves) for their comfort; and they did not 
know but that he ftood fentinel over them at the 
entrance. 


Tue other prifonets had better ufage; two of 
them were kept pinioned indeed becaufe the cap- 
tain was not free to truft them; but the other 
two were taken into my fervice upon their cap- 
tain’s recommendation, and upon their folemnly 
engaging to live and die with us; fo with them 
‘and the three honeft men, we were feven men, 
well armed; and I made no doubt we fhould 
be able to deal well enough with the ten that 
were a coming, confidering that the captain had 
faid. there were three or four honeft men among 
them. alfo. As foon as they got to the place 
where their other boat lay, they run their boat 
into the beach, and came all on fhore, haling 
the boat up after them, which I was glad to fee; 
for I was afraid they would rather have left the 
boat at an anchor, fome diftance from the fhore; 
with fome hands in her, to guard her; and fo we 
fhould not be able to feize the boat. Being on 
fhore, the firft thing they did, they ran all to 

their 
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their other boat, and it was eafy to fee they were 
under a great furprize, to find her ftripped as 
above, of all that was in her, and a great hole in 
her bottom. : 


Arter they had mufed a while upon this, they 
fet up two or three great fhouts ho! loing with 
all their might, to try if they could make their — 
companions hear; but all was to no purpofe ; 
then they came all clofe in a ring, and fired a 
volley of their {mall arms, whichindeed we heard, 
and the echoes made the woods, ring; but it 
was all one, thofe in the cave we were {ure could 
not hear, and thofe inour keeping though they 
heard it well enough yet durft give no anfwer to 
them. They were fo aftonifhed at the furprize 
of this, that as they told us afterwards, they re- 


folved to go all on board again to their fhip, 


and let them know, that the men were all mur- 
thered and the long-boat ftaved; accordingly they 
immediately launched their boat again, and got 
all of them on board. 


THE captain was terribly amazed, and even 
confounded at this, believeing they would go on 
board the fhip again, and fet fail, giving their 
comrades for loft, and fo he fhould ftill lofe the 
fhip, which he was in hopes we fhould have re- 

covered ; 
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covered; but he was quickly as much frighted 
the other way. 


Tury had not been leng put off with the boat, 
but we perceived them all coming on fhore 
again; but with this hew meafure in their con- 
duct, which it feems they confulted together upon 
viz. To leave three men in the boat, and the 
reft to go on fhore, and go up into the country 
to look for their fellows.. This was @ great dif- 
“appointment. to us; for how we were at a great 
lofs what to do: for our feizing thofe feven men 
on fhore would be no advantage to us, if we 
let the boat efcape; becaufe they would then 
row away to the fhip, and theri the reft of them 
would be fure te weigh and fet fail, and fo our 
recovering the fhip would be loft: 


Howsver, we had no remedy, but to wait and 
fee what the iffe of things might prefent; the 
{even men came on fhore; and the thrée who re- 
mained in the boat, put her off toa good dif- 
tance from the fhore, and came to an anchor 
to wait for them; fe that it was impoflible for us 
to come at them in the boat. Thofe that came 
on fhore; kept clofe together, marching towards 
the top of the little hill, under which my habi- 
tation lay; and we could fee them plainly, though 
they could not perceive us: we could have been 


Ec very 
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very glad they would have comé nearer to us; 
fo that we might have-fired at them, or that 
they would have gone farther off, that we might 
have come abroad. But when they were come 
to the brow of the hill, where they could fee a 
great way into the valleys and woods, which lay 
towards the north eaft part; and where the ifland 
lay loweft, they fhouted and ho! loed, till they 
weré weary, and not caring it feems to venture 
far from the fhore, nor far from one another, 
they fat down together under a tree; to confider 
of it: had they thought fit to have goné to fleep 
there, as the: other part of them had done, they 
had done the jobb for us; but they were too full 
of apprehenfions of danger, to venture to go to 
fleep;. though they could not tell what the danger 
was they had to fear neither. 


THE Captain made a very jaft propofal to me 
upon this. confultation of theirs, viz. That perhaps 
they would all fire a volley again, to endeavour 
to make their fellows hear, and that we fhould 
all fally upon them; juft at the juncture 
when their pieces were all difcharged, and they 
would certainly yield, and’ we fhould have them - 
without blood fhed: I liked this propofal, pro- 
vided it was done while we were near enough to 
come up to them, before they cotild load their 
pieces agains But this event did not happen, and 


we 
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we lay full a long time, very irrefolute what 
courfe to take; at leneth I told them, there 
would be nothing to be done in my opinion till 
night, and then if they did not return to the boat, 
perliaps we might find a way to get between them 
and the fhore,; and fo might ufe fome ftratagem 
with them in’ the boat to get them on fhore, 
We waited a great while though very impatient 
for their removing; and were very uneafy; when 
after long confultations, we faw them. all ftart up, 
and march down towards the fea: it feems they 


had fuch dreadful apprehenfions upon them, of 


the danger of the place, that they refoived to go 
on board the fhip again, give their companions 
over for loft; and fo go on with their intended 
voyage with the fhip. 

As- foor as I perceived them to go towards 
the fhore, I imagined it to be as it really was, 
that they had given over their fearch, and were 
for going back again; and the captain, as foon as 
1 told him my thoughts, was ready to fink at.the 
apprehenfions of it: but I prefently thought of a 
{tratagemi to fetch them back again; and which 
anfwered my end to a tittle. I ordered Frida 7 
and the captain’s mate, to go over the little creek 
weft-ward, towards the place where th« 
came on fhore; when Friday, was refcued ; 
as foon as they came to a little rifing ground, 
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at about half a mile diftance; I bad them cry 
ho! loe, as loud as they could, and. wait till they 
found the feamen heard them ; that as foon as 
ever they heard the feamen anfwer them, they 
fhould return it again, and then keeping .out of 
fight, take a round always anfwering when the 
others ho! loed, to draw them as far into the 
ifland, and among the woods, as poffible and then 
wheel about again to me, by fuch ways as I di- 
rected them. | 


THey were juft going into the boat; when 
Friday and the mate ho! loed, and they prefent- 
ly heard them, and anfwering, run along the 
fhore weftward towards the voice they heard, when 
they were prefently {topped by the creek, where the 
water being up, they could not get over, and 
called for the boat to come up, and fet them 
over, as indeed I expetted. When they had fet 

imfelves over, I obferved; that the boat being 
gone up a good way into the creek, and as it 


one o 
them, and left only two in the boat, having faf- 
tened her to the ftump of a little tree on the 


Puis was what I wifhed for; and immediately 
ing Friday and the captain’s mate to their 
bufinefs 
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I took the reft with me, and croffing the creek 
out of their fight, we furprized the two men be- 
fore they were aware; one of them lying on the 
fhore, and the other being in the boat; the fel- 
low on fhore, was between fleeping and waking, 
and going to ftart up, the captain who was fore- 
moft, ran in upon him, and knocked him down, 
and then called out to him in the boat to yield, 
or he was a dead man. There needed very few 
arguments to perfuade a fingle man to yield, when 
he faw five men upon him, and his comrade 
knocked down; befides, this “was it feems one of 
the three who were not fo heartily in the mu- 
tiny as the reft of the crew, and therefore was 
eafily perfuaded not only to yield, but after- 
wards to join very fincere with us. In the mean 
time, Friday and the captain’s mate fo well ma- 
naged their bufinefs with the reft, that they drew 
them by ho! loing and anfwering, from one hill 
to another, and from one wood to another, till 
they not only heartily tired them, but left them 
where they were very fure they could not reach 
back to the boat, before it was dark ; and indeed 
they were heartily tired themfelves alfo by the 


time they came back to us, 


We had nothing now todo, but to watch for 
hem, in the dark and to fall upon them, fo as to 
make {ure work with them. 

Bren Ir 
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It was feveral hours after Friday came back to 
me, betore they came back to their boat; and we 
could hear the foremoft of them long before they 
came quite up, calling tothofe behind to come 
along; and could alfo hear them anfwer, and 
complain how lame and tit ted t they were, and not 


bat 


able to come any falter, which was very welcome 
news tous. At Jength ie came up to the boat ; 
but it is impofiible to exprels their confufion, when 
they found the boat faft a- ecaidh in the creek, the 
tide ebbed out, and their two men gone: we 
could hear them call to ene another in a moft 
lamentable manner, telline one another, they 
were gotten into an enchanted ifland; iti either 
there were inhabitants in - and they fhould be 
all murthered, or elfe there were devils and {pirits 
in it, and they fhould be all carried ay fay, and 
devoured. They ho! loed again, and called their 
two. comrades hs their names, a great many times ; 
but no aniwer. After fome time, we could fee Bern 
by the little li we t there was, run about wringing 
their hands like men in defpair, and that fometimes 
they would go and fit down in the boat to reft them- 
fel ves, then come aikore again, and walk © about 
again, and fo over the fame thing again, My 
men would fain have had me ¢ given them leave to 
fall upon them at once in bie dark; but I was 
willing to take them at fome adv dee fo to {pare 
them, and kill as few of them as I could ; and, 
: elpecially 
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eipecially I was unwilling to hazard the killing of 
any of our men, knowing the other were very well 
armed, I refolved to wait to fee if they did not 
feparate; and therefore to make fure of them, I 
drew my ambufcade nearer, and ordered Friday 
and the captain, to creep upon their hands and 
feet as clofe to the ground as they could, that they 
might not be difcovered, and get as near them as 
they could pofiibly, before they offered to fire, 


Try had not been long in that pofture, but 
that the boatfwain, who was the principal ringlead- 
er of the mutiny, and had now fhewn himfelf the 
moft dejected and difpirited of all the reft, came 
walking towards them with two more of the 

“crew ; the captain was fo eager, at haying this prin- 
cipal rogue fo much in his power, that he could 
hardly have patience to let him come fo near, as to 
be fure of him; for they only heard his tongue be- 
fore: but wher they came nearer, the captain and 
Friday ftarting up on their feet, let fly at them. 


Tux boatfwain was killed upon the fpot, the 
next man was fhot into the body, and fell juft by 
him, though he ‘did not die till an hour or two 
after; and the third run for it. At the noife of 
the fire, 1 immediately advanced with my whole 
army, which was now eight men, yiz. myfeif 
Generalifimo, Friday my lieutepant general, the 
Bete 4 captain 
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captain and his two men, and the three prifoners of 
war, whom we had trufted with arms 


We came upon them indeed in the dark, {a 
that they could not fee our number; and I made 
the man thev had left in the boat, who was now 
one of us, call to them by name, to try iff could 
bring them to a parley, and fo might perhaps re- 
duce them to terms, which fell out juft as we 
defired: for indeed it was eafy to think, as their 
condition then was, they would be very willing to 
capitulate, fo he calls out as loud as he could, to 
one of them, Tom Smith, Tom Smith ; Tom 
Smith anfwered immediately, who is that, Robin- 
fon; for it feems he knew his voice: the other 
anfwered, ““ Ay, ay; for God fake, Tom Smith, 
throw down your arms, and yield, or you are all 
_ dead men this moment. Whe muft we yield to; 
where are they? Says Smith again. Here they 
are, fays he, here’s our captain, and fifty men 
with him, have been hunting you this two hours ; 
the boatfwain is killed, Will Fry is wounded, 
-andIl ama prifoner; and if you do not yield, you 
are all loit, Will they give us quarter then, (fays 
Tom Smith) and’ we. will yield? I will go afk, 
if you promife to yield,” fays Robinfon; fo he 
afked. the captain, and the captain then calls him- 
felf out, you Smith you know my voice, if you 
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lay down your arms immediately, and fubmit, you 
fhall have your lives all but Will Atkins. 7 


Uron this, ‘ Will Atkins cried out, for Gods 
fake captain, give me quarter, what have I done: 
They have been all as bad as I,” which by the 
way, was not true neither, for it feems this Will 
Atkins was the firft man that laid hold of the cap- 
tain, when they firft mutinied, and ufed him bar- 
baroufly, in tying his hands, and giving him 
injurious language. However, the captain told 
him he muft lay down his arms at difcretion, and 
truft to the governor's mercy, by which he meant 
me; for they all called me governor. In a word, 
they all laid down their arms, and begged their 
lives; and I fent the man that had parlied with 
them, and two more who bound them all: and 
rhen my great army of fifty men, which particular- 
ly with thofe three, were all but eight, came up 
and feized upon them all, and upon their boat, 
only that I kept myfelf and one more, out of fight, 
for reafons of ftate. 


Our next work was to repair the boat, and 
think of feizing the fhip ; and as for the captain 
now he had leifure to parley with them: he ex- 
poftulated with them upon the villany of their 
practices with him, and at length upon the far- 
-her wickednefs of their defign, and how certainly 
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feat 
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it muft bring them to mifery and diftrefS in the 
end, and perhaps to the gallows 


THeY all appeared: very penitent, and begged 
hard for their lives; as-for that, he told them, 
they were none of his prifoners, but the command- 
er’s of the ifland, that they thought they had fet 
him on fhore in a barren uninhabited ij fland, but it 
had pleafed God fo to dire& them, that the ifland 
was inhabited, and that the governor was an En- 
glifhman; that he might hang them all there, if 
he pleafed; but as he had erven them all quarter, 
he fuppofed he would fend them to Fneland to be 
dealt with there, as juttice required, exeept Atkins, 
whom he was commanded by the governor to 
advife to prepare for death; for that he would be 
hanged in the morning. 


Tuovcu this was all but a fition of his own, 
yet it had its defired effect; Atkins fell upon his 
knees, to beg the captain to intercede oe the 
governor for his life: and all the reft begged of him 
for God’s fake, that they might not be fent to 


England. 


Tt now occurred to me, that the time of our de- 
liverance was come, and that it would be a moft 
ealy thing, to bring thefe fellows in, to be hearty 


7 


in getting poftel fion of the fhip; fo Iretired in the 
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dark from them, that they might not fee what kind 
of a governor they had, and called the captain to 
me; when I called as at a good diftance, one of the 
men was ordered to fpeak again, and fay to the 
captain, captain, the commander calls for you; 
and prefently the captain replied, Tell his excel- 
jency I am jufta-coming. This more perfectly 
amufed them, and they all believed that the 
commander was juft by with his fifty men. Up- 
on the captain’s coming tome, I told him my pro- 
ject for feizing the thip, which he liked wonder- 
fully well, and refolved to put it in execution the 
next morning. But in order to execute it with 
more art, and fecure of fuccefs, I told him we 
mutt divide the prifoners, and that he muft go and 
rake Atkins and two more of the wort of them, 
and fend them pinioned to the cave where the others 
lay: This was committed to Friday and the two 
men who came on fhore with the captain. ‘They 
conveyed them to the cave, as to a prifon, and 
‘+t was indeed a difmal place, efpecially to men 
in their condition. The other I ordered to my 
bower, as I called it, of which I have given 
a full defcription; and as it was fenced in, and 
they pinioned, the place was fecure enough, con- 
fidering they were upon their behaviour. 


To thofe in the morning I fent the captain, who 
‘was to enter into a parley with them, in a word to 


try 
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try them, and tell me whether he thought they 
might rne trufted or no to go on board and furprize 
the fhip. He talked to them of the injury done 
him, of the condition they were brought to, and 
that though the governor had given them quarter 
for their liyes, as to the prefent action, yet that 
if they were fent to England they would all be 
hanged in chains to be fure; but that if they would 
join in. fo juft an attempt as to recover the fhip, 
he would have the governor’s engagement for their 
pardon, 


ANY one may guefs how readily fuch a pro- 
pofal would be accepted by men in their condition; 
they fell down on their knees to the captain, and 
promifed, with the deepeft imprecations, that 
they would be faithful to him to the laft drop, 
and that they fhould owe their lives to him, and 
would go with him all over the world, that they 
would own him for a father to them as long as 
they lived. ‘* Well, fays ‘the captain, I muft-¢o 
and tell the governor what you fay, and fee what 
I can do to bring him to -confent to it :” So he 
brought me an account of the temper he found - 


> 


them in, and that he verily believed they. would 
be faithful. 


However, that we might be very fecure, I 
told him he fhould go back again and chufe out 
thefe 
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thefe five, and tell them, that they might fee he 
did not want men, that he would take out thefe 
Gve to be his affiftants, and that the governor 
would keep the other two, and the three that 
were fent prifoners to the caftle (my cave) as 
hoftages for the fidelity of thofe five, and that if 
they proved unfaithful in the execution, the five 
hoftages fhould be hanged in chains alive on 
the fhore. 


Tuis looked fevere, and convinced them that 
the governor was in earneft : however they had no 
way left them but to accept it; and it was now 
the bufinefs of the prifoners, as much as of the 
captain; to perfuade the other. five todo their 
duty: 


Our ftrength was now thus ordered for the 
éxpedition: 1. The captain his mate and paffen- 
cer. 2. Then the two prifoners of the firft gang, 
to whom, having their chatacters from the Captain, 
I had given their liberty, and trufted therh 
with arms. 3. The other two that I had kept 
Hill now in my bower, pinioned ; but upon the 
¢aptain’s motion, had releafed. 4.° Thefe five 
releafed at laft; fo;that they were twelve in all, 
befides five we kept prifoners in the cave for 
hoftages. 


i a ; Scaie Raed Lae ra 
T asxep the captain if he was willing to ven- 
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ture with thefe hands on board the fhip ; for as 
for me and my man Friday, I did not think it 
was proper for us to ftir, having feven men left 
behind; and it was employment enough for us to 
keep them afunder, and fupply them with vietu- 
als. As to the five in the cave, I refolved to keep 
them faft, but Friday went in twice a day to them 
to fupply them with neceffaries ; and I made the 
other two carry provifions to a certain. diftance, 
where Friday was to take it. 


Wuen I fhewed myfelf to thé two hoftages, 
it was with the captain, who told them I was the 
perfon the governor had ordered to look after 
them ; and that it was the governor’s pleafuré they 
fhould not ftir any where but by my direétion, 
and if they did they would be fetched into the 
cattle; and be laid in irons; fo that as we never 
fuffered them to fee me as governor, {6 I now 
appeared as another perfon, and {poke of the go- 
vernor, the garrifon, the caftle; and thé like, up- 
on all occafions. 


THE captain now had no difficulty before him, 
but to furnifh his two boats, ftop the breach of 
ene, and man them: he made his paffenger-cap- 
tain ef one, with four other men; and himéelf, 
and his mate, and five more, went in the other: 
and they contrived their bufinefs very well, for 

the 
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they came up to the fhip about midnight. As 
foon as they came within call of the fhip, he 
made Robinfon hale them, and tell them they 
had brought off the men and the boat, but that 
it was along time before they had found them; 
and the like; holding them in a chat tll they 
came to the fhip’s fide: when the captain and the 
mate entering firft with their arms, immediately 
knocked down the fecond mate and carpenter 
with the butt end of their mufkets, being very 
faithfully feconded by their men; they fecured 
all the reft that wete upon the main and quarter 
decks, and began to faften the hatches, to keep 
them down that were below, when the other boat 
and their men entering at the fore-chains, fecured 
the fore-caftle of the fhip; and the fcuttle which 
went down into the cook room, making three 
men they found there prifoners. When this was 
done, and all. fafe upon deck; the captain order- 
ed the mate with three men to break into the round 
houfe where the new rebel captain lay, and having 
taken the alarm; had gotton up, and with two men 
and a boy had gotten fire-arms in their “hands ; 


rf 


and when the mate with a crow fplit open the 


door, the new captain and his men fired boldly 
among them; and wounded the mate with a mui- 
ket-ball, which broke his arm, and wounded two 
more of the men, but killed no body. ‘The mate 


Lr 


calling for help; rufhed however into the round- 
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houfe, wounded as he was, and with his piftol 
fhot the new captain through the head, the bul: 
jet entering at his mouth, and came out again 
behind one of his ears, fo that’ he never fpoke a 
word more: upon which the reft yielded, and the 
fhip was taken effectually; without any more 
lives loft. 


As foon as the fhip was thus fecured the cap- 
tain ordered feven guns to be fired, which was the 
fignal agreed upon with me to give me notice 
of his fuccefs, which you may be fure I was very 
glad to hear, having fat watching upon the. fhore 
for it till near two of the clock in the morning: 
Having thus heard the fignal plainly; Ilaid me 
down ; and it having been a day of great fatigue 
to me, I flept very found, till I was: fomething 


_ furprized ait the noile of a gun, and prefently 


itarting up; I heard a man call me by the name 
ot Governor; Governor, and prefently I knew the 
captain’s voice: when climbing up to the top of the 
hill, there he ftood, and pointing to the fhip, he 
embraced me in his arms, ‘* my dear friend and 


deliverer, fays he, there’s your fhip, for fhe i8 all 


yours, and fo are we and all that belong to her.” 
i caft my eyes to the fhip, and there fhe rode 
within a little e than half a mile of the fhore, 


Fred 


for they had weit ited pe anchor as foon as a ny 
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had brought her to an anchor juft againft the 
mouth of the little creek, and the tide being up, 
the captain had brought the pinnace in near the 
place where I at firft landed my rafts, and fo 
landed juft at my door. I was at firft ready to 
fink down with the furprize: for I faw my de- 
liverance indeed vifibly put into my hands, all 
things eafy, and a large fhip juft ready to carry 
me away whither I pleafed to go. At firft, for 
fome time, I was not able to anfwer him one 
word, but as he had taken me in his arms, | 
held faft by him, or I fhould have fallen to the 
ground. He perceived the furprize, and imme- 
diately pulls a bottle out of his pocket and gave 
me a dram of cordial, which he had brought on 
purpofe for me; after 1 had drank it 1 fat down 
upon the ground; and though it brought me to 
myfelf, yet it was a good while before I could 
fpeak a word to him. All this time the poor 
man was in as great an extafy as.I, only not 
under any furprize, as 1 was; and he faid a thou- 
fand kind tender things to me, to compofe me 
and bring me to myfelf: but fuch was the flood 
of joy in my breaft, that it put all my fpirits inte 
confufion ; at laft it broke out into tears; and in 
a little while after I recovered my fpeech: then 
I took my turn and embraced him as my de- 
liverer, and we. rejoiced together. I told him I 
looked upon him as a man fent from heaven to 

Ff deliver 
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deliver me, and that the whole tranfaction. feem- 
ed to be a chain of wonders; that fuch things 
as thefe were the teftimonies we had of a fecret 
hand of providence governing the world, and an 
evidence that the eye of an infinite power could 
fearch into the remoteft corner of the world, and 
and fend help: to the muferable whenever he 
pleafed. 


I rorcoT not to lift up my heart in thank- 
fulnefs to heaven, and what heart could forbear to 
blefs him, who had not only in a miraculous manner 
provided for me in fuch a wildernefs, and in fuch 
a defolate condition, but from whom every de- 
liverance muft always be acknowledged to pro- 
ceed. 


WueEn we had talked a while, the captain told 
me he had brought me fome little refrefhment, 
fuch as the fhip afforded, and fuch as the wretches 
that had been fo long his mafter had not plunder- 
ed him of: upon this he called aloud to the 
boat, and bad his men bring the things afhore 
that were for the governnor; and indeed it was a 
prefent, as if { had been one, not that was to be 
carried away along with them, but as if I had 
been to dwell upon the ifland ftill, and they 
were to go without me. Firft. he had brought 
me a cafe of bottles full of excellent cordial 

waters 
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waters, fix large bottles of Madeira wine, the 
bottles held two quarts apiece, two pound of ex- 
cellent good tobacco, twelve good pieces of the 
fhip’s beef, and fix pieces of pork, with a bag 
of peafe, and above a hundred weight of bifcuit ; 
he alfo brought me a box of fugar, a box of flour 
a box full of lemons, and two bottles of lime 
juice, and abundance of other things : but befides 
thefe, and what was a thoufand times more ufeful 
to me, he brought me fix new clean fhirts, fix 
very good neckcloths, two pair of gloves, one pair 
of thoes, a hat and one pair of ftockings, with a 
very good fuit of cloaths of his own which had 
been worn but very little; in a word he cloathed me 
‘from head to foot. It was a very kind and ‘a- 
oreeable prefent, as any one may imagine, to one in 
my circumftances ; but never was. any thing in the 
world of that kind fo unpleafant, aukward and un- 
eafy as it was to me to wear fuch cloaths at their 
firft putting on. 


Agrer thele ceremonies paft, and after all his 
good things were brought into my little apart- 
ment we began to confult what was to be done 
with the prifoners we had; for it was worth con- 
fidering, whether we might venture to take them 
away with us or no, efpecially two of them whom 
he knew to be incorrigible and refractory to the 
jaft degree; and the captain faid, he knew they 

ef 2 were 
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fuch rogues that there was no obliging them, 
and if he did carry them away, it muft be in 
irons, as malefactors to be delivered over to juf- 
tice at the firft Englifh colony he could come at ; 
and I found that the captain himfelf was very 
anxious about it. Upon this I told him, that if 
he defired it, I would undertake to bring the 
two men he fpoke of, to make it their own re- 
queft that he fhould leave them upon the ifland. 
I fhould be very glad of that, fays the captain, 
with all my heart. Well, fays I, I will fend for 
them up, and talk with them for you; fo I 
caufed Friday and the two hoftages for they were 
now difcharged, their comrades having perform- 
ed their promife, I fay, | caufed them to go to 
the cave, and bring up the five men, pinioned as they 
were, to the bower, and keep them there till I 
came. After fome time I came thither dreffed 
in my new habit, and now I was called gover- 
nor again: being all met, and the captain with 
ime, Icaufed the men to be brought before me, and I 
coldthem I had had a full account of their villanous 
behavour to the captain, and how they had run 
away with the fhip, and were preparing to com- 
mit farther robberies but that providence had en- 
fnared them in their own ways, and that they 
were fallen into the pit which they had dug for 
others. I let them know, that by my direétion 
the fhip had been feized, that fhe lay now in the 
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road, and they might fee by and by that their new 
captain had received the reward of his villany, for 
that they might fee him hanging at the yard arm: 
that as to them, I wanted to know what they 
had to fay, why I {hould rot execute them as 
pirates, taken in the faét, as by my commiffion 
they could not doubt but I had authority fo to 
do. 


One of them anfwered in the name of the reft 
that they had nothing to fay but this, that when 
they were taken the captain promifed them their 
lives, and they humbly implored my mercy ; but 
L told them, ‘* I knew not what mercy to fhew 
them ;” for as for myfelf, I had refolved to quit 
the ifland with all. my men, and had taken paf- 
fage with the captain to go for England: and as 
for the captain, he could not carry them to Eng- 
land other than as prifoners, in irons, to be tri- 
ed for mutiny, and running away with the fhip 
the confequence of which, they muft needs know 
would be the gallows; {o that I could not tell 
what was beft for them, unlefs they had a mind 
to take their fate in the ifland; if they defired 
that, I did not care, as I had liberty to leave it, 
I had fome inclination to give them their lives, 
if they thought they could fhift on fhore. 


Tuzy feemed very thankful for it, and faid 
FE £3 they 
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they would much rather venture to ftay here than 
to be carried to England to be hanged: fo I left 
it on that iffue. 


‘However, the captain feemed to make fome 
difficulty of it, as if he durft not -leave them 
there: upon this I feemed a little angry with the 
captain, and told him that they were my pri- 
foners, not kis; and that feeing I had offered 
them fo much favour, I would be as good as my 
word, and that if he did not think fit to confent 
to it, I would fet them at liberty, as I found 
them: and if he did not like it, He might take 
them again, if he could catch them. Upon this 
they appared very thankful, and I accordingly 
fet them at liberty, and bad them retire into the 
woods to the place whence they came, and I 
would leave them fome fire arms, fome ammunition, 
and fome directions how they fhould live very 
well, if they thought fit. upon this I prepared 
to go on board the fhip, and told the captain I 
would {tay that night to prepare my things, and 
defired him to go on board in the mean time 
and Keep all right in the fhip, and fend 
the boat on fhore next day for me; ordering 
him, in the mean time to caufe the new Captain 
who was killed to be hanged at the yard arm, 
that thefe men might fee him, 


WHEN 
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Wuen the captain was gone, I fent for the 
me up to me to my apartment, and entered feri- 
oufly into difcourfe with them of their circum- 
ftances; I told them I thought they had made a 
right choice, that if the captain carried them away 
they would certainly be hanged: I fhewed them 
the new captain, hanging at the yard-arm of the 
fhip, and told them they had nothing lefs to ex- 
pect. 


Wuen they had all declared their willingneis 
to ftay, I then told them I would let them into 
the ftory of my living there, and put them into the 
way of making it eafy to them: accordingly I 
cave them the whole hiftory of the place, and of 
“my coming to it; fhewed them my fortifications, 
the way I made my bread, planted my corn, cur- 
ed my grapes, and, in ‘a word, all that was ne- 
ceflary to make them eafy: I told them the ftory 
alfo of the fixteen Spaniards that were to be ex- 
pected for whom I left a letter, and made them 
promife to treat them in common with them- 
{elves. Here it may be noted that the captain 
had ink on board, who admired greatly that I 
never hit upon a way of making ink. of charcoal 
and water, or of fomething elfe, as I had done 
things much harder. 


J pert them my ‘fire-arms, viz. five mufkets, 
to fea three 
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three fowling-pieces, and three fwords: I had 
above a barrel and half of powder left, for after 
the firft year or two I ufed but little, and wafted 
none: I gave them a defcription of the way I 
managed the goats, and direétions to milk and 
fatten them, and to make both butter and cheefe ; 
in a word, I gave them every part of my own 
ftory, and told them I fhould prevail with the 
captain to leave them two barrels of gun-powder 
more, and fome garden feeds, which I told them 
1 would have been very glad of: alfo I gave them 
the bag of peafe which the captain had brought 


me to eat, and bad them be fure to fow and in- 
creafe them, 


Havine done all this, I left them the next 
day, and went on board the fhip; we prepared 
_ immediately to fail, but did not weigh that night ; 
the next morning early two of the five men came 
lwimming to. the fhip’s fide, and making a moft 
lamentable complaint of the other three, begged 
to be taken into the fhip for God’s fake, for they 
fhould be murthered, and begged the captain 
to take them on board, though he hanged them 
immediately. Upon this the captain pretended 
to have no power without me; but after fome 
difficulty, and after their folemn promifes’ of a- 
mendment; they were taken on board, and were 
forme: time after foundly whipped and pickled, 

: after 
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after which they proved very honett and quiet 
fellows.. 


Some time after this the boat was ordered on 
fhore, the tide being up, with the things pro- 
mifed to the men, to which the captain, at my 
interceffion, caufed their chefts and clothes to be 
added which they took, and were yery thankful 
for; I alfo encouraged them by telling them that 
if it lay in my way to fend any yeffel ‘to take 
them in, I would not forget them. 


Wren I took leave of this ifland, I carried on 
board for reliques, the great goat's fkin cap I 
had made, my umbrella, and my old parrot ; alfo 
I forget not to take the money \ formerly men- 
tioned, which had lain by me fo long ufelefs, 
that it was grown rufty, or tarnifhed, and could 
hardly pafs for filver, till it had been a little rub- 
bed, and handled; as alfo the money I found in 
the wreck of the Sanifh fhip. And thus I 
left the ifland, the roth of December, as I found 
by the fhip’s account, in the year 1686, after I 
had been upon it eight and twenty years, two 
months, and nineteen days ; being delivered from 
this fecond captivity, the fame day of .the month 
that I firft made my efcape in the barcolongo, 
from among the Moors of Sallee. In this veffel, 
after a long voyage, I arrived in England, the 

eleventh 
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ad 


eleventh of June in the year 1687, having been 
thirty and five years abfent. 


Wuen I came to England I was a_ perfect 
{tranger to all the world, as if I had been never 
known there. My benefactor and faithful fteward 
whom I had left my money in truft with, was 
alive; but had had great misfortunes in the world: 
was become a widowthe fecond time, and very low in 
the world I. made her very eafy as to what fhe owed 
me,affuring her I would give her no trouble; but on 
the contrary, in gratitude to her former care and 
faithfulnefs to me, I relieved her as my little ftock 
would afford, which at that time would indeed 
allow. me to do but little for her; but I affured 
her, J. would never forget her former kindnefs 
to me; nor did I forget her when I-had fufficient 
to help her, as: fhall be obferved. in its place, 
I went down afterwards into: Yorkfhire; but my 
father was dead, and my mother, and all the fa- 
mily extinét, except that I found two fifters, and. 
two of the children of one of my brothers ; and 
as I had been Jong ago given over for . dead, 
there had been no provifion made; for me; fo that 
in a word, I found nothing -to rélieve, or affitt 
me; and that little money I had.would not do 
much for me, as to fettling in.the'world, 


I met with one piece of gratitude indeed, which 
I did not expect; and ‘this was, that the mafte 


of 


ROBINSON CRUSOE. 443 


of the fhip, whom I had fo happily delivered, 
and by the fame means faved the fhip and cargo 
having given a very handfome account to the 
owners, of the manner how I had faved the lives 
of the men and the fhip, they invited me to meet 
them, and fome other merchants concerned, and all 
together made me a very handfome compliment up- 
on the fubject, and a prefent of almoft 2o0ol. fterling. 


Bur after making feveral reflections upon the 
circumftances of my life, and how little way this 
would go towards fettling me in the world, I 
refolved to go to Lifbon, and fee if I might not 
‘come by fome information of the ftate of my 
plantation in the Brafils, and of what was become 
of my partner, who, I had reafon to fuppofe, had 
fome years now given me over for dead. With 
this view I took fhipping for Lifbon, where I 
arrived in April following; my man Friday ac- 
companied me very honeftly in all thefe ramblings, 
and proving a moft faithful fervant upon all oc- 
cafions. When I came to Lifbon I found out 
by enquiry, and to my particular fatisfaction, my 
old friend the captain of the fhip who firft took me 
up at fea off of the fhore of Africk: He was now 
erown old, and had left off going to fea, having 
put his fon, who was far from a young man, into 
his fhip, and who ftill ufed the Brafil trade ; the 
old man did not know me, and indeed [- hard- 


ly 
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knew him; but I foon brought him to my re- 

membrance, and as foon brought myfelf to his 
> ) us 

remembrance, when I told him' who I was. 


Arter fome paffionate expreflions of the old . 
acquaintance between us, | enquired after my 
plantation and my partner: the old man told me 
he had not been in the Brafils for about nine 
years, but that he could affure me that when he 
came away my partner was living, but the truf- 
tees whom I had joined with him, to take cog- 
nizance of my part, were both dead; that how- 
ever, be believed that I would have a very good 
account of the improvement of the plantation, 
for that upon the general belief of my being 
caft away and drowned, my truftees had given in 
the account of the produce of my part of the 
plantation to the procurator filcal, who had ap- 
propriated it, in cafe I never came to claim it, one 
third to the King, and two thirds to the monaftry 
of St. Auguftine to be expended for the benefit 
of the poor, and for the converfion of the Indians 
to the catholic faith; but that if I appeared, or 
any one for me, to claim the inheritance, it 
would be reftored, only that the improvement or 
annual produétion being diftributed to charitable 
ufes, could not be reftored; but he affured me, 
that the fteward of the kings revenue (from lands) 
and the proviedore or fteward of the monaftery, 


had 
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had taken great care all along that the incumbent, 
that is to fay my partner, gave every year a 
faithful account of the produce, of which they re- 
ceived duly my moiety. I afked him if he knew 
to what height of improvement he had brought 
the plantation, and whether he thought it might 
be worth looking after ; or whether, on my going 
thither, I fhould meet with no obftruction to my 
poffeffing my juft right in the moiety ? He told 
me he could not tell exactly to what degree the 
plantation was improved but this he knew, that 
my partner was grown exceeding rich, upon the 
enjoying but one half of it, and that to the beft 
of his remembrance he that heard, that the king’s 
third of my part, which was it feems granted 
away to fome other monaftery, or religious houfe, 
amounted to above two hundred moidores a year: 
that as to my being reftored to a quiet poffeffion 
of it, there was no queftion to be made of that, 
my partner being alive to witnefs my title, and my 
name being alfo enrolled in the regifter of the 
country ; alfo he told me that the furvivors of my 
two truftees were very fair honeft people, and 
very wealthy, and he believed I would not only 
have their affiftance for putting me in poffeffion, 
but would find a very confiderable fum of money 
in their hands for my account being the produce 
of the farm: while their fathers held the truft 


and 
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and before it was given up as above, which as he 
remembered was for about twelve years. 


I sHewrp myfelf a little concerned and uneafy 
at this account, and enquired of the old captain, 
how it came to pafs that the truftees fhould thus 
difpofe of my effects when he knew that I had made 
my will, and had made him the Portugueze cap+ 
tain, my univerfal heir, &c. 


He told me that was true, but that as there was 
no proof of my being dead, he could not act as 
executor, until fome certain account fhould come 
of my- death, and that befides, he: was not will 
ing to intermeddle with a thing fo remote; that 
is was true he had regiftered my will, and put 
in-his claim, and could he have given any account 
of my being dead or alive, he would have acted by 
procuration, and taken poffeffion of the Ingenio, 
fo they called the fugar-houfe, and had given his 
fon, who was now at the Brafils orders to do it. 
« But fays the old man, I have one piece of 
news. to tell you, which perhaps may not be fo 
acceptable to you as the reft, and that is, believ- 
ing you were loft, and all the world believing 
fo alfo, your partner and truftees did offer to 
account with me in your name, for fix or eight 
of the firft years profits which I recieved thereout; 
there being at that time, fays he, great difburfe- 


ments for increafing the works, building an In- 
genio, 
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genio, and buying flaves, it did not amount’ to 
near fo much as afterwards it produced: however 
fays the old man, I fhall give you a trué account 
of what I have received in all, and. how I:chave 
difpofed of it. 


Arter a few days father conference with this 
ancient friend, he brought me an account of the 
firft fix years income of my plantation, figned by 
my partner and the merchants truftees, being always 
delivered in goods, viz. tobacco.in roll and {ugar 
in chefts, befides.rum, moloffes, &c. which 1s’the 
confequence of a fugar-work; andl found. by this 
account, that every. year the income confiderably 
increafed; but, as..above, the difburfement being 
large, the fum at firft was fmall: however, the 
old man let me fee that he was debtor to me 470 
moidores of gold, befides 60 chefts of fugar, and 
15 double rolls of tobacco, which were loft in his 
fhip, he having been fhipwrecked coming home 
to Lifbon about eleven years after my leaving the 
place. The good man then began to complain 
of his misfortunes, and how he had been obliged 
to make ufe of smy money to recover his loffes, 
and buy him. a fhare in a new fhip; however, 
my old friend, fays, he, you fhall not want a fup- 
ply in your neceffity, and as foon as my fon re- 
turns you fhall be’ fully fatisfied’ Upon that he 
pulls out an old pouch, and gives me 160 Por- 


tugal 
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tugal motdores in gold; and gave me the writing 
of his title to the fhip, which his fon was gone to 
the Brafils in, of which he was a quarter part 
owner, and his fon another, he puts them both in- 
to my hands, for fecurity of the reft. 


I was too much moved with the honefty and 
kindnefs of the poor man to be able to bear this; 
and remember what he had done for me, how he 
had taken me up at fea, and how generoufly he 
had ufed me on all occafions, and particularly, 
how fincere a friend he was now to me, I could 
hardly refrain weeping at what he faid to me; 
therefore, firft I afked him if his circumftances 
admitted him to {pare fo much money at that 
time, and if it would not ftraiten him? He told 
me, he could not fay but it might ftraiten him a 
little, but however it was my money, and I might 
want it more than he. 


Every thing the good man faid was full of 
affection, and I. could hardly refrain from. tears 
while he fpoke; in fhort, 1 took one hundred of 
the moidores, and called for a peh and ink to give 
him a receipt for them; then I returned him the 
reft, and told him, If ever I had poffeffion of the 
plantation, | would seturn the other to him alfo, 
as indeed J afterwards did; and that as to the bill 
of fale of his part in his fons fhip, I would not 

. take 
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take it by any means, but that if I wanted money; 
I found he was honeft enough to pay me, and If 
did not, but came to receive what he gave me 
reafon to expect, I would never have a penny 
more from him. 


Wuen this was paft, the old man began to afl 
me, if he fhould put me into a method to make my 
claim to my plantation? I told him, I thought to 
go over to it myfelf: he faid, I might do it if I 
pleafed, but that if I did not, there were ways e- 
nough to fecure my right, and immediately to ap. 
propriate the profits to my ufe; and as there were 
fhips in the river of Lifbon, juft ready to go away 
to Brafil, he made me enter my name in a public 
regifter, with his affidavit, affirming upon oath 
that I was alive, arid that I was the fame perfon 
who took up the land for the planting the faid 
plantation at firft. This being regularly attefted 
by a notary, anda procuration affixed, he directed 
me to fend it with a letter of his writing; toa 
merchant of his acquaintance at the place, and 
then propofed my ftaying with him till an account 
came of the return: 


Never any thing was more honourable than the 
proceedings upon this procuration, for in lefs than 
feyen months J received a large packet from the 
farvivors of my truftees the merchants, for whofe 
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account I went to fea, in which where the follow- 
ing particular letters and papers enclofed. 


First There was the account current of the 
produce of my farm, or plantation, from the year 
when their father had balanced with my old Por- 
tugal captain, being for fix years; the balance 
appeared to be 1174 moidores in my favour. 


SEconDLy, There was the account of four years 
more while they kept the effects in their hands, 
before the government claimed the adminiftration, 
as being the effects of a perfon not to be found, which 
they called civil death; and the balance of this, 
the value of the plantation increafing, amounted 
to 19446 crufadoes, being about 3240 moidores. 


TuirDLy, There was the prior of Auguftin’s 
account, who had received the profits for above 
fourteen years, but not being to account for what 
was difpofed of to the hofpital, very honeftly declar- 
ed he had 872 moidores not diftributed, which he 
acknowledged to my .account, as to the king’s 
part, that refunded nothing. 


THERE was letter of my partners con gratulat- 
ing me very affectionately upon my being alive, 
giving me an account how the eftate was improved 
and what it produced a year, with a particular of 


the 


ROBINSON CRUSOE. 45% 


the number of fquares or acres that it contained, 
how planted, how many flaves there were upon it, 
and making two and twenty crofles for bleffings, 
told me he had faid fo many Ave Marias to thank 
the bleffed virgin that 1 was alive: inviting me 
very paffionately to come over and take pofeffion 
of my own; and in the mean time to give him 
orders to whom he fhould deliver my effects, if L 
did not come myfelf; concluding with a heart; 
tender of his friendfhip; and that of his family, 
and fent me, as a prefent; feven fine Leopards 
(kins, which he had it feems received from Africa, 
by fome other fhip which he had fent thither, and 
who it feems had made a better voyage than? 
He fent me alfo five chefts of excellent fweetmeats, 
and an hundred pieces of gold uncoined, not quite 
fo large as moidores. 


By the fame feet, my two merchants truftees 
fhipped me 1200 chefts of fugar, 800 rolls of 
tobacco, and the reft of the whole account in 


ed 
oold. 


I micHt well fay, now indeed, that the latter 
end of Job was better than the beginning. It is 
impoffible to exprefs here the flutterings of my 
very heart, when I looked over thefe letters, and 
efpecially when I found all my wealth about me; 


for as the Brafil fhips come all in fleets, the fame 
Ge2 fhips 
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fhips which brought my letters, brought my goods ; 
and the effects where fafe in the river before the 
letters came to my hand. In a word, I turned 
pale and grew fick; and had not the old man run 
and fetched me a cordial, I believe the fudden 
furprize of joy had overfet nature, and I had died 
upon the fpot. Nay, after that, I continued very 
i], and was fo fome hours till a phyfician being 
fent for, and fomething of the real caufe of my 
ilInefs being known, he ordered me to be let blood; 
after which, I had relief, and grew well: but I 
verily believe, if I had not been eafed by a vent 
given in that manner to the fpirits, I fhould have 


died. 


I was now mafter, all on a fudden, of above five 
thoufand pounds fterl. in money, and had an eftate, 
~T might well call it in the Brafils, of above a thou- 
{and pounds a year, as fure as an eftate of lands in 
England. And in a word, I was in a condition 
which I fcarce knew how to underftand, or how 
to compofe myfelf, for the enjoyment of it. The 
firft thing I did, was to recompence my original 
benefactor, my good old captain, who had been 
firft charitable to me in my diftrefs, kind to me in 
my beginning, and honeft to me at the end: I 
fhewed him all that was fent to me, I told him, 
that next to the providence of heaven, which dif- 
pofes all things, it was owing to him; and that it 

now 
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now lay on me to reward him, which I would do 
an hundred fold: fo I firft returned to him the 
hundred moidores I had received of him; then I 
fent for a notary, and caufed him to draw up a 
general releate or difcharge for the 470 moidores, 
which he had acknowledged he owed me, in the 
fulleft and firmeft manner poffible; after which I 
caufed a procuration to be drawn, empowering 
him to be my receiver of the annual profits of my 
plantation, and appointing my partner to account 
with him, and make the returns by the ufual fleets 
to him in my name; and a claufe in the end, be- 
ing a grant of 100 moidores a year to him, during 
his life, out of the effects, and 50 moidores a year 
to his fon after him, for his life: and thus I re- 
quited my old man. 


I was now to confider which way to fteer my 
courfe next, and what to do with the eftate that 
providence had thus put into my hands; and in- 
deed I had more care upon my head now, than I 
had in my filent {tate of life in the ifland, where I 
wanted nothing but what I had, and had nothing 
but what I wanted: whereas I had now a great 
charge upon me, and my bufinefs was how to fe- 
cure it. I had never a cave now to hide my 
money in, or a place where it might lie without 
lock or key, till it grew mouldy and tarnifhed 
before any body would meddle with it: on the 

G g 3 contrary, 
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contrary, I knewnot where to put it, or whom to 
truft with it. My old patron the captain, indeed 
was honeft, and that was the only refuge I had. 
In the next place my intereft in the Brafils feemed 
to. fummon me thither, bu: now I could not tell, 
how to think of going thither, ’till I had fettled 
my affairs, and left my effects in fome fafe hands 
behind me. At firft 1 thought of my old friend 
the widow, who I knew was honeft, and would be 
juft to me; but then fhe was in years, and but 
poor, and for ought I knew, might be indebted ; 
fo that in a word, I had no way but to go back to 
Eneland myfelf, and take my effects with. me. 


Ir was fome months however before I refolved 
upon this; and therefore, as I had rewarded the 
old captain fully, and to his fatisfaction, who had 
-been my former benefactor, fo I began to think of 
my poor widow, whofe hufband had been my firfk 
benefactor, and fhe while it was in her power, my 
faithful fteward and inftructor, So the firft thing. 
I did, I got a merchant 1n Lifbon to write to his 
correfpondent in London, not only to pay a bill, 
but to go find her out, and carry her in money an 
hundred pounds from me, and to talk with her, 
and comfort her in her poverty, by telling her, 
fhe fhould, if I lived, have a further fupply: at 
the fame time I fent my two fifters in the country, 
each of them an hundred pounds, they being, 

though 
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though not in want, yet not in very good circum- 
ftances; one having been married, and left a 
widow; and the other having a hufband not fo 
kind to her as he fhould be. But among all my 
relations, or acquaintances, I could not yet pitch 
upon one, to whom I durft commit the grofs: of 
my ftock, that I might go away to the Brafils, 
and leave things fafe behind me; and this greatly 
perplexed me. 


_ I nap once amind to have gone to the Brafils, 

and have fettled myfelf there ; for: L ~was.~ agit 
were, naturalized to the place; but I had fome 
little fcruple in my mind about religion, which 
infenfibly drew me back, of which I fhall fay more 
prefently. However it was not religion that kept 
me from going there for the prefent ; and as I had 
made no fcruple of being openly of the religion of 
the country, all the while I was among them, fo 
neither did I yet; only that now and then having 
of late thought more of it, (than formerly) when 
I began to regret my having profefied myfelf a 
papift, and thought it might not be the beft religi- 
on to die with, 


Bur, as I have faid, this was not the main thing 
that kept me from going to the Brafils, but that 
really 1 did not know with whom to leave my 
effects behind me; fol refolved at laft to go to 

Gg 4 England 
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with it, where, if I arrived, I concluded I fhould 
make fome acquaintance, or find fome relations that 
would be faithful to me; and accordingly I pre- 
ie to go to England with all my wealth, 


In order to prepare things for my going home, 

I firft, the Brafil fleet being juft going away, re- 
folved to give anfwers fuitable to the juft and faith- 
ful account of things I had from thence; and firft 
to the prior of St. Auguftine I wrote a letter full 
of thanks for their juft dealings, and the offer of 
the 872 moidores, which were undifpofed of, 
which I defired might be given 500 to the mona- 
ftery, and 372 to the poor, as the prior fhould 
direct, defiring the good padres prayers for me, 
and the like. I wrote next a letter of thanks to 
my two truftees, with all the acknowledgement 
that fo much juftice and honefty called for; as for 
fending them any prefent, they where far above 
having any occafion for it. Laftly I wrote to my 
partner, acknowledging his induftry in the impro- 
ving the plantation, and his integrity increafing the 
ftock of the works, giving him inftructions for his 
future government of my part, according to the 
powers I had left with my old patron, to whom I 
defired him to fend whatever became due to me, 
tll he fhould hear from me more particularly, 
affuring him that it was my intention not only to 
come to him,. but to fettle myfelf there for the re- 

| | mainder 
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mainder of my life: to this I added a very hand- 
fome prefent of fome Italian Gilks for his wife, and 
two daughters, for fuch the captains fon informed 
me he had; with two pieces of fine Englifh broad 
cloth, the beft I could get in Lifbon, five pieces 
of black bays, and fome Flanders lace of a good 


value. 


Havine thus fettled my affairs, fold my cargo, 
and turned all my effeéts into bills of exchange, 
my next difficulty was which way to go to England: 
I had been accuftomed enough to the fea, and yet 
I had a ftrange averfion to go to England by fea at 
that time; and though I could give no reafon for 
it, yet the difficulty increafed upon me fo much, 
that though I had once fhipped my baggage, in 
order to go, yet I altered my mind, and that not 
once, but two or three times. 


Ir is true, I had been very unfortunate by fea, 
and this might be fome of the reafon: but let no 
man flight the ftrong impulfes of his own thoughts 
‘n cafes of fuch moment: two of the thips which 
I had fingled out to go in I mean, more particu- 
larly fingled out than any other, that is to fay, fo 
as in one of them to put my things on board, and 
in the other to have agreed with the captain, I 
fay, two of thefe fhips mifcarried, viz) one was 


taken by the Algerines, and the other was caft away 
on 
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on the Start, near Torbay, and all the people 
drowned, except three; fo that in either of thofe 
veffels | had been made miferable, and in which 
moft it was hard to fay. | 


Havine been thus harraffed in my thoughts, 
my old pilot, to whom I communicated every 
thing, preffed me earneftly not to go by fea, but 
either to go by land to the Groyne, and crofs over 
the bay of Bifcay to Rochelle, from whence it was 
but an eafy and fafe journey by land to Paris, and 
fo to Calais and Dover; or to go up to Madrid, 
and {o all the way by land through France. 


In a word, I was fo prepofieffed againft my go- 
ing by fea at all, except from Calais to Dover, that 
I refolved to travel all the way by land, which, as 
{ was not in hafte, and did not value the charge, 
was by much the pleafanter way ; and to make it 
more fo, my old captain brought an Enelifh 
gentleman, the fon of a merchant in -Lifbon, who 
was willing to travel with me; after which we 
picked up two more Englifh merchants alfo, and 
two young Portuguefe gentlemen, the laft going to 
Paris only, fo that in all there were fix of us and 
five fervants; the two merchants and the two Por- 
tugueze contenting themfelves with one fervant 
between two, to fave the charge; and as for me, 
I got an Englifh failor to travel with me as a 

fervant 
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fervant, befides my man Friday, who was too 
much a ftranger to be capable of fupplying the 
place of a fervant on the road. 


In this manner I fet out from Lifbon, and our 
company being very well mounted and armed, we 
made a little troop, whereof they did me the 
honour to call me captain, as well becaufe I was 
the oldeft man, as becaufe I had two fervants, and 
indeed was the original of the whole journey. 


As I have troubled you with none of my. fea- 
journals, fo I fhall trouble you now with none of 
my land journal; but fome adventures that hap- 
pened to us in this tedious and difficult journey, I 
muft not omit, 


Wuewn we came to Madrid, we being all of us 
ftrangers to Spain, were willing to flay fome time 
to fee the court of Spain, and to fee what was 
worth obferving; but it being the latter part of 
the fummer, we haftened away, and fet out from 
Madrid about the middle of October: but when 
we came to the edgeof Navafre, we were alarmed 
at feveral towns on the way, with an account that 
fo much fnow was fallen on the French fide of the 
mountains, that feveral travellers were obliged to 
come back to Pampelona, ‘after having attempted, 
at an extreme hazard, to pafs on. 


WHEN 
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WHEN we came to Pampelona itfelf we found 
it fo indeed; and to me that had been always 
ufed to a hot climate, and indeed to countries 
where I could {carce bear any cloaths on, the cold 
was iniufferable,; nor indeed was it more painful 
than it was furprizing, to come but ten days before 
out of Old Caftile, where the weather was not only 
warm but very hot, and immediately to feel a wind 
from the Pyrenean mountains fo very keen, fo 
feverely cold, as to be intolerable,-and to endan- 
ger benumbing and perifhing of our fingers and 
toes. 


Poor Friday was really frighted when he faw 
the mountains all covered with fnow, and felt 
cold weather, which he had never.feen before or 
felt in his life. To mend the matter, when we 
came to Pampelona it continued: {nowing with fo 
much violence, and fo long, that the people faid 
Winter was come before its time, and the roads 
which were difficult before, were now quite im- 
paffable; for, in a word, the fnow lay in feme 
places too thick for us to travel, and being not 
hard frozen, as 1s the cafe in northern countries, 
there was no going without being in danger of be- 
ing buried alive every ftep. We ftayed no lefs 
than twenty days at Pampelona, when feeing the 
winter coming on, and no likelihood of its being 
better, for it was the fevereft winter all over 

Europe 
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Europe that had been known in the memory of 
man. I propofed that we fhould all go away to 
Fonterabia, and there take thipping for Bourdeaux, 
which was a very little voyage. 


But while I was confidering this, there come 
in four French gentlemen, who having been ftop- 
ped on the French fide of the paffes, as we were 
on the Spanifh, had found out a guide, who tra- 
verfing the country near the head of Languedoc, 
had brought them over the mountains by fuch ways 
that they were not much incommeded with the 
{now ; or where they met with fnow in any quantity, 
they faid it was frozen hard enough to bear them and 
‘their horfes. We fent for this euide, who told 
us, he would undertake to carry us the fame 
way with no hazard from the fnow, provided 
we were armed fufficiently to protect ourlelves 
from. wild beafts; fer he faid, upon thet 
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made ravenous for want of food, the g 
covered with fnow: we told him, we, were well 
enough prepared for fuch creatures as they were, 
if he would infure us from a kind of two-legord 
wolves, which we were told we were in molt 
danger from, efpecially on the French fide of the 
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He fatisfied us that there was no dariget of 
that kind in the way that we were to go; fo we re- 
adily agreed to follow him, as did alfo twelve 
other gentlemen with their fervants, fome French; 
fome Spanifh, who, as I faid, had attempted to 
go, and were obliged to come back again. 


ACCORDINGLY we fet out from Pampeloria; 
with our guide, on the rsth of November, and 
indeed I was furprifed, when inftead of going 
forward, he came dire€tly back with us on the 
fame road that we came from. Madrid’ about 
twenty miles; when being paffed two rivers and 
come into the plain country, we found ourfelves in 
a warm climate again; where the country was 
pleafant and no {now to be feen; but on a fud« 
den, turning to his left, he approached the moun 
_ tains another way; and though it is true the hills and 
precipices looked dreadful, yet he made fo many 
tours, fuch meanders, and led us by fuch wind- 
ing ways, that we were infenfibly paffed the 
height of the mountains without being much in- 
cumbred with the fnow; and all on a fudden 
he fhewed us the pleafant fruitful provinces of 
Languedoc and Gafcoign, all green and flourith- 
ing, though indeed it was at a great diftance, and 
we had fome rough way to pafs yet. 


WE 
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WE were 4a little uneafy, however, when we 
found it fnowed one whole day anda night, fo 
fatt that we could not travel; but he bid us be 
eafy, we fhould foon be paft it all: we found, 
indeed, that we began to defcend every day, and 
to come more north than before: and fo depend- 
ing upon our guide, we went on. 


Ir was about two hours, ora little more be- 
fore night when our guide being fomething be- 
fore us, and not juft in fight, out rufhed three 
monftrous wolves, and after them a bear, out of 
a hollow way ‘adjoining to a thick wood; twe 
of the wolves made at the guide, and had he 
been far before us, he had been devoured indeed 
before we could have helped him; one of them 
made an attempt upon his horfe, and the other 


aimed at himfelf, which terrified him fo that he’ 


had not prefence of mind enough to draw his 
piftol, but ho! loed and cried out to us for help: 
my man Friday being next me, I bad him nide 
up and fee what was the matter; as foon as 
Friday come in fight of the man, he ho! loed 
as loud ast’other, O mafter! O matter! but like a 
bold fellow rode liretly up to the poor man, and 


with his puitol fhot the wolf that attacked 


‘into the head. 
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Ir was happy for the poor man that it was 
my man Friday; for he having been ufed to 
that kind of creature in his country, he had no 
fear upon him, but went clofe up to him and 
fhot him, as above; whereas any other of us 
would have fired ata farther diftance, and have 
perhaps either miffed the wolf or sncangeiag fhoot- 
ing the mans 


But it was enough to have terrified a bold- 
er man than I, and indeed it alarmed all our 
company, when with the noife of Friday’s piftol 
we heard on both fides the difmalleft howlings 
of wolves, and the noife redoubled by the echo 
of the mountains, that it was to us as if there 
had been a prodigious number of them; and 
_ perhaps indeed there was not fuch a few as. that 
we had no caufe of apprehenfions: however, as 
Friday had killed this wolf, the other that had 
made an attempt upon the horfe, left him imme- 
diately and fled without doing him any damage; 
but the man indeed was a little hurt, for the 
raging creature had attempted him twice, and bit 
his leg, and though he made fome defence, he 
was juft as it were tumbling down by the dif- 
order of his horfe, when Friday came up and fhot 
the wolf. 


Ir 
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Ir is eafy to fuppofe, that at the noife of 
Friday’s piftol we all mended our pace, and rode 
up as faft as the way, which was very difficult, 
would give us leave, to fee what was the matter ; 
as foon as we came clear of the. trees, which 
blinded us before, we faw clearly what had been 
the cafe, and how Friday had difengaged the poor 
euide, though we did not prefently difcern what 
kind of creature it was he had killed, 


But never was a fight managed fo hardily and 
in fuch a furprizing manner, as that which fol- 
lowed between Friday and a bear, which gave 
us all, though at firft we were furprized and 
afraid for him, the greateft diverfion imaginable : 
as the bear is a heavy, clumfy creature, and does 
not gallop as‘ the wolf does, who is fwift and 
light, fo he has two particular qualities which 
generally are the rule of his actions; firft, as to 


men who are not his proper prey, I fay, not his pro- 


per prey, becaufe he does not ufually attempt them, 
except they firft attack him, unlefs he be excef- 
five hungry, which it is probable might now 
be his cafe, the ground being covered with fnow ; 
on the contrary, if you meet him in the woods, 
if you don’t meddle with him, he won’t meddle 
with you; but then you mult take care to be very 
civil to him, and give him the road; for when 
he thinks himfelf abufed, he fets all other bufi- 
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nefs afide to purfue his revenge, and will have 
fatisfaétion in point of honour; this is his firft 
quality: the next is, if he be once affronted, he 
will never leave you, night or day till he has 
his revenge, but follows at a good round rate 
till he overtakes you. 


My man Friday had delivered our guide, and 
when we came up to him, he was helping him 
off from his horfe, for the man was hurt, and 
frighted very much; when ona fudden we fpied 
the bear come eut of the’ wood, and a vaft mon- 
{trous one it was, the biggeft by far that ever I. 
faw : we were all a little furprized,when we faw 
him: but when Friday faw him, it was eafy to 
fee joy and courage in the fellows counten- 
ance; O! O! O! fays Friday three times, point 
-ing to him, O mafter! you give me te leave! 
me fhakee te hand with him; me make you eood 
laugh. 


I was. furprized to fee the fellow fo well 
pleafed; you fool, fays Ihe will eat you up. 
Eatee me up! eatee me up! fay Friday, twice 
over again, me eatee him up; me make you 
good latgh; you all fit here, me fhow you 
good laugh: fo down he fits, and gets off his 
boots in a moment, and put on a pair of pumps, 
(as we call the flat fhoes they wear, and which 

he 
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he had in his pocket) gives my other fervant 
his horfe, and with his gun away he flew, fwift 
like the wind. 


Tue bear was walking foftly on, and offered 
to meddle with no body, till Friday coming pretty 
near, calls to him, as if the bear could under- 
ftand him; “ Hark ye, hark ye, fays Friday, 
me fpeakee wit you. We followed at a dif- 
tance; for now being come down on the Gaf- 
coign fide of the mountains, we were entered a 
vaft great foreft, where the country was plain 
and pretty open, though it had many trees in it 
{cattered here and there 


Fripay who had, as we fay, the heels of the 
bear, came up with him quickly, and takes up a 
great ftone, or clod, that he had got under a 
tree, and throws it at him and hit him jutt 
on the head, but did him no more harm than if 
he had thrown it againft a wall; but it anfwered 
Friday’s end, for the rogue was fo void of fear 
that he did it purely to make the bear follow 
him, and fhew us fome laugh, as he called it. 
As foon as the bear felt the blow, and faw him, 
he turns about and comes after, him, taking dev- 
ilifh long ftrides, and fhuffling along at a ftrange 
rate, fo as would have put a horfe to a mid- 
ding gallop: away runs Friday, and takes his 

h 2 courfe 
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courfe as if he run towards: us for help ; fo we 
all refolved to fire at once upon the bear, and 
deliver my man, though I was angry at him 
heartily for bringing the bear back upon us, when 
he was going about his own bufinefS another 
‘way, and efpecially I was angry that he had 
turned the bear upon us and then run away; and I 
called out, © You dog, faid I, is this your mak- 
ing us laugh ? Come away and take your horfe; 
that we may {hoot the creature 3 he hears me and 
sries out, no fhoot, no fhoot, ftand fill, and you 
get much laugh:” and as the nimble creature 
ran two for the beaft’s one, he turned on a fud- 
den, on one fide of us, and feeing a great oak 
tree fit for his purpofe, he beckoned to us tc 
follow, and doubling his pace, he gets nimbly 
up the tree, laying his gun down upon the 
ground, at about five or fix yards from the butt. 
Of ‘the tree. The bear foon came to the tree, 
and- we followed at a diftance, the. firft thing 
he did, he ftopped at the gun, {melt to it, but 
Tet it lie, and up he fcrambles into the tree, 
climbing like a cat, though fo monftroufly heavy ; 
I was amazed at the folly, as I thought it, of 
my man, and could not. for my life fee any 
thing to laugh at yet, till feeing the: bear get’ 
up the tree, we all rode nearer to him. ” 


Wen 
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WHEN we came to the tree, there was Friday 
got out to the jimall end of a large limb of the 
tree, and the bear got about half way to him; 
as foon as the bear got out to that part where 
the limb of the tree was weaker, * Ha, fays he 
to us, now you fee me teachee the bear dance;” 
fo he falls a jumping and {fhaking the bough, 
at which the bear began to totter, but ftood ftill, 
and began to look behind him, to fee how he 
fhould get back, then indeed we did laugh hearti- 
ly: but Friday had not done with him by a 
ereat deal: when feeing him ftand ftill he calls 
out to him again, as if he had fuppofed the 
bear could fpeak Enelifh. What you come no 
farther, pray you come farther; fo he left jump- 


ing and fhaking the tree; and the bear juft as if 


he underftood Enelifh, did come a little farther, 
then he fell a jumping again, and the bear ftop- 
ped again. We thought now was a good time 
to knock him in the head, and called‘to Friday 
to -{tand ftill, and we fhould fhoot the bear, but 
he cried out earneftly, O pray! O pray! no 
fhoot, me fhoot by and then; he would have 
faid, by and by; however, to fhorten the ftory 
Friday danced fo much, and the bear, ftood fo 
tickilifh, that we had laughed enough indeed 
but ftill could not imagine what the fellow would 
do: for firft we thought he depended upon fhak- 


ing the bear off: and we found the bear was too 


we ibe 5 cunning 
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cunning for that too: for he would not go out 
too far to be thrown down, but clings faft with 
his great broad claws and feet fo that we could 
not imagine what would be the end of it, and what 
the jeft would be at laft, 


Bur Friday put us out of doubt quickly: for 
feeing the bear cling faft to the bough, and that 
he would not be perfuaded to come any farther ; ° 
Well, fays Friday, you no come farther, me go ; 
you no come to me, me go come to you;” and 
upon this, he goes out to the fmaller ‘end of the 
bough where it would bend with his weight, and 
gently lets himfelf down by it, fliding down the 
bough, till he came near enough to jump down 
on his feet, and away he run to his gun, he takes 
it up, and ftands ftill, Well, faid 1 to him, 
_ Friday, “ what will you do now? why dont you 
fhoot him? No fhoot fays Friday, no yet, me 
fhoot now, me no kill; me ftay, give you more 
laugh;” and indeed fo he did, as you will fee 
prefently? for when the bear faw his enemy gone 
he comes back from the bough where he ftood ; 
but did it mighty leifurely, he looked behind 
him every ftep, and coming backward till he got 
into the body of the tree; then with the fame 
hinder end foremoft, he came down. the tree, 
prafping it with his claws, and moving one foat 
ata time, very leifurely; at this junéture, and 
juft before he could fet his hind foot on the 

ground 
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ground, Friday ftept up clofe to him, clapt the 
muzzle of his piece into his ear and fhot him 
dead, Then the rogue turned about to fee if we 
did not laugh and when he faw we were pleafed 
by our looks, he falls a laughing himfelf very 
loud ; “ fo we kill bear if he was in my coun- 
try, fays Friday. So you kill them, fays I, why 
you have no guns; To, fays he, no gun but we 
fhoot, great much long arrow.” This was indeed 
a good diverfion to us; but we were ftill in 
a wild place, and our guide hurt, and what to do 
we hardly knew: the howling of wolves run 
much in my head: and indeed, except the noife 
I once heard on the fhore of Africa, of which 
1 have faid fomething already, I never heard 
any thing that G}led me with fo much horror. 


Tyrese things, and the approach of night, 
called us off, or elfe as Friday would have had 
xs, we fhould certainly have taken the {kin of this 
monftrous creature off, which was worth faving: 
but we had near three leagues to 20; and our 
guide haftened us, {o we left him, and went for- 


ward on our journey 


Tue ground was (ill covered with fnow, 
though not fo deep and dangerous as on the 
mountains; and the ravenous creatures, as we 
heard afterwards, were come down into the foreft 
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and plain country, preffed by hunger to feek for 
food ; and had done a great deal of mifchief jn 
the villages, where they furprized the country 
people, killed a great many of their fheep and 
horfes, and fome people too.. We had one dan. 
gerous place to pdfs, which our guide told us, 
if there were any more wolves in the country, 
we Should find them there, and this was In a 
{mall plain, furrounded with woods on every. fide 
and along narrow defile or Jane, which we were 
to pais to get through the wood, and then we 
fhould come. to’ the villace where we were to 
lodge. Jt was within half an hour of fun fet 
when we entered the fir( wood, and a little afer 
the fun fet when we came Into. the plain: we met 
with nothing in the firtt wood, except, that in alittle 
plain within the wood, which was not above two 
furlongs. over, we faw five great wolves crofs 
the road, full fpeed one after another, as. if they 
had been in chace of fome prey, and had it in 
view; they took no. notice of us, and were gone 
out of fight in a few moments. Upon this our 
guide, who by the Way was but. a  faint-hearted 
fellow, bid us Keep ina ready pofture ;.for he 
believed there were more wolves a coming We 
kept our arms ready, and our eyes about us, but 
we {aw no more wolves. till we came through 
that wood, which was near half a league, and 
entered the plain, as foon as we Came into the. 
plain we had occafion enough to look-about us : 


the 
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the firft object we met with, was a dead horfe- 
that is to fay, a poor horfe which the wolves had 
killed, and atsleaft-a dozen of them at work; we 
could not fay eating of him, but picking of his 
bones rather; for they had eaten up all the 
flefh before: .we did» not think fit to difturb 
them at ‘their féaft, neither did: they take much- 
notice of us: Friday would have let fly at them, 
‘but I would not fuffer him by any means; for I 
found we were like to have more bufinefs upon 
our hands» than we were aware of; ‘We were not 
goné half over the plain, but -we began to hear 
the wolves how] in the wood on our left, in a 
frightful manner, and prefently after we faw about 
oe on directly towards us all ina 


Oo 
body, and mot of them. in a line, as regularly - 


a4 hundred comin 


as an army drawn up by experienced officers. IL: 
{carce, knew inowhat manner to receive them ; 
but found to draw ourfelves in a clofe line was 
the only way; fo we formed in a moment: but 
that we might:not have too much interval,’ 1 
ordered, that. only every other man fhould fire, 
and that the others who. had not fired fhould ftand 
ready to give thema fecond volley immediately 
if they continued to advance, upon Us, and that 
then thofe ‘who. had Gred at firft, fhould not 
pretend )to load their fufees, again but ftand ready 
with every one a piftol 5 for we were all armed 
with a fufee, and a pair of piftols each man; fo 

we 
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we were by this method able to fire fix volleys, 
half of us at atime; however, at prefent we had 
ho neceffity; for upon firing the firft volley, 
the enemy made a full ftop, being terrified as 
well with the noife, as with the fire; four of them 
being fhot into the head, dropped, feveral others 
were wounded, and went bleeding off, as we 
could fee by the fnow; I found they {to pped, 
but did not immediately retreat ; whereupon re- 
membring that I had been told, that the fierceft 
creatures were terrified at the voice of a man, 
I caufed allour company to ho! loe as loud-as 
we could; and I found the notion not altogether 
miftaken; for upon our fhout, they began to re- 
tire, and turn about; then I ordered a fecond 
volley to be fired in their rear, which put them 
to the gallop, and away they went to the woods. 
Ehis gave us leifure to charge our pieces again, 
and that we might leofe no time, we kept go- 
ing; but we had but little more than loaded our 
fufees, and put ourfelves into a readinefs, when 
we heard a terrible noife in the fame wood, on 
our left, only that it was farther onward the fame 
way we were to go. 


Tue night was coming on, and the light be- 
gan to be dufky, which made it worfe on our 
fide; but the noife encreafing, we could eafily 


perceive that it was the howling and yelling of 
thofe 
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thofe hellifh creatures ; and on a fudden, we per- 
ceived two or three troops of wolves, one on our 
left, one behind us, and one on our front; fo 
that we feemed to be furrounded with them ; how- 
ever, as they did not fall upon us, we kept our 
way forward, as faft as we could make our horfes 
go, which, the way being very rough, was only a 
good large trot ; in this manner we came in view 
of the entrance of a wood, through which we were 
to pafs, at the farther fide of the plain; but we 
were greatly furprifed, when coming nearer the 
lane, or pafs, we faw @ confufed number of wolves 
ftanding juft at the entrance. On a fudden, at 
another opening of the wood, we heard the noife 
of a gun, and looking that way, out rufhed a 
horfe, with a faddle and a bridle on him, flying 
like the wind, and fixteen or feventeen wolves 
after him, full {peed ; sndeed the horfe had the 
heels of them, but as we fuppofed that he could 
not hold it at that rate, we doubted not but they 
would get up with him at laft, and no queftion 
but they did. 


But here we had a moft horrible fight ; for 
riding up to the entrance where the horfe came 
out, we found the carcafe of another horfe, and 
of two men devoured by the ravenous creatures, 
and one of the men was no doubt the fame that 
we heard fire the gun, for there lay a gun juft by 

him 
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him fired off; but as té the man, ‘his head’and” the 
upper part of his body was eaten up. This fill- 
ed us with horror, and we knew not what. courfe 
to take, but the creatures refolved us foon, ‘for 
they gathered about us prefently, in hopes. of 
prey; and I verily believe’ there were three 
hundred. of them : it happened. very much to our 
advantage, that: at the entrance into the wood, 
but.a little way from) it, there lay fome large 
tamber trees,’ which had been cut down: the fum- 
mer before, and I fuppofe lay there for Carriage ; 
I drew: my little troop in among thofe trees, .and 
placing ourfelves in a line behind one long tree,. 
Ladvifed them all to alight and keeping that tree 
before us for» a breatt work, to ftand ina trian- 
gle,-or three: fronts, inclofing our horfes in the 
center, 


We did fo, and it was well we did; for never 
was a more furious Charge than the -creatures: 
made- upon us in the place ; they came on with a 
growling kind of noife (and mounted the piece of | 
timber, which as ] faid, was our breaft work) as 
if they-were only rufhing upon their prey; and this 
fury of theirs, it feems, was principally, occafioned: 
by their feeing our horfes behind us, they being 
the prey they aimed at: I ordered our men to 
fire as before, every other man, and they» took 
their aim fo fure; that they indeed’ killed fevéral 


of 
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ofthe wolves at the firft volley ;:but there was a 
neceflity to keep a continual firing, for they came 
‘on like devils, thofe behind pufhing on. thofe 
before. 


Wuewn we had fired the fecotid volley °of our 
fufees, we thought they ftopped a little, and* I 
hoped they would have gone off; but it was but 
a moment, for others came forward again; fo we 
fired two vollies of our piftols, and I believe in 
thefe four firings we had killed feventeen or 
eighteen of them, and lamed twice as many, yet 
they came on again. I was loath to fpend our 
laft fhot too haftily, fo I called my fervant, not 
my man Friday, for he was better employed, for 
with .the greateft dexterity imaginable he had 
charged my fufee and his own while we were: 
engaged ; but, as I faid, I called my other man; 
and. giving him a horn of powder. 1 bad him lay 
a train all alone. the piecesof timber, and let. it 
be a large train ; he did fo, and had but juft'time’ 
to. get away when the wolves came up to it, and’ 
fome were got upon it, when I {napping an un-” 
charged piftol clofe to the powder, fet it on fire ;’ 
thofe that were upon the timber were fcorched 
with it, and fix or feven of them fell, or rather 
jumped in among us, with the force and fright® 
of the fire: we difpatched thefein an inftant, and” 
the reft were fo frighted with the light, whiclrthe® 
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night, for it was now very near dark, made more 
terrible, that they drew back a little; upon which 
I ordered our laft piftol to be fired off in one 
volley, and after that we gave a fhout: upon this 
the wolves turned tail, and we fallied immediate- 
ly upon near twenty lame ones, that we found 
ftruggling on the ground, and fell a cutting them 
with our {words, which anfwered our expeCtation, 
for the crying and howling they made was better 
underftood by their fellows; fo that they all fled 
and left us. 


We had, firft arid laft, killed about threefcore 
of them, and had it been day light we had killed 
many more: the field of battle being thus clear- 
ed, we made forward again, for we had ftill above 
half a league to go: we heard the ravenous 
creatures howl and yell in the woods as we went, 
feveral times; and fometimes we fancied we faw 
fome of them, but the fnow dazzling our eyes 
We were not certain; fo in about an hour more | 
we came to the town where we were to lodge, 
which we found in a terrible fright, and all in 
arms; for, it feems, that the night before the 
wolves and fome bears had broke into the village 
in the night, and put them in a terrible fright, 
and they were obliged to keep guard night and 
day, but efpecially in the night, to preferve their 


cattle and indeed their people. 
THE 
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TuE next morning our guide was fo ill, and 
his leg fwelled fo with the rankling of his bites, 
that he could go no farther fafely; fo we were 
obliged to take a new guide there, and go to 
Tholoufe, where we found a warm climate, a 
fruitful pleafant country, and no fnow, no wolves, 
or any thing like them; but when we told our ftory 
at Tholoufe, they told us it was nothing but what 
was ordinary in the great foreft at the foot of the 
mountains, efpecially when the fnow lay on the 
ground ; but they inquired much what kind of 
a guide we had gotten, who would venture to 
bring us that way in fuch a fevere feafon, and 
told us it were very much we were not all de- 
voured. When we told them how we placed 
ourfelves, and the horfes in the middle, they 
blamed us exceedingly, and told us, it was fifty 
to one but we had been all deftroyed; for it was 
the fight of the horfes which made the wolves fo 
furious, feeing their prey, and that at other tintes 
they are really afraid of a gun; but the being ex- 
ceffive hungry, and raging on that account, the 
eagernefs to come at the horfes made them fenfe- 
lefs of danger; and that if we had not by the 
continued fire, and at laft by the ftratagem of 
the train of powder, maftered them, it had been 
great odds but that we had been torn to pieces; 
whereas had we been content to have fat. ftll on 
horfe-back, and fired as horfe-men, they would 
not have taken the horfes for fo much their own 

when 
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when men were on their backs, as otherwife; 
and withal they told us that at laft, if we had 
{tood all together, and left our horfes, they would 
have been fo eager to have devoured them that 
we: might have come off fafe, efpecially having 
our fire arms in our hands, and being fo many 
in number. For my part, I was never more fen- 
fible of danger in my life; for feeing above 
three hundred devils come roaring and open 
mouthed to devour us, and having nothing to 
fhelter'us, or retreat to, I gave myfelf over for 
loft; and, as it was, I believe I fhall never care 
to crofs thofe mountains again; I think IT would 
much rather go a thoufand leagues by fea, though 
I were fure to meet with a ftorm once 4 week. 


1 HAVE nothing uncommon to take notice of 
in my paffage through France, ‘nothing but what 
other travellers have given an account of, with 
much more advantage than I can. I travelled 


a 


from Tholoufe to Paris, and’ without any con-— 


fiderable ftay came to Calais, and landed fafe at 


Dover the 14th of January, after having had a 
fevere cold feafon to travel in. , 


Iwas now come to the center of my travels, 


and had in a little tme all my new difcovered 
eftate fafe about me, the bills of exchange which 
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I brought with me having been very currently 
paid. 


My principal guide and privy counicllor, was 
my good ancient widow, who, in gratitude for 
the money I had fent her, thought no pains too 
much, or care too great, to employ for me; 
and I tru@ed her fo entirely with every thing, 
that I was perfe@tly eafy as to the fecurity of my 
effects; and indeed I was very happy from the 
beginning, and now to the end, in the unfpotted 
integrity of this good gentlewoman, 


Anp now I began to think of leaving my ef- 
fe&ts with this woman and feetting out for Lif- 
bon, and fo to the Brafils ; but now another 
{cruple came in my way, and that was religion ; 
for as I had entertained fome doubts about the 
Roman religion even while I was abroad, efpe- 
cially in my ftate of folitude fo I knew there 
‘was no going to the Brafils for me, much lefs 
going to fettle there, unlefs I refolved to em- 
brace the Roman catholic religion, without any 
referve, unle{s, on the other hand, I refolved to 
be a facrifice to my principles, be a martyr for 
relicion, and die in the inquifition ; fo 1 refoved 
to flay at home, and if'I.could find means for it, 
to difpofe of my plantation. 
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To this purpofe I wrote to my old friend at 
Lifbon, who in return gave me notice, that he 
could eafily difpofe of it there; but that if I 
thought fit to give him leave he would offer it inmy 
name to the two merchants, the furvivors of my 
truftees, who lived in the Brafils, and fully un- 
derftood the value of it, by living juft upon the 
fpot, and who-I knew were very rich; fo that 
he believeed they would be fond of buying it; 
he did not doubt but I fhould make four or five 
thoufand pieces of eight the more of it. 


Accorpinciy I agreed, gave him ordets to 
offer it to them, and he did fo; and in about 
eight months more, the fhip being then returned 
he fent mean account, that they had accepted the 
offer, and had remitted thirty-three thoufand 
pieces of eight to a correfpondent of theirs at Lifbon, 
to pay for it. 


In return, I figned the inftrument of fale in 
the form which they fent from Lifbon, and fent 
it to my old man, who fent me bills of ex- 
change for thirty two thoufand eight hundred 
pieces of eight for the eftate, referving the 
payment of a hundred moidores a year to him, 
the oldman, during his life, and fifty moidores 
afterwards to his fon for his life, which I had 

promifed 
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promifed them, which the plantation was to make 
good as arent charge. And thus I have given 
the firft part of a life of fortune and adventures, 
a life of providence’s chequer work, and of a 
variety which the world will feldom be able ta 
of fhew the like of; beginning foolifhly, but 
clofing much more happily than at any part it 
ever gave me leave fo much as to hope for. 


Any one would think, that in this ftate of 
complicated good fortnne, I was paft running 
any more hazards; and fo indeed I had been if 
other circumftances had concurred, but I was in~ 
ured to a wandering life, had no family, not 
many relations, nor, however rich, had I con- 
tracted much acquainance; and though I had 
fold my eftate in the Brafils, yet I could not keep 
the country out of my head, and had a great 
mind to be on the wing again, efpecially L 
could not refift the ftrong inclination I had to 
fee my ifland, and to know if the poor Spaniards 
were in being there, and how the rogues I had 
left there ufed them. 

My true friend, the widow, earneftly diffuad- 
ed me from it, and fo far prevailed with me, that 
for almoft feven years fhe prevented my running 
abroad; during which time I took my two ne- 


" 


Ewin phews, 
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phews, the children of one of my brothers, into 
my care: the eldeft having fomething of his own, 
I bred up as a gentleman, and gave him a fet- 
lement of fome addition to his eftate, after my 
déceafe; the other I put out to a captain of a fhip, 
and after five years, finding him a fenfible, bold 
enterprifing young fellow, I put him into a good 
fhip, and fent him to fea, and this young fellow 
afterwards drew me in, as old as I was, to farther 
adventures myfelf. 


In the mean time, I in part fettled myfelf 
here; for firft of all I married, and that not either 
to my difadvantage or diffatisfaction, and had 
three children, two fons and one daughter, but 
my wife dying, and my nephew coming home 
with good fuccefs from a voyage to Spain, my 
inclination to go abroad, and his importunity 
prevailed, and engaged me to go in his fhip 
as a private trader, to the Eaft-Indies: this was in 
the year 1694. 3 


In this voyage I vifited my new colony in the 
ifland, faw my fucceffors the Spaniards, had the 
whole ftory of their lives, and of the villains I 
left there, how at firft they infulted the poor 
Spaniards, how they afterwards agreed, difagreed 
united and feparated; of all which, and how I 

fupplied 
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fupplied them with neceffaries, with all the other 
remarkable occurrences that happened during the 
ren following years of my life, as, well as in my 
and return home, you have a true, faithful and 
exact narrative in the fecond part of my adven- 
tures, &c. 
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